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JOURNAL OF FBANC0IS MlGNON 


— 1955 — 


Sunday, January End, 19 55 * 

l> - *t»Afra oA$ A^uotA;* boAei Iqnooor fcmoiS 

ii'Ov. fri frA^aoAfr 1 tuAi bobbi. 1 .fruo boAnoc boA vjol/uA bite aAe 
.,*8 8 A 3 T r ', 88 ST 8*"- OiT..** CUT 0-* 88 b 88 MOniB.8 T8S»'r. *'/ 

. t ' loiTQTOiq T8u3& 81to3 O \0 $T08 8H08 410 biJfcAl: 0* it. 

- J8Vt8A3 fr88\,£4.'8 Ofr 80 Tb\ 08 Jt\8« H8U8 1 

1 Memorandum ns • . ...*8i. j.. n8v- i » 84 

Yesterday and today have saaned distinctly odd, what with 
no road runnara to barge in on this sylvan solitude or on the few 
appointments granted as a special favorto acquaintances fro* town, 

\t 8.'-.n-tv 88 ini i Everyone exepet little Miss Willard must have been in toe 

. few .81 i. great a hurry to arrive at the Cresoent City to permit dwaddling 

•O'* “s 7 >L *i> along the wayside and once the Navy had trounced Mississippi, all 
ole >a” o; the eut of State travelers must have been so flattened they couldn 

get out of Mew Orleans or if they did, they must have had enough o 
seeing for one week end .and so drove slap back whence they came, - 
north Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and so on. Whatever the reason, I 
r luoky and tbis in spite of perfect blue and gold weather yesterday 

ti* jt zr cloudy warm weath r today* All small favors did gratefully acknow 

k t and I'm delighted to have had an opportunity to devote quite a 

,ra yv >v lot of ti»e and energy to desk work over the week end, 

so When the postman encounters the batch of s tuff I hand him in the 

oi morning, he may suffer from momentary jitters, thinking 

8i t ; ii * the holiday season has slipped b a a.k on him, vua u 

081 fr*jA$ $80<\ 8*3 U* tl%\ 80 A; 1 .8U04(* sA ‘18*T0<V»T »88l 8 At 

,ri eooi twAt 8' The enclosure from that Marshall woman speaks for itself more 

! 8 U 80 ok to o48T oU8o or lees, 3mJ. sent her the. Igor Boussel address from memory, whioh 
uio anon 8A3 . iioiio X hope was, correct, although as she had not only lost his letter b 
bo At - 4 R 8 T »A nortu* one he had. written to me also, I got the impression her memory oug 

8Afr Mi \_ to have been almost as good as mine, or, perhaps she was merely us 

iv.fioi o« 8lc \thi\ side exit for time to cover a » acknwoledgement she should hav 
48 U6 \1 he.f-self, here is the question, too, as to why She didn't write h 
• tuA itJ A letter to the gentleman* addressing him simply as Dear Sir, and 

enclosing it tn her letter to me so that I might address the envoi 
enooA o oiquooand drop it the matl, Be that as 41 may, * wrote the gentleman 

. a nd sent Carolyn a copy of my letter and from that point on, she c 

.ao* i uno* os b With him or not as skepl eased, J-u* oe 8-» Vi»A 
8blu0*t<\ 0$ QltiOQ 8TO 888*3 t 88WlA. 8Mi&tH<A \0 bT 08T 8*ll 
t nuii v0 i(3 o«k , fn responding to her report from Worth Hollywood, I couldn t 
.ttleo v j ccei tu reminding her as of last February that I had grave misgivings as t 

.8TjX \o H0i*08Tib 8*3 
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much being accomplished through the sbheme of "every other chapter" 
she and Farley had worked out, I added that I thought it would 
be sheer common sense to drop Marie 'Iherese for the moment, at least] 
a nd to barge ahead on some sort of a Cane River pictorial book, 

I even went so far as to suggest thereei - 

Cane River Louisian's Forgotten Plantation Paradise 

The Cane River Mulatto , . . . ' 

tUi . k, . i\[S f. i' 1.0 ni ay ; \ on aiauitui b oi olt 

The Cane River Uegro, or ti 


That with her impending round with Sister Frances Jerome into tl 
homes of the mulattoee and what with other matieral already to hand < 
films, it strikes me, I pointed out, that we have at least three un- 
hatched eggs kicking around and I think we ought to "set on them sla j 

t . i' ' ;1 • . • \0 '"50 4 0 

fell, we shall see,,,,,but probably very little, ) 

t i *5 • .O.-.'v «150 Oi ■ . 0: 44.. t lA j iUT j 

hanks to the absence of pilgrims, I was a&ie to hear Ed, Murrit 
full hour news c onfArenae with his associate reports from around the 
I am hoping it may be re-braodoatt later toriight or during the week i 
. I may get an opportunity to hear it again for I thought there were vu 
pearls of wisdom be inf tossed out casually from all sides, E, Roscoe 
himself on one or two occasions during the past week has referred to 
Howard A, Smith, the London CBS represntaiive for Great Britain, is 
the best reporter he knows, I have felt in the past that Murrow isn 
so f ond of Hendrick of the ienna post but perhaps that was sheer i»< 
t on my part, My favorite of the whole lot .is Eric Severeid or whoeve, 

of the Washington office• He strikes me as being among the more civ 
- radio personalities l have heard, I was delighted when he remarked 

•2 that somebody t in Washington opined that in view of the sag in the 

fortunes of the juinor Senator from Wisconsin, people no longer 
i referred to "jtoCarjih-isn" but to fUcCarthywasm", If by error, the 

t ii junior Senator was listening, that must have made him hot, 

I SO US '--.U esvth .. 4. 1 * i .'4 OS 3* 3 134431 16*'. trt jj toloits 

i Fallowing the Murrow Jbroadoast, I took off a couple of hours 

to turn again through the lovely pages of the Illustration issues. 
They are so beautiful and so many of the pages hold so many ideas. 
Like my record of La Fontaine Fables, these are going to provide 
'b ,< we with so many happy hours in the days ahead. And in closing, 

4 , I think I need scarcely add how many good wishes for 19 55 are flowing 

the direction of Lyme,,,,,, 


Juodr. siciuoiii nq a*\4 £15. ioisiioi 4 i e83i4lu\4*Vyjorii -tuoy 

5 :J - . j ' . ii Monday % January Zrd, 19 55. 

»•' o.'-ir" 0 4 V"'.ooi r.or' .. . >i. itr:*.; n ...: i ; .. 

or. o:joci d45i ladrsoaG sni - si 4i iUwrti - (a 1 ..id) oVi.d 

!;r 1 v jtoX yioVi. sA4 \o esatiaiii ai'i esif'or -ratio- 

*'4 iw vitoi t aeeiii> irodc aloiii it© s aia* 1- * s*;%s. tu 

ow \Msmsraedkmct aAi Atl« Ml yiaoiit os ba4ii\ aito »A4 bit© 

. ttoiiotieuiil a*'i o4 Aoc>d mui oi it 1 isuo iio<—r 

And so our Uncle Samuel's messenger made his initial round of 
■.■Ai OMw inaw oi baiitooi i t a\id yitiiiiup ano\aO 4u 

9Jwrjr..a 4 aid; ^iwsd aoiu os sot id ,ooi % t«oiiOiiboiqsi Layauid 

> r y.iHeb rough time one letter, yours of the 89th, and it 

goes without saying,I was altogether delighted, both with this 
ideal start of the ffew Tear but doubly so because it brought 
the news that you were taking a day off, and that's the best news 
that could-possible come to hand, 

. » . * . *\oon ails Mt© i v : a v r: ;• asuc u j . • .T a.ii \o 

And may I thank you fop giving me such a splendid glimpse of yoi 
holiday season and how things turned, inoludtng what sounded somethit 
like hurly-burly in the matter of eemtnge and goings as among your 
1 » neighbors, ]It's so wonderful to have close friends living near by bi 

‘ • 'i 50 ' I- can well imagine that on certatn occasions, sn irovry tower has 

its advantages, tee*^ ,.no 4; 4 tsAioni ; toe *uL 

» > nay I thank y ou for telling me of the Santa section and how 

ata\ 45) things turned^iand it all sounded eo delightful, especially the 
sad ssiV.c opper bottom section. Those are really marvelous pieces and I can 
too \ well imagine how much pleasure the one reaohtng you is going to 
provide in the culinary department, '-i 
lowJ iiid ^itimb n 44.4'jns'd xti A4n-.*jw k 4 is*uui a«'i \o noiiiiais tuol 

L And I was touched by your reference to the *cherry robe", Someti 

•<bi » i t." il should\loue one» Anything stemmingefrom ltmkw* Lyme would 

delight mo mere than ftom t ( 99 y other direction and the connotation of 
is' 5 'B sun nr itAs. "cherry* to bo" seems to hold ^something doubly special, I 
seanibuoLo think, however, that both little Miss tee and Lestan speak the 
at qo. j v;So*s language when contemplating a .discussion of gift that are 
a 4 )i 3 bounced in their respective directions. What makes their personaliti 
r r >l\ slightly ^original nts the fact that they incline to leave it to others 
t'i'r.r. )s oi save is exceptional casesk to deal infundamentals whereas for 
•id oertain people , thlngt like tall green glasses, Candles, both real an 

. 15 J1U05S on lovely \gresting cards. Illustrations,-eto,, h a Se a way of providii 
the soul with things, not mandatory for ordinary people, perhaps, bul 
-ta/asouj filling for the Lest ^ and Hestons who find such things so 
» ...o !terribly important in what otherwise would be '-d Somewhat prosaic 

worldmd speaking Of Illustrationi may I tell you how much I appreoiai 
. isAbmoiuW s’*'oiiuoviiid laisiH ladail niw< y^dc d S' 

. ....asoio c oi os sbor so*' si yd 4 l»»' 4 ,[j>b si*'4 tniqr. i 4 
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your thoughtfulness if translating the particulars about the 
, stained glass* I found it so exciting and again I consulted 

the Illustration article and then looked up the article in 
Lffe (life) magazine, - I think it ts the December 13th issue whose 
cover carries the likeness of the Holy **apa, You may r ecall that 
in that issue there was an article about M a tisse, along with picture . 
and the one fitted so nicely in with the other that I was delighted 
all over again to turn back to the Illustration • 
outi. itini aiA s 19'.- «>«& a* I^ur- •ujo ob bi. . 

ut before quitting Life, I wanted to mention the Peter 
Bruegel reproductions, too m It was so nice being able to examine 
spme of them both iu-tfreir complete layout and in some of the 
enlargements of sections thereof • s g . u oa 
• \ z oo.. - k' ob uidiic. iu’ aAt \o tioie Luo'oi 

The use of the word, enlargement, recalls to mind the picture mat 
by William Hughes on,his last trip here, —the one showing the west < 
of the African House with the wall f and the roof, as I recall, just < 
r covering the entire film . I couldn’t make out the small picture he 

, very well and so cannot say if it is interesting or not, he next t 

you run across it, if you will notice if you think tt would be 
. ^mazing when enlarged t I should be glad if. you would let me know, I 

to get fyim to blow up a couple for me but the hejira from Little Hod 
Sarasota knocked that out, I guess* *•*'. >* 

It was good of you to acquaint me with office doings and partic\ 
,<r. how thisyear'e gesture in the Santa di?eotion was so different and 
in the proper direction, And how typical of little'Miss Lee that 
she made the whole business bounoe in the direction of an 
Aren hour g birthday* -r-n s i L> o ■> t-j 

Tour mention of the unusual warmth in Manhattan during hristmai 
j week suggests that y ou , too, mtgbt have «adc use of the Tender 

Leaf adjuncts even as Iidtd m I presume your Deoember "summer" didn’• 
hold through until January, as I hear mention of snow on the radio ci 
, ing up-State Hew York, But here the,mass of warm air continues stret 
Horthward, +mt.t is said as far as Kansas and today-S cloudiness 
was acoompanied by readings in the 70 s and I h a ve my doors and 
j 4 windows open fe get full measure of the damp freshness a nd the 

j, 3 . , rays of the waxing moon which is lovely tonight through fleecy g a uze 

t need scarcely add\ I suppose that after attending to some mail, 

there K mill be Tender Leaf agaih ^ the heaviest of the tall green gh 
;u u the ariq.I am pleased to sty\e. in re a ohing for it, "Le bourdon", 

1 .sqoAn\-. oo yjiotobuon dwfci iiioa 

My little cardinal sitting along side, adds further happiness 
^ to this little chat with you and after ! have knocked off a few letti 

t I propose turning out the light a nd contemplating the White Garden 

as I play mein lieber Pieter Illyovitch's Hutcracker Suite before 
bringing this day that Lyme has made so happy to a close ••••• 


Tuesday, January 4th, 2955• 

bv>? soi.arvi' a Show oeiootq sjtfS. . e*Io\ ay II bm. sro-. hi; 

,*t ,lo ai i voodoo a*vi »\. x * ..4 bo.' urjrxoiqcv, L. • • 
l n?. t \ . o : j-: ;o 'to BTct si ti B&oqqua 1 osiioaoA i at tot ttoqtn I 

, it ii a itoa Ao *\:oAt i" enmt ootoui' oi tltoc: ct to < 

Jtenorandumi zu V. IIoAa-u . * bit) its* 

• er.Bb*r *At tuoAo . .niilota t **At oit.i h .rud 

I . Th e T en d er Leaf Tea weather continues. It was cloudy this 
b . mornings hut-all clear this afternoon with the thermometer in the 
upper TOfrfeWi We are promised a reading of between 78 and 80 for 
< the morrow w. But one of thejse days .Jack Frost will be making his 
b rounds and .what a frolio with the foliage he is going to have, 

a* I*tit5« .etU ^iti-tub via 1*0. rr.iasna-oss a At \c Aourc 

-t I cconcentrated my gardening during the morning hours and aL thoug 
the dew was heavy, one didn t get soaked from pure sweat in hauling 
l . cotton hulls to spread in generous heaps about the flower beds 

and more delicate trees for their protection against possible cold 
snaps and for additional fertilization at the stuff decomposes, 

t j b: , My afternoon was fairly busy with people and that I got 

no tine'to finish a letter from Carolyn, \ Between jumps, however, I d 
. Aiaiij repd enough its>-J.eprn she .has put off her Manhattan visit until 
r ,o j*. o % J ! eburary^ which.&i$n a way, aom* as no surprise t ilhe surprise, 

i.acott it. a . in fact, will come if. shet makes tt tn February m There was some 

:t. t talk about coming to Melrose the^f third week in January instead 
\ of the 4th. had supposed^she xoas coming on the 11th, and somethin 
.. a A "bout me snipping up to Old -fonita to give her come ideas after 

n which she Would bring , me home. There u»a something about Helen 

possibly coming to Marshall at the same time. How she got into 
c I a At k the picture & I c ouldn t imagine, but, I suppose, on the general 

i < j. ov; theory that monm cpn he accomplished in landsoaping ideas if 

extra people are present, I shall try to read the letter tomorrow 
tv oic-io b t Aoi «»dt -see what sense ! pan make Cut of it, ■■ I« o a«o 

t avio^q blijow \X itoJtqaoxa «n tc t koMi \o \j«it«iAi »oit 

or t r .oqst o«i Oelmence came to see mep Shei waelooking for a fanoy 
v v r., oo ‘jui Christmas box in which she could put some candy she was going 

...tt 8iA, 1 to make. She said Hieter. TranoeSt Jerome had passed her way day 
a; t viL'.before yesterday and had stopped) ta chat with her. She said 
o c: she told, hen that,! warn helping her so much with her work and 
. .\3 ot i after they had talked a little Clemence told me that she liked her so 

joiobot » much jshat she kept telling hep self that: she was coming over to •M. 

oAj o*;o 3 Toi after she fuui gone and was goinp to get me to see if we oouldn t 
o jr d bo get heY out of aU that Ghurdk business she was tangled up in so she 

• •••••botooAo totj t itbib .Vt, ,tet3i to t 3ouo$esu 
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. V t '1 'll. v# t V'Ob8S:/£ 

could cone and Hue like folks, The precise words Clenence used 
are merely approximated but I think the general idea is clear, 

I report the matter because I suppose it ia rare for somebody like 
Clenence to want to divorce nuns from their chosen way of life, 

-And then Ur, aid Urs, Marshall Hicks appeared, or rather I 
bunped into then, stolling about the gardens, Hobody had reported 
their presence and I was glad to chat with then, I believe he is 
■ ; the person of whom Mrs, Stirling has frequently spoken, Lyle had 

known the Bioko menage and I had heard hid mention them so often, I 
almost felt & knew them, I believe Marshall* ts doing some of 
. the Oakley restoration work: or some such,t:Mrs, Hicks said she thou 

much of the seesawing at Oakley during Mrs, Stirling's regime 
j>rc was over a difference of viewpoint, --Mrs, Stirling thinking 

much of the furniture in the house when acquired by the State 
should be preserved as opposed to others, perhaps Mr, Hicks, who 
thought, a s it was to be an Audubon museum, it should be restored 1 
. a pure 1880 period and everything alas' eliminated* 

As the Hicks contingent was leaving, the Heverend Fathers fro * 
b t ac a oro 89 the river came to pay me a New Tear's call. Father Calahan 

it jrlv'i-' has been a way for a month or two#—tn Michigan, I believe, 

. In the course of our chain over a gal glass of port, one of the 

gentlemen remarked that it was interesting how Ji H, can travel 
1 so far and somehow, in spite of his speed, gather up and retain 

tti . . x ms 11 ao many particulars* I observed that-xtl^though I had 

•\ chatted with him two or three tines about his trtp, he somehow 

h a d never mentioned visiting either Bankok or Rangoon although 
I had heard indireotly that \e had been to both places. At 
tha^t Father Callahan vononteered a side light he thought I would 
like, &e pointed out that J, Hin a sonwhat snap judgement, had 
observed that theipeople Ui the far Hast were so grasp^ing and thai 
one could never count ob them, immediately after which, and obvioui 
not thinking of what, at least, an exception if would prove, 
c-. he went on) toe, say: ‘that a day or two before reaching Rangoon, he 

sent ahead a message by someone who was arriving a day or t wo befor 
v..u he was in Rangoon# --J, H^sent ahead a message by this traveler, 

>ke 0 : addressing the note to Christian and attaching a dollar to the 

note with the request that the traveler give^eame to a 
oe s.'s -j messenger in Rangoon with instructions to deliver it to the 

9 French Embassy, When, a couple of days later, J, H, reached the 

4 1 i Rangoon^ air porty there was Christian, holding the note and the 

e dollar, still attached. Perhaps they can t he trusted but in one 

instance, at least, J, H, didn t get cheated,,,,,. 
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Wednesday, January 5th, 1955, 

v- n - !••• vi : v; - - 9o*y; j". : . i i, .v.i . . . i 

Memorandum p. < 

ny-'.iv; i\oi;of A*i::.,. wo9 nadrun ni v; i&icno 

How nice to find your Hew Tear's Eve letter in today’s 

post, 

to .j, tns 8iiti ooa . 

• It was so good to have good, wishes from Lyme which is really th 
only place from which they could come that would mean everything, 

0 9" ‘<i5 bafr ..! 9i;o - t ni ov T. ii.-is \6 em 

And thanks so much for acquainting me with so many aspects of t 
holiday season* Perhaps because I go in for unusually small parties 
on Hew Tear s Eve, —one less and nobody would be present, - I 
somehow assume that everybody might find such festivities the 
heppier in proportion to the smallness of participants in such 
festivities, 

— <."■ ->■ '' •' - - * or . - -j 1 ■. . 

And thanks much for hsaring the enclosed greeting from a 
mutual friend, It should make any day the brighter to encounter the 
gentleman of the twain whence it camefiow that I come to thtnk about 
I recall how formerly the set-up across the fence used to put me 
in mind of that somewhat unexpected combination and in both 
cases, the major portion of sympathy somehow inclines in the directi 
of thehusbands, i ni r no.' z itocmas'' \*V 

1 s to 90i!9i3-oq vjjn no ^niToaoi oii-Jil o Sub Afcuoi.o 
o Our Tender Leaf Tea. weather continues and the .flowering 
quinces are putting out their blossoms and today I dtsqovered 
a young army, of ants ion the lawn in b a ck of .‘fir 1 Miller s cabin, 
all as busy as bees and erecting a fine mound about a foot across, j 
as though the winter had- ended, I would jiave supposed that ants 
would haue better sense, t .1 *v 


t a Hnt | before leaving the matter of the holidays, I would say 

l9r I haven t .seen Madam Regard alone since several days prior to 

. December 85th, Shortly lafter Celeste s return from Europe, I was 

ico . ■•foo given to understand she had tn mind something special by way to send 

to Lyme at holiday time but she didn t say What-,’ Knowing her somewh 
«’ v [' original concepts in this field, I should be surprised at nothing I 

• - heard concerning what eventuallyy transpired by way of a gift, 

1,1 9 s>s; I a» oo glad you mentioned the matter of Illustrations and 

inr how completely you expressed my own feelings in voicing your 
*’ . !: ' 3 bLuoo own*. It. is, so nipe^to know that Platsir de France came through 

. .-a no again with another lovely number and my days will be the more gay in 

9'- Hi no -just thinking about it, sLc. ioo ; in?- : r s.c lz 
• . • .. {»: c iwiw 9W tonoA oi- ninttos 1 ot tafrarci. sAt t -a$ 


I V • -. : i.-.n a:.:.: 

r oA 


3l\$ 

ii bi.c ^ni^foAo i9qq'.:R 99i\c aiiAw o 9 bri^n ice a '8 

ij' 99fir.un oAi b«to aryjd wot v ,^9i3-9i. r- . 095-1 „■ 9 b 

• •**••• .5 LJrr.ai . i.< . a *t9U9 j 0 
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fi . i. '.•l.iUU.u t , 

I ftooe been impressed recently by the number of half hour boradcc 
originating in Washington, for the most part political, which appear 
to be growing in number from month to month under various program 
titles, "Mett the Press * continues to be my favorite and about 
the only one of those I have heard which I found rather drab was 
the session in which V, K, Wellington Koo was up for a go-round, 

And that wasn't V, I,'s fault but rather my utter lack of enthusiasm j 
the king pins in the Formosa Government, Among other 
programs of similar vein, that one originated by Theodore Granic or at 
such seems pretty good and there is the Capitol Cloakroom, of course, 
and along the same pattern, one broadcast from Des Moines in which 
Western Senators usually participate and Senator Ellender records a 
weekly chat in Washington and that is broadcast over WWL, Mew Orleans 
a week, 

Tit i - 

Last night, by sheer chance, I heard another, —a National progrd 
thing (HBC) in which Pearl Metagar chatted over coffeee cups in her 
Sheraton-^ark Hotel suite with a radio . interviewer, Celeste would 
h a ve loved it, there was so much about parties, Put in spite 
of the frills, there ipere some portions ^ found entertaining, especia 
when the lady was talking about Luxembourg and her visit to Russia, 
t tocuWoe \j. I cqjr.qB \o r,oiTnoq na-' i 

My afternoon was taken up in large measure by people, pleasant 
enough but a little wearing on my patience as I had wanted to garden, 
When the last person had left, I glanced at the clock and noticed 
I had 25 minutes before the supper bell would ring and I accordingly 
dashed off the enclosed sheet in the first paragraph of which, I belit 
I referred to Blythe and Mathalie Scott as having passed this way on 
January 5th, 2952• This sheet touches slightly on the death of the 
youth on December 19th, which 1 mentioned in a memo a week or so b a ck, 


Thursday, January 6th, 19 55, 


The supper bell rang and J. M,, Pat, Eugene and I sat down when 
voices were heard on the front gallery • J, Hi got up and called somei 
, Doc and urged them to come in, I assumd Doc indicated the Wenks, 

i As I arose, a lady came up to me with an embrace, - As coincidences cat 

* be fun, I was both astonished a delighted to discover the lady to be ?! 

other than Mathalte Scott and with her with were Dr, Band and Blythe, 

. four years to the day since the last time I had seen Mathalie, 

They joined ua for supper and\ 1 was glad to see they enjoyed Zell 
nice hot biscuits tend the pork chops were oookedj to a turn and the 
french fried potatoes were unusually \good* And so we could enjoy the 
n food with the qonversation with was on the light side and gay, Mathaj 

said she had spent a couple of, days with Martha Bobinson in Hew Orleai 
and that the latter was threatening to honor me with a visit shortly, 
We sat for auite a while after supper chatting and it was real night i 
departed, The letter f rom Lyme and: the number from Tasko and the day • 
out ever so pleasantly ,•••••• 


Sin C 7 

’0& 9^ 1\0 i ' 


irr.os^i i irrrr: «:oeo\ ?■:./& 
<si an.-;. :i aa !•: i 


Memorandums 

Alqng about 5 o clock this morning. Tender Leaf tea gave 
way to contented coca bean weather and although the sun shone 
brightly all day, the thermometer couldn t make it much above 50. 
Tonight it will slide down to about 34 and 1 shall enjoy reading 
a bit before going to bed, turning out the lights and lettigtthe 
waxing moon enchance the glories of the *hite Garden, » 

Picture my surprise this morning when I received a response to 
a form letter I had written in September or , October to a 
potential Matches customer, the leading gift shop and stationer 
in that place. This appears to be the first egg of that setting 
to hatch and it goes without paying .1 am entranced to send them by 
tomorrow's post the doaen and a half plates they requested. Off 
hand, 1 should say it was about time for these item to s tart 
rolliA&so in today's post came the enclosed letter from Dora, 

How persistently he pursues a writer, once he gets started. 

In response, I shall r ecommend, in view of this enthusiasm for 
Flaubert, that he read Ziqeig's biography of Balaac which I 
h a ve never read , My thought in doing this stems from two 
or three points, fir^st^ that if he likes Flaubert, he may 
like Flaubert's friend s writings, - Honore de Balaac, —and he 
may end up by li\ing Zweig, too. Personally I never got around 
to ead much from either Flaubert or Balaac because there was always 
so many other things, usually on the historical level, that 
appealed to me more, 

S'T - < 

And I, was delighted to learn that Dora had stumbled over 
Colonel MoCormick's broadcasts over WGM, Chicago, the Chicago 
Tribune radio station, 3ince the Colonel awns the Tribune, it 
probably isn t difficult for him to secure time on the Tribune 
station,' * ; i.i si — t o.v. f r - 

I ■ ' '■ ■ i u > ■ 

> I don t recall if I have ever mentioned the Colonel s 
Saturday night broadcasts along r bout 9 o'clack. They are 
. especially . thrilling beoause one has a sense with every one of his 
* words that the Colonel is actually falling apart and that each 
word will be his last* Then, too, there^ip that unique ability 
on the Colonel's part to treat everything the way both the 
Tribune and the D a ily Mews treats, it, and you will admit, I think, 

.... that that is really remarkable, A year or so ago, I recall 
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with what fascination I listened to his endless series on 
great American state papers in which he sometimes devoted one 
entire broadcast, sometimes several broadcasts to the 
State papers of all the Presidents from Washington to and 
including General or rather President Grant. What I liked 
especially was his vast admiration for the Grand Administration, — 
surely the most scandalous in American History, and what I 
liked even better was the good Colonel's declaration that 
he would terminate this particular series with President 
. Grant'8 State papers because "I have been unable to find ctiything 
of d» y interest or any value between the conclusion of President 
Grant s Administration and the end of the Franklin Roosevelt 
regime *• 

One assumes the Colonel didn t care so much for peoplq 
likeWilson or F. D. R., although I am astonished he couldn t 
h a ve found a lot of fine things to tickle him in the 
Harding Administration, being, as it was, so much like Grant's. 

*\ ; 5 « {) 1 • "St. jii. 0 *'»■ • •. lii - .X ■ 

I was both sorry and glad to learn this morning of the 
death of Hiss Hate Hejator of c ampti. Since last June she 
had been unable to swallow, having suffered from cancer for months 
prior to that time. Her physician told,me she had been on a 
milk diet for the last 37 t years. I don t know what a milk 
i diet is exaotly-and 1 can t imagine why one should have to subsist 
on one over such an ^ndle^S8 period. ' 

oi. otsL i -- .. *1 *i\.i r Asub : : 

While waiting for the 10 o'clock news last night, I fiddled 
around in the ether w a ves and came up with a tirade by Sam Morris, 
the prohibitionist, favorite of all tiraders among the colored 
folks who love to lisien and laugh when ghe gets to going on Deamon 
It K seems to me this must have been a re-broadcast or perhaps the so i 
speech re-delivered for some of it sounded might familiar. I espec 
liked the part where he held up his son as a shining example of 
noble young manhood, —he is in his mid 20'», papa examplined, goin 
on to say that never in all his 20 odd years of living has he 
tasted a dropof Ijeer or attended a movie. Strictly speaking £ I 
supppse , you can t say that youth ten t alive but sue of the word 
"living" seems pretty strong under the circumstances. 

■ hi:... moq*-- i II \*IIt X z: si l&KO'ioO sAi it i t iot 

Well, so much^for this sitting a pd now I must whack out some 
m a il and after that sample a new book whose title I know not, which 
came to hand today. I hope it makes harmonious listening to in 
ujew of the lovliness. of the *hite Harden in moonlight.... 


Friday, January 7th, 19 55 


Memorandumt 

I wish y 0 u might see the African House at this moment. 

An immense golden wash tub like moon is rising on the Eastern 
horizon and the West end of the African House roof looks like 

Z- 9 l 9ant J. C tr * a ”0 2e cutting a great black slice of pie from the go 
disk. There is something about it that balances in my mind with 
the gargoyle of flotre Dame cutting a sliver out of the samebiq 
bauble, so advantageously seen from along the quay. 

^»d speaking of Hotre Dame gets one around to the Madeleine 
and naturally Madame de Pompadour is just around the corner and 
* Wa ® enchanted to buyp into her while reading last night, although 
the lady herself didn t appear although her name was mentioned. 

V j vl Sb ' >'' “ r ' y • i . c\ 

How she got into the act was this wayt I was reading a 
chapter a bout Adam Smith a nd his work, "Wealther of Hattons" which 
was so remark a ble at the time it was published in 1776. (Liberty 
Bell, please copy). It seems that Mr. Smith spent some time in 
Paris in 1764 a »d es ablished a firm friendship with Dr. 

Quesnay, generally considered one of the best minds of his time, 
and Dr. Vuesney, of course, was Madame de Pompadour's nhVeician. 

It was pointed out that Mr. Smith go many ideas from She good 
doctor even as he did from B. ‘ranklin, printer, after returning 
to England where said Franklin was doing tricks for the colonies, 
and incidentally t for Adam Smith, too, in preparations for his 
masterpiece that in a few years would make its bow at the 
same time those said colonies were making such a great racket 
over Philadelphia way. That s all there was a fco«t La Marquise, but 
i served to remind one of the lady and another of her associates. 

At this moment, a party is in progress across the fence. — 
celebrating father Callahan's 77th birthday. I suppose some of 
the faithful of the Cane River gentry will be present, - Hertzogs. « 
I received my invizatlon over the coffee cups this morning and 
it was generally understood, —after all these years -that I would 
not be likely to accept. That assumption, of course, was correct. 
And so this afternoon I picked a nice fat bouquet of dark blue 
hyacinthes and wrapped up a bottole of wine. I might get 
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o credit mark in Heaven for the hyacinths which I really 
coveted but I can t look for any star because of the wine which w as 
an-elegant bottle of some imported stuff such a Burgundy or some suet 
which Father Callahan likes but which has to play second fiddle so 
far as I am concerned, when weighed against port • 

I regret to report that some colored school off some plcjce 
is having a basket ball game tonight in which the St, Mathew s 
team will participate• Net result • no secretaries, I 
think it doean t matter much, I hope, although there 3eems to 
be a sizeable letter from the Segelous but I m hoping that is an 
^acknowledgement of the Hunter canvases recently ordered. There are 
three pages, however, of this size and both sides filled, even as 
this, from that Marshall woman. She must have ‘decided to tell me 
the 3tory of her life or have copied the first volume of the Encyclopi I 
Britannica or some such, I'm ^ on i n 9 * * ian t 8one elaborte plan 
for taking over an apartment in New Orleans or New York or Hollywood . 
or some such, none of which would surprise me. There also 
seems to be a long-ish letter from Helon Hughes which, I hope is 
mostly about Florida flora and faun a and nothing so pressing 
that it will not wait until the morrow, wo or three other pieces 
appear to be bread and butter notes from pilgrims, prob a bly, but 
one of those makes two pages. It's odd how so many long ones come 
slap on the day all the secretariat decides to go on a frolic. 

The lames Livingstons of Natchitoches cane' to see me just 
as I was finishing supper. They had been in South Louisiana for 
Christmas and had taken this opportunity to come down to bring 
me a bottle of South American wine which I, of course, opened and 
which we all agreed was wonderful, In my beard I added that 
if one liked a dry Saute me, it certainly would be wonderful but 
I can imagine nothing duller than a dry S a uterne slap after leaving 


the supper table 


sos 


Etty Levy telephoned me at 4:30. She a nice old gal 
but, brother, can she talk. She is just back from Houston where 
she had some sort of a throat operation which pullled her tonal 
quality down from a tit-mouse squeak to the wr a sp of a Bankhead, 

We did the operation for ever so long and then went into the book 
review section, she having recently read the Marcia Davenport murder 
i mystery, eto,, etc,, etc until, in desperation, f at 5:10, I 
whizzed the dial around, screamed that I couldn't hear her and' 

- gently placed the receiver in its place. Poor Miss Etty, so 
kind but ptssessed of so much stamina • 

i r. 


Ai 


. i k 


We are promised rain for the week end, —I hope. 

It will be so good for the ground and so bad for road runners that 
I shall be doubly entranced,,, .. 
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Sunday, January 9th, 19 55, 


3" 


t ru t ; 


i so 


•V. oi. 


A marvelous, slow drizzle during the past 84 hours with every 
drop being absorbed and none of it running off. We could stand 
days of such business but are thankful for this generous handout, 

• c. J .; .. i-v, 'iic.A t i •.,} «5 c*t ■ 

Yesterday I learned Reform plantation house was headed for des • 
jlV -L h n ve always liked ttyis old Francois Morbtaux house up Bermuda 

way and as there aren t half a dozen ante bellum plantation houses J 
along the river, the passing of one always seems a major disaster. 
And sc I called Randolph Jones who owns the place and asked him abo 1 
the matter. He said he would let the house and 88 acres be sold 
separately if somebody whatned it. What he wanted was to get rid o. 
Then I telephoned a couple of people in town who at various times hi 
mentioned the probability that they would build homes in town, I 
convinced one t of them, at least, that Reform was something to consii 
The rain wasn t a good setting for inspecting the place and so next 
end when the prospective purchaser will be in this region again, we 
shall inspect it and during the interim, I shall be able to get 
a price from the Joneses, In the mean time, I shall be busy "holdii 
the thought" that this old place may be rescued from destruction, 

1 • _ v r (. : \ c. ^ ' • t. £/ . * i . ■ • 

The Parish had a lamentable murder this week. On I'uesday 
Mr, dug, a white gentleman, was missing. He operated a little stoi 
on the road between Sam Tobin's Zypo plantation (Now Vernon Cloutie\ 
and the Montgomery Ferry, The door of the store was ajar but no Mr, 
Clugg, Everybody liked old Mr, Clugg and his dog but neither were 
to be found although his Ford truck w a s found on the highway near 
Oak Lawn (Cashmere) plantation, the inside of the cab burned out im 
no damage to the engine, t 
. 'o' j’ •>. ...Vt s. i 

At Frenchie's store, hqrd by St, Mathew's school t a negro 
named Sarpy, twice a post graduate student at Angola prison, an 
a resident of the Bermuda area, worried.Frenchie, tyring to get 
him to give him a bottle of wine on credit. That was last Saturday, 
On Wednesday, t Sarpie was back again in a fine new suit and buying 
drinks lavishly for all customers • 

• O V> %«*\ . j ’ •« *> ' Q C: 

Teh Sheriff was advised. 


. • 3 ' 

Ax i! O.itt 
• T-t r. .V • 


On Thursday, —and this seems so odd, —Frenchie's son who li 
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a dog was whining and barking, £fe wouldn't leave the spot when 
called, here Ur, Clugg's body was found, two bullets through his 

head, his thorat cut and evidences of a futile attempt to cremate 
his body, 


'Girt 


On S a turday Sarpie confessed that he and two ex-convict associ 
had done the deed, All the local colored people are be-moaning Ur, 
Clugg's death for he was kind to them all, They all hope they h a vt 
seen the last of the culprits, Peter told me he just missed killin 
Sarpie a while back at the local honkey-tonk when Sarpie got out oj 
and, on dropping his revolver, Peter picked it up and fired it, bur 
Sarpie's ear with the powder but otherwise missing him, Peter saic 
he is sorry he didn t fire a second bullet slap in his face • 

There hasn t been sG much talk about a crime since that "Uan Named 
who was white, carved up the white lady on the railroad tracks near 
toches • . 

. ' .VSK-'. 

Dr, Sand asked me this week to listen to the ABC broadcast fn 
the Library of Congress at 3 o'clock on Sunday, I, who never get 
around to radio-ing during the day, took time out to do so, I 
enjoyed the program and the one immediately following on the same 
net work in which the life of Dr, George Washington Carver was port 
under the title of Heritage, Last night, I heard the Clifton 
F a dimqn "Conversations" program in which he and his guests discusst 
Ghost stories, Nobody with whom I have spoken since thought anytht 
of what impressed me the most, —the shortest ghost story on recorc 
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Uonday, January 10th, 19 55. 




"And so everything on earth had died except one man who was 
sitting in his home at dusk dark when a sudden knocking at his dooi 
startled him," . ^ 

'.0 . 

I found that so silly it made me laugh, 

•I.J-. i 9.'* * ( " ■ ' ) i'-L - 

Th a nks to the rain, interruptions h n ve been few over the week 
last night I did a dab of reading from Robert L, Heilbroner'8 "The 
Worldly Philosophers", being thumb nail sketches of the lives and 
theories of 18th, 19th and 80th century economists, I find it in¬ 
formative, I got K half way through Karl Uarx before drowsiness cai 
up with me. In spite of such promising potentials, what a mis r a bj 
life said u arx and his family lived, aid how astonished Uarx himsej 
be to see what a twist contemporary times h a ve been given by the qi 
developement of his theories, 

. , •• 

Tonight I think 1 shall fold up early for although I feel fini 

I instinctively feel there'll be .lots of things to do this coming i 
gardening, possibly sessions with thyt Marshall woman, etc not to 
mention Sister Frances Jerome, and I m tired in contemplating samel 




‘•j < 

ri 


Memorandumi 

-• ^ V. . .j ■ j 

Our rain lasted until this morning and although not more 
than 8 inches fell as between Saturday night and Monday morning 
every drop of it counted and none was wasted by run offs. We 
are scheduled for a 34 low tonight but bringht 3kies will 
make things pleasant on the morrow, 

. S' : . • ••• ■ • - 

Ora telephoned me today to read me something appearing in 
Time magazine about a Boucher exhibit in Deteroit, but the 
connection was cut and I never did hear more than a couple 
of sentences• She has been ailing as have so many in this area 
that up-set stomach business followed by cramps and a curative 
medecine that seems to put everyone back to normalcy again 
within 84 hours, I believe the article referred to Boucher as 
having a patron in the person of Mme, de Pompadour, "mistress c 
Louis ZV", As she was closer to the King than anyone else over 
span of twenty years, perhaps "mistress" is the correct word, a 
though it would seem to me that that word usually presupposes 
sex and Meaven knows that was not the peg on which the associai 
was hung, I believe the line in the letter from the Library oj 
Congress concerning La ^adeleine, used the words, "la trop fame 
Marquise" and that seems to be equally incorrect for it would 
seem to me that the confusion in the public mind concerning the 
stems from the fact that this most important woman in the cuitu 
pattern of the 18th century was never sufficiently well known o 
her greatness comprehended but was forever lost in the mix-up t 
.the public with that other totally unimportant lady who undoubt 
was the •true "maitresse"• 


, : ■ 


•T 


I just noticed that I gave myself a Denholme margin and so I adju 
the gagets a bit to correct same, ut speaking of little Miss Denhol 
it. would seem as though she is less active in the field of correspond 
than formerly when she was in business aid a typewriter was readily t 
hand. In passing, too, I might say that it would appear that Helen 
Baldwintakes pen in hand less frequently, althoughfor all I know, she 
be currently lost on some cruise or djeep in the herat of Mexico or so 
sucb. 


/ 
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Twice my telephone rang last night and each time it was a wrong 
number but State Senator Friedman recoQnnizing my voice, decided 
we might as well chat a little regardless• He told me the State 
of Louisiana had already received 18 million dollars 0 n tide oil 
leases and that by the first of May, twenty million more would be add 
to that amount, all of which, as I understand it, is being allotted i\ 
a raod building program . He said an unnamed banker offered the 
State a loan of a billion dollars forthwith with payments to 
be made telusively, —repayment of loan, from tide land oil deals, 
°niy the 3 mile limit is being leased at present but if the State 
wins its suit against the Federal Government and gets 10 miles off sW 
land, I shudder to think of the binge on which Earle Long's Administr 
tion will go in 1948 when most assuredly he will be elected Governor* 
. 

The book on Karl Marx which I mentioned yesterday said that Marai 
had, in 1867, figured out perfectly the inevitability of self- 
destruction on the part of Capitalism on the theoretical 3ide, what uj 
copetition invariably reducing profits to the point of bankrupcy(t*, 
But he failed utterly to comprehend that the Government which he supu 
would remain in the hands of the Capitalists, would emerge as an 
arbiter so that proftis would be disttibuted under Government supervi 
he author pointed out, in speajting of how constant change is imperai 
if any concern in the Capitalistic system is to succeed, by stating x 
one firm in America, —I imagine Dupo.nt, set forth figures indicating 
60 per cent of its income in one year was made from merchandise that ' 
ten years before the company hadn t manufactuered at all, This is 
wt 1 stuff we know, of course, but it is interesting to have the theoi 


Tuesday, January 11th, 1954 


Memorandum• .... 

Sunny and cool, exhilerating while physically active and 
a dab on the chill side if merely fiddling about, 

And I indulged in the fiddling section for a couple of hours 
around noon when I found *ill H 0 g e rs at the store, anxious to 
fin'Ksomething to do. The springs had oozed out of the bottom 
of my sofa during the holidays and although Will had never taken 
a crack at upholstery, he thought he could manage such an under¬ 
taking and so we went to work on it, I think a professional 
upholsterer would have frowned on the material 1 provided such 
strips of Lowell cloth in lieu of burlap, etc,, but when the 
job was finished it looked alright to me and it "sot" 
comfortably and since comfort seems to be the primary test for such 
a job, I guess it will pass, 

Si3ter Frances Jerome telephoned me about 10 a,m, to let me 
knoew where she was pursuing her efforts in search oj original 
material and to ask at what hour I expected Carolyn, It is 
quite true that I had expected her sometime during the day but as to 
hour I had no notion # I pen these lines at 9:30 pin,, and as 
no representative of Marshall has put in an ^appearance, I assume 
we were wrong t n our expectations, 

t 1 

At the coffee hour this morning, I learned of a new type of 
Book Club which I feel sue would interest us both equally. It 
is quite different from the usual Book of the Month, Doubleday Doran 
type of organization. Celeste is one lof the charter members o this 
local Book Club and its membership is limited to 10 or 15 members, 
all of whom are of the same social strata and, so far as I know, 
motivated by like senses of value and enthusiasms, The Club 
meets tweleve times a year, - once a month, and at the January 
meeting, some member hrings forth a book which at each monthly 
meeting is passed to another member who retains it for a month, passi 
it on to a third member and so throughout the succeeding months, 
and, as it explained to me, "i.t doesn't matter if the thing is retain 
by a single member for a whole montfk or not, since nobdy ever reads i 
we never talk about books at our meetings", You can readily see this 
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it a someiphat novel type of Book Club 


Wednesday, January 12th, 2955 


Last week end was an exceedingly busy one for at least two membe 
of the Club ifith whom I am acquainted. It had been decided that 
Monday night s meeting, held in the home of a prominent business 
man whose wife is an officer of the Club, (interruption by a wrong 
number telephone call)...,It wa3 decided that each member would 
appear in a costume from the Flapper Era. One lady wore an informal 
birdal costume, another a party dress coming only to the knees, etc., 
As described to me, the "costumes were perfectly darling" and the eve 
was devoted primarily to laughing and screaming at the appearance of 
the respective members of the Club. "The next meeting of the Book 
Club is going to be held at So-and—So's house and none of us can wait 
until the night arrives." How take all this makes such things as the 
gatherings at the Hotel de Bambouillet in the ITth century or dinners 
at Mme. de Coigny or teas at the Princesse de Conti in the 18th centu 

And I found it a striking coincidence that the word, party, came 

over .the ether waves in quite another connection before the day was p 
out. News from Berlin reported the release of another American soldi 
Soviet Russia. The youth heails from Stark, Louisiana, a little town 
somewhere off the main route from here to Lake Gharles and Orange • I 
thought the immediate re-action of the soldier's mother was so reveal 
for according to a broadcast from /Jew York, when the soliders mother 
Stark was advised by telephone that her son would soon be en route ho 
ffter spending six years in a Siberian prison camp, she exclaimed : 

T ; "• :• ■ " s *1 . oS t •; 

The first thing we shall do when he rcaches home is to have a 
big party." 

I'll bet she, too, is a charter member of some Stark Book Club . 

<. .... . 

All this gives me an idea for an extra paragraph in the 3 hort si 
about the second coming of Christ and His appearance in Hatches. ^ur 
the most logical thing in the world for some of those dumb bunnies in 
the social whirl would be to automatically propose a party. 

\ os , .: , o'*.' e ■ o : t o •, cr. jr» .*« \o ilv 

. 1 f el1 asleep last night with my radio turned on and when I awok 
I recotgnized The 12th Street Rage" being rendered in a manner that 
was both amazing and delightful. It turned out to be a Liberace per¬ 
formance and again I marveled at that getnllman's ability to wrap up 
an old chromo like "he 12th Street Rag" and h a ve it turn out so 
astonishingly arresting. I. hear him razzed from various quarters, pr> 
os to perspnality, but I have no opinion on that point as I have neve 
seen him on. T V but I must say that if it is he would makes his own 
arrangements, they are just as remarkable as his performances ., 


Memorandum : 

. • • o y- . u ■■ • ■ ; 

— Jt's nice to hear from Rudopph but it's difficult to respond 
to his inquiry regarding a visitation as between the 20th and 24th 

If that woman from Marshall would only let me know when, if ev 
she plans to make her round, I might be able to ride back as far as 
Marshall with Rudolph to take a look at Old Bonita and then return 
here with Carolyn to round up the stuff she has promised to do for 
Sister Frances Jerome. The lqtter passed this way today to inquire 
I had heard anything. I hadn t. The necessity of finishing 
much xesearch impells said nun to fly around considerably but she 
hesitates to get too entangled, fearing Carolyn may appear unannoun 
and the photographic work she has promised to do is so important 
that she doesn t want to miss her. And thus we all go around in 
circles, with nobody getting anywhere 

% . *i « £ " i 

As,nothing surprises one as to the whereabouts of said lady, I 
shouldn t be at all surprised to learn that she spent last week end 
in Vaco and probably has never received letter suggesting she ma 
,down this way on the 11th. One thtng ts certain, I don't want he 
and Rudolph here at the same time since the presence of a third per 
would not be conducive toconcen rated*, labor. 

o • A ui iiiL j ' s-o yu noAc/u-A 

Until hearing from. Carolyn, I shall hold a letter from K a y o'B 
. which includes a paragraph regarding the 0'Brien-Storm calendar, 
feeling that Carolyn should a cqu a int herself with the contents. 

It is 8 ta ted in Kay's letter that the ladies from the Bluff will 
head out for Hew Orleans and Frankly, Louisiana on February 1st, ani 
will make a round to see me. They have to get back to South 
Carolina for Carden tour things in March and they are spending 
April in California. According to Fay, la Storm will go to Africa i 
t -i Carolyn during the summer and in the autumn. Fay will go to Europe 
meet la Storm and Carolyn • t 

t :.K A •• :t: U o a LiJ L . ay i i 1 

My guess is that the above plans have been formulated pretty m 
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at The Bluff and I doubt very much if Carolyn has been advised ai 
yet, Broke and with u Old Bonita on her handy and a dry summer 
a head, everybody I know except Carolyn wouldn t think of such 
an unexpected .hejira, But knowing that Marshall woman as you anc 


do, we wouldn t have much of a concept as to what her re-action i 
be, except we would both assume that she would go, I should 
like to put a flea in her ear and I'm she may consult witl 

prior to making a response to any letter from The Bluff which 
she may have received during the past week or is likely to come ij 
a ny day now, I am thankful for one thing, —apparantly 
I have convinced The Huff that I'm not chasing anywhere, 

I read a couple more chapters last night from The Worldly 
Philosophers and because errors are so rare in the actual, mechant 
of recorded books, I was impressed when I stumbled over one whicf 
escaped the manufactu rers of these recorded words The chapter 
dealt with Keynes, the cojitempoary English economist, remarking 
that his lineage extended Hack to the invasion of England by 
uillaume le Batard in "Ten o sisty six", I'm quite sure the pi 
text read "1 066" but the reader fumbled on that one, andl don't } 
it struck me as funny but it certainly did sound odd, 

_ 

Everything is ively next door . And that is anxother way of 
saying there's road running in the offing. It seems that 
the annual C a mmllia Show will be held on Saturday at Lafayette, d 
so Celeste and Dee Bertaog will leave here on Friday noon, spend 
night in Uew Iberia, I suppose, and Saturday m L a fayette, When t 
will return, I know npt, but I assume on Sunday, 

Then, on the 89t , there is doings at the Shamrock Hotel 
in Houston where there will be much doings,such as C ocktail 
Parties of the "R,S ,V,P," variety are already being heralded, anc 
_ that will leave' but a single week end before the R, E, A, caravar 
out for Atlantic City, Is it any wonder everything should be so 
across the fence, 

. . 

I hear so many, people talking about the Marcia Davenport boc 
"My Brother's Keeper" or some such title, being basedon the Colli 
brothers' case of a few years b a ck, I believe. And speaking 
of yiss Davenport recalls to mind her half sister, Herr Zimbalisi 
daughter who, follawiyg a round at Brentano's, married Robert Coe 
I believe, I still recall with merriment how, when her attentior. 
was called to dust on the books in her section of the store and 
a dust cloth was recommended, she snapped that she would 
telephone for her maid to come down to attend to same. 

That girl certainly was a sight, I h a ve ji long since assumed 
« was Alma Cluck's first daughter by Davenport, who gofthe brains c 
the second by ^imbalist who got the gusto,,,,,,, 


Uemorandumx 

How nice to find your Monday noon air mail in 
thi 3 morning'8 po 3 t, (Apologies to,Miss Denholme for the strange 
margin,) 

Your account of your busy days impell me to keep many fingers 
crossed that this coming,week end may provide you with a breathing 
spell and I'm hoping you will make the most of it by forgetting 
there are such things as typewriters, telephones and all the rest 
of the paraphanalia that in any way suggests an office. Knowing 
a s you do that I am happiest when I imagine you may be getting 
n momentary rest, you will not let the matter of correspondence won 
you for the telepathy department is working perfectly and eventual Ij 
things will smooth out to such a point as we sha.ll be ayle to exc ai 
news to our mutual satisfaction, Tn the mean time, let s make e 
most of the little rest periods,.- they are so rare for you to enjoi 
a nd I shall be the more delighted in knowing that you are 
saving energy against a subsequent opportunity to more leisurely 
exchanges, 

I'm looking forward to Plaisir de France with endless impatient 
for last year's number has given me so much joy throughout the year 
a iid so many ideas have germinated by merely turning through it, 

I suppose there is added interest in the publication as of today, 
because in the same mail with your letter came one from mem lieber 
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'Don't mourn for me, my friends, 
Don't weep for me never. 

For I'm going to do nothing 
For ever and ever • 

With sounds and sweet music 
Ihe heavens will be ringing, 

But I shall have nothing to do 
With the singing." 


Friday, January 14th, 19 55 


Epitaph of the old char woman 


Memorandum : 


How nice, how nice, how nice.••..the lovely gift, so 
generously dedicated with your sweet note, arrived by this d, 
post It's so pleasant just to turn through its elegant pages 
a nd so many ideas spring up from any old page that it seems 
matter not if one is in either the advertising or the centra. 


It is from the Chapter on Keynes in The Worldly Philosophers • Poor, 
tired old char woman, and obviously bereft of any hopes of ever mkiri 
the Pearly Oates • 

'VltV. tU.V' 1.-5! 

I finally and at long last got around to read Carolyn's 
letters and I shall send them along herewith or under separate cover 
While in the midst of them, she telephoned from Marshall, saying shei 
had just returned from three days in Dallas and so had failed to get 
my letter on Monday, asking her to make a round this week • I 


Art section of the publication 
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You nay well imagine my surprise at the post office this 
morning when Eugene handed me my mail, I didn't know the Same 
were in Hawaii but I was postively startled a t J• H.'s card fro 
Hew Delhi , supposing, as I did, that he is in IJew rleans, My 
secretary couldn t make out the cancellation d ate but I assume 
this card must have been mailed during the week of the 20th of 
.November, I shall let this dwaddling on the part of the mails 
rem a in in my mind when I ponder as to the possibility that some 
communication or other that has kwf> been hoped for fails to 
put in a prompt appearance t foi' surely this is an excellent exc 
of how things can slow down on occasion. As T recall» J, H. hi 
got b a ck to Helrose about December 8th or 9th and it doe3 seem 
the mail might have ca ght up with him if it couldn t beat him 
the same destination, 

a-. .'iVi . At o « 

t ' j 

I a 88ume J, H. will be home tonight or tomorrow and I shad 
note with k interest his surprise in learning of yesterday's 
postal advent, 

.'iuor: • j ;t et •' 4C>o . $iva* oe'tp\ 

Celeste and Dee Hertzog pulled out this noon forL a fayette 
for the C a meillia Show, le a ving Madam Regard and me ^uite alone 
the plantation tonight, and we are liking it, I suppose one re 
why I an inclined to be sleepy at the moment is because I have 
b a by sitting And you can im a gine my im a ptience to await what 
gift of appreciation T shall be receiving on Celeste's return, 
D a lla8 trip w a s meager but that was my fault because I didn't 
send Madam Regard to the hospital, but the Sugar Festival brouc, 
forth a plum and a banana,-as,I recall, or was there an apple, 
n gesture of gratitude for my b a by sitting on that occasion, 1 
some mulatto women gossiping the other day and they were expres 
their surprise that the lady's husband fails to provide her wii 
any money # I'm sure they would drop dead if they knew the sums 
through her fingers weekly and, as is my old question as to wh 
the Dutch did with the treasures of the fabulous East, what in 
world is there to show for it all, 

• j i.. , 1 t sin ' . •• r.. 

It is warm tonight and the sky is overcast with clouds whi 
the weather man says will bring a few sprinkles but only that, 
the morrow. I sauntered slowly on way back to Yucca tonight 
for the narcissus bulbs a re a bout re a ching their pinacle of per 
the gardens are incredibly sweet, as you m a y well imagine, 

. . C-: : i. " • • 

But now I must foldand probably I shall have to struggle t 
my eyes open until the news has l been reported but dreams will l 
pleasant, what with Plaisir awaiting me at tomorrow's dawning,. 


Sunday, January 16th, 195b, 

■, ;*\ : •' • ; F! i w** \ O •• 

t o' 9H0 ' " - 33 ' ’’ 

g^rtr i - Wo t- -fr c r ^ v- i £-0^ 1 i -j 

Memorandum : 
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Memorandum * 


Li 3 - 

ep. c »'i. 
3K 0 - v 


u 

t iU / 


I note this peculiarity and trust it signifies nothing more 
than ordinary wool gathering on J, H,'s part, —J, HH, who never 

takes a drop of liquor • 

4 

Madam Regard told me this afternoon that J, H. said to her 
this morning that we ought to hold dinner until a little after 
11 since Dan would be d little late. As we usually dine at 
11:50, this seemed a little odd and after J, H,, Pat and I had gati 
to break bread and Madam Regard held up serving dinner, she inquir . 
G s to ibhen Dan might be x expected to arrive and . H. said he 
must h a ve mis-spoken as he had intended to say Pat would be late, 
which he wasn't. 

Then J. H. told me that Mrs, Lambre of Bermuda had telephoned 
him a few minutes before saying she had friends from Ohio who wouli 
love to visit Melrose at 3 this afternoon, J, H, suggested 1 
'telephone her if that was not convenient for me. It was con¬ 
venient, however, and I'-waited for half an hour on the gallery ocn 
fence, thinking the Lambres, -old friends, - would drive to the sit 
nd I thought the shelter from the rain would give me a good vantai 
point to note their advent, I thdught Madam Regard might be siestt 
ing and so didn't go inside until I heard the telephone ring, I 
responded and was vaguely surprised to hear a lady say that she 
was Mrs. Jordan of Natchitoches with friends from Iowa who had spot 
with J. H. earlier in the day about a Melrose tour which the ensuii 
rain had washed out, etc., etc. 

\ , V ' ' • . V* itO'i'lC.' . 1 14 , * '■* 

* Somehow I c a n't make Ldnbre, Ohio and Bermuda rhyme with 
Jordan, Iowa and Natchitoches but perhaps that was close enough fo: 
gentleman counting cotton bales in hi3 mind s eye. 

There was a nice slow drizzle yesterday and today, and in spi- 
of it, on Saturday afternoon, the Woods came down from Natchi tochi 
„nd I piloted them through Reform plantation with which they both , 
in love in spite of the ample ozing of mud and water. Later I 
contacted Randolph Jones who couldn't tell me how much he wanted ft 
the property but hoped the prospective purchasers would offer him < 
price. I told him they had asked my opinion of its worth and that 
I had stalled until he could give me an approximate figure. He 
promised to make up hi 3 mind on Monday and until then, I shall con 
holding the thought that Reform Plantation may be saved from destn 
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As for Celeste and her week end, everything seemed to rock al 
• t smoothly- except an excess of rain for much of the time. But 

Friday night's pagent was to everyone's enchatment, apparantly ana 
the endless collections of camellias at some large auditorium 
where the prize flowers are on display is amazing as an assembly c 
such bowidless floral treasures , 


ti. 


■ U\z IU 
) ■/' ■ ' V 


') "■ 4 • \ "t 

i.. . • v* 




Although she 3aw quite f a few people from the Shreveport area 
Whom she knew'. Celeste didn t happen to encounter any representatv 
from Alexandria or NatchSz, oddly enough, although in view of the 
tremendous number of people who converge on the town for this annu 
'exhibit, I suppose one might easily fail to encounteran endless 
number of familiar faces, It was interest inng to learn that one 
might see a'Chinese magnolia now and then in Lafayette and 
<Xew' Iberia, already in blosso m9 I reckon"' the Melrose one’s will 
not start unfolding for another ten days, 

I suppose I might have heard more about the situation in Lafa\ 
had I been across the fence whefi Celeste got home a round first dar' 
I didn t pass that way until a/ter 6 and, thanks to some tiresome 
TV programs, general interest cehteted on that instrument and 
again I realized what a great blessing this invention really is as 
‘a 'time killer and a substitute for conversation, I don’t mind 
•admiting that sometimes, out of politeness, I sometimes linger for 
an hour after supper to give art impresston of interest in the 
programs of dubious '■- J u a lity but while I secretly resent the 
waste of time, still I am thankful for the relaxation it provides 
chatter and the opportunity it provides me to rest my eyes a littl 
before returning to Tucca to chat a bit with you and to read a lit 

before folding up my beard in anticipation of hearing Meet he Pre 

. 

I enjoyed running through the brief account of that strange 
concoction of espionage deception which is detailed so briefly 
in that little book, "The Man Who -Never Was", Somehow the 
factual story ran like a Sherlock Homes tale being played backward 
on a film, I believe an abridgement of this unique epsidoe of 
* war doings appeared a few years b a ck in Header's v igest, but I 
found it entertaining to run through it in its full length, althou 
even so, the a ccount is brief. 

There was a letter from Madam Marco in Saturday's post. It i 
good to know she i 3 a i>le to w rite event though I shall probably h 
to wait a day or two more before finding someone capable of deciph 
after which 1 shall send it along, I was sorry that I 
was unable to hear the Clifton F a diman broadcast last night, but tl 
Dark Duke g a ve me an excellent account of Army life as he had expe 
it in Modena and that, as a performance, I think, out-did anything 
that could have issued from the ether waves,,,,,, 


Monday, January 17th, 19 55. 
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Memorandum : 


■' *» n 'jo 


Ora telephoned me this morning at 7, She 
said that under date line of January 16th, The Shreveport 
Times reported the death of Dr, Pierce butler at the 
home of a daughter at Oak Hi^ge, Tennessee, I 
h a ve a sked different people to look for the announcement in the 
Times Picayune and I shall enclose same, should it come to hand. Once 
in a while, the death of a person seems-to mark the passing of an era 
and such for me seems to be the case in this instance, 

So often Southern children, born in the 1860's and 1870's, — 

Dr, b u tier was 82, received in their early training the effects of the 
full after-glow of the ante bellum period in which their parents had 
grown up. Thus they presented certain vivid aspects of 
the generation just before them and although those receiving this were 
few in number, they themselves never seemed able to pass it along 
in its full intensity, as they had received it, to their own off¬ 
spring, Dr, Butler, i/iss Louise, Madam Marco, Miss Cammie, to name 
t a f ew » were splendid examples of this effect of mirroiring the 
civilization which had died out so 3hort a time before they were 
born and while I deeply regret the inability of our generation to 
transmit it again to those next in line behind us, still I shall 
df-ways feel indebted for the richness that was mine in having been 
ble to witness the phenomenon in such persons as the Butlers, Wailes, 
•> 

Sister Frances Jerome came by for a moment this afternoon. While 
she was here, waiting to see J, H,, gne of my friends of deepest dye, 
passed this way, too, a youth I hadn t seen since mid December, He 
had pneumonia in November and after recovering, was stricken again 
with it about Christmas time. He is a Member of the family on whom Ft 
M iller and I used to doctor and it was his brother who so touchingly p 
me with the gift of the frong for the little pgol at the west end of 1 
Sister Frances Jerome thought the youth looked pale and it depressed 
to realize he wo,uld be getting little or no oare from his nit-wit 
mama, for consumption so often seems to tread on the heels of these ne 
pneumonia cases when recuperation isn t attended my care and tendernes 
There is pity enough for those who arG afflicted with tuberculosis but 


f 
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something dreadfully distrubing about recognizing someone how has less 
as than one chance in a thousand from heading into it. Perhaps I can 
get the local clinic at St, Mathews to do something a bout it, but 
neglect is 3uch a difficult thing to contend with a iid where prevention 
is almost impossible, cures are even more difficult to manage. But 
I shall do a Mary B a ker Eddy and see what holding the thought and othe 
things can accomplish, 

. • • . " . < 

Sister * ranees Jerome has about come to the c onclusion that I rea> 
years back but have never voiced to her, to wit, that the landed gentr, 
,in the uppqr social brackets of the mulatto section a re almost impossib. 
to deal with in matters relating to racial things and after profound 
thought and study, including conferences with high born mulatto member 
are active f in S, A, C, P,, she voices my intuitive feelings, too, in 
asking one s self if these people in the higher brackets of the mulatt 
social set aren t less motivated by a desire to advance the condition 
of all people of color qne if, in fact, they aren t primarily ocncerne i 
with using the neck of the negro as a .stepping stone -on which they can 
elevate their own position a little higher, -In short, I shouldn't be 
surprised if the landed mulatto gentry are either suspicious of the mo 
of people like Sister Prances Jerome and me or, puzzled by our efforts 
they simply conclude we are fools, 

x . . > ao a " : i i at i ju 

Randolph Jones telephoned me this noon .to give me a price on 
Reform plantation house and its 82 acres. He wants $1 5,000.00 for it. 
The acreage, according to present standards, is worth $4, 000.00 
which puts too high a figure on the value of the house which would havi 
done all over, I shall give the foods the figure but I shall be 
particular to tell them that I do not recommend the investment, 

I am going to feel very noble when I advise them against buying the 
place for it is very unlikely that another buyer will appear over the 
horizon, which is just another way of saying, of course, that the fate 
of one of the few remxxining ante bellum homes in the Cane River countr\ 
is sealed, t • ■ K 

. e,:v f, ’.v- • •• 4U . u: orv.- 

Oddly enough, from all J have written thU3 far, I must give the fa. 
impression that I am viewing life momentarily with a jaundiced eye, 
Actuqjlly t my spirits, in spite of death, potential difficulties for my 
negro friend and the destruction ofReform Plantation, I feel rather 
light hearted, even as must a mortician, in spite of the demands of hit 
The merchant-planter, in spite of being tied to the store and Po 3 t Off 


Memorandum : 


And so, at long last, we got a regular November Day in 
But since there didn't seem to be an November days" in Nove> 
perhaps thi 3 is another of those "better late than never" t 

Along about 5 o'clock this morning a sudden gust of win 
of a cloud and a few seconds later, the latter dumped a buck, 
of water on us. By noon, three inches of rain had come tumbi 
and this afternoon waxed colder, the clouds continuing, but tu 
promise is for clearing skies and much colder on the morrow and 
that will suit my program perfectly, 

<■ If the day piussout as I envisionit, I should be in 
Shreveport by 11 and from there Carolyn will whisk me to Old Bonita 
which should be achieved by noon. It seems to me I ought to be 
able to give that place an adequate survey within a couple of hours 
after which I shall recommend that we head back to Melrose to 
arrive here between 5 and 6. It is so rare for me to venture abroa 
that tomorrow's plans seem almost unreal, He a ven knows how long I 
staved off giving my advise on landscaping Ood Bonita and although 
I an delighted to express any opinion and even to lay out a chart, . 
am hoping this little excussion will enable me to stave off 
nother for a decade or so, 

I wrote the American Foundation for the B{i nd on Monday, 
pointing out that the fourth volume of Talking Book Topics, usually 
received in December, failed to reach me this year. In today's pos 
the recording arrived. It is read by your friend, A, Scourby, Esqu 
he 'very graciously opens the reading by wishing us all a Merry 
Christmas which is just fine, of course, but slightly on the be- 
l a td side 

■ i ' ( I 

From the list I shall order a few items, including the Francis 
Parkman "Oregon Trail" which I requested be recorded about 20 
years ago, You may recall that Par\man, soon after finishing colle 
in the Boston area, made the westward trek across the Great Plains 
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Wednesday, January 19th, 19 55. 


1846, well before the California gold rush got under way, and as I 
recall t his account of that section of the country was excellent, 

In view of subsequent readings, I should like to have another godr 
the book to see if, thanks to Lewis and Clarke and others, my Aoriil 
been broadened any. 


Memorand urn i 


There is also a book by one Dale Morgan, a biography of Jedsdi 
n nd his efforts in making western fur trade a success, This would 
seem to tie in with the Barkman thing somewhat but I am particular! 
a nxious to explore its earlier part since said Smith was one of the 
same Smith family that held so much land in early times in the Seco 
Creek neighborhood, 10 or 15 miles below Matches, and "Aunt Smith" 
was a sister-in-law f or perhaps a niece-in-law of said S Jedediah S 
a nd Aunt Smith", you may recall, was the daughter of Thomas Header 
married the Reverend Benjamin Chase of Mantua, -Mantua Plantation 
being a part of the original vast Smith tract and adjacent to 
Retirement Plantation where finally most of the Mantua treasures we 
consumed by firei having been moved from the Mantua museum to 
Retirement for safety's sake. How Miss ilellie would enjoy this 
biography if it, indeed, covers any ground much concerning the earl 
Hatches kin folks of Jedediah # 

» 

I notice that Lew Wallace's "Prince of India" or 3 ome such was 
recorded in something like 42 volumes, —and my guess is that fewer 
read Wallace then Proust but that speculation doesn't cut any ice a 
to what has been and what has not beeen recorded 

A brief, I take it, biography of Helen Could by her daughter-in 
was also iricluded in the list, I am under the impression this has 

A ppeared in Ladies Home Journala year or so back. Do you remember 
he pretty pink and blue hyacinthes Helen (Mrs, Finley J, Shepherd, 
used to place in window boxes every year at Easter time in her papa 
old house there on the Northeast corner of, —was it 45th or 46th S 
opP'Osie W, and J, Sloane, occupying the Southeast corner of the Ave\ 
It s intereting to ±» notice what remains most vividly i n -ind ( 
so many years, and of all Fifth Avenue vignettes, those pi nr and bll 
hyacinthes seems to remain more vivid than anything, 

• 

I a** looking for Eugene at the Post Office in the morning for • 
her returned from Beaumont today, h a ving probably made his Texas 
jaunt in downpours, both going on Saturday and returning today,,,,, 
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road, but everything went 
a little later than usual, 
tired as a result of the unusual 
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. It seemed odd, being in the big 
off nicely and although I am writing 
I don't seem to be particularly ^— 
employment of my time, 

r : n i \ -nl v t 

All operations moved along as smooth as silk, getting to tow 
of Shreveport where Carolyn met me and whisked me off to Marshall 
where we stopped by her home, Carolyn wanted to present her moth 
with a birthday gift, and I was delighted to meet the lady, a fin 
character vaguely on the side of the strong charactered dowager i 
Lonsdale play, giving the impression she was possessed of tons of 
good judgement and probably a little uncertain about the unusual 
scope of some of her daughter's undertakings, She had made a 
chocoAaterptbe chocolate pie and a cup of coffee,, about 12 1 30, 
we said oodbye, Madame Ramsey saying she was going to her club, 
we heading ten miles northeasterly to Old Bonita t I shall 
make one of my inimitable maps to attach herewith, hoping it may 
some vague concept of the layout,, 

\ ' • ’ I- 

I suppose the house is perhaps twice as far back from the ro 
as Yucca is from the highway • The fields are treeless and 15 or 
of Carolyn's fine cattle were grazing there,, A fence, palleling 
main road, bi-sects this space between the highway and the house, 

V it 

There are two or three large trees in front of the house, - 
that is on the side toward the road. There are three units in 
the domestic establishment, the central building and two small of 
flankers, 

tt*'.- 00<3 tb QOS V® 06 to OS co.. aq 

. The front of the house actually faces not the approach but 
rather the lake. There are galleries front and back. On the lak 
side, one large room runs across the building, the room being a bo 
the size of the Melrose Library, It is bea tifully furnished, wi 
a big fire place aff opposire the door giving on the gallery tow 
.lake. There are two sofas at right angles to the fire place, boo 
the end wqills, and pleasant brio-a-brac, slightly on the brassy s 
and the fireplace has a crane on ufhich swings a big old iron kett 
and a side qven to the right of the firplace makes possible the 
broiling of steaks, etc,, in an entirely closed compartment, hot 
, . a biscuit, I suppose, since its one side is right next to the fir 
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Old Bonita Ranch 


tenant house 


ut I have forgotten to mention the bedroom and kitehen. 

As one approaches the house from the main highway, there are tw 
three doors giving on the gallery. One of these leads to the 
master bedroom, on the right, a charming room, decoraded with 
old fashioned wall paper, with a pretty old fashioned mantle cl 
and several nice pieces of furniture. A bathroom, including a 
between this bedroom and the kitchen which one enters by the do 
extreme left of the gallery , and it appears friendly and surpri 
in its walls, doors and kitchen furniture. I should have added 
the bath t including the 3hower is ultra modern in its appoint¬ 
ments and conveniences and the same might be said for the kitch 
Tbtese three rooms repres nt the space along the side of the hou 
facing the highway t the long living room covers the length of 
the house on the side of the lake. I feel instinc itvely we sha. 
visit thi3 place enventually and therefore I go into these deta 
to provide a jumbled but perhaps v a gue notion of the place. 

The little office to the shouth of the main house is connected 
with it by a roof covering the rxx drive between . It has 
a charming bedroom and many book cases, and quite separate from 
it and entered by another door, is a space which is used as a d 
room and, although I did not notice in particular, probably 


,ouse, tow rd the lake , is perhaps 
from 48th to 50 th Street and from 5 t 
oped gently down, after the manner a 
i all open, save for one or two trees 


I shall fold 
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Thursday , January 20th, 2955. 


E 


Uemorandum.: 

The weather remains partly cloud, damp and chill but there 
are always advantages in such an atmospheric set up since road¬ 
running appears to be at a minimum and therefore one can get 
one with a normal routine, 

Carolyn spent the morning and afternoon with Sister Frances 
Jerome, flying up and down the river and tomorrow they are going 
to Baton Rouge on some of Sister F, J,'s business and J believe 1 
intend going on to 'few Orleans, in part, at least, in response tc 
telegram Carolyn received thi3 morning regarding the taking of 
the apartment in the Crescent City, She asked my advice and I 
told her frankly that I inclined on the negative side. She said 
that since she .intended doing many stories in Louisiana, she woul 
find it so convenient to operate from such a base and besides, sh 
had to make a special effort to break the spell of Old Bonilja wht 
inclines to do too much work of a physical nature and doesn t cor. 
on other aspects of endeavor,, 


While on the subject of Old Bonita, after I had looked the 
over yesterday, I recommended that she sell off the s everal hundr 
acres, —everything, in fact, except the 50 or 75 acres, as cover 
by the inimitable map, leaving only a substantial b a ckdrop of woe 
to guarantee her privacy on the three sides, —the fourth being 
covered by the public road, I believe such a sale would pull 
her out of the red and at the same time relieve her of that 
frittering away of her energies 

. • « • » *■ ^ •*- ** ‘ -* 

interruption,,,,,,, 

• « *• • : *\ •. a 1 . ',»».■ r* > T «' • «*• M ’'fiCViJfc. 

\ ° v ' " 

This morning I was glad to see that Thompson lady from 
Witchita, A anseas, or where ever. La Thompson and 
her daughter and thq latter’s new husband had come down to Louisi 
a day or two, —isn t it killing how people nowadays travel such 
distances for a day or two, and they were s topping with the wood 
—Alton Johnson, and so Alton's papa had brought them dou 
from his home a mile or so up the road. The mother-in-law and 


r. sb 


the son-in-law were ■apparently just getting over some form of 
influenza and what with the weather being " a ir-ish", I made ti 


the i 
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Friday, January 21st, 19 55 


short on walking but tall on"medecine" in the form, of a good 
stiff drink of port all around, and I gue ss swallowed mine mot 

in the hopes of killing meandering virus than in unselfsih 
hospitality, I took the opportunity to tell Alton's papa to set 
his offspring down here this week end sometime, thinking Caroly) 
might get a couple of shots of him fiddling with his knife and 
of wood, which might be used to advance eventually in a chapter 


Memorandum 


The wepther hoovers" around 50 and for the week end we 
are promised cloudless skies a n & the same bracing atmosphere, 

C .TO 1 L .3 5 J) • r ») »• *C 0 • . •* 4 J ~ ‘ Vj <.• <5 w s • o 3. j •. v..! 

The northern migration in the direction of the Gulf is on ,- 
so many people seem to remainin their northern homes until after 
seasonal holiday period and then wing their way South, But whil. 
many are stopping in town, atcax according to Carmen comparati 
few are passing this way, for which, needless to say,*I am truly 
grateful, K I had but a couple of sets today and that was ample 
Outside of those little chores, I had the balance of the day to i 


The interruption noted above was occasioned by the arrival 
of Carolyn and Sister F, J, whom I had bidden to meet a couple 
of representatives of the blacker brackets, - the Bark Duke, hi 
brother and Charlie, The first and third of this trio have off 
spring in St, Mathews school and I thought it would be advanage 
for the Sister to get the negro viewpoint, as opposed to 
the mulatto, regarding home life and particularly educational a 
of the contemporaryry scene. We had a modest collation, based 
on simple like3 of the Ethopian taste in food, - sandwiches of 
beef, of cheese and of pork, with ample stores of dill t and pepp 
pickles, potatoe chips, etc,, and fruit cake of Blythe s making 
with port wine, I employed the collection plate with the 
long handle to serve the potatoe chips, and as anticipated, onl 
that instrument for such a service could inject a vaguely 
hilarious touch • I think everyone had a pleasant time and 


At breakfast, Zelma told me that Carolyn had headed out earl 
would be back Saturday evening „ It was her plan, I believe, to p 

J 

so as to arrive in Baton Rouge by ll^o'clock for the appointment 
with the President of L, S, U 


Sister Frances Jerome before 7 so they might drive in comparative 

v - . . Press, After that, they planned t 

go on to Hew u rleans to see about the apartment and to spend the 
night, I don't pass for knowing anything a bout the history of 
nunneries but,, off hand, it strikes me that Sister F.J, enjoys 
more liberty than such g a ls usually get. Personally $ I'm 
all af in favor of 3uch freedom but there must be a heap of the 
straight-laced sisterhood who would fall out but completely if th 
knew of such liberty. Come to think of it, the priests appear in 
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i i 


The ladies across the fence, of course, are perfectly enchani 
’Carolyn 1 8 contribution to the nun’8 good works but I almost 
laughed out loud over the coffeee cups this morning when it was pc 
out thatit was I who brought the gals together and that w i f thout mj, 
efforts, etc,, etc, etc,, and that "Sister Frances Jerome s life u 
be quite the same because of that". That her memory department ioi 
prob a bly never be quite the same, of course, is perfectly true bui 
whether that is something for the ladies across the fence to rejoi 
bout might be o debateable point, 

, *•> "U,.-: v< c.t r wc ■’ \y-.i 1 

Ur, Reames sent me the enclosed clippings and demonstrates tl 
bye that he has not been instructed about the importance of indue 
dates and source information covering such material, As 
Dr, Butler died on Sunday afternoon, which was January 16th, 19 55, 
one would assume that the clippings might be from a newspaper, 
probably the Times Picayune, of January 17th or 18th, 19 55. 

I have waited until this week end to drop Virginia a note, being 
mindful of what is probably an unusually heavy correspondence duri 
thi8 past week,, I shall remark that her father's death probably 
a s no surprise to either of us and that in spite of his physical 
departure, the solid slabs or foundation stones of his own intellt 
integrity , have undoubtedly occupied so much space in the stuff 
of which we are built because of the influences exerted by his owr 
personality on us that we shall never feel that a goodly part of 
him doesn t remain built into us,If I may borrow the phrase : this 
I believe~and knowing Virginia as I do, the mere saying so, in sp\ 
its seeming triteness, will mean as much to her, perhaps, as the 
more formal expressions of sympathy which or rather with which the 
members of the family have undoubtedly been inundated, 
z ■ t 

A passing pilgrim, following a visit to Mobile last week end, 
tells me that already the azelias are coming into bloom in 
that region of Alabama, I'm not 3ure, but I'm under the 
impression this, event is about three weeks ahead of schedule, due, 
no doubt, to the c omparatiyely mild winter, 
lit.jnisi' c &o»* ■ f*!'* ■ t o o “~ 

Reverting to the clippings, these were sent me by Mr, Reames 
request of Ora, In view of the fact that in certain Hatches circl 
it was well known thatDr, Sutler honored me to an unusual degree u 
his friendship, - something so many Hatches people aspired to but 
achieved, it seems or would seem odd in any place but Hatches tha\ 
such as Roane or ^ary Rhodes or Mrs. ^oore or Miss Myrashould have 
failed to take pen in hand to advise me about his death. But thai 
Hatches, and besides, there are all the hoppikirts to be refurbisf 
the March fandango,,,,,, 


L 6 ’ 

i\ 


Sunday, January 23rd, 2955. 


Memorandum : 

. r .... • 

It's so nice to be able to report a nice quiet week end, for 
the most part sunny but definitely on the cold side. The latter 
feature probably discouraged some road runners but not all of them, 

• V In.. - - V ' ' ' 

I should like to take up the pronunciation of a word with you 
as a starter. My barber c a me to work on my Saturday afternoon. He 
has two boys living in ffhio and I .inquired about them, I like to 
hear colored barbers talk for they are always giving a twist to thir 
that enchant me, 

, . . 

Take for example this word, this word with the accent on the 
first syllable : — too-lee-doo, When I first heard it, I discovered 
mental picture forming in my mind of a big old rooster atop a fence 
flapping his wings lustily anti screaming "Too-lee-doo-lee-doo," 

i \ ' IV J *f •" * • • • * a - i 

How the thing came up was through my question about where the l 
sons were living, —in Cleveland, I ventured, But he said they were 
rather were in Too-lee-doo, There are so many Indian names scatters 
the country of which I have never heard that I wasn t surprised that 
. thi3 one should have escaped me but later, when the barber explained 
it was a large city and in northern Ohio, it all suddenly unraveled 
automatically his Too-lee-doo became my v Toledo and I nevarly jumped 
up and flapped my own wings out of sheer delight, 

>.o. : i - a. 'vii 

Carolyn and Sister Frances Jerome be-stirred themselves early c 
Saturday morning in Hew Orleans and headed this way at 5 a,m,, arrvi 
Ihey spent the afternoon working on mulattoes up and down Cane River 
naturally they both were bound to have been exhausted by night fall, 
Carolyn was ; up for early morning Mass today and spent the morning 
taking pictures in and about the ^hurch, She came this way to breah 
across the fence and left right afterwards for another afternoon of 
photographing, —interiors of mulatto homes, f believe. It is under 
standable that she was equally ready for bed when night came back ag 

1 •; ••• "t: 'll 1 $i\is -"*'3 Q!" iU , 

I .was frankly delighted to have these two days to myself to wor 
on half a dozen odds and ends, not to mention a few pilgrims from 
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21 January 24th, 19 55 


Memorandum : 


The thermometer stood at 27 this morning. A fine sheet of ice 
a quarter of an inch thick covered the big old iron sugar pot, 

A few of the more daring shell pink blossoms atop the Chinese magnolic 
near the bindery collapsed with the rising of the sun and a 
few white camellias beyond the Chapel turned from snowy white to a 
deep coffee color. Fortunately this cold wave came this early and 
probably d*d little or no damage to budding things, J am holding 
the thought that the terminal bud inside the banana stalks escaped 
destruction, too# 


It was good to be back on my old schedule in being able to read 
on Saturday night, The biography of Jedediah Smith is rather on the 
dull side, due in fact, perhaps, to the fact that .comparatively littj 
is probably \nown a bout the man excerpt in the annals of exploration 
of the upper Missouri and the Santa Fe Trail, Being acquainted with 
theLewis and Clarke adventures up the Missouri in 1805, this 
book which has much ta do about the same region in the 1820's, pro- 
voides a neat stepping stone to The Oregon Trail lof the 1846 which 
I shall undertake next. Familiarity with the names and characteristi 
of the different Indian tribes appearing in all three books makes tht 
reading of the second and third just that much more interesting becai 
of previous acquaintance a nd, should I chance to re-read the Lewis ai 
Clark thing sometime latex, I shall prob a bly find that the more ente\ 
in view of the subsequent knowledge thus acquired regarding the two 
successive generations following the 18 05 expedition, 

S , \ ■ i " ■ i i • ^ ~ 

Morgan, author of the- Jedediah Smith biography, writes that the 
Smi.th family came from the Susquehannah Valley, moving to Illinois f\ 
the B a inbridge - Binghamton, New Fork regionat the turn of the last 
century, Ihi 3 seems to run counter to my understanding that Jedidigj 
was one of the fabulous Smith boys of the Second Creek neighborhood 
must ask Mrs. Brandon about this, for that will afford her an oppor ti 
to dwell a little in the Adams County region of the old days and I 
think she likes to do that with me since, apparently, I am the only 
one who writes her regulararly and surely she has no one in Susie or 
with whom she can ponder on such matters, 

*-- < • 

I m going to be able to read a chapter or two tonigh before 
folding up my beard for the "Meet The Press" program and I congratuL 
myself on these opportunities which I had not expected 

* r , % 4,1 vT 0 * • ^ 0'i ■ 2 O ' 

I'm holding the thought that thisweek end there may have been b 
peace at Lyme.,.,,, 


Much blue sky and sunshine gave me an opportunity to devote 
myself to transplanting and -the time was certainly f avorable since 
the sap in everything, vegetable and human, was bound to be 
at low ebb following the Jack Frost visitation and not a pilgrim 
all day distrubed my efforts, 

• i . ~ i".’ ^ or<!.'•: w jkoV t e .. : a 

.4s for the two gals, they spent all day and well into the eveni 
in the big road, . Caroly .got back only after supper and 
was delighted at the number of interior scenes she had been able 
to film of the mulato hearths, 

SO ' V! ' . . t o IK ‘ ' 

Ve chatted for an hour before calling it a day and 
as we chutted,: 3he sketched out a map (see both sides, - as 
evidenced by the attached sheet. This piues some concept as to the 
location of the apartment, in relation to its immediate surroundings 
pluus some notion us to the layout of the place. If she or anyone 
else needed a New Orleans apartment, this one would seem to be 
.perfectly situated, 

\ 

In mentioning the hughe attic on the 4th floor, just above the 
3rd fllor apartment she has taken, she mentioned that the 
windows on this were close to the floo-r and from the way she 
describedthem, gather they must be placed much after the 
. 
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&%&"Vackson Square 


Cabildo 


manner of the bed room windows at Monticello which you 

i)o doubt recall as being a little unexpected in this position 

as to lack of height and proximity to the floor. 

There are a few pieces of furniture in the apartment and 
she plans taking a few things from Old Bonita* I 

opined that with the windows in the attic being considerably under 
par, the place ought to lend itself nicely as a dark room and 
suggested that before she does much about rigging up the place, 
she invite the Segelous over for a look at it, especially 
in view of the fact that Bob has but last year rigged up a 
dark room for himself over on Camp Street and probably would not onl 
find himself possessed of some excellent ideas regarding the 
Pirate's Alley set-up but also might have a few extra nails, a 
hammer and whatever else it takes to convert a room into a 
dark room* 


VJ’"' 4 ' 


apar 


I spoke of the extra pictures of local inh a bitants on the 
domestic side which have been recorded during these past few days 
and tried to make clear, —seemingly a most difficult task, — 
that the Cane •‘Muer story, so far as the existence of the two 
races are concernee, is a story which magazine editors ought 
to recognise as both timely and pertinent to existing 
situations stemming both from the *upreme Court ruling of last 
May 17th and what is currently bubbling in South Africa in the 
realms of racial relations * At long last, and I believe 
for the first time, I succeeded in conveying to Carolyn the 
thought that while both .the UnitdeStates and South Africa are 
scuffling about, pusuled and perplexed as to how something 
could be worked out so that a measure of harmony might come into 
being so far as living peaceably together, —the whites and 
the colored, - here in the Cane River region we have a patter^for pe 
which has been operating for a couple of hundred years to everybody' 
satisfaction and that this pattern, if properly presented to 
the public, might well serve as an inspiration for a way of 
life which has long proven satisfactory to both races* 

I can't think why this idea is so difficult to get into 
people's heads, but as we both know, few if any have ever seemed to 
have grasped it. Perhaps when armed with these pictorial records pi 
the historic, data I have accummulated, %he idea may be pounded into 
editor's head and the project launched, 

I fear this has been a dull memo but perhaps' I h a ve been luck 
on the morrow,,,,,. 


ks < " 
Garden 


Royal 


Street 













kitchen 
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Tuesday, January 25th, 19 55. 


bedroom-living room 




hal leading to 4th A oo r 
attic, included in a^ar^ment, 
and covering space apove this room 
and bedroom-living JUmb 




Memorandum 

How nice, how nice, how nice...... 

Cl-.': ii .1 S' o'. V S>. '. ’ X 

Tour surprise package arrived in this morning 's post 
along with the note you enclosed, and my spirits are soaring as 
gaily as the meadow lark at dawning. 

Thanks to your gift, I am now able to comprehend the real 
magnitude of the structure of which a portion appears in the phot\ 
I have in mind using it in connection with a conventional 
photo of the*frican House, taken from some distance. In the 
latter likenesses, one is readily impressed by the ponderous aspec 
of the building, of course, but by your gift item, the hugeness of 
the roof in proportion to the comparatively modest foundation, bee 
more impressively important, it seems to me, and I am delighted 
to make use of this latest manifestation of your thoughtfulness in 
shaping up an article which, I think, might prove quite interesting 
thanks to these clarifications of the building itself and its 
t somewhat startling segment. 

*•, ., • it \ , * V '31 • ; i' r j'- . i, V k 4 ’ i* "■: . r .•*’ 1 

And it is so gopd to be assured by the presence of your note 
you are making it a nek that things have been fuctioning along alrig, 
. a t 908. I am hoping that the opportunity to cAot which you mentio, 
came to hand, as anticipated, but at the same time, I am hoping 
with equal ferver that you employed the major part of that time in 
relaxing and not expending yourself in correspo dence to the 
cost of your own gopd health, for as remarked so c^ten in the past 
letter writing does incline to take the startch out of one and 
,the most important thing at the moment is to build up rather than 
tear down one's strength whenver and if a moment of relaxation 
comes unecpectedly to hand. 

"ViSSSjd * ti 4 It 314 OllVlA BSiUlU '-s' CiwQU' 

The hpotographing of the mulatto menages terminated today. T 
two gals were out early-early and photographed until it was time 
to trush to town where they had to contact the owner of the 
air port, Raymond Breaaeale, to see about lending Carolyn a plane 
to photograph the river from the air within a month or so when the 
tender foliage, of Spring begins to put out. I understand that 
the nun will be given the use of the plane in consideration of her 
work on the book and since the nun will not be here, her official 
representative in the photographic field will be given the 
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Wednesday, January 26th, 19 55. 


use of the plane to effect the work . I suppose the same flights 
that are employed to record the aerial aspects of local scenes 
may well provide an opportunity in e^ch instance to click the cameri 
twice to provide data for our own collection. 

After the air port visit, Carolyn took Sister Frances Jerome t< 
the train, the traveler heading for San Antonio, while Carolyn 
returned Lex*. >wi time for supper • &he was obviously exhausted from 
her intensive labors of the last week and responded to my suggestion 
she^ fold up early, particularly as s{\e plans to head out for 
Marshall at dawning on the morrow. 

• 

I was able to accompli sh quite a few little dtores during the 
day, being alone, and in the afternoon 1 was glad to receive a 
representative of the Library of Congress who is contacting various 
p rsons across the country r egarding general thoughts on Reading 
Machines, prospective changes, etc,, etc. ihe person, a Miss Bimmo\ 
is nearly blind, 1 believe, and was accompanied by a secretary-driv< 
I naturally took the opportunity to train the heavy guns of 
denunciation on the mule-ish qudity of one d obert Petterson, and 
together we were able to cook up a cabal, I believe that may eventut 
succeed where my own, unassisted efforts, have thus far failed • 

I made some suggestions regarding the Reading Machines and the 
repair which seemed to. impress the lady favorably, such as 
recommending that instead of machine, needing repair, be sent to 
baton Rouge for that purpose, be kept at home and the Government 
provide an expert repair map to travel about the country, visiting 
users of these items and repairing them on. the spot. The 
great advantage of this would be the-, avoidance of all the de vastati\ 
to the repaired machines as or when they are re-shipped from Baton 
Rouge to the users, sually by American Express. *or, as 1 
me,y have remakred in^the past, the hazards of t ravel usually eventui 
in the repaired machine being received in a worse condition than 
when it was originally sent to the repair center. I pointed 
out that such a service could also replace dying tubes that had 
not quite expired and this fact, along with half a dozen others, 
would tend to keep the units functioning better and the life span 
of each would be that much greater. 

It goes without saying that I was pleased with this contact, ai 
I was gald, too, that,I might point out the tabouret I had contrivet 
hold my machine and the records being used, as this seems to be 
wonderfully compact and convenient. I am sending along measurement 1 
to the proper agency so that similar tabourets may be constructed b\ 
a overnmental agency and thus placed on the market at a minimum cot 
to prospective usersers of reading machine. Thus the day spun alo\ 
h a ppier by a billion times by the receipt of your note and gift.... 


Sl'i 3 4 L 


* 

l < 


; bams 


Memorandum : 

t 

What with the thermometer in the mild 60's, it has 
been a pleasant day, digging in the ground. 

i .*• *0w . 0 * Vi5 a £‘0 • 

The morning post brought some Chinese magnolias and wh 
with the weather being so ideal for planting, I had them "a 
before 9 o'clock. 

t.,’ . ! .W.i lC.' ■ \i 0 . : 3C • '• 

Carlyn had taken off a little after breakfast, s eming 
a little tired, I thought, which would be quite natural, fo 
her intesive labors. &ut I reckon she was back at Marshall 
or Old Bonita by noon and, if she is smart, spent the balan 
the day collapsing. 

« 1 *’ *1 'V ’• " O r \ j • ( v M.ift • ; , . 

As for myselfI shall probably require no rocking to 
myself to sleep tonight, although I h a ve a few pieces of ma 
answer and one or two letters to unknowns, such as the Miss 
referred to in the Chalkley letter. If not too sleepy, I 
may even read a d a b as I did lqst night, from the Jedediah 
volume which, incidentally isn't so much about J. Smith, E 
~s it is a bout trapping in'the Bockie Mountains in the earl 
While -C, think of it, I want to mention one point made by Da 
the author of this book, -.a slant which had never occured 
me before but which f I think, is worth keeping in mind when 
reading about early explorers, hunters and trappers in the 
great Northwest. Morgan points out that certain Indiana 
looked at the early American adventurers in the upper Misso 
country as tramps, men without homes coming from Heaven kne 
a nd often the treatment of • the white man a s a troublesome, 
coundrel seems the more natural when one considers I suppo 
that since the Western Indians a scant concept of lhat brae 
society known as a-nation» millions of people functioning a 
a single people, their inclination to ktll and make life mi 
for these bands of white men w a s right in line with the pra 
exercised on Indians of the Northwest who didNit chance to 
to their particular tribe • I had never thought about this 
before but on can readily that it must have been impossible 




nq 0 e: 
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for an Indian savage who had never seen any other social 
unit than the little bands of nomadic tribes that never had 
operating in desperation a gainstFate from birth 'til death, 
a mind must have found it next to impossible to conceive of 
a thing as the Americans pushing up the rivers as anything ol 
than "strays" and at best, separated nomads from some forsak 
fldck of their own, dwelling in some remote situation equdL 1\ 
beyond their imagination Then, too, I suppose, a nan had q 
be pretty much of a rougfi neck if he planned making his way 
the world under such conditions as the raw, new country presl 
It's a wonder, come to think of it, that the exploring party 
Lewis and Clark eyer made their rqund trip but in a way, 
perhaps their accomplishment wasn t nearly so hazardous as ui 
be that of the little groups of men coming decades after the\ 
had to wiring a livl.ihood out of the virgin country and do a 
of exploring to boot. No wonder blood flowed when white hill 
billies started moving in on the red mountain billies, if I 
may coin a concept. 

And speaking of such strange manifestations of that thi\ 
called Humanity., it seems not too illogical to f mention that 
the continued deterioration of J. H. Williams mind, followil 
sessions both at Mayo's and John Hopkins that a few days ba> 
he was placed in St. Paul's or some such* place, the institu-\ 
tion being one for the mentally ill. 1 understand his 

wife and R. B. are looking after the Williams business inter 
which must be quite a load if one takes into the several 
plantations to be operated, not to mention all those thousan 
of geUse. Alvin Deblieux telephoned me from town today to 
inquire „bout some address or other and in the course of hei\ 
versation, remarked that she and her husband had been to 
Briarwood last week where they found little Hiss Dormon 2oo*| 
plump and healthful and apparantly well in tune with the won 
It is nice to knpw that things are rocking along so nicely 
quarter. A while b a ck, Caroline, as a Hatchitoae s tax payd( 
jumped on a Welfare field worker, - Mrs. Combs, - demanding 
one of the negro families on briarwood, h r .ve their allotment 
check increased. It was explained that 
the amount issued could be satisfied if 
set forth to the field worker who could 

scheudle to everyone's satisfaction, in eluding the Law's, 2] 
as threatened by little Miss D. no hubbub should be made th 
the office as a review of the whole case might lead unsympai | 
soul3 to make a denial of the request but also further cut 
existing stipend. Naturally Mrs. Combs was slightly taken a 
a week or so later when a letter of denunciation of the whol 
Welfare office came through the mails to the v irector. Poor 
3imple minded mistress of Briarwood but if she's getting fat 
a good sign and let us hope the colored folks thereabouts ar 
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Memorandumi 

• 

On awakening this morning, I was delighted to discover that 
it had rained about a quarter of an inch during the night which was 
just perfect for the Chinese magnolias planted yesterday morning. As 
I had watered them after planting they really didn t need any extra 
moisture but I always feel that a'dab od dampness out of the heavens i 
confirms more of a feeling of atabiliity than a bucket can. 

, 

I rushed the above sentence a little when the telephone rang. 

It was Mr. Reames to tell me that he and his wife and child were head 
out for a week end in Hew Orleans as a sort of between semestre frolii 
and asking if he could do any chores for me while in the Crescent Cit\ 

• 

He also said that Ora had asked him to telephone me to say that 
on the spur of the moment, what with the week end or mid term lull in 
educational matters, she had suddenly taken the advice of the lady do< 
and decided to fly up to Mayo's for some sort of treatment they accon 
her last summer sometime when she was having a nerve thing that induct 
unpleasant rash t n her persoh. He said she expected to be back i 
the piddle of the wee%. 

I suppose she headed slap into the cold snap which is currently 
obtaining up that way. y ^ast night I heard Bes Moines report that it 
was 26 below in M a8on City, Iowa, and as Mayo's is in Rochester, 
Minnesota, which is bound to be further into the glacial section, 

Ora ought to receive a temperature treatment if nothing else. 

What with R.B.'s mother in a very precarious position and 
R. B. himself having to wrestle with J. t H.'s plantatioproblems, I 
h n ve no doubt the flight to Mayo's wasn t the most convenient thing it 
the cards at the moment but modern means of getting about incline 
one to undertake 3uch jaunts without batting an eye lash to climes 
which a few years back would have been unthinkable. I suppose their 
child, Anne, is having a mid term vacation at home from L. S. U. so 
perhaps she can lend a hand to her papa while her mama is w away • 

" ' * i: ■ 
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I find myself wondering if my reaction to current news broadcast: 
is pretty much average in that I find mygelf inclined to be a little 
bored by the great amount of talk concerning Formosa. Either the 
Formosa stuff is dull and tiresome material to start with or else 
a ll the commentators I have heard have lacked the art of cooking it 
up into a palatable state. When the thing started a few days back, i - . 
did seem to offer something by way of novelity, what with the 
Costa Rica rumpus having claimed the headlines for a week or two 
a s the big piece of resistence on the radio's bill of fare. But now 
that Formosa bobbed yp, everybody seems to have skipped Costa Rica 
completely and I don t recall having heard anything about that 
squabble now, Lol these many days. I suppose my interest in inter¬ 
national matters is a bout up to average. If so, there must be many a) 
enthusiast of such programs as, say, Ur. Murrow s, who finds himself i 
Ur. Uurrow would balance up his news presentation with other items thi 
are a little less ponderous and much less involved Tonight he 
did mention in a sentence the murder of one Rubenstein in his 5th Avei 
home. I could have taken another entence or two on that matter at tl 
of the ormosa business What I found myself wondering was about the 
geneology of this Rubenstein<gentleman and if he was by any chance 
related to the musical family by the same name coming from the same 
Russia and possessed, acbording to Peter Illyovitch, of con¬ 
siderable propensity for acquiring money • ^ 

. :■ 3 ' ... -X - ; 

Herewith or under,separate.cover, I shall send along some letters 
none of which, I think are of particular interest, but it will serve 
to keen you abreast of * things. 

To the library of Congress,.■*■ am sending along a couple of lette 
from the’National Broadcasting Company, both of them stating they 
will be glad to cooperate with Washington in t making the Fadiman 
"Conversations" program available for Talking Books ■ It will 

he a great pleasure for me to worrv Ur. Patterson on this score while 
round .up .ny heavy artillery for another assault on his regarding 
the Proust hitter from quite another position. I.ihay -have mentioned 
that I laid some prelim.nary plans for the application of the new ore 
when I was visited along about uesiay by some sympathetic soul in sc 
way connected with-Reading Machine sin the .end, my staff la with said 
Matters on- is simply going to boil doom to a big endurance test in w h. 
I shall cither get tired cf ■yipping at his heels x or he will get exhau 
by my yipping • 

Well, so much for this sitting except to say again how delighted - 
a m to h a ve your message in yesterday's post as conveyed by the picturt 
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Memorandum: 


11 

' 


.0 !UV.4’1Q a-el 


31 


How nice to find your letter of the 22nd, together with all 
enclosures, in today's post* t 

How noble of you to devote so much time, energy and thought 
in my behalf, and doubley so when cold germs are flying about so madly 
and when, in reality, complete rest would have been so well employed al 
the effect of your letter on my heart, - a stalwart organ, is exhilerai 
I shall busy myself over this week end, holding the thought that 
you aid your neighbor may both be over the hump in the matter of recupe 
tion • 

* 

A letter from the Internal Revenue Bureau, —the State, I think, 
claimed first place in today's examination of the mail because one of t 
Reverened Fathers passed this way and I made the most of his visit to 
n ssist me in that formidable looking envelope, intent as I was in 
holding the Lyme letter until my Ethopian secretary should pass this 
way, for I like to have our exchange of thoughts carried on exclusively 
through that medium. I was interrupted after finishing the second page 
of the Lyme letter and a s my Ehtopian had to skip to some doings at soft 
tonight, I shall have the pleasure of exploring the balance of the lett 
a iid the enclosures on the morrow • 

It was so thoughtful of you to pass along such interesting particu 
about our favorite characters of the 18th century. And odd it was 
by way of coincidence that the Damiens expisode revolving around the 
16th Louis (IV) should have transpired on January 5th also. It sounds 
like a poor date for attempted assassinations as Damiens and others dis 

W v i. VJ- 

Oten when I contemplate people .with tons of money and nothing to 
do, I think how certain other people, equipped with two such commoditie 
could spend a season from chesnut blossom time, through the summer 
and into lovely shortening autumnal days, devoting themsleves to a 
study of Madame de Pompadour, reading the endless allied literature con 
certning her century, visiting her chateaux, gardens and public 
buildings and drawing such a wealth of interest and pleasure from 
such visits to the sites of such lovely places and enjoying long eventn 
in rounding out one's better understanding of the age • That would 
be ideal, of course, but even the abillity to enjoy these things from 
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afar and share these things together is so marvelous, 

• i i 

It was so good of you to have made the effort to discover somethin 
concerning the origin of the glasses which mean so much to me. I shall 
see what a letter from this quarter may bring forth although the buyer 
may be tied down by "trade secretes" and will put up the same blank 
wall that a personal interview elicited. 

• . *\ "V r S' i 

And may I thank y« r , for the address for Madame Parlange which I 
shall get off to her this week end and which will afford her much 
satisfaction, I am sure . It was so kind of you to offer to look into 
the matter on her behalf but I shall go on the assumption that she 
can effect whatever she pleases on her own hook and therebye save 
you a little moment of which, alas, there are so few in your current 
routine. . 


Sunday, January 30th, 19 55 


Memorandum: 

. - j 

How nice on yesterday to be able to continue with pages 3 and 4 of 
letter, begun on the 22nd and concluded on the 2bth. And again my thank 
for letting me know about the progress of your cold and what I hope turn 
out to be your recuperation, - a happy circumstance 'hick I- take in part 
hjvinc been accomplished in view of the mailing of your letter. 

, J. o * It *- >* ^ \• .i. A. 

I'm glad to know that our old confrere is still active and gay and 
it interesting that he should h a ve brought news of Nadine and her offspr 
If. I had learned of her marriage, I seem to have forgotten it. Wouldn't 
be interesting to learn of what happened to her former boyfriend. 

As for the long distance telephone to the girl friend, I declare 
that problem appears to be one that is never going to be eradicated, alt, 
it is good to know a firm answer was forth-coming. I'm so glad that 
episode didn't transpire at the time the stork was "hoovering" about, al 
thought there is never an approppiate time for dealing with such a probl 
with each re-curring episode, one tends to feel more and more that 
relatives too often are things of accident and bear no relation by natur 


literary matters. It is preposterous, of course, that the Proust novel 
not be recorded on Charlus grounds t That smacks of book burning in the , 
place and for the life of me I can t see why the blind should be denied 
in print form are on every library shelf. If y impulse to thunder away at 
the matter is more intense than ever and I am determined to keep on the . 
for big game at which I can level the big guns. Everyone with a fair mi\ 
that only mature people are going to reacf Proust whether in ink print 
or recordings. And besides, when Chaucer s Canterberry Tales were re¬ 
corded, all the four letter wordy were employed, and if Chaucer can be 
presented on disks, then why c a n t something much more euudite and 
valuable. Carumb a is all I can say at the moment but there will be much 
more laterally I am delighted to learn of the biography covering Dumas, 

I suppose Did I ever refer to visiting his country estate of Monte Cris 
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This is an unexpected pleasure to find myself on page 3, 
what with my usual self control imposing a two page limit on 
weating out the poor reader, 

* 

But I plead as an excuse the fact that your Saturday- 
Tuesday letter contained so many interesting particulars that I 
wanted to refer to that I had exhausted all space before I realist 
in making my response to half the matters you touched upon, 

I did want to say how much indebted 1 feel to you for having 
translated and transcribed the data concerning L a Madeleine and 
its, most celebrated parishoner How m a g»ificient it would be if 
someone lihe Louis Bertrand or Charles Maugras would do a study 
in several volumes under some 3uch title as "The World of 
Ume, de Pompadour", having it as documented, say, as the Freeman 
study of Washington or the D. Malone opus on Jefferson, with endl» 
digressions concerning, the hundred and one personalities and 
places revolving about that lady's life and times, 

I am wondering if that Dr, Smyth of Tulane or Loyola really 
was interested in the lady about whom he wrote and if he has the 
cultural capacity to comprehend half of the things for which she 
labored. In my last letter to him, —some months back, I 
pointed, out that at long last the question as to whether lime, de 
Pompadour had anything to do with La Madeleine had been settled oi 
if he should be interested in the matter, I should be delighted 
to share the particulars with him, Obv.io sly whether she did or i 
1 meant nothing to him since he never bothered to respond Such bio, 
to my way of thinking are about in the class with decorators who 
know and care nothing a bout the history of a house they are worki\ 
since the book or the re-furbishing job are a ll the same, merely • 
means by which the author or the decorator[ can display his own 
wares and round up some money, not so much disdainful as in¬ 
different to the personality or the place to hand, 
t -V.Liy.. ■ i -i v 

4 s for doings on the home front, Jack Frost put ice on 
the sugar pot on Friday night with the thermometer standing at 25 
Aut as the more tender things were tucked in, the freeze did no 
noticeable damage, * Last night, following a day of full sunshine, 
it cooled only to 34 and, believe it or not, and this does somewh, 
surprise me, it was so warm this afternoon that I nad 
to inaugurate the 19 55 season of Tender Leaf tea, making use of 
my beloved "bourdon" and for the millionth time again blessing Ly\ 
a nd all that that implies 

J, H, left for Houston in mid afternoon on Saturday and is 


for the property itself,it is situated about half way between St, Germia 
en-Laye and Uarly-le-Roi —one of those odd places one encounters now a» 
any place in the world where actually i is in the midst of things but s, 
seems a little remote from ordinary traffic. 

When going to spend the day at M ar i . Porte Marly, Uarly-le Hoi o 
Marly-la-Machine or le Foret de Marly or w Louveciennes, I found it conven 
to take the electric train which took one to St, Germain-en-Laye in but . 
15 minutes, the station being on the level of the terrace, and much high, 
than the surrounding country. Walking away from the terrace and through 
the town, the road ran down the high and through a marvelous Louis XIV f, 
corners jwhich had obviously been fashioned in the 1600's, for the buildi ; 
occupying all four corners were in Quatorzian style and in a way suggest, 
Palce Vendome on a much reduced scale. It was both cahrming and sad for 
the last time I was there, 3ome dolt had ruined one of the four entities 
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to return on Wednesday , 

On Saturday noon, a brother-ih-law of Peter and Log, died 
at the dinner table i n bis Little River c a bin, He le a ves a wife, j 
a iid three children # Perhaps Hoonie will move from Little to 
Cane River where she can be near her two brothers, which i±x woul\ 
make it nice for her and them, too, 

Dr, Rand came to see me this afternoon, We had a short drin 
together and chatted for perhaps 20 minutes or so before he had toj 
leave, I told him, as we left the house, that he should tell 
Blythe the Chinese magnolias, ought to be bicoming next week a nd 
as she likes the white ones so much, she might like to make it a 
point to get up this way. He said I could pass the world along as 
she was waiting for tyim in the car at the front gate, I found 
it odd that she hadn t come in but perhaps she is having one of 
her off day8, 

But just as 1 write these lines, it occurs to me that she 
did say she heard Carolyn Ramsey had been here and she supposed we 
had been working hard on a picture book, I observed that Carolyn 
a ;id the nun had been using a pick and shovel on the business but 
that I had been taking things more concentratedly in the gardening 
section. In recalling her reference to Carolyn, it just occurs to 
me she must have heard from Zelma that Carolyn had been here and 
probably got distressed because I had interested myself in 
Carolyn s pictures instead of in Mary Pringles, Prob a bly 
that is why she preferred staying in the car to coming in. 

Well, she has got off the track on other matters in times 
gone bye and she can get back on this one if she pleases or not 9 
I think she tyas always been a little resentful __I know she has, 
that I haven t ever enthused over her portrait^, -- u ary' s, 
haven t received a n y enthusiasm on mu part, for J thhk Blythe 
claims her as her find and knows so little about photography that 
she c a n't realise that Mary although kid of heart, has no sense 
did not gift for operating a camera. It was Blythe who 
was. pussled and a little hurt, I think, because I wouldn't 
accept photographic post cards Mary made of Melrose and sell same J 
twenty five cents to passing pilgrims,, It seems such a pity that 
neither Blythe nor M a ry could comprehend that Mary's pcitures 
weren t worth a cent,, let along 24 more added to same, 

I beg your forgiveness for the length of this epistle which 
3hal not be duplicated aS’afn very soon, I promise you. And I am 
holdingtlte thought 1 haven tworn you out completely,,,,,,,. 


. 
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Memorandum : 




The mild weather continues, a dab on the cloudy side but withal 


warm, 




Although I doubled the extent of the usual memo yesterday, I 
failed to inquire about or rather to respond to your inquiry in your 
last letter regarding Carolyn's mention of David ‘Mixons, I shall 
accordingly touch on the subject here although I am uncertain as to how 
much of the particulars may be already known to you. 


Julie Prudhomme Mixon is a cousin of Irma Somperyac Willard, 
Like Irma, Julie owned a plantation somewhere near Grand Score at 
one time but I think she sold it some time back. In the 1930's 


Mixon, a talented youth 
years, Julie having 
I believe this was events 
think they owned a house\ 
in Mew Orleans, the D a yi\ 
on Madison Street, across 
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while living in Mew Orleans, she married D n vid 
of no fortune. They lived in Europe for a few 
bought a palace on the Grand Canal in Venice, 

3old aud at one time, —and I know<-hot when, I 
in Paris, In 1938, when Christian and I were 
Mixons had bought two or more adjoining houses 
the street, from Lyle's house. 

Between 1938 and 1945, the Mixons did all sorts''of unusual things 
in their somewhat spacious dwelling. For-one thing', they had a small 
pri vate thettre, wherein David gave quite special'entertainments with 
a pet turtle-aud a stack of cats. Both grown-ups and children were 
entranced by these performing animals, 'Lyle used to’laigh in re-count¬ 
ing ,how difficult it was to make clear to the audience that no matter 
how delighted they might be with the doings of the cats, no one must 
ever applaude. But of course it frequently happened that the children 
in particular, would clap their hands with gleee, —whereupon all ~ 
frightened by the racket, would fly off in every direction and 
never be persuaded within t he time limtts of the same session, 
return to their tricks, 

■ 

Immediately after the war, the Mixons were in ~Ein+ope again and 
David was giving violin concerts in Rome, Florence, Paris, etc • He 
apparently enjoyed quite a vogue but I Relieve he is b a ck on this side 
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Atlantic, — in Florida, I believe, and Julie is returning shortly 
and when Irma was here two or three weeks back, she 3 aid she wanted to 
bring them to See me when they came in February to visit her in 
Natchitoches where she maintains a little house on the river bank, 

At that time she said they were casting about for some place 
to locate and I suggested that since Natchitoches, - town and parish, 
has no antique shop,the Nixons ought to rig up some place like the 
old Francois Robiaux place f incorporating a little theatres 
in a psuedo carriage house, an Aft gallery in a bitaxa balancing house 
and a guest house constructed inexpensively to house thejnselves, finishi 
off the square which would have the big house as his fourth side where 
paying guests could linger at some sort of incredible cost, Irma 
was entranced at the prospect and it was the ai ove I must have mentioned 
to Carolyn, It has long seemed so odd to me that nobody has ever 
opened an antique shop in this parish for people from all about Louisian 
chase to New Orleans or 0polousa3 for such things whereas rich Texans ar 
forever exploring this region in search of 
the Nixons could ever stand the country as 
it might amuse them for a little while and 


in 


antiques, I doubt if 
a permanent residence but 

- - they migfct as well engage 

such past times as in any other way and it might be fun to have 
them as neighbors, especially if they lived 7 or 8 mile 3 up the road, 

I cun t tell y oU how delighted I am to learn froi your ever faithfu 
pen that A, M a urbi3, gent,, has turned out an A, Dumasi pere, 
biogrqphy* I should certainly hope it may be recorded You mentioned 
his extraordinary perruke and I think I know the portrait that may 
hqve been used, with the mulatto gentleman looking unusually fat and 
his hair a perfect frizzle I am so sorry Lyle took back to New Orleans 
with him, - and hence was 1 ost, the perfectly extraordinary photo 
of said A, Dumas, pere, seated, with Etta Menko, the New Orleans actress 
on his knee. That photograph was really a 3 ight, I have no idea when H 
was 3truck but if memory serves me correctly, —and this is only a 
guess. A, Dumas, pere, died about 1878, so, if that is approximately 
right, the picture must'have been made prior to that date, although 
, , ^ was attired in definitely Godey costume, there was 

something about the 3leeves and frills suggesting the Floradora girls 
of the Gay90's, m a king everything about the picture except her pose 
and the gentleman s perruke, seem oddly sedate and, if you don't mind 
outrageously hilarious, 

»T ulew the seueral references to A. Dumas, fils, in Maurois' 

Lelia , — A, Dumas, fils, journeyed down from Paris to Nohant to 
funeral of George* Sand, I am homing much is included about "fils" 

* this account of pere". Do hope your recent indisposition is a2I 
on the mend and that you a re making eqery effort to relax when and if yoii 
can ••••■• “ 
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Memorandum : 

t ‘ 1 : i 

How nice to find your Friday letter in today's post,. 

The prospects for a quiet week end sounded as though such 
aspirations had gone into a whirligig and what with the cold 
your section was experiencing at the time, I'm hoping the 
flight into the country h a d no effect on your cold. And 
that reminds me that I heard some sort of. a symposium the other 
day in which a physician remarked that while in modern days we have 
t tended to attribute colds to some virus still uhknown, Science 

is again turning to Hippocrates who declared that colds were caused 
by low atmospheric temperatures, for now the present trend is to 
assume that Greek's first physician may have been pretty close to { 
right since it would seem, at least, that if there be a virus in t 
business, the thing seems to get a really good hold on one only wi\ 
a sudden drop in the temperature to which the body is ill prepared 
combat # 

It was so thoughtful and another demonstration of your remark 
ble memory to have offered to procure the essay on racial 
relations, 'i am doubly impressed and grateful to you for having 
mentioned it for, frankly, I had completely forgotten its existence 
, ( I think ** would be better to hold it for a while longer, however, 
now that you mention it, I believe I could use it to advantage 
on a nother oP us I have been turning over in my mind for some time, 
it seems so odd this had escaped my memory, - and I think I should 
prefer using it for something I have in mind, —in an altogether 
nebular state, - to do on. my own hook at 3ome future time, splicing 
it in between some personal experiences which might so turn that 
K the impersonal and personal might tend to point up each other if 

placed in proper sequence . If you continue holding the item, I sha 
feel assured that I shall be able to lay hands on it next year or 
the next wherea8 if try to keep track of it in my own somewhat 
dubious filing system, it might end up in the, limbo at just the tim 
I wanted most to draw on it, t 

■ 8 A uii . * ! v .e'. -vs. 

^ It was so geerous of you to assure me that you could make some 
out of the Old bonita m a p which I sent along last week, I think 
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^nd this is probably because a sketch of a lay-out, no matter how 
curdely drawn, has a way of putting a place in clearer concept 
for me than pages of description, and if the one is accompanied by 
the other, the whole property becomes so clear in my mind that I 
feel alnos-$ as though I had visited the place 9 *>ut obviously these 
things don t operate precisely like that for everyone and thus in 
being assured that you could make something out of it, I am 
twice glad, 

The high winds that reached tornado proportions in Mississippi 
killing 18 or 20 this afternoon, when Celeste and I drove into town! 
this' morning 
and balmy 
nil hour, 

Cha rles L 
likeness, 


ThcG round Hog Day, being 
i February 2nd, 19 55 


when Celeste and I dro 
rare June day in u ew 

, with a spanking breeze whistling a long at about 35 miles! 
Celeste had to get beautified and I wanted to confer with 
unningham about some printed cards carrying Grandpere 's 
In our conversation as we were driving in, Celeste asked 
me when I expected the Leutcher-Starks, I told her I hadn t heard 
that name mentioned in months. The other day, Monday, I guess, 
Ceclia Lawton, a Natchitoches buddy of Caroline Dormon's, telephone 
Celeste to inquire about the situation of the Chinese magnolias 
when I chanced to arrive for a spot of coffee. After a brief chat, 
Celeste turned the call over to me and Cecelia told me Caroline 
was wondering when the magnolias would be unfolding their beauty, 

I told her I would advise her later in the week when I would be abl 
estimate better. It turns out, from what Celeste told me this morn) 
than while speaking to her, Ceclia had mentioned that Caroline 
wanted particulars because the Leutcher-Starks wanted to drive over 
from Grange and come to. Melrose under Caroline's auspices, and 
Celeste 'had supposed Cecelia had imparted as much to ye» And 
so that 8 the way the things are twisting, and wouldn t it be 
interesting if l a Dormon and the Leutcher-Starks chanced to blow ir 
here op precisely the same day that la Storm did, 1 assume 
Caroline may know nothing about the proposed visit to Louisiana 
on the part of la Storm, I think I t shall drop the Kleisers 

note tonight, having to do with magnolias and they can pass on wn 
they want to to the Leutcher-Starks, As for Carolin , she must be \ 
out of her mind for having waxed so jealous about la Storm, she 
repeats herself by dragging the Leutcher-Starks to Melrose and 
I'll bet dollars to doughnuts she will end up in a "misere" over tAj 
too, and work herself into q fit of pity for herself that, a s in t/il 
Storm episode, her Orange friends got along as well at Yucca as die] 
her Monck's Corner friends. But why Caroline has to rig up this uijl 
through l a Lawton instead of directly with me, I can't imagine uniej 
she has in mind to surprise me or some such. In short. Miss Dormor ] 


Memorandum 


And so the day dawn cloudless and so remained until first 
dark, at. which time the waxing moon took over in an equally 
unveiled heaven and,if that much talked off little animal 
over-slept and didn t awaken until dusk-dark, he still could 
3ee his shadow easily enough by the light of the moon. And 
from all that I gather that we are in for six more weeks of wii 
since the calendar calls for Spring to arrive anyway on March 
21st, and if today was a sample of the balance of the 
winter, nobody will have any complaints since it has been 
sufficiently warm to start the Chinese magnolias unfolding 
at a great rate, 

_ r ;lo *•; ", * ^ .... i. \ ’ r \" ':S\ i. c - ii'A >:’> 

While I think of it, I want to report something 
that came up in conversation when Carolyn was here. She 
mentioned something about her friend who lives in Pacific Palii 
and remarked that she was of Scandinavian descent, her father . 









\ 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M"3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1 


7184 


* i 


7185 


of color but in a very short time, they found themselves 
baffled by the obvious pleasure manifesting itself as between the 
ho3tes3 and their two guests, Shortly, the Hcandiavians made 
a, move to depart but Carolyn turned on the social faucets full tilt 
a nd kept said Nordics, bored, baffled anddumbfounded, as con¬ 
versation flowed on and drinks went round and round far into the nig 
Never again was Carolyn's early to bed routine disturbed by post¬ 
theatre guests, white or black, 

In today's post came t letter from Helen which I read so 
hurriedly, I shall retain for another go-round before the mail goes 
forward on the morrow, I believe she wants to come thi 3 way this 
week end with a gentleman from Haris andperhaps Carolyn, but I 
am not sure, If that is the gi8t of the message, I shall get off 
a hurried message advising against same, My, own calendar is too full 
and I have too many things I want to do right now to get bogged down 
in such entertainment, Besides, Helen ought to know Melrose 
well enough by now to realise that e tertaining new-comers 
presents certain hasards . But, come to think of it, I guess 
Helen likes to travel in company, thinking a s I do, of Lucille Masse 
Ida and so on. Besides, Old D onita is all rigged up for just such 
visitations and the absence of Chinese magnolias in that quarter 
should guaranteee it against pilgrims at this season of the year, 


/ 


i v. 


«< 


The enclosure from Postell speaks for itself, I reckon I 
forwarded his of a week back, saying Prances Henry was seeking 
a job in New Orleans. Prances doesn't want to live in Natchitoches 
because she doesn t like the people. She has told one or two of 
her acquqintances"she envies them the friendship they have with me, 

I understand her income is about $12, 000.00 a year and she is 
possessed of a nest egg of a quarter of a million, —and can 
think of nothing to do for anyone, —except herself. How poverty 
stricken some people, financial secure, can make themselves, 

; 1-1 iT./ ;> Tt. \i -r:,0 3 0i' ;'v'C. 

The letter from la Montespan speaks for itself, I intentionall 
avoided making acknowledgement of her,Christmas gift, feeling 
she. fs too closely tied up with Dan's wife and the Goldberg woman an 
other harlots of the same stripe, I shall apologize in a brief note 
but shall not, as I should like to do, tell her that I have no objec\ 
to harlo-ps if the harlots are getting what they want either in sex , 
satisfaction or in money but when they are as dumb a s she is, I don 
want to get tangled up with them, 

t i • ' 

I'm hoping to finish off "Jedediah Smith and the Opening 
of the Vest" tonight,. It's a dull book but doe 3 give one some inkli 
as to the daring, fortitude and unreasonable recklessness of 
those people who quickly expended their excessive energies in the 
wildernesses of the Rockies . 


i O'!.. 


10 -' 


, A 




Thursday, Peb, 3rd, 2955. 


. i 




Memorandum; 

• ’« 11 rs f r\ • ' V* '’ * • . tr V l u • 

■And so yawl is a-shiverin 1 ,,,,,,,And Ed Murrow tonight 
says an Eastern third of the nation faces another day of freezing 
temperature but he didn't acquaint the rest of the nation with the 
situation which you already find yourself . I did gather from 
this morning's weather reports, however, that snow had fallen on 
Manhattan and that the thermometer was down into the zero neighbor¬ 
hood, I'm holding the thought that your are making it safely and 
that this Arctic blast doesn't induce a return of your affliction 
of recent date, 

■■ ‘ . , 

t -> ' 

Either herewith or under separate cover, I shall enclose 
a couple of incoming bits of mail, I referred to Helen's 
letter yesterday, I believe, Dora tends to knock me down or 

do I simply imagine that he is annoyed at me for thanking him for h 
Christmas gift t _ or, as he points out, for the gift which is not 
a Christmas gift, although at the moment the point seems a little 
too finely drawn for me to comprehend. In the past Dora has always 
me a Christmas gift. This year in December came the bix box of 
records . As n o other package arrived, I took this shipment to be 
this year '3 Christmas gift and thanked him accordingly, It seems 
so odd he is just getting about to correct me on my misinter- 
pretation, Veil, perhaps I was wrong to begin with and perhaps Dor 
was merely having one of those days. 

The Segelou letter is characteristically sweet and it is inter 
esting to know how things turn on the Teche, although that news doe 
seem very sunny. If Carolyn is smart, she will cultivate the 
Segelous, I think, when she sets up shop in Pirates Alley, 

• - - 

■4s for Madam Marco, her letter suggests my inquiry regarding 
Jedediah Strong Smith turned just the trick I hoped it would since 
by her enthusiasm over the Smith family, she has evidently forgotte 
her momentary or rather her unending complications on 
the domestic scene and all moments, for her that are freed for 
a few minutes from more pressing problems are worth a heap, 1 feel. 
Oddly enough, I'm not quite sure if she mean to tell me that the 
Jedediah Smith I have.been reading about is the one whose family 


I 
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Friday, February 4th, 19 55 


owned' Retirement, Mantua and the adjoining plantations South of No 
but I gather the J, S, Smith I have been reading 1 bout is the same 
m n ii of which she speaks since the adventures of mine coincide 
exactly with those she enumerates in her letter, The odd thing at 
my book, however, is that although Jedediah Strong Smith has a flc 
of relatives who are mentioned as living in Illi no is and Missouri 
n word is ever mentioned of the Natchez father, brothers, etc,, al 
the Natchez Smiths were establi shed well before the J, 3. S, youth 
began his initial trek to S + , Louis and thence into the Rockies a»;j 
California, to, fame and fortune and to or toward Stnta Fe to his mi 
I an glad this matter isn't „uite clear in my mind as to whether i 
two gentlemen are identical or if Bale Morgan made a big slip 
in his research, which doesn't seem'prcb a ble, for being uncertain, 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find a surprise package in today's post, And 
how wonderfully thoughtful of. you to prepare the two spools 
so they may be so readily adjusted to this machine 1 assume 
the present ribbon may still be used a little longer so far as 
clarity of type is concerned, but after a month of service, such 
as this machine gets, a fresh feeder undoubtedly becomes timely rea 
soon and what with your thoughtfulness having provided the ^ 
instrument, the invigorated feeder may be so easily put into 
place at any convenient moment, It is such a feeling of 
security that you have thus provided that I cannot hope to 

somehow, I have a feeling that 
though I find it impossible to 

was an inch and a half short of avera 

.. „ indication of trying to make up for 1 

aood shower on us. a hour before dawning and then 

. . . « « | __ _ „ ) J.I M M V 


>4s the title of the book mentioned above is "Jedediah Smith c 
the opening of the Vest", it was a pleasant coincidence that 
the next book coming to hand i3 entitled "TheWorld and the West", 
by Arnold J, Toynbee, although naturally the word, "West", appean j 
in the successive titles have little or nothing to do, the one 
with the other, John Knight reads the latter and his voice sounds 
and $ as the book deserves, it is read slowly, which in spite of mi 
interest in the material, will probably set me to nodding as soon 
? s the disk s arts turning, 

. 

A flock of silver vases, not bad in.line but much too ornate 1 
filigree design, readed J, H, today, representing cetain purchased 
made in India, These items are fashioned by hand by the emigrees 
from Packistan to India, following the, partition of the sub-contit 1 
a rew years back. He sent a couple of foot high ones, and a coupM 
of 7 or 8 inch ones, plus a decorated plate of wood or erthenware \ 
to Celeste, A nice little silver jug with cover for liqar and hall 
a dozen silver licquor goblets and some vases went into his office] 
file cabinet, I.Ahink he ordered one or two reproductions in mini 
of the Taj Mahal probably in white marble, which haven't come thj 
as yet, * f 

Our threatened cold w a ve didn t materialize appreciably as' 
the cold front got stuck somewhere in Oklahoma• But we did have c 
East wind and much cloudy sky which slows up the blossoming of the 
magnolias, Tonight it will remain in the 40's and will be in the j 
60 s tomorrow, and then one of these d a ys and all of a sudden. 
Flora will explode all over the place, 1 reckon, I do hope 
that the snow, ice and frosty air along your pathway may all vanii 
into thin air ever so soon,,,,. 


express my. gratitude although, 
you can sense my feelings, even 
express them in words, 

Our rainfall for January 
but today February g a ve every 
time by spilling at 
returning with endless bucket 
coming down at 9 o 'clock tonight, 
tonk wasn t sufficient to outshine 
on high a nd the secretaries, dispJ 
all staying within doors. Hence i 
in mv armoir unread. But none of 


I have engineered him to a doctor a few times recently but that u 
difficult, as he doesn t want medical attention, Perhaps he has 
reached that stage wherein he is weary of living and if so, 

I can well imagine his resentment of people who pester him, I 
see to it that hei,s provided with food and tobacco and twice a da 
I do n bit of persuading as to medical attention, I find myself 
thinkina o hi now, off yonder in the field all alone and for all 
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I must drop a line to Dr,Rand to tell him to come and see 
my patient, Sam 3tole off when it was time for Dr, Knipmeyer to 
appear on Thursday, which short-circuited my smartness yesterday • 
Perhaps I shall fare better in my next attempt. And then, too, 

I want to show Dr, Rand something in the botanic a l line he has 
never seen and I think he will be both pleased and pu 22 led, just 
I was on discovering it, The pear trees in this region are among 
the first to put on their leaves in the Spring, usually sometime 
March, and, like other diciduous plants that leaf out early, so 
they drop their leaves the earlier in autumn, But I have one 
that is different • It was growing much too close to a couple of 
m a gnolias on the barrier of the avant-cour when I erected that 
fence, and as it was a young tree but too heavily rooted to train 
plat, I trimmed it. down to flexible size and then trained its 
branches to right and left, we a ving them in and out between the 
pickets, A week or two b„ck, I had in mind to put this espalier 
in order for the advent of Spring when Lol I discovered that 
the leaves had remained evergreen all winter and today are just c 
fresh and stufdy as in mid summer, whereas every other pear tree 
is as leafless as any diciduous tree, say, in Central Park during 
these past days of your zero temperatures in that quarter, I mu& 
remember to call this to .the attention of la Storm, Caroline, 
the Leutcher-Starks, e tc,, as all of them are tree conscious and 
be just as astonished, I suppose, a s was I when I stumbled over I 
phenomenon, 

i'QO f P c *v‘ g I) <’ r III SJ'o" ‘\ Ofi'iv j . j.,'? J "S 

The Government reduction of food surpluses has made itself j 
in this area. Log g a ve J, H, a five pound box of cheese for the 
big house. He had received 3 packages of 5 pounds each, 2 or 3 
gallons of powdered milk, a couple g a llons of dried Pinto beans, 
12 pounds of butter, two gadlqns of lard and I forget what else. 
The cheese is wonderful and I m so glad at least the present hanc 
out is doing some goocf rather than spoiling in some forgotten wai 
houseAlthough she isn t scheduled to head out for Atlantic City 
a nd points North and East until a week from tomorrow, --th 12th, 
Celeste must be getting a running start in the beauty department, 
for she spend Tuesday morning at the beauty factory and this 
Friday morning, I suppose twuic a week at the same counter is 
old stuff to people aopustomed to such trade and no doubt L, J, h 
some who appear 5 or 6 times between Monday and Saturday but .as 
• I am ignorant of the myserties as to johat is undertaken, and espe 
what is accompli shed by 3uch constant attendehce, it all seems 
vaguely on the futile side to me, especiallyafter viewing what 
are described as the results. 

And so we head into another week end, M n y it be a quiet one 
for little Miss Lee, The package from Lyme gurantees mine,,,,,. 


Sunday, February 6th, 19 55. 


Memorandumt 

How nice to find your letter of February 1st in Saturday's post, 

• 

I was sorry to learn that, your week end had j turned out 
just as you had anticipated, How easily we find it, when given a certa 
place to contemplate and a certain gathering of people to consider, how 
utterly we can foresee the void which so often such a combination con¬ 
stitutes, I try to tell myself at such times that the hours that to 
me appear completely wasted do somehow provide a variation or an unwant . 
change of pattern which I would gladly avoid but which, like 
unpalatable medecine, mqy turn out to be withx somehow beneficial• 
After all, since we can t do anything a bout it, we might as well try 
to discover something of promise if not of performance, 

I appreciate your kind words concerning the Internel Revenue busin . 
There was a time limit on the ukase which forced me ijo pay through 
the nose unless I wanted to hire a lawyer whieh didn t seem wise at the 
moment, since the fees would probably have exceeded the tax. How that 
I have had time to look into the circumstances, I shall await the next 
blast withequinimity and shall write a letter rather■than a money order 
I have never objected to paying taxes, assuming my share is on a basis i 
others taxed but I am resentful when taxes which have no justification t 
hurled at one on a time limit basis, giving one no time to inquire into 
the errors that some beaucrat has made, 

i, 

, Our Friday night rain brought us two and a half inches and 
it drizzled intermittently all day Saturday and today until 2 o'clock 
when blue sky took over and cooler weather moved in. We are promised ft 
cool weather for the morrow, and if>the sun finally puts the thermomete ; 
over the 50 mark, —today it reached 48, I reckon the magnolias will 
unfold over night and visitors will spring up out of mud puddles, 

Friday's rains and Saturday's baketball game somewheee off 
Shreveport way, knock out the secretariat until late this evening when 
I was able to get your letter read, immediately after which interruption 
prevented further advance on the correspondence problem, I shall be 
luckier on the morrow, I think, so far .as time alloted for such busines. 
is concerned but nothing to hand appe ars to be of much interest. 
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Mondayt February 7th, 19 55 


I know not, from Helen's letter, if she anticipated passing thii 
way on Monday or not, From the letter F wrote her, —assuming she he 
time to receive it, she would not make a round at Melrose, I think, 
and I sent a hurried note to that Marshall woman at the same time, 
thinking a word there might slow things ,up a little if the Vaco 
message failed to get through, I haven t heard from Rudolph in resp< 
to my two letters, the first one telling him to come, the second tel. 
him to delay making a round, Both were written before I went to 
Marshall, giving adequate time for an acknowledgement but perhaps 
he was hurt by my suggestion that he make it a little later. 

The Washington's Birthday week end ought to be a convenient time 
for him, I should think, but as F know not when the South Carolina 
contingent or the Orange, Texas outfit may breese in, I shall not 
send a letter before hearing from him since it would be ever so much 
more convenient to handle each of the above named when Melrose and Y\ 
a re not already peopled, 

F cannot tell you how indebted I an to you for having provided i 
with the observations you heard on the radio concerning the non- 
recording of Proust . The parituclars provide me with just the 
ammunition F desired before beginning another assualt on Robert 
Patterson, After F have had an opportunity to re-read your letter. 


Memorandum : 

* ; 1 

The enclosure from h ora, announcing his resignation from the 

University of Oklahoma came as a surprise, —the new3 not the enclosui 
From his last letter. It was obvious he was upset, F refer to 
the non-Noel matter of which he spoke at some length. 

And o course the present letter readily explains how or under what 
mental strain it was penned, 

I find his explanation for leaving yo sweet and so understandable 
but frankly , F regret that /Jorman couldn t become sub-tropical 
so that he might remain, for there he has friends of more than 
80 years standing and there is something even more sad n bout the 
Florida move tha)} in the case of the Hughes family from whom, by 
the way, F haven t heard from in ever so long . 

, C 

But being a poet may provide compensations of greater 
magnitude than non-P oe ^ s can imagine and 1 am certainly t 0 lding the 
thought that the place may be sub-tropical with no end of flowers and 
birds and potential friends m 

Unfortunately, this was one of the letters F received along a bout 
last Friday and only opened today, F shall get an air mail off to 
h im in the next post f it goes without saying. 

Our rainy weather of the week end gave way to cloudless skies 
today and J> yet the thermometer somehow got stalled and never did get 
much above 50. We are promised the same pattern for the morrow, and 
the big moon rising over the African House at this moment suggests 
the weather bureau may haw been correct, 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall this noon f saying she was 
going to Fafayette and had to stop to see someone f in Natchitoches 
a bout some picture or other and asked if F wouldn t like to ride with 
as far as Lionel's place for a little visit, F told her F 
would not like to go anywhere but that she might .stop here 
on her way. She said she would pass this way at 7, Ft is now 8, 

1 believe she is,going to make some post cards for the Natchitoches ar 
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Tuesday, February 8th, 2955. 


has something more extensive for one of the oil companies in 
Lafayette to attend to. 

She doesn't know it but I am laying out some photographic 
work for her to do when she takes up her residence in .'Jew Orleans, 

If any of the ante bellum buildings are still standing in Royal Street 
where Lion had his studio, and if his house which he occupied until 
his mysterious disappearance from the face of the earth is still 
intact, a picture of that might be in order, too, 

I have vn mind doing an article about the gentleman which 
might be .saleable to some magazine or other if the 3lant were properly 
tilted so as to suggest that Lion is perhaps the most important 
patron saint of this pictorial age and therefore shoud be remembered by 
workers with cameras, attendants at movies and viewers of TV programs, 
This might be a bit far fetched but not so far as might seem at 
first glance. For I have r cently been advised that Lion not 
only introduced Lithography into Louisiana but that it was he who 
brought in the first Daguerreotype machine or camera or whatever it 
was styled ,And after doing a dab about this link between Europe 
and America Lion can emerge as a logical step in the ever mounting 
ladder as bitween the first camera of D n guerre and the latest 
contraption by Edison, and so through the movies and so on, 

3 . * - . . " ■ - , • < i *• > 1 •-* * - ** 

What I want to tuck into the article particularly is the 
fact that the 20th century will undoubtedly be known a3 the 
Age of Pictures, just as the 19th was known as the Century of 
Industrialization, the 18th as the Age of Enlightment, etc,, etc,, and 
that Lion n ot °nly w aS one of the active forces i n the 19th century who 
l a id the groundwork for the pictorial 20th century but that he, 
himself painted the most amazing portrait ever excuted north or south 
of the &a3on-Dixon line Somewnere along the line, something could 
be tossed into the article a bout a n effort having been made, or to 
phrase it a bit more contemporaneously a proposal has been made (to 
the D, A, R.) that a census of American picty,res be taken ~_this 
movement having been initiated as a natural consequence of America's 
ever mounting consciousness of the role pictures play in such fields 
of contempoary life as entertainment, advertising propaganda, 
political campaigning, education, etc,, etc, I Should think 
Look or Life should be the proper vehicle for such an article but perha 
Holiday might be persuaded to consider it if one wanted to stress eithe\ 
the old section of .'Jew Orleans, unpublished particulars about Daguerre £ 
some 8uch, Well, we shall see, and so things turn, I was so , 

surprised to hear Ed, Murrow talking from London tonight for I didn t kt 
he had been studying about such a hop tt »,. 


Memorandum : 


Tea cups of pink, of white and of rose beQan appearing 
in the upper branches of the magnolias and mighty pretty they looked again 
the deep blue sky. The day was cloudless, even as yesterday, but the 
thermometer remained laggardly, which is perhaps just as well, since there 

is no particular rush about getting the parade under way, 

■ ' 

1 Carolyii arrived a little before 9* Perhaps it was just as well 
I had not read Dora’s letter last Saturday when it arrived, or was it Fria 
Be that as it may, I had the matter in mind and mentioned it to Carolyn 
who, in a manner reminding me of her reaction to news of Sister Frances Je 
a nd her book said that she would be delighted if he would like to be-take 
himself, to Old bonita to remain as long as be pleased and that when 
summer arrived and if she should find herself heading out for Africa, he m 
want to borrow her Pirates Alley apartment if he had in mind vacationing J 
a while in the Crescent City, I passed along this news to him and 
I'm sure that whether he re-acts positively to it, he will, like any one, 
appreciate her kindness in offering him two such pleasant asylums, 

• • • 

As Carolyn ha<j an appointment in Natchitoches in the morning and anot 
in' L a fayette in the afternoon, she got off right after breakfast, I was 
vaguely surprised, therefore, when the postman, half an hour later, handed 
her letter. 

Carmen Breazeale telephoned me this afternoon to say that Carolyn had 
dropped in to see her and to tell her that she had secured the order for 
six thousand post cards which she had been anticipating in town and that 
she was returning tomorrow from Lafayette to do. a round with her about dn 
up some other business, I might inject at this po nt that before leaving 
this morning, Carolyn obser ed that she thought she would give up the trip 
to Manhattan this Spring, with a view to undertaking same in the autumn. 

Last night L took the opportunity to present my idea concerning the 
Lion story and on her next go-round, she will bring ample color films so t 
the portrait in colors may be taken, after the glass has been temporarily 
removed, for the reflections 0 n the glass make it difficult to 
catch the somewhat subtle -coloring easily, I shall cast a bout for 
all data available on Li and while awaiting the arrival of such particul 
I shall outline an article which will be highly speculative as to details 
which may readily lend itself to being propped up satisfactorily with the 
comparatively few known facts, At the moment, I have in mind to 
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Wednesday, February 9th, 1955 


tie in the m ysterious disappearance of Lion with the fact that he was the 
artist who presented the world with a portrait, - a double one, - which 
was so devastating a reminder of the brotherhood of man during those 
years of turmoil in New Orleans, -1864, that seemingly, as has been the < 
of other courageous people, he placed his life on the altar of humanity. 
To,make the magazine editor nibble at the story, it will be imperative to 
it a kinship to the contemporary . scene and that may be accomplished throu 
ci symposium on the part pictures, — magazine, movies and TV play 
on today's average citizen and show that the painter, Li&n, although firs 
in that field, had the vision to recognize the possibilities of the 
Daguerreotype and the Lithograph • 

It was good hearing from Lillian Trichell after all these months. 

I think y 0 u will agree with me that her observations concerning the world 
the section about the duck are up to her usual standard. 

I heard the ultimate in silly stories today, demonstrating the confu 
overtaking the old poor when oevertaken by new riches : 

l 

A man, farming a flock of worn out acres was trying to hang on to hi 
property. He owed the bank money of the property but they kept advancing 
credit since nothing could be realized on it. Then came oil, - gobs of i 
in apprec iation, the former borrower, after paying his mortgages, said he 
to present Cadillacs to each membec of the bank concerned with his earlie 
loans. He was assured of their appreciation but was'told they couldn't a< 
cars but since the man was adamant about doing something, the cashier sug 
golf clubs. Tie man asked how many would be in orcjer and blinked a littl, 
when told about 14 would do. He departed and didn t re-appear again for 
several weeks when he put in his appearance, carrying a brief case filled 
le al documents. He handed over the papers and explained• 


Memorandum 


Atmospherically, today was a carbon copy of yesterday, a 
duplicate of the blue sky, glorious sunshine, a cool breeze and 
more pink, rose and white chalices unfolding amidst it all. 

„ c .< ,'l. r oi 

And the hight point of it all was a visit by little Miss Hunter. 
She came just afternppji, and said that her grandson was worrying about 
hi3 birth certificate for he thought it was time for him to 
register for the draft. She could remember the year he was born, -- 
that same year that J,. C. died, and I probably knew when that was. 

I did. And so while 3he was here I telephoned Dr. Knipmeyer' s office 
to see if the birth had been registered. I explained that the year 
was 1957, for I chanced to remember that from events transpiring befo 
my advent and since births in this parish are registered in year booh 


inguired of C'lemence. She said it was at Water Melon time, and 
that particular I passed, along, which seemeeto daffy nothing. 

But by jogging my memory as to when mater melons come into their 
own, we touched upon some magical month and tossed in a date for good 
measure, —all of us having a heap a fun in the doing and on 
the morrow, J. C. Hunter, grandson of the local artist will 
be provided with a birth certificate and befor water emlon time has 
faded, J. C. Hunter will be equipped with a certificate and Uncle Sam 
a prospective drafteee. 

On the surprise side of the days'8 news, Carmen telephoned me 
this morning on behalf of Carolyn, saying the latter had returned fro 
Lafayette iast night, registered at a local hotel and was having 
mid day dinner with her and wondered if the coast might be 
clear at Melrose 30 that she could get a color film of the African Ho 
as between 2 and 3. She could and she did, although I explained that 
Dolly Walmsley of San Antonio was expected at 3. 

1 . ■ 1 v. a 1 

And so Carolyn came at 2 and "struck" the picture and paused Ion 
enough to get Dora's address and to report that she had seen Caroline 
Dromon in town during the morning and that Caroline was planning 
to make a round at Melrose around 3* I never did see anything sugges 
the likes of Briarwood, which is p&rf&otly alright. 


five of them don t have swimming pools." 

So much for tomfoolery and now I must roll up my sleeves end knock of 
n stack of mail. Tonight I.am enjoying the luxury of having the doors an( 
windows open although because of the coolness, a fire seems pleasant at ti 
same time. From my desk, I can see the gourds suspended from the eaves o\ 
the gallery and the rising moon paints them a marvelously mellow gold, li i 
huge oranges out of Hesperidies. 

How unexpectedly Formosa was taken out of first place by the new twi , 
in the Kremlin disorders for the*world can certainly come from that qUar- 

the big bad wolf s bark will e entually will be recognized as worse than 

his bite...... 
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Thursday, February 10th, 2955 


Memorandum 


"And a wind came out of a cloud by nighty 

Killing and chilling my Annabelle Lee," 

' 

Poe's lines don't precisely apply to 

heavily burdened with the most 
you ever saw, all nodding prettily at each 
Bees are some variety of daffodill 

such and I plucked an armful of them this 
afternoon when the thermometer 3tood at 78 

heading this way, would sag about 50 degrees before morning an 
thought the bees on the morrow would be faring as well on my 
desk as in an ice cake, 

. ... 

And of course I am now delighted that the hinese 
magnolias dwaddled alongthe way for many of the are sufficient 


But Mr 

the big old pewter pitcher 
delicious "bees~ 
tap of the keys 
or narcissus or some 

), for at noon the ra 
had predicted that the cold front which had passed over Shreve 
heading this way 


And so, reverting to this. afternoon, Dolly arrived just after 
Carolyn headed out for Marshall . She '3 the same old D 0 Hy f 
good hearted and b a udy # She left ^Trances Henry* and her mother at 
Celeste and cpme alone to sit with me for a couple of hours before 
going b a ck next door for supper She had nothing of interest 
to report but had lots of sati sfaction in reporting same. She said s 
had but recently learned that Dan was married and had a child . I gai 
Frances hadn t been talking # Jhe also opined that she greatly regrei 
Paynie's death as he was "tfie flower of the flqck", Believing every 
has the right to his opinion, I naturally idn t demur, But the 
whole session was might dull and I was delighted when I could get on 
with my usual routine• ; 

» , 

m writing Bob *^ege2ou tonight, asking him to drop by the Couri 
in .’Jew Orleans to consult that 1864 and 1867 records concerning Jules 
estate. There seem to be two dates for Lion?s disappearance, 1864 a' 
1865, —I am hoping it is the former, since ther was probably more 
turmoil in Dew Orleans in that year and if memory serves me correct1 
1867 was the year in which his estate was settled, ~rther early, sir, 
7 years usually elapses between a disappearance date and a settlemen 
some disaster and the pressure of heirs, - and Lion had none, come up 
Of course I am hoping the inventory of the estate may appear in the 
settlement, too, I believe a book entitled Dictionary of Painters, 
Suclptor and Writers, or perhaps some other arrangment of the artists 
their ^progression is the book mentioning Lion as having introduce 
the Daguerreotype into Louisiana in 1839, If r/oU should ever 
chance across such a book, I should be glad if you would keep me in 
mind regarding that point and also the date of his death, bhich I bel 
in that book is given as 1865, with no date of bith being given,, I 
fear this is amig\ty dull memo. Perhaps I shall do worse but I hope 
on the morrow,,,,,. 


advantageous spot for listening to the black bird and sniffing the h 
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suckle, etc,, as on the banks of the Cooper River or some such, but I 
shall do the Ijest 1 can as between Marshall and Moncks Corner, even 
thought I don't seem to have much of a shoe string to go on. 



t 

While 1 think of it, let me say that I was able to secure the bi 
certificate and since you yourself, even as I, might have been a litt 
ha 2 ey as to the precise month and day of "water melon Time", may I sa 
that that magical date is July 21st which certainiy goes far in addin 
to the sum total of our general knowledge, 



Last night I finally finished the book on Africa which I have be 
reading off and on for too many weeks, I learned a heap of things 
I didnt know and accordingly am glad I finally got through the entir 
volume. From what was put into the volume, —it s a pretty big 
subject for' a single volume,.I decided that I should like 
Tonganika, —or however it is spelled, best, if I were to select 
one country to explore in the Dark Continent, From the radio 
reports of this morning, things are getting ever closer to the boilin 
point in the southern costal (coastal) section of the continent, whic 
was to be expected, according to the writer of this book which was 
probably printed along about 1953, Apparantly the Dutch in the 
Johannesburg region are determined on seg regation in the roughest 
fashion and, as Howard K, Smith remarked early in January f some sort 
of an explosion is bound to come down that way more in a matter of 
weeks than in months or years, 
i • ' n ■: 

Tohand is H, Baiun's "Cod’s Country and Mine" about which I 
know nothing I’m not even sure of the spelling of the author s 
name. From lalking book topices, however, there was a dab 
of reference to it and, as 1 recall, it was said the book was 
by a Frenchman who had come to this country to live, I shall 
be thinking of Mr, Bachelier as 1 read it, perhaps, for I should 
h a ve liked to have had his papers indicating his own impressions of 
the place he selected to finish out his last 40 years. But 
Mr. B a chelier was a citizen of the world to begin with and so perhaps 
his own impressions might not have been too diff-erent from all the 
da Vinci3 who never really knew the meaning of nationalism and 
found home where ever they chanced to find themselves ancf in 
Leonardo's case it always seemed to evident that it didn t make much 
difference to him whether he was in Florence or Rome, the castle of 
the Sfortzas in Milan or at hi3 own chateau de Cloux in the Loire, 
ji : i 1 m . . • V. \ 

I'm hoping on \he morrow to work on the new ribbon m I hope 
reading my recent notes haven t been too much of a strain, especially 
water melons and such tomfoolery was of such a trashy nature,,,,,, 


«o 

9. 
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Friday, February 11th, 1955, 


Memorandum: 

... 

.And so this afternoon about 1:30 J, H, sent me a messenger^ 
saying that Mr, Pipes had telephoned* getting the house seveant 
across the fence, and saying he would be at Cypress on the 2:20 
train. 

Frankly, I was astonished, as I had supposed he had not 
planned to leave Norman before the 12th, 

«. And so I met him and so we have-had a prolonged chat as 
between 2:20 and n:l5 which is now. 

He will leave tomorrow morning with a view to seeing 
Carolyn and then en train at Shreveport for Gainesville, Florida 
where he will vacation for a while with friends. After that 
he doesn^t know but has in mind to find something in the 
Dallas - n Fort Worth area, 

... v 

It seemed to me he hadn t.changed a bit since last I saw hir, 
12 years ago except, perhaps to grow a little younger. We 
dropped by little Hiss Hunter's c a bin and he found in Clemence wt 
I had discovered in him, - an obvious discovery on her part, -- 
and his, of the fountain of youth, 

, en 

It was grand being able to chat endlessly, and, of course, 
when correspondence has pretty well covered the in-between perioc 
of a twelve year space, one easily takes up direct conversations 
as readily as though the interval of personal contact had been bi 
a day, «, 

Our cold snap continues with ice a quarter of an inch 
thick on the pot, The magnolias which had come into flower are 
as thoroughly cooked as they were last year on the night before 
Irma and Parley arrived, It is said the cold will relax by Sundc 
and then I .shall hold my breath to see if all or only some of tht 
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banana plants will crash to the ground. 

I d dn't see the ladies across the fence this morning. 

They had left early-early for Mansura where Madam Regard 
will remain for the next couple of weeks. I suppose 
J. R. and Celeste will leave for Atlantic City by train on 
Saturday » I shall try to get their Manhattan schedule and 
send it'along by air mil although I believe Celeste said the 
other day she was dropping you a line concerning same. /.s they 

will undoubtedly be traveling while in. the city with associates 
from this area, you may meet seme new faces. 


1 got around to 
nd Mine" by * 


read a couple 
acques Barzun or 
I 


of pages from 
however his name 
the 


.Last night 
"Cod's Country a 

spelled. From the first couple of pages, I gathered the book 
is going, to be splendid as an apprec lotion of America and is 
dones in the style somewhat after the manner of one Christian 
Belle. Along about the second chapter, he makes a point as 
to the boadness of American concepts by citing the fashion in 
which Eva Peron handled things in the Argentine and how it as 
unthinkable she would expend any of the biilion dollar fund at 
her disposal for anyone not a fervent supporter of her 
husband's political and rejlious tenant whereas in the 
United States, Mrs. Roosevel, in contrast to little Miss Eva, wai 
forever giving herself tQ worthy causes, unmindful of the 
political or religious concepts of those to be helped by the 
humanitarian causes qhe contributed to. The author remarks that 
efforts are being made to mate a saint out of little Eva but 
for him, Miss. Roosevelt in the one who will receive hi3 vote. 
Haturally you and I would be the first to rise up and say Amen 
to such sentiments. 

t 

A note from Hatches on stationary, —although there 
is no signature, states that the initial shipment of a 
dozen and a half Mansions of Natchez seem to be moving satis¬ 
factorily , whatever that means, but it is nice to know that 
they haven t been swamped by the inexpense merchandise that has 
cascaded all over our market. y tightening our belts and fyoldi 
on until Pilgrimage time, perhaps we shall see a gleam, of sunshi 
from that quarter regardless....... 
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Sunday, February 13th, 1955. 
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Memorandum : 
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*hat a pleasant Sabbath and how often during the day have 
I thought of little Mis3 Lee, holding the thought that the 
same peace and quiet might likewise be obtaining in Lyme. 

Saturday was all sunshine and frost but things moderated 
this morning and by 5 o'clock this afternoon, the ice in 
the iron pots had melted and the thermometer had jumped to 60. 

I am luxuriating in that very throw-away indulgence of having a dab 
of heat issuing from the butaine heater but leaving the doors and 
windows open, for a vagrant breeze is blowing from the ^uld and 
it is 30 pleasant to play at summer only a dozen hours after 
things were frozen stiff. 

% 

I'm grateful to Sod for the way things clicked in regard to 
Bora on Saturday morning • On Friday night, L had pointed out to 
my unexpected guest that I sincerely believed in the Madam's 
admonition : "Never let the Henrys know your business". 

■ V C t f * f ' r ^ I ^ * I 

And so before saying ^ oodnight, it was decided 1 would 
telephone Carolyn before breakfast on Saturday morning to make 
an appointment with her to see Bora at 2 o'clock when the bus would 
reach Marshall, thu3 giving them time to wisk out to VId a onita 
and give'the place a once over, after which Bora would take a train or 
a bus^ to Shreveport and thence hit Southeastward toward Florida, the 
point of the Marshall hejira being that it would afford Bora 
a chance to see if he liked Carolyn and Old D onita if, at some future 
date, he decided' he would like to snif honeysuckle in that direction. 
As Carolyn was going to Balias the next day or 30 , this necessitated 
the brief stop over here, and what with a lot of Henry cross wires 
undoubtedly likely to be operating just before J. R. left for Atlantic 
it appeared ever so ivise, --and for other reasons, that his initial vi 
here be brief. Accordingly I telephoned Carolyn a little after 7, 
and learned that her schedule was in confusion, caused by bursting pip 
at Old Rinta and that she was planning not only the Balias trip but • 
there would be Helen and Fred and so journey on to Vaco so that the 
meeting with Bora couldn t very readily be rigged up. I told her 
I understood perfectly and meant it. At the big house, I found Pat, 


d!„ t 
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I suppose- Golumbia continues to-publish Invitation to Learning 
in magazine form or some-such*- I suppose - the one about Proust 
might appear early in the summer, and. if you should chance upon 
it, I shall be glad if you will sedne a copy for me. 


Eugene and Lora had arrived before my appearance was made manifest. 
Luring breakfast, I was turning over in my mind how best I could handl 
impending business so as not to seem to be pushing out and 
unexpected guest but at the same time get the Florida jaunt underway w 
delay' And so,, with Eugene and Pat ahead, J ora and I walked to the 

store * together, as Lora was going to town with Pat. I lie d and 
said I had not been able to establish a satisfactory connection with 
Marshall and asked Lora to telephone me from the bus station. And 
so, after being received in a very friendly manner in his office by J. 

_Ljora and Pat headed for town and I for Yucca. My telephone 
rang half an hour later. I was prepared to tell Lora to change the 
Shreveport trip to Lew Orleans and drop around to visit the Segelous w 
the operator said "Marshall is Calling". It was Carolyn, asking 
if it was too late for her to change her mind. It wasn t m The inttia 
plan as envisioned was agreed upon 9 I replaced the receier. The 
1 phone rang again It was Lora and I told him Carolyn would indeed 
meet him at 2:10,"and that was that. 


Monday, February 14th, 19 55 


Memorandum 


for that I would ask your forgiveness In letters both to Mrs. 
Roosevelt and to Martin Agronsky, I did not touch on the "Invitation t 
Learning " program and no mention was made of the Charlugaspect. In 
the one I stressedthe hope that Proust might be made as readily 
a vailable for the blind qs for the sighted and in the other I placed 
my emphasis on the book burning aspect of the thing. 

I am tremendously indebted to you for telling me of this 
broadcast, for that is what started me going ahead on this matter, 
a iid had you not done so, the thing might have dwaddled along further. 
Lo you recall or is there a notation in the telephone book as to Mrs. 
Roosevelt's Madaison Avenue office address. I sent the first 
letter to Hyde Park but should I send a follow-up and should 
I not receive,her response before, 1 thought the use of the Madison 
Avenue office might be in order ±tt although she may no longer be at 
that address. 

I was sorry to learn that hurly-burly has been the word for 
so man v recent week ends but I can well understand how enthusiasticall 


Later, at 9 oAclock mail time, I saw J. H. at the store. He 
asked me to send you an air mail, giving you the data converning 
their presence at the Astor from Wednesday night ± until Saturday nig) 
when they leave for Montreal. ‘I accordingly typed the message on 
his machine and 1 guess I ever forgot to sign it but 1 reckon you 
woulc f recognise the sender, even though the machine on which I wrote 
wasn t this one, although the signature, too, was just as vague . He 

said it would be so nice if you all could have dinner or some such. 

. 

So much for the hvly-burly of Saturday naming as between 7 and I 

J• M. and Celeste got off around 2 o'clock I believe. I shall 
drop them a note on the morrow to tell them of the death of the mothe 
of Mrs. Alphonse Prudhomme at Oakland, Bermuda. L v cille Prudhomme 's 
mother was a sister of Miss Kate Keator of U a mpti, ho't long since 
departed . 

1 My Sunday was altogether pleasant. Pat and I dined alone across 
the fence I did not have a solitary pilgrim today, although I did y< 
three-or four, in fact, but I guess the Spring thaw impelled people 1 1 
home and let Spring take over the magnolia section in good earnest be, 
come this way. I did some reading, which was made the more pleasant 
the way I could busy myself ‘ t ?»* folding and putting in envelopes some 
of the cards of which a couple of samples-are enclosed. I think 
Grandpere turned out rather nicely. I was astonished at the other 
card which was not what I ordered, having requested that a reproducti i 
of the Melrose Plantation plate designed be used. But I can dispose i 
these alright and T shall give some to Celeste for her birthday on F, 
25th and she will like the design alright.. Lo let me knou) if 
you would care for any extra sanples of these cards # I can t imagine 

would but I did want to say I shall be glad to supply if extra ones f\ 
scrapbook or whatever should seem to be in order.... 
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lues day, February -lr4th , 19 55 


me earlier in the afternoon, saying she had had a letter from Old 
Binita, remarking upon the pleasure of an afternoon and 
evening sitting with Mr, Pipes, prior to his return to Jhreveport 
and Gainesville, so from that, I conclude, everything went along 
smoothly at that first encounter, 

The day was like summer without the kintense heart but 
with the thermometer around 70, 1 came to the conclusion that I had 
better do some transplanting forthwith if 1 had d» y idea of getting 
„head of mounting sap, Andy gqve me a hand and by noon 1 
felt as though 1 had done a day s work and accordingly proceeded 
a t reduced speed during the afternoon, I had two or three visitors 
including one from little Miss Clemence who brought Louise, who is 
little King's wife. The latter had recently acquired a clock that 


Memorandum 


And in the mean time, I have your message to treasure, —it 
is so gay and 30 lively and delighted the soul of my secretary almost 
a s much as it did mine, I think, not, to bes sure, because of the 
sentiment it embraced but because 0 . the gay design, the 
little number that jumped up when opened and the general 
abandon of the race it ^depicted. 

It has been such a happy Valentine 's Day for me and blessings be 
Lyme for having made it so, 

it, j »\ rr ■> *^*1 ^ j *. ' • c. *3*v . 

Our weather continues warm which is just another way of 
saying that the Primavera urge 3eems to be setting automobile 
wheels to spinning and that today the road runners succeeded 
in arriving at precisely the same hour as the secretaries but 
I solved that problem by running through the mail first, - yesterday's 
unread epistle from Marshall and the one coming to hand today concerni 
Dora's visit which, 1 take it, must have turned out quite satisfactory 


Itoittiflw 





1 
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Wednesday, February 16th, 1955 


of which I have spoken recently. On two points, I feel that 

this particular!: item belongs to Lestan f ~~both from the 

Madam and Lyle, but a disreputable member of the family has 

on more than one occasion cast eyes of yearting upon it 

and I accordingly think it not unwise to give thought as to its 

ultimate disposition, especially if the article which I have been o 

lining, should ever see publication. 

yls to the matter touched on in the second letter, concerning 1 
Miss Clemence in Pirates Alley, ijhqt.is a little more difficult 
to imagine although the idea isn t bad. It goes without saying tha 
I h a ve no notion of being one of the trio as suggested for a duet i 
such a setting would be quite adequate . 

_ . - <. 

I^cannot help laughing in my beard at the physician whose 
medecine, designed to improve the patient, only succeeded in cultiv i 
tast on the patient/', oart for more of the same medecine. Since 
the turn of the year, I have bombarded Carolyn with suggestions 
having to do with the (with the ) wrapping up of several tag-end 
articles and up to the present writing, it would appear that 
I have succeedind only in cultivating a desire on her part for more 

admonitions. The thought reminds me of a sentence of her mother's j 

"Tf I could only sometimes hold Carolyn back and push for¬ 
ward her brother, I should feel the training of my children had bee\ 
much more successful." 

Just before supper, J. H. telephoned the store to inquire 
^bout local weather and farm operations The clerk forgot to 
n sk him a bout the situation in Atlantic*City This noon the 

news mentioned rising temperatures along the*East Coast but I 
presume any thermometer reading seems to be in the right direction 
following last week's cold snap anywhere in the nation. 

Mrs. Wood dropped in for a brief call this morning. I was 
too engaged in gardening to really want to see anyone but I made th< 

most of her visit by asking her to read me the article on Hinduism 

in last week's life and felt well re-paid for running through it 
a second time. I think the condensation of such a broad subject al 
gether excellent. t I shall be curious to see how they handle Christ 
in view of"Clare Duce booth's" well-know fervent attitude toward 
the Vatican. I reckon Martin Luther will be called upon to play wht 


Memorandum : 


We had such a pleasant shower this afternoon, followed by 
couple of hours of sunshine which kept the thermometer up 
in the mid 70's. 


And after the shower came pilgrims, - three sets, to up¬ 
set the secretarial applecart. l'm glad nobody can see my 
downy couch It's a tempest of correspondence* and manuscripts, 
eached placSd in its own neat pile and puzzling me no end as to 
how I shall be able to move them eventually without getting the 
piles mixed up. But eventually I must go to bed and so I shall 
try to unravel the mare's nest but not before I have had 

shower, —already accomplished, hg.d a little chat with you, 
turned out some correspondence and had a little round with the 
Reverend Khyyam. 

Tonight is 3how night at the honkey-tonk. .The secretaries 
after wed ting two hours for pilgrims to be gone, were figiting to 
do a dab of reading so they could get the where-withal to get 
into he show and we were in the mind3t of a sweet letter from 
Sister Frances Jerome, asking a number of questions on points 
3he needs clarified, when the telephone rang. It was Carolyn» asking 
what the magnolias were dbing « That was easy. They aren't doing 
ai ything. She said she had just talked with Helen who is going 
to Hew Orleans on Sunday and that Helen would like to drop by here 
on the way to see me. _ Carolyn-said she t ought she might run 
down to the Crescent ^ity, too I am holding the thought their 
visit may be as brief as the last time the two were here together,- 
n bout five minutes, as I recall I can only wonder how Carolyn ever 
get3 anything done and whence cimes the money for the gasoline. Oh, 
Lord f how true it is that we know the strangest people. 

9 

Carolyn also said __she was calling from Marshall, that 
she,had received a floik~of messages from Mr. Pipes As I haven't 
heard a peep, as yet-, I inquired if he had finally ri a ched Gainesville 
n iid 3he said he had^ That's good. This flurry of messages obviously 
indicates vast satisfaction on his part with his Old E on ita visit, 

I should imagine. How nice if he would only f H love with 
Carolyn — and sit on her. 


Valentine 
ng i3 











VUw* n 
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Thursday, February 17th, 19 55* 


if the "traveling girls" should 3top here on Sunday, I 
must remember to tell Carolyn I have a perfect substitute for b ts 

me on the balcony at 635 Pirates Alley, —Joe GMmore, of course. 

If the proper news photographers could be rigged up and John McClure \\ zi 
be at home to record the doings, we might have a picture of Carolyn 
in the middle, with the Cane River primitive artist on her left, -m 1 ', 

serving a biscuit and tat literary shadow, Joe ilmore, on her right, 1 
pouring coffee. What's that insignia on the Metro-Goldyn li 

Mayer seal j - ".Art Th a nks the Artist" or some such. Well that t s’ 

could be the- general idea although Miss Ramsey on a broomstick would 
be truer to life, I should think, what with her incessant road¬ 
running, Lov. 

One thing that delighted me about this afternoon's shower was tl 
promise that it would knock out all prospective pilgrims and acc -rdir 
I h e 9^ n knocking out some more pages for the Lion article . q 

I was going along pretty smoothly when Martha a nd Jose Garcia y 
something or other, f rom the Pineville Louisiana College appeared, 
hat ended the Lion business but it is better talking with live 
artists than writing a bout dead ones and so I gave m yself that 
pleasurej only to discover that Senora Garcia's mama and papa, once jc. r « 

of Memphis and now of Missouri were lost in the local bushes. so 

Jose is sort of 30is/i # rather ctelicate of frame with a distinctly 
boyish face, the youthfulness of 3ame appearing to worry the 
youhg gentleman for he has concealed it as much as possible 
by cultivating an all-over red beard^ which reminds me of a snapshot 
I once spw of Debussy, which wasn't pretty. Last summer they J 04U 5’ 

went to call on Clemence when passing this way, —artists calling on jt; 
pi artist, but as soon as they had departed, Clmence came flying , 4 -y, 

through the bamboo to explain to me that she was firghtened by s v 

th& man in the red beard. Jose spea/cs only Spanish and French 
and Clemence speaks only French and English but somehow Jose 
understood that Clemence spoke Spanish only and so he harangued her y 
in that tongue and she' reponded in English, making nothing o y 

,what he had to say and, from her presentation of fhe visit, it 
must have been a dud and a bomb, all at the same sitting. 

The note from Sister was ail unexpcted plaisir. The card, signed 
Dell or some such is from Madame Chalkley. Odd how Mary Rhodes who 
knew of the firndship between Dr. Bulter and me, never mentioned 
his death. ' , 

But now I must get to the mail and after-that the mare's nest an 
thence to mein lieber Omar and so to bed . 


■ 

i v 

»to0 • :c 

' 


Memorandum : 

There were quite a few pieces of mail today and 
so many of them hand written. That Dora loas operating long 
hand is no surprise but I didn't expect Bob Segelou to 
toss off two or three pages under his own steam. 

I shaL 1 send Dora's letter along a little later, for I hav< 
not rounded up some of the points as yet. I did understand, 
however, that he had contacted Robina, had had an automobile to ; 
of the town with her and, 1 believe, had placed his trunk in thi 
Denholme attic before writing me and heading out for 
Flori&ather Robal from across the river came to see me and pick 
up some of the Grahdpere cards and I set him to work on the 2on< 
hand epistles which had stumped the secretaries. He could ratt. 
the things off readily enough but after he had begun, I recallei 
that Madam Regard had confided in me that she always goes 
to confession in Natchitbches rather than in her own Parish Chw 
across the way because she can never understand anything Father 
Rob a l says. I was in precisely the same boat and so Dora's 
letter will have to a wait a more gifted reader on the morrow. 

Our lovely Spring weather continues, all blue and 
gold a iid sagging magnolia' blossoms or ex-blossoms and 
n flock of lovely white cranesskimmed along the surface of the 
river this morhing at dawning. It was such a delicious sight 
to drink in before the day's machinery got to turning. And 
the asperin boys were tumping away with their ratty-tat-tat 
before sun up. I may or may not have explained that some of 
my negro friends who us6d to talk about the peckerwoods 
for wood peckers once went into gales of merriment when I 
explained to them how we could make a million dollars by serving 
the needs of the wood peckers who were bound to use at least on< 
each of asperin everyday if somebody would only tell them the 
stuff is available after they have banged their heads for a whi j 
on the turnk of a tree. 

Of course the sunshine and balmy breese brought out the 
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pilgrimgs, too, but I mustn t attribute their advent to the weather e:\ 
clusively for untold m numbers of people h a ve been heading in the 
general direction of Hew Orleans for the past week and the radio is f 1 
with accounts of the parades that have been going on for the past 
several days in anticipation of ^ardi Gras .. I a® also catching some j 
Californians, too, headina, not South, but East, to anticipate the iiJ 
doings in Hatches which, * suppose, begins about the first of March a:| 
usual. Surely there must be some vast compensation in getting one's I 
jammed into the Mar’di Gras crowds but how anyone would wilfully jocfrejj 
self into such a crush, L cannot imagine. Cn Monday night, the radio \ 
Yemarked that tourist places within a radius of 75 miles of the Cresca 
City were already filled to capacity and of course the hotels have bed 
reserved from one year to the next for as long as I can remember. 
Little old Lionel Jeanmard, come to think of it, must be as busy as oj 

I read a couple more pages from the Jacques Barsun book last 
night, discovering that after a bsorbing the Khyyam lines, I was 
too wide awake to go to sleep. The chapters I struck were less 
about " God's Country And Mine" than about some of the author's religion 
beliefie, and before I knew what I was up to, I was discarding Jacques 
Cmar for a second go-round and liking the top and bottom of the sandwl 
better than the filling. 

Mitchell, the a xe, came to see me today for advice regarding 
his daughter who was Celeste's servant last year until July when shew 
m a rried by the Justice of the Peace in Cloutierville to a gentleman 
making his home in Houston. Ruby was back along in September or CctJ 
and "great with child". Mitchell said they had learned that Ruby's 
husband already was married and the proud father of two children 
makes or promises to make Mitchell a not too proud grandfather. 

Details regarding engineering Ruby into clincial care was the burden <| 
his problem and we got that settled with dispatch and even found time, 
for a quick glass of wine which seemed to lift the gloom a little 
momentarily for said axe. 

I listened to a re-broadca3t of the speech of the Secretary of S• 
said to be a "clarification" of the Chinese fandango. 1 am certainly 

glad no attempt was made to add confusion to the administrations posi • 
for 1 discovered I understood even less after listening to the speech 
I did before. 

Haturally my thoughts are casting about in the direction of 
Times Square tonight, wondering if a cont a ct has been made with the 

R* E• A.ers....... 


Friday, February 18th, 19 55* 


c-.p.ftv uxf 


Memorandum : 


3T8o;;o 


Ho, hifm... .or does one say high, ho, 
one doesn t say. 


or perhaps 


. Carmen Breazeale telephoned this mroning to ask if she 
might bring her nephew, William Phillips of Chicago, down for a 1 
chat "right after closing time at the Chamber of Commerce. She co 
The office closes at 5, She arrived at 7:50, bringing not only 
her nephew but his mother, her mother and another lady. 

They are charming people hbut I'm not much on social 
gatherings after sun down and the sun was really well down by the 
they departed. 

Cur summer weather continues and the radio mentions the East 
as enjoying a mild spell but. we are promised a cold snap on 
Saturday night again and I suppose it will eventual ly reach the L 
Coast, too j but perhaps the worst of it will have spent itself by 
Washington s birthd a y so that everyone may spend his time, inside 
out, as the spirit moves, and I'm holding the thought that all 
may be "sot" for a day of relaxation and the opportunity tq 
do nothing. 

My day shaped up in such a^way as to get no further with 
Dora's letter but the one in type from Robina seems to cover that 
meeting pretty well and it was good to hear from friend Postell. 

I shall ask him if he has an extra copy of his travelogue on the 
Cane *iver country, as presented to the physicians visiting the 
Crescent City. I am not sure Postell was right in assuming the 
doctors would like to hear anything a bout any subject outside the 
trade. Postell would, little Miss Lee would, Dr. Rand would, 

I would, but......most of the docotrs I have known, with very rar 

exceptions, are like specialists in most fields of pedantry, — 
interested exclusively in the art of making money through the 
practice of their particular brand of hocus-pocus. 

, 8, ' i. i i’V' L ; Z ■ ' : ST 


i b- 8' 


v t v. 
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Sunday, February 20th, 19 55 


nces are often fun, I want to mention how odd it 
lithin the say day, earlier in the week, I stuyibh 
al "fougere", —once from the lips of a 
speaking quite seriously about her entusiasm for 
■s. the other time in the Barzun book. The 


Memorandum 


How nice to find your elegant letter of Tuesday 
in Saturday's post 

• 

And how noble of you to have thought up means of enter¬ 
taining ^the R. E. A. gypsies. By now, and long since by the 
this.memo ha3 come to hand, you will have seen them and they 
will have gone. It was such a pity you have hud to be strugg. 
with a cold. For that reason particularly, I trust the nerve 
strain about telephone calls is fortunately a thing of the pa 
I think I should tell you that I have instructed that Marshal, 
woman, —for one never knows when she will or will not be in 
Manhattan or any place else, - that never is a telephone to bi 
employed. The fact that this has been well established in he 
mind may contribute a uast peace in other directions when eve 
and if ever, she should -make her bow in the metrpolttan area. 

How characteristically thoughtful of you, too, in 
referring to the Brook Haven matter as a kindness to Madam 
Marco. I am under the impression she doesn't read any more 
but that is merely a guess on my part and as you have seen he\ 
correspondence and read it more closely than I, you 
would be the better judge as to the situation of her vision. 
Sometime, if you think of it, would you give me your 
opinion, too, as to whether Mrs. Brandon believes that the 
Jedediah Smith of Dale Morgan's pen is, indeed, of the Natchei 
family. My reader had considerabole difficulty wading througl 
the letter, —Mary Rhodes mentioned she had difficulty, too, 
and when my reader had finished the letter, after much stumbl- 
around, it still wasn't clear in my m ind if Miss Mellie 
did or did not think Jedediah of the same family that her moti 
in-law belonged to. This point doesn't matter but if you 
should recall what impression she gave you, I should be glad 
to know how you interpreted it. 

I'm so glad you told me of your enchatment in dis¬ 
covering the likeness of A. Dumas, pere, and girl friend. 


wringing their hands over the . fate of the Chinese magnli a s, expre, 
delight over the jonquills and going into raptures over various 
t pes of greenery that had escaped the cold. I started to 
laugh outright and then realizing nobody had intended being funny 
I checked myself abruptly when one of the visitors expressed 
her. never failing delight over "flora and ferna"• Imagine. And 
Qhen, a few hours lyter, after the day s work was done, I was rec 
haphazardly when, in poking fun at somebody, the author employed 
put in somebody's mouth, the self same expression. The second 
encounter was even more unexpected than the first and I at least 
alone so that I could giggle out loud. 

I am really surprised to note the increasing numbers of peoi 
passing this viay, en route to Hew Orleans. With four more day oj 
before the pagents are concluded and the costumes packed away foi 
next year, I should think everyone would be so exhausted, it 
would take cli other week to get over the heaache and my guess is i 
those who have partigipated in the frolic for so rxny days will f i 
theseelvessa worn out that there will be scant impusle for sight ■ 
when they finally start heading back home up North. 

Tomorrow, I suppose, we shall be honored by the presence 
of two or more of the Wenk offspring. The "little girl", 
as J. H. refers to her, is now about 1% years old and weighs 
about 200. Her brother says she doesn t like to spend the 
week ends away from home but finds she can jump her diet the mori 
readily when no one is looking and therefore is willing to make 
the 200 mile round trip for the opportunity it affords to 3atisf\ 
the inner man. From the Baton Rouge front it is reported that 
the Henrys in that quarter are. delighted with the prettiness 
of their adopted child and grandchild but that the grandmother i. 
distressed because she has discovered that one of the baby's 
ears is larger than the other As somebne has remarked 
beforei everybody has his problems. 

And now I must 3 tart folding up my beard, after knocking 
off a couple letters, splashing through a shower and having 
a quick go-round with Omar. May your week end be as quiet as 
Yucca flats while folks await favorable winds to sample their 
unholy wears...... 







- v - , 
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And I'm so glad to know that a transcript may be made 
when one is needed, I should rather not have it at the 
moment, —I have so many tresors over which I have to say 
grace that I would feel more secure in knowing that it could 
be brought to hand directly at some subsequent mom^r 4 - when 
I vision an article on the mulatto matter in general, and 
with emphasis on local folk ways at which time it would be so 
convenient to drag in Europe's most popular novelist of the 
mid 2800's. 

And .may I thaxk.you, too, for having so thoughtfully tuc 
the particulars about Jules Lion,, I am discovering that 
there a re differences in the biographical data I have concern 
Said gentleman and I am siftiJig out some of these to discover 
piece of information fits into my vague concept of the man's 
early activities, For example, one account mentions 
his pictures in the Paris Salo-n t in the 1820's, another in the 
2830's # Cf course he may have shown in both decades but it 
strikes me that of the 1820's is more likely if that fits in 
with the date of his birth which I do not chance to have to h 
at the moment, One account indicates he came to 'few Orleans 
in 1859 whereas another dab of data states that he did every 
of the Louisiana State Legislature during the single summer 
of 2836. Obviously there' 1 3 some twist in that set of facts. 
Then, too, one date of his disappearance is given as 1804 and 
a other as 1865,, With these uncertainties in mind, I have 
written the Metropolitan Museum, Department of Painting, 
stating that I contemplate having photographs made of certain 
local paintings, including one of Lion, and asking them if 
they would care to have reproductions of these for their file 
at the same time, requesting that they give me what biogrctphi 
particulars they have concerning Lion, If able to accredit 
certain dates to that institution, the proposed article 
might carry a measure more of authenticity, I should think, 

I suppose Bob Segelou and wife may turn up a few legal record 
their Hew Orleans research and this, plus the Metropolitan's 
a nswer, might provide sufficient framework for the piece 
now being stirred, 

. 

The enclosures speak for themselves, I find the 
Briarwood one a splendid example of the lady's ability 
to create sx>me sort of an impression that is likely 
to lead the reader into confusion to begin with and ± into 
some false conclusions in or before the end, reminding us bot 
I feel, of that letter and mis-information she conveyed to 
la Storm last Spring about the iris award in Lafayette• 


Vtuf'ti.c.sb si At no m lk ♦ .iw _ 

> i % \. . *.V it.. - ^ i- a • »»*. *■ i t i; -i 

Lol as I finished the fore-going page, a 
tap came at my door , —o participant in an infair going on 
t at a home next to the former Hunter menage below the spillway, where 
the refreshments ran low and my caller was deligated to telephone 
a honkey-tonk for renewed supplies. Fortunately the gentle¬ 
man is some sort of a mechanic and hence, while I made the telephone 
. call, he worked on this new ribbon you had so thoughtfully 

prepared, 

a£.' « v--* 9 -. iuoui.- woit^ ■». to mol v ; -a ot anoi-4':'. - 

. But to get on or back to Saturday's in-coming mail, al¬ 

though I should first say, perhaps, that Carolyn came about first 
dark on Saturday night and that Helen came tonight about dusk-dark. 
For Helen it had been a long drive over from Waco and so, after givi 
them a dab of supper., followed by a pleasant round of conversation, 

, both ladies headed out for town where they will spend the night 

t a nd depart for Hew Orleans at dawning, 

. . 

But to return to the correspondence, - the letter from The Bluf 
t for itself. It seemed to me to call for speedy action in order that 
I might, transmit the invitation to Dora before he had quitted 
v Caine sville, 

• 9 \ 00i «»t\o o* ot tor* a: O 

I accordingly wro e Bora, copying the paragraphs pertinent to 
the matter so far as related to him. Then I wrote him a letter, 
admonishing him to telephone he Bluff directly from Gainesville, no 
from Charleston, to make whatever arrangements he cared to. 

In my letter to him, I also mentioned that this letter from la 
, Storm and Kay was in response to a note I had written them last Sund. 
remarking that he and I had had a Friday sitting when he had stopped 
off here en route to Gainesville, Naturally, I tried to make 
it appear that letter had been casual for I never want him to 
think that I had v anything to do about engineering he Bluff matter, 
for it is better he should think it was merely a 1, 2, 3 matter, 

:■ . :o'j •-*>r. a Aooi J ar .8 art ~ o br._ siOtii cl! So A 

, _Surely few people, having terminated their employment and witho ; 

on notion of what might be next, if ay, by way of a job, have been «• 
lucky as to have such a situation served up so promptly on a sliver 
platter, Naturally ^ Izdidn t say that, but rather,, that I knew hw 
would loVe the flora, and fauna along the Cooper and that it was so 
nice that he would have as a neighbor, one Archibald Rutledge 
«. living up on the Santee, perhaps not more than 30 or 40 miles from 

The Bluff, and I tossed in Prince Alston and a few others just as 
. a reminder of the nature of the region and its euiome 

attributes of precisely the t ings he likes most in this world, 
in • . • - ; • ..9 * • ' ■; ' i ** viH&qwhoos 

• .il£‘ yjoa &a- hr.r. >. 1 v 'r.- eqiA bit- ot tv.smor \o -.s-Ur-■ *u\3 tt 
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Recalling how D 0 ra had jumped the gun on this departure 
from Norman, which he had said would be on the 12th, only to appear here 
on the 11th, I thought a s quick transmission of this news as 
possible was of the utmost importante and so 1- gladly accepted 
Carolyn's offer to affix some extra postage to the envelope, she having 
30 v iff air mail stamps and things, and accordingly we drove into town 
early this morning to. post the letter so it would get the early morning 
bus to the Alexandria air base and so whiz off in the direction of 
Florida where it should be delivered bright and early on Monday morning. 


I am so anxious 
disappointment, were 


, i 3 


to 8 a ve Dora what I know would be a terrible 
he to seqrch for work in Dallas or J ort Worth, 

For he has never had any experience in business and is too sensitive 
a soul to buck the problems wit any measure of satisfaction and 
any effort on his part to live on the income of a job which he 
could command, would be heart-break, Naturally one cannot tell him all 
this and he probably couldn't imagine it, if one were to do so. And 
so I am enchanted pt this wonderful opportunity presented, enabling him 
to enjoy all the opulence of the lush South Carolina low country, 
surrounded by cpmfort and oozing with all the elements in life he likes 
best, I pray the Lord he may have the wisdom jto grab at it, and even 
though he might not care to remain for very long, he would at least have 
the pleasure of a plantation existence in the Carolina low country under 
conditions not likely to be encountered often 1 00 years after 
the close of the nate bellpm era t 

. . . i ■ ** 

Before folding up my beard tonight, I had better drop 
Robina a line, casually reporting that Ups. Storm has issued an 
invitation to M r . Pipes, so that she,may be vaguely prepared as 
qgainst Dora's failure to return for his trunk in her attic, I 
hope that I could be wrong in foreseeing the possibility that 
even now Dora might have Gainesville en route to 


■ \< •< 

r\ ^ h 


\C i 




h 


bi 


4' 




Shreveport or Melrose, but 


m hoping I am wrong, 

i ■■ 


^ - - . . 

Returning to one point in your nice letter, may I say I 
had to laugh a little and at the same time look a little shame-faced at 
myself when I read your observations regarding middle age spread. 

My particular bra\id seems to be not so much a hip line a* a bay window 
getting out of hand immediately in front of me, Dy ourbbing startches 
3 bit, I am hoping to ocrrect this deformity a little but by and large. 




if I may use a phrase so pat in such matters, I'm not much conerned 


over avelt figures,- There is something about the per onality of the 
people whose primary purpose in life seems to be to starve themselves 
in order to maintain a certainthinness which, when they ultimately succe 
a s across the fence, it turns out that in rounding up a thinnes of 
figure they have only a perfect counter part in thinness of mentality —<J 
heart, to accompany it and as for myself, it is the expanding heart that 
is the matter of moment to me and hips and bay windows may fall where tht | 
may,,,,,.,. 


m. 

T 3 
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Monday, February 21st, 19 55. 


JU 


Memorandum: 


‘ ‘ V • ’ • ....... w . . t, • • 

thirty billion times would not begin to convey to you how 
deeply * appreciate your Registered Letter which came safely to hand 
in today's post. 


How much like you, in the midst of so many things and so many 
demands on a half dozen fronts to have thus s ent along this 
segment of yourself. Apd how characteristic of you that you should 
have recalled the folders, etc, mentioned so far back. I find 
myself thirty billion times more indebted, too, because of one 
or two little demands of the moment and up until today, my 
plans for exequting one or another of the projects have been cramped 
by no perspective giving out on<any of these potential prospects. 
But thanks to your magic, all the impasses have suddenly been elimin< 
and now I can go ahead with figuring out which may fall in most adva ; 
ously and how one sort or another of the things planned for 
printing so as to coincide or rather to dovetail with one or 
two little birthday items I have in mind for Arenbourg. 


It is all so nice and is so timely that I cannot convey any but 
the vaguest impression to what in real ity is the most understanding 
heart. 


i: 4 


I shall be so .interested to learn how the Verdi evening turned 
out and I am holding the thought against events that have already 
transpired that ever thing went along swimmingly except the weather i 
by Opera,time was again without rain, I'hope, 


It was so kind of you to give me your impression of the Grandpe. 
and Melrose cards which, 1 K am glad to learn, are alright so far as 
the printing is concerned. I'm hoping the descendants of Grandpsrt 
may like his card. I sent one to la Vaccarini, thinking she might 
be tickled by it. I suppose I shall be hearing from here shortly 
regarding it. 

■ ft.’oi sv. . ■ v-.tsv. - , is:' 6 i r in A 

Qarolyn told me something yesterday that reminded me of 
some mention Robina made to a rose rock afyout which Dora had 
spoken to the latter about, and now I don t refall <how Robina 


3n 
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Tuesday, February 22nd, 2955 


did describe it, and I'm not particularly interested, aiznougn 
I should have paid more attention, had I heard what Carolyn had to say 
before , or had I heard it before receiving Robina s letter, 

Carolyn said that Dora had spoekn of me to her with much admiration 
coid had illustrated his point b saying that in a certain section 
of Oklahoma are to be found either on the surface of the ground or jut 
under it, some very interesting rock formations which after thousands 
of yearsof eposure to the effects of various elements, had finally 
emerged in the shape of a rose, --hence the name, rose rock, and 
somehow Dora tied in the formation of.the objects with their durabilii 
which has finally come to light as having something to do with a 
parallel he had contrived in his own mind with his correspondent of 
the past dozen years• I found this example of his affection mildly 
surprising since, as you know, his reserve in expressing himself alon^ 
personal lines is pronounced and almost seemingly casual, 

, . • » y\ b T j u •' w - •» ^ : ° 

I am 30 hopeful that he will recognize the potentials 
as are embraced in The Bluff invitation, A career of unique opportun 
stretches slap ahead, I should think, and if he would only have the 
luck to fall in love with Kay and marry her, that would be wonderful • 
It gives me so much pleasure to contemplate the security of just beint 
on the Cooper would guarantee him in the years ahead, and if he might 
only have the good fortune to fall in love with Kay and marry her, hit 
worldly worries would be forever taken tot care of and that would maki 
me 30 happy in just knowing about it, 

I was sorry to learn today that on Sunday James Aswell had a 
stroke and that Rosalind spent last night with him at the hospital 
in town, I know not if his condition is such that he will have to 
remain in the hospital long or not, I feel doubly sorry for poor 
Rosalind whose row seems to have been such a trying one to hoe during 
recent years and this mifortune will certainly not be likely to make 
it anfjtehssesprinkled and down-poured here intermittently during the 
past 36 hours and several times I have had to dip buckets of water ou 
of the big old sugar pot to keep it from running over and spilling 
the gold fish on the grass, alas, as Gertrude Stein might phrase tt, 
We were lucky i n having escaped the sleet storm which swept over 
Shreveport Sunday . fternoon, I guess. Carmen telephoned me to say th 
during the Columbia broadcast of the .Hew ork Symphony yesterday afte 
the Shreveport station kept cutting in to d ise people as to which 
bridges not to use, as several of them were closed to traffic because 
the ice which made traveling on them impossible, The rain has 


,e said it is Tuesday, the other said it is 
ut 15 minutes apart, so I could put the 
I told each that the mails didn't run 
:ional holiday. Each saidt "Oh", When I 
< knew whose birthday it was, he pondered a 
etely, and then came up with shining face, 
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•■And so, after be-rating my secretaries for not knowing it 
Was Washington s birthday while both the clerk and D never bestirred our 
own brains sufficiently to realise there would be no postal activity today, 
let me turn momentarily to Mardis Gras itself, 

Locally the day, so far as costume wearing goes, seems to be centered 
pretty much among the Protestant negroes whereas Church going will be reser 
a lmost exclusively for the mulatto Catholics on the morrow, 

•* “’ ’ s z ■ 7 v. b ir? i \o \ Co‘.i ; *, v - 5', 

This afternoon I saw droves, —several dozen* children and grown women 
even grandmothers, rigged up f n a vast assortment of costumes ,• 

For the most part, the younger girls affected or effected, and either verb i 
do, the costumes of boys while the young gentlemen be-got themselves into 
t ladies' clothing, The more mature women frequently riggued up get-ups su> 
witches, although one grandmother showed unusual imagination in both costum 
and make up. The clothing was pale-pale green of some flimsy stuff and 
her make up marvelous, using white for rou e, both on cheeks and lips and 
something suggesting opening daffodil petals of heroic si 2 e, golden in 
hue, of course, painted all around her throat, and wonderfully s triking in 
contrast to her natural deep choilate skin coloring, Her wig was of Spanish 
moss and fetchingly tied in little green and yellow bows, 

- .~L 5 0 *T : *>.• .7 O'. . 3 i 45' 15 i 

At this point the telephone rang, - W flew Orleans calling, It has 
beei\ raining there all day in contrast to our delightful sunshine at Melrosi 
Dorothy Pratt .who is leasing Carolyn the apartment, wants to drive up here 
tomorrow with Carolyn and Helen, —the two latter driving separate cars, 

Ihey plan to leave New Orleans at 7 in the morning, arrive in Natchitoches < 
noon, come down here at 12 j30, for l a Pratt simply has to see an old 
plantation which she apparantly never has, oddly enough, as a holder of 
New Orleans apartment, and after arriving here at 12 : 30,a quick tour will 
be made and she will borad the 2i2Q trin from Cypress, heading back for 
New Orleans, while Helen and Carolyn will drive on to Marshall to spend the 
night before Helen moseies on to Vaco, But that s for the morrow and I 
should like to touct\ on one more point about the local Mardis Gras, which it 
at all organised or in parade formation but merely is made up of random gro\ 
going up and down the roads and generally making merry, Vhat seems to me 
beyond my understanding is the fact that at least three full grown negroes 
I know are always frightened to death of these costumed figures, a11 of whoi 
are well known to the fir htenad ones, —Puny, for example at 56, beat a 
quick retreat, streaking through the Rand camp and on to his house where he 
botled the door, aft r arming himself with his shot gun and wouldn't even 
let his wife Zelma, into the family dwelling until all the "Uardis Gr a ser" ) 
gone. Jack Maroell, a little older than Puny, perhaps 65, is a sort of 
witch docotr and perh a ps for that very reason is actually scared pink of 
the costumed boys and girls, * 

. o . .. ~ . , ' y 

Well, so much for a dull letter but I did want to let you know how thif 
turned here on this Washington's - Nardi Gras' birthdays. jid again 
may I say how h a ppy your letter and all of yesterday makes me today . 


Wednesday, February BZrd , 2955. 


. 1 . 005 . ~ 

Memorandumi 

' - »r - c r I 

Carmen telephoned me about 1 0:30 this morning to say 
that James Aswell had just died at the hospital. 

She said Hosalind had come in to town to do a bit of shopping 
and had dropped in to the hospital to chat a little with her 
husband before running out home, —4 .or 5 miles above town toward 
Grand Ecore, with a view of returning after dinner to spend the 
afternoon with him. When she entered .the hospital, the docotr 
met .her, asking her to hurry as the end was close at hand. He die 
within ten or fifteen minutes from the moment she reached him, 

<- t C ' . . !: i . .. A - 

i Her son, Melvin Douglas, Jr,, was in the Army or Navy for a u 
' af^ er finishing his service, took up his residence in Denmark, —t 
places, and nobody seems to know why although it is supposed 
he may be in business there, 

t • ' . 

One naturally regrets •Lames’ passing but his demands on 
Rosalind we.re such that she never could get around to practice 
V her own talents which, as anartist and as a concert pianist 
she was more gifted than he, I believe, Dt always seemed most reg 

that he discouraged her in her efforts to paint, write or play and 

he frowned on the idea of even having a piano in the house, - cert 
a great deprivation for anyone who loved music so much as Rosaline 

He did his writing long hand and insisted that she do the typing 

of the manuscripts over and o er and over. That, of course, took 
much time and probably as 'much or more was expended on her prepara 
°f food that he would accept as to his liking, I remember on one 
when-.they were uery 3hort of money, she invested a little extra 
money she had made from something or other, by buying a fine steak 
which she thought he would enjoy, Her efforts to have it prepare o 
right, however, came to naught when just before dinner he announce 
that he didn tfeel like eating steak and insisted that it be 
disposed of. These little things must have been heart-break for 
a person so delicate of feeling as Rosalind but it is because of t 
• c ircumstances that I am led to believe that after the initial 
shock of his death has passed, there s a pretty good chance 
that x osalind may find re-adjustment oompartively easy and, of cot 
I am hoping that because of her new freedom, she may recally come 
the delayed flowering, so long denied her by his whims. 




i 

... m dfl 
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fin the home front, everything rocks along smoothly without the 
zest and variation of yesterday's Mardi Gras celeb tion. 

The opportunity to contrast the rural observation of the e 
contrast to the urban flub-dubbery, came when the three ladies 
arrived from the Crescent City at noon. Their impressions of 
the New Orleans doings stemmed in large part from the rain and 
which somehow didn't seem to dampenthe crowd's gaiety but someI 
tended to cast a pall over the individual's entusiasm in 
varying degrees. 

They said that perhaps the most impressive sight so 
far as costuming was concerned, might be found in family 
groups, e-ach member of which might appear, dressed in identica- 
approximately the some general type of"get-up". As a case in 
point, they mentioned encountering what was apparantly a 
single family of merry-makers, a father, mother, two teen age < 
a 11 or 12 year old boy and a small baby • The entire 
family was clad in flimsy costumes, suggesting leopard skin, 
with masks .suggesting the a ni7nal's head, and big peps papa a»i 
mama and straight on down to the little b a by, all rigged up 
in the 3ame sort of material. 

. 

The three ladies left about 2, Helen departing for 
Waco, Dorothy Pratt of the 5 24 address going to Natchitoches 
to h a ve Carmen 3how her the town, and Carolyn going to confer i 
some photographer in town about some technical matters. The 
work t she had contracted for there had not be accomplished and 
she accordingly return ed here this evening and made the most 
of the opportunity to take the Father and 43 on and theGrandpere 
and other pictures in full color, —-a tricky business for colo 
films requiring among other things that day light be eliminate* 
before the pastels, covered by glass, can be very successfully 
recorded in color. 


It goes without saying, of course, that I lost 
pll the Fdward R. Murrow and like commentariers, to coin a 
word, on t\e news but I shall catch Mr. Agronsky on 
the morrow. I'm curious to \aar if all the "cheating cheaters 
in reformed ex-Communists, will get the testimony around to 
little Miss Bentley and how much of a hubbub there will be 
at GrandCouteau as a result of the next swing she may take aro 
the Washington investigation circle. And Mr. Aswelll was so 
much on her side. At least he now knows the answer which is m* 
anyone on thid side of Jordan seems to have been able to make 
minds about very conclusively. Must fold forthwith . 
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It was so kind of you to write as you did regarding Carolyn. 

I must say, however, in all truth that all my inspiration stems from 
Manhattan rather than Marshall, for while she is interested in the thi] 
I dig up and really wants to project them with pictures into print, he\ 
enthusiasms are so volitale that tn my own determination to get some o, 
the things into magaaines, I find it imperative to bombard her 
with communications and to try keeping her thoughts concentrated on 
a single project. J must tell you quite frankly that I honestly beliel 
the primary advantage of having the Hew Orleans apartment for all of uj 
comes or will come, I hope, in large part, from the fact that she may ; 
passing this way occasionally on her way North and South. I 
think last week end, for example, which was spent in the C recent City ,I 
primarily for the purpose of doing something or other, was actually 
frittered away , as was bound to be the case, in other lines of endeavo 
which wps the only thing to be expected when the whole town is rocking 
I think little save contacts, —supposing they can be afvvded, can 
be expected from the Pirates Alley address. But perhaps she will get a 
to out-lying regions where she can find profitable employment. She 
thinks she is going to put together the Lion article while there, prio\ 
the African safari, which-may or may not eventuate, —either the pieci 
together or the African thing. But her contacts with Holiday, Look, e 
are good and now that the portrait ..has been recorded in color, perhaps 
thatjob may be achieved . She left early this morning for Marshall and 
hopes to get in the air pictures of Sister Frances Jerome on her way t 
New Orleans about the middle of March, along about the time l a Stomr 
arrives in that place. Dependability, in my estimation, is one of the 
cardinal virtues and the absence of it somehowleaves oneuninspired for 
undertaking, although there is always the chance that something may 
be achieved when or before t^e full swell of a momentary enthusiasm fa ^ 
, ; v. •'. . o si : S. o 

I can't recall if D mentioned in my yesterday letter that several 
of t L. S. U. boys .were arrested in the carnival excitment in New 
Orleans on Tuesay on the charge of failing to obey police orders to 
disband or t move-on or some such. Two of these boys were Mildred 
Cunningham s twins, —Charles Cunningham's nephews, and Joe Regard, Ce. 
nephew was another. I understand the Judge turned out to be a friend 
of the Cunningham boys' papa and so a mere slap on the wrist was 
administered to all who were then turned out of the clutches of the la I 

t . •• . ’ c. . 

If you should like to know anything a>.bout what the ladies at the 
Opera had on, how the flunces were arranged, the neck lines, etc., etc 
h a ve no doubt I may well be able to tell all after the coffee hour on 
the. morrow .. 
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Memorandum : 

. 

"I really think she is the sweetest person I ever knew in all m\ 

life ... thoughtful sn e.very imagineable point .. 

I can t think of anyone I should so like to have come and stay for a 

rest in the country . and it was so sweet of her to arrangi 

for the Metropolitan . . know I had never been there before ... 

. a nd I'm going to get the*Verdi book and read the story.. .and 

seats were maruelous . and she was so thoughtful as to give me ei 

opportunity to spe everything......and the enctr'act was so pleasant 

such nice laoking people.......and society in pretty clothes.....and 

you know, there was one dresss....etc., etc •* 

.4r;'.aiv- ftisoy no ~ a ao-.sn sJ 4 ■ *'J 
The travelers arrived in mid morning. Everyone or rather both t 
glad to be back, —momentarily. They dined at the big house with 

Eugene and me and at 2 o'clock. Celeste was in the big road again, 

heading for mama at Mansura. The two ladies will return sometime 
tomorrow • The b ss is in the big road, too, but I suppose he may 
return .ere dawn • t v 

The day is .balmy and cloudy and after the Canadian snows, everyt 
on the party, I imagine, was glad to strike warmer climes although I 
h a ve heard no direct reports from any .of the others of the party as j 
In today's post came an envelope, bearing the cancellation stam\ 
of Tampa, Florida, February £2nd. It contained the enclosed card ant 
I assume Dora had left Oainesville before receiving the air mail, 
speciji delivery letter. I jam not positive abou this, however, in vi 

of the reference to the Atlantic, which may or may not mean The Bluf 4 

Plantation, I suppose. I assume, however, it does not. 

Naturally, I am holding the thought that the. letter, ij it did not ri 
him, may have caught up with him by now. Those words. See you soon ; 
sggest ariother .surprise visit. It would be a great pity if he 
should come all the way over here, in ignorance of my message, which, 
had it been received in Gainesville, would have found him so close t i 
South Carolina. With such meager information to hand, one can but 
ljve in suspended animation 0 n thia^ entire matter until further word 
to hand. : ^ t 

; r J o ‘vs. otsus 

They buried James Aswell at 11 this morning. I was prepared to 
my last respects but something went wrong with local arrangements. 

I had posted a letter to Rosalind so that she would receive it this 
evening. Early in the afternoon, one Jack Flores telephoned me on bt 
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of Roaalind, sq/ ing he had tried to get me yesterday to say Rosalind w 
like to have me as an honorary bp&ll bearer, I thought it very kind o 
He said, in response to my inquiry, that osalind was but definitely g 
to continue making her home in Hatchitoches Parish, James was buried 

the Memoray Lawn cemetery they had developed a few months back, 

* 

I suppose it has been 12 or 14 years since I either saw or heard 
name mentioned • I may have told you on my only meeting, I was at the 
big house with the Madam, Lyle came over and said he had some friends 
he wanted me to meet. There was Jack, .-l .taJLl, .tan and terrivic, and 
what I took to be a little girl of 10 or 12 years, —Jack was sta7idin§ 
by the fireplace, the little, ,g,i.rX .was sitting on the sofa 9 She was 
wearing a smart little Scotch pl,aid cape # Presentations were made, Th 
little girl remained seated and did not extend her hand. But shortly 
slipped off her patent leathe.r .aJLipper, grapsed firmly a tml 1 high 
ball glass I had not .s,e.&n at her feed, and raising it with her toes an 
sipped it as non-chanlmtXy .as a bar maid. The girl, then actually 
about 40, J suppose, .turned out to be Mary Belle De Vargas, and I neve 
that afternoon or anyone present, 

,' - . i U" 1 

But, returning to .the initial notes made in this memo, I must 
toss in one other ± item that sounded the more hilarious to me the lo 
I pondered on the Shreveport arrival of the travelers this morning. 

It seems Sister, was there full of much bounty, so far as J, H, was 
concerned, for, as you know, she hates Celeste, IVhen the 
contact was made on the train's arrival, it seems that Sister elbowed 
Celeste out of the way to get to J, H, p presenting him with a huge 
sort of square hat box, and ki,ssU\g him roundly and wishing him 
congratulations. He opened the box then and there to discover it 
contained a huge, and very fancy birthday cake which Sister had baked 
with her own hands . J, H, asked wharf that was all about, and Sister 
siad she had made it especially for him and that he must have forgotte 
.that today is hi3 birthday. Master of fact J, H ,, undaunted by naught 
remarked that he certainly hadn t forgotten hi3 birthday which is in t 
first week in October.\ but that neither had lie forgotten Celeste's whic 
was today, Imagine the embarrassment of the, elbowing hoyden when 
3he had to baak up and summoning what nerve she co,uld, presented her 
prised work of art to the proper party. Don't you think that's 
a scream, t 

* it i Vv i t o .55 $1 b, A 

And then there was a white bull dag which had also been labeled 
a s a birthday gift, —to the wrong person, of course, and so the folks j 
said oodbye and headed for home, arriving with a dog nobody wants 
a nd a cake that was pretty good, even thought it had had to switch 
ownership so early in the morning, But I must break off, echoing as 
I do, all the things relative to Lyme as expressed in the first paragr 
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It was Saturday turning in the office at the store, I 
was fiddling around in theu stationary section, J, H, was si 
at his desk. He swung around in his chair and apropos 
of nothing, suddenly opined : 

\0 9 .4 i 91*1 J \0 31 A If. . M 

"You know,, that sure is a nice lady . "—He only spe 

of Madam Regard in that fashion, "I was certainly glad to s 
Did Celeste tell you we had dinner,,,,,, jShe is so kind,,,,a 
obviously she has such a mind,,,,,,,She and Celeste went out 
together,,,,,I'm not much on Opera but I know ladies like su 

things . ,it sure was nice of her to invite Celeste . y 

reckon 3he'll make a round down here again,,,,," 


reckoned she would.*.. 
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I mention the above because it is so unusual for J, H, 
ever recall anyone, and only up until then had I ever heard 
him refer to anybody as "a* nice lady" except Madam Regard fo 
whom he has an especially soft place in his heart. So there 
you are, 
ioo:" d 

Last night I finally finished Jacques Barsun s "God's 
and Mine" at 8t25 and was delighted I had concluded just bef 
Fadiman "Conversations" when on the air. You can well imagi 
my delight when p slap of p f the griddle, it was announced 
that one of Mr, Fadiman a guests for the evening was Jaoquex 
I got but a bout half of the broadcast as I can find it only 
some Chicago statio n which about half the time is blotted ou 
some old hill billy barn dance musie, --and that is what I 3 
the sukLi me to the ridiculous . Perhaps I was prejudiced in , 
of the author whose book I had just read but regardless of t 
I must say l think said author and Mr, Fadiman were by far t 
most interesting people on the program, 

Jiw .-visit ~ moi‘\ baiti' Jrst bi 2 \; mcbaM 

. I just discover I see* to have got off with a Denholme 
margin for which I apologise, 1 ' i- 

OiioAtob 94(j 0«;t99F> lift.'. C3 9UQ$ IilUtJOA 

fn Saturday's post came much sedond class mail and not 
scrap of 1st class, I had half hoped to hear from Dora or 
la Storm, Perhaps one or the other will write or will have 
so I may receive it on the morrow!a.go-round, I tell myself 
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Monday , February 28th, 1955 


there because, perhaps, —and I hope, - he nay have driven over thei 
the Washington's birthday week end with his hosts, planning to retur 
to Gainesville before heading back this way and therebye found the a 
I had sent him, : 

The Hands came to see me this afternoon bringing me some kind 
of a fine dessert which I shall attack at the hour of Meet the Presi 


Memorandum 


Mow nice to find yours of the 23rd in today s post, 

It's so thoughtful of you to give me the several slants on 
certain radio programs recently coming to hand and I'm sure we i 
in our thankfulness to the man who invented the ironing board, 


Dr, and was on a TV program earlier in the week, —a half houi 
cussion of the last 24 hours of the life of Abraham Lincoln's life, 
J, wish I had known a out it,, as I should h a ve liked to hear it, 

•ic .r.oi 'a-? ^ «S ;• 

...Aly.the said her grandson, —one of the Whitfield Jack boys is 
a freshjnpjk at. Washington and Lee University and that they were as pi 
of him as grandparents are likely, .to be when they learn that the yoi 
a fourty dollar prise for the beet, essay in some scholastic contast , 
was vaguely tank* taken aback when Blythe told me the title : 

F . M,, m , of Melrose Plantation, 

Would you pardon me while I pause to stroke my long white bear( 
v ■>.! ’.i cj- .4 two a: * ar.. 4Ho t " 

Dr, and Mrs, Tarleton of the local college called this morning 
to ask if they might bring a Dr, and Mrs, Williams of Rice Institute 
They might, I gave them a quick round, hey were impressed. Dr, 1 
is what Joe Gilmore used to spyle a "book writer", 

■ •: ■’ U . i t:: !' ■ 

On the way to the gate, I walked with Mrs, Williams and Dr, Tar. 
the, gate. Madam Tarleton 3aid Dr, Williams, while liking the tour, 
wanted to use it as a baok drop for an article on his host m If 
I had only known a bout the Jack child, I might have referred him to 
the Washington and Leee freshman for particulars, 

• . ■ ; *\' • r • 

*yby Punklemann who heads some of the Art section of the local 
also passed this way this afternoon. She brought with her a lady 
Emma Plantation down on B a you Lafourche which still has its lovely ' 
You would have enjoyed being with us to join in talking plantation . 
. •* . r.o fti.-'C*. .:,n • A V T 

Mad a m Regard returned from U a nsura with quite a cold but she i, 
up, although moseying about very slowly, I went to call on her for 
a while this afternoon and enjoyed my little chat. She was alone, i 
having gone to some meeting of the Catholic Daughters and a banquet 
in town, "Around and around she goes, and where she comes out, nob, 
o . b y-* 1 .1. A b;.*' 1 .as io '. ei '• s tc-i „ 

It has been so nice chatting and being able to s zart this letti 
I did,,,,',,,,. 


a marvelous household gaget which somehow manages to effect so many m 
things for body and soul than the mere name suggests. 

And how nice you ran across the quotation fvom Grey. 

"J>u±l many a gem of purest ray serene, 

The dark, unfathomed caves of ocean bear : 

Full many a flower has is born to blush unseen 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air," 

I have always loved the lines so much,,I'm doubly enchanted to f 
them quoted by your own true hand, I haven t read the Elegy in 20 
years, 1 suppose f and many of its quotations have blurred in my memor 
the 'passing of time. The opening stanza is so nice, depicting the 
shepherd wending his wear homeward way as departing day leaves the 

”arkness and to me". And I suppose the co u plet is still som 


world to 

quoted : 

• • • 1 

"Fast speeds the land, — 

To hastening ills a prey. 

Where wealth accumulates, — 

4nd men decay," 

\ T I* . ~ n ‘C ^ ^ •? * yr t . * • ~ 3 v‘. w j 

Hut undoubtedly the most quoted lines are those you quoted, and 
poems innumerable have been written, trying to'’prove that Gray was 
wrong in-saying*. ' * 

. 

"Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 

And waste its sweetness in the desert air," 

That, of course, presents a subject one which opposite sides can 
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luesday, March 1st, 19 55. 


joy of the bird seeing such a lovely flower will be carried by the win 
to other birds and to people and so encircle and thereby make happier 
the heart of the entire world. 

I have seen some lovely flowers, especially humatt ones, whose det\ 
it has seemed to me , would have been better, had they "beeen left 
unseen by the outside world and so often I have seen love flowers, trcj 
planted into more cultivated surroundings and their beauty has uan**ha 
wonderfully and depressingly. And yet some of the lovliest I have frnd 
were transported across the seas to produce endless glimpses of pleas 
of Heaven for others whose eyes would never have otherwise been thus l 
How nice that you should have quoted these lines to give me pause to c 
my blessings. 


is 


T 3 


I don t seem to have much news to night, I did learn at supper 
that Pat is buying an airplane , a thing I have always wondered about 
and the reason why J. H, has never invested in one, 

*■ y 

Tomorrow I'm going to town at 7:2S in th’e morning for no reason or! 
earth. Yesterday, one of Celeste's friends telephoned her to say thai 
Rosalind had asked that someone ask me to come to see her and to effe<. 
my transportation, Celeste said she would make an early appointment 
at the Beauty Parlor and would take me to Rosalinds and leave me for c 
couple of hours. That would be fine. And so Celeste made her 
appointment and I telephoned the Aswell residence, only to learn that 
was bothered by a temperature, Thdt knocked out my plans but since 
Celeste made her appointment so early to suit me, I shall lie and 
say I have to attend to sdme things in town although I haven't the 
vaguest reason for doing so.interruption..and interruption, 

. f I 

iCs between this paragraph and the above, Marshall telephoned to 
say that the portraits in color, taken last week, had just been receii 
from the processing plant In Dallas and that aL 1 are fine ,,and an¬ 
other operation, I mean interruption, -somebody trying to get Celestq 
to get b q ck to the portraits, it seems that while all were quite sotij 
factory, the Lien one is exceptionally fine And that, of course, is 
good news. The 9ord foundation, Carolyn said, is offering five thousc 
bucks for a study of religious or racial TV scripts of merit and thouq 
Cane A iver was made for some f such, I recommended the Lion article be c| 

first , after which Mr, ford's foundation might be contacted. 

* ' ' 5 **’ ' 

The other call was from an intimate friend of Rosalind's, saying, 
is better, , She also said her soil 1 is married and is te a ching mathemat'i 
in Copahagen, How those elvin D 0 agleases do get j round,,,,,,,. 


OU t ?• : ‘ " .i •. .• 
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How nioe to find your Friday letter, enclosing the clippings 
in today s past, I am touched by your prayer in behalf of friends 
of those gone on before • 

# . v ir i I.) : I v v t ■ » 

I found it especially interesting that although the metro¬ 
politan papers did not carry'identical obituaries, in each in¬ 
stance they spelled Hosalind's last name as Hightower which, aL thoi 
it makes scant difference, is noticeable since actually her last 
name is spelled with an H, —Hightower, 

•• ’m: :> .. 4iq r i i'o-sn .t'lu... • ■ ■■ sc . V,, 

I'm sorry the prospects didn't appear especially Spring-like 
at the time you took pen in hand, A billion times a day, now that 
is upon us, —it was in the 80's both yesterday and today, I have 
found myself holding the thought that fulL summer may come ever 
so early to the greater ew York ajrea, 

: itv,'; jrc/t* ftid j ■w-i \o ft ft ftj‘3 n«.n : ■ 

Celeste and I left for town before breakfast and were back 
home by mail time, - about 9, I dropped tn to see the lady 
doctor but was too early. Her secretary said she had been disappoi 
when I missed her the last time I dropped by her office. 

Having nothing on my agenda but to kill time, since Hosalind 
was no to be called on, I did a bit of window shopping and 
stumbled over some sort of a rummage t sale, 

TVS 4 

Eventually, I cam out of the place, bearing, of all things, fo 
modestly sized fish bowls . At five cents a piece, few things could 
be secured at such a figure that would provide a surprise for 
four of my friends, B a ck at Yucca, * went fishing in the big 
sugar pot and afier placing some water hyacinth roots in each bowl 
and a couple of frisky gold fish in each, I proceeded to get rid 
of< them. Little Miss Clemence got one, a younger brother of the bo 
who had once presented me with a frog for my pool, Andy got one and 
I sent one home by Zelma to surprise Puny tonight at the close of 
his day. Everybody seemed enchanted and nobody ever got more fun o 
of the xx expenditure of a nickle. 


ftU . 




fti 
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Wednesday, March, 2nd, 1955. 


And now, if you haven t already done so, would you might givin 
a glance at the enclosure but don't try to picture what a feeling 
of futility I am experiencing as Dora moves further and further fro 
the Atlantic Coast and the time grows shorter, if it hasn't already 

passed, when la Storm will be leaving The Bluff , 

, 

I shudder to think of the Melrose telephone bills, expended fe 
naught, in my effort to give Dora the most splendid opportunity 
that is likely to ever come his way, The effort is more than worth 
while but the depression .of lack of success is enervating, The 
enclosure, I believe, is dated the 25th, The cancellation date 
on the envelope is February 5th, which, I suppose, should actually 
the 26th, I immediately vfired the San Carlo Hotel in Pensicola but 
from the phrasing of Dora s letter, there's not telling where he 
might be although I hoped the Hotel might have some other forwardin 
address than Shreveport[, How unfortunate that the Sunday air mail 
delivery didn't re a ch him on Monday and how doubly unfortunate his 
Gainesville hosts didn't try to catch up with him, for it must have 
come to hand witjiin a few hours from the time he left them, Veil, 
l' m not one to do much crying over spilled milk but I tend to hold 
breath, 3till hoping against hope that at least some of the milk, - 
fact all of, it, may somehow be miraculously saves as Time's pitcher 
a little nearer the edge of the table from which momentarily it may 
expected to topple and forever lost The rose rock analogy is alri 
but the rook part of, it had better oe pretty hard not to crack unde 
such pressure of futility as it is now being subjected to. My tele 
have all asked him to to t elephone me immediately on receipt, givin 
my full number, but not a tinkle has sounded from the 'phone, 

I guess I had better\ roll up my sleeves and get an air mail oj 
to The piuff, explaining my position for I suppose the ladies there 
find it aff odd that they have heard nothing from Mr, Pipes, 
al though in my Sunday letter to them, I did mention I had had a car 
from Tampa and that perhaps nv air mail had not caught up with the 
man. But when I think of the air mail sitting in Shreveport Genera 
Delivery/, 1 could just die and. doubly so since Dora is seadily movi 

further away from the Hast Coast, 

" 

tut after the mail has been taken care of, I can collapse in m 
arm chair and read about doings at 579 Fifth Avenue in the "Hellen 
Gould Was My Mother-inLaw" and that is amusing enough to clear away 
the day's pain in the neck, 

, •: j . ' o VS J 

A few of the more conservative Chinese magnolias t having escap 
freeze, are putting out and mighty pretty they are too. And wouldn 
Flower Show at Grand Central be getting under way shortly * ...... 


* p saic A it a&ab naAfroiii • huu bit a one oi'J \c> i’-'o 

Memorandum : - 

V". a r. . v. . 

"Ten Days that Shook the -World" is the movie title 
myself thinking a 2)out so often these days. 


find 


For no telephone call came through in response to my wire 
to Pensacola and no letter came to hand from Dora to indicate hi 
whereabouts, I suppose a telephone call will be forth-coming 
from Hatchitoches when it does come through, 

.— ,uotu ,0 :■ VST ->as vv-' 3 Li /- G ’ 


n Oh, misere,,,,,and especially when one thinks how muefy could 

h n ve been building at The Bluff these past days if only . 

A\ r VS: .v-soSii c, •• 

Our summer-weather continues with the thermometer in the mi 
80's and much scurrying a round* on my part, slashing down banana 
. plants which remained standing following the freeze but whose 
, stalks were thoroughly burst by the Jack Frost visitation. 

From where I sit, it would appear we shall have amight scant 
crop, if my, this year, but I'm leaving a few of the larger 
. stalks standing on the theory that one or the other of them may 
by some miracle or other have escaped, as was the case last year 
But the major amount of the tonnage the rest of the stalks repre 
has been hauled out today and it has been interesting to see how 
the white-white bud at the center of the cicle formed by the sta, 
(sometimes) 5 or 5 inches- in- diameter, will start putting forth, 
like a white fountain pen standing vertically on a brown saucer, 
nd pushing skyward within a matter*of minutes from the time the 
frozen portion of the stalk above had been cut off, I hold the 
~ thought that this year's cold snaps are 6ver but that is at best 
guess, for we are bound to have* some more chilly weather befor 
:i .March has played out, I suppose • 


an oa & 


An a 1 c 

, e afca 


Early this morning f I dug a dozen young oaks and marched up 
Joe 1 s favorite camp site where I planted them in accordance with 
his request of a few ioeeks-.baekv Oaks have such long tap roots 
it is quite a job toextricate them from the ground, the root of 
.a small oak, say a foot or two in height, sending down about 3 f 
into the soil, and a dozen holes three feet deep to be dug to ge 
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out of the ground and another do 2 en holes of equd depth to ge' 
them planted really ought jo do wonderful things for my expand 
waist line, Unfortunately it was equally excellent for 
the apetite, 

Bids were let today for the macadam road from the Bermuda 
bridge southward, passed Arenbourg and in front of Melrose, 

It will end a few hundred feet on down the road beyond the end 
of the gardens, The initial purvey called for the road to be 
m a oadami 2 ed all the way from Bermuda to Derry but the 
Hertsogs wouldn't give the right of way, ~extra space 
on each side of the grajujeX xoad being required to meet specifil 
for the black-topping of a State highway and as condemnation 
proceedings did not seem worth while, and as nobody of influen <• 
the Cohens would be effects, their plantation being between Me 
and Maganolia, nothing was done to psuh' the thing, and the 
Cohens have little or no political influence, This< 
acceptance of the road, —it was initiated by J, H , and the 
refusal of the Hertsogs to permit land from Magnolii to be use c 
in the widening of the road, is rather typical of^the different 
between the Melrose attitude and the Magnolia, A tually the 
survey calls for the new road to cut through abou% two or three 
feet of the old store and the pushing back of the fence well wj 
the present limitations of the garden, just as there would have 
specifications for a shaving of ■the Magnolia store and fence li 
But became I, U, is the type of person he is, he will prob a bltf 
have no difficulty at all in persuadtxxg the road contractors tf\ 
there ion t any need really * n shaving off the front of the olc\ 
store and the net result will be that Melrose will get the 
benefit of the new road and i 00 se none of hits road frontage wti 
Magnolia, sticking to the last letter of the law, will have iti\ 
fences and,store right where they are and no new road, 

Old Age Pension checks came today, The clerk was specula 
on how Clemence makes it. She had already borrowed $49,50 on 
check of $$5,00, leaving comparatively little cashfor the next 
But Clemence has slipped through tighter squeeses and what's mo 
n lways seems to be having a wonderful time . 


\ 


Thursday, March 3rd, 1955, 
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' How nice 
enclosure.8 fn 
I cannot 
were able to 
of labor all 
at the same t 
manner again, 
you are under 
I urge you to 
from all othe 


to find your Sunday note with all the invaluable 
today's post, 

tell you how astonijshed I am at all the particulars yt 
uncover, and I shudder at the thought of the mountain 
this required With all sincerety, I call you blessed l 
ime, I pray you not to put yourself through in such a 
No article on earth is worth your good health and whe 
such day-to-day pressure, coming with the normal routi 
do everything you can by way of relaxation to save yoi 
r labor's than the absolute "musts"• 


: s st 






The new light thrown ,on the career of Lion is so important,— 
the fact that there doesn t seem to be any record of his brith or 
where that transpired, either in Europe or America, Somehow this se 
balance ,80 nicely with the fact that he didn t die but merely vanish 
And isn t it wonderful that we discovered he did a likeness of good 
James J, Audubon, a name . we must toss into the article if for no oth 
than the fact that it will be familiar to most if not all readers, 
doubt if any other Americans ever exhibited in the Paris Salon of th 
first quarter of the 19th century, assuming Lion to have been an Arne 
and because jof the distinguished names of his sitters of the Europea 
gentry, it would seem that if Lion was American, he must have had so 
splendid patrons in Europe or was making.along nobly under his own s 

I think your suggestion that we explore data in the Howard-Tild 
Library most excellent, L shall pass along these clues to Patty so 
she may be guided accordingly when she begins digging in the archive 
of the'Crescent City, The fruits of your labors have done so much 
to inspire me to greater seal in the pursuit of additional informati 
a nd at the same time, I feel the greater impulse to go ahead with 
the speculation qs to how the local portrait came to be painted and 
a killing effect it had on the artist and how, a s I shall surmise, i 
m a y have been one of the most controversial pictures of the Old Sout 
a nd of 18th century America, It seems to me so odd that the Metropo. 
is so leisurely in making its response to my letter, for while it mi 
vewquire a little time to collect certain data, they might at least 
have said Thank You, Yes, or Thank You, No, to my offer to send them 
likeness of the portrait for their files, 

...^<1 other letters in today s post speak for themselves, From t, 
Shrefipport one, we learn that my air mail - Special Delivery to Dora 
at Gainesville is sitting in Shreveport at Hobina's, From Dora's le 
a gleam of hope arises, what with a Florida address which may be of 



A 


/ . 
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help in establishing contact • By a lucky break, I got today 8 
post read, contrary to custom, about 10 this morning. I 
immediately sent a telegram to the address provided, reading 
"Telephone me immediately at Natchitoches 7 - 8043» It is now 
nearly 18 hours later, and although the Western Union qssured me d«| 
of the telegram would be made within the hour, I haven t heard a pe 
And the clock keeps ticking and I know not when The Bluff Plantation 
plan taking off for thedr westward jaunt. I h a ve heard of people 
being in a tizay. I now know what is meant, after 10 days of this 
a sort of business, <. 

.a<•%„.; ^ j b :-*x f r , .v. -•1 »'• * ^ ~ 1 ol y ! 

The day was pleasant for the gathering of the 300 at Beaufort, 

A couple of South Louisiana groups stopped off to see me on their w 

the road, I placed a gardner at my telephone, instructing him to 
shout loud and come a-jumpin', if my telephone rang while I went to 
the front gate. There was not shoutin', no jumpin', in fact no rim 
Ethei Holoman, representing the Alexandria Town Talk, stopped off h 
at 5:25, on her way back home. The supper bell had just rung and I 

ushered her out without too much ceremony and I shook my head negat 

,when another posse made their bow just after supper, as I did not tc 
to miss the Pensacola call which never came through. At least 
I saved a dab of sole leather but wore out the seat of my pants, ho 
(hoovering) about my desk. I suppose the love for one's offspring 
inclined to increase in proportion to the amount which the child pu 
the parent through. By this late day and hour, Dora is fast emergi 
a s one of my f a vorites • 
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I don't mind telling you that between this paragraph and 
the above, I have spent a quiet moment in the little Chapel. 
Somehow it seems as though one is perpetually asking Ood for 
so much when so often gratitude might so much better be the theme • 
All of which, as you have already supposed, is but a prelude to say j 
that as I tapped the period »n the foregoing paragraph, the 
telephone rang and it was Pensacola calling. The connectio7i was po 
on this end but Dora could hear me distinctly. I talked fast, inte 
only now and then to ask if he could still hear me. Be could. Be 
thought the message was wonderful. I recommended that he consult a 
lines or other mean of travel at once and then telephone The Bluff 
He said he would and I wished him good luck and Goodbye. Frankly 
I feel as though the weight of the Universe had fallen from my sfcouj 
• •>1 0- sat.oct. 9 "i eSi iti 08 ** ! 

And now comes the hour for folding one's beard. 1iy sleep will 
so pleasant, what with B 01 > a taken care of and no end of pieces for 
Lion pua 2 le to be fitted together in my mind as I praise God for 
the peace from the Southern Atlantic section and the radiance of lo 
and inspiration from the direction of Lyme...... 
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Friday, March 4th, 19 55. 
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How nice to find your Monday letter in today's post. There were 
two or three others, - Kay, Carolyn and so on. But a basket ball 
tournament at St. Mathews threw the secretariat into a shambles and q 
I had an opportunity to‘read but one item, I put the others aside and 
shall take them up on the morrow. 

t t 

In response to your question regarding pomegrantes (pomegranates 

however it is spelled $ _ yes, they grow very well in Louisiana, both 

flowering kind and the type producing fruit. The bush is inclined to 
a bit scragley and attains a height of about 1 0 feet. There are plen 
°f the flowering kind about but at the moment I do not chance to have 
one of the fruit producing varieties. I have written to a couple of 
nurseries but they have responded in the negative. I have sent out 
qs other batch of inquiries. There was a beautiful one in Madame Aubi 
Rockque's garden that brought forth fruit as large 
gardens were ploughed up after her death and I did 
until after the pomegranate had long since gone to 


as grapefruit but 
not know a bout thi 
kingdom come. Whe 


\ s 

4-nor 

o 

9 9U1 


the intense heat of September splits them open, these great apples ar 
really beautiful to see, for the seeds are a marvelous scarlet and 
they sometimes stain the pulp of the fruit with their splendid colori 
Many of the white flowering bushes line the white garden and there 
are one or t wo in front of Tucca. They put forth their blossoms alon 
in late April or early May but the glory of the fruit bearing ones 
comes in the autumn and make such pretty no es of color in a tray of 
quinze, persimmon, gourd f etc. 

9 ". • "• 9 ■ • ' • . A .' .to«i 

/nd may I thank y 0 u for your kindness in acquainting me with wha 
Hellie had to say about Jedidiah Strong Smith. I am not going to 

use that gentlemen in anything I do and so might skip research on 

him . But I as glad V()tl found out what you aid about hi m . It is so 0 

that from Dale Morgan s volume, one K would never know that there was a 

tie between his Jedidiah Smith and the Natchez - Second Creek family, 
addall references to the Morgan Jedidiah as regards the family, spea 
of them as living either in St» Louis or’in Illinoi 3 , although the 
earlier chapters speak of Bainbridge, New York, the Susquehatmal Vail 
30 on* Hiter this is a different famij or Mr. Morgan has certainly 
doneva poor piece".of historical work ana for the life of me, I can t 

41) SOA'C 9 92 ■) 99«'. lii.099 \ iifttl! WCV. 

■I'm so,glad you referred to Mrs. Sterling's cltpping which, I mu 
confess, I never did get around to read and now I am sorry I did not, 

2- io- i j'i; 9 ■ • jjo So-/' i'S 
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Sunday, March 6th, 1955, 


had to do with the gentleman who interested me so much in the copy of 
you so thoughtfully s ent me • This was the 18th century sculptor who 
was in Natchitoches and I wanted to know so much more about him, and 
turns out that the clipping covered this matter, I didn t realise toui 
on the subject of so much \nterest to me, I pray you tS keep the cli , 
and if, at some future date, T want to refer to the matter, I shall 
inquire G bout it at that time, 

I am curious to know what, if anything, Kay says in her letter o 
the proposed date of their departure from The ■bluff for New Orleans, 
am hor>i n 9 they may be running much behind schedule, as seems to have 
true in the past, for this would mean that Dora could have made conta• 
with them by telephone last night, I asked him to send me a wire, let 
me know about what success attended his telephone call in order that 
I m i 9 ^t arrange for his and their orbits to cross, should they have aj 
left SouthCarolina, in hopes that, failing a juncture on th( e Cooper, 
they might bump into each other in the Crescent City or some such, 
Perhaps Dora did wire and Western Uni 0 „ sent it by mail to me, if he 
not put down my telephone number, Perhaps, on the other hand, he 
decided to wait until he had had a look at The Bluff before wiring . 
But all these points are minor and give me no cause for uneasiness * 

I have done what I could and when that has been accomplished, the pea 
of mind that results is truly wonderful, 

~ $ »\Q| * f i. ■$£ 4 , -I*, n •# i !), ;■ \ <$ 

Our 80 degree heat continues, —for the moment at least, and app 
to be doing all sorts of tricks, A case in point are the willows whi 
as every where else in the country, £ suppose, are about ttye first tr. 
to put out their Spring.greenery, But locally, they haven t budged a 
inch although the pear trees are in full leaf and the Chinese magnoli 
whose blossoms were n cooked” by Jack Fro3t, are also redolent with te 
greenery, The lady who was here with Ruby Nunklemann last Sunday, — 
lady coming from Kmma Plantation on Bayou Lafource t which is always 
two weeks ahead of Cane River in vegetation told.me the ribbon grass 
Gardener s Carter, has not sent its foamy whitenss above ground as ye 
whereas up here in the fart North, the m wc white shoots are already 
an inch or two above ground, It's all very curio s, 

,sl ait JlS. > siiio.X . Hi •% a*V: s s r.-uiS. r. 

And may I thank you f or running through Robina's remarks regardi 
the rose rock business, It appears to be another example of the utte 
of one individual to grasp the feelings, impulses and thoughts of ano 
How well do I recall her puzzlement over what in the world it could 
be that I could see in the Natchez traces, not one element of which 
seemed anything more than casual to her, I so much admire anyone wit 

both feet on the ground but feel sorry for those who never get 
their heads in the clouds .. 


‘nop.oi 


not Li .t 


■ J i ^ 

\J i:\vl 


Memorcn dun: 

■j' r yt ’ iioo- . s' 

How nice to find your letter in Saturday's post and may I 
thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending along Dor r 's letter 
I. shall return either herewith or shortly, 

, »v i ■. o : : v>.. t ;.in r. a > ; -ar '■ 

I cannot tell you how often I thought of you this afternoon 
the Philharmonic Concert over CBS, and particularly during tyat 
marvelous rendition by some perman pianist whose name I didn t ca 
while rendering the piano concerto of mein lieber Wolfgang, 

The reception^ here was good and in spite of the rain in Manhattan 
all that that implies as of the Sabbath, I held to the thought 
thatLuck might be loitering at Lyme, Frankly I got nothing 


out of the final item on the number but 
part to a couple of interruptio7is• 


hat may 


been due 


Well, I finally got around to read the letters from The Bluf 
and Old £ onita, both of which I enclose or under separate cover • 

I was particularly enchanted with one line in The Bluff communi¬ 
cation which, of course, was penned a day or two before contact 
had been established with Dpra, I refer to the words, --and I ca 
quote them, precisely, having to do with the lady having understoo 
that my friend was a poet and scholar and that k a y had been putti 
out feelers for a man with just that temperament for The Bluff, 
Little did she l suspect when she penned those lines that I should 
so delighted by them for on the face of them, they demonstrate th 
The Bluff was already in the market for just the kind of merchand 
I had to offer o»d there is always a feeling of satisfaction 
on anyone's part to be able to supply desired merchandise 
assuming that I have so done, * 

to\— t b» 4.- Hi so«i #'8 '.)Ji • l - ; -roa io\ .. . l l : 

In swift sketch l of things on the Pensacola wire to Dory 
the other nigtit, I may have talked so fast that he simply didn t 
remember. all the points covered. One of these was my request tha 
he send me a wire after trying to get through a call to 
The Bluff, therebye giving me some notion as to whether the 
ladies were still there or not and where his next address, if any 
might be so that in cast I needed to communicate with him prompt1 
I could do so, K But no wire came through either Friday or Saturda 
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Monday, March 7th, 1955, 


perhaps there may be an w a il along about tomorrow or the next a 
giving me some hint as to what transpired, — I hope, 

Saturday was just another summer's day with the thermometer 
in the 80's, At noon the weather bureau reported the on-coming 
cold mass had passed over Fort Worth at 1 0:30 on Saturday morning 
and was expected to swell over Alexandria by 6 p,m, But somewhere 
the thing got stalled for a little while and so did not reach Melrc 
until 6 this morning, which was soon enough, out whenever those 
cold fronts get stalled somewhere along their route, they never 
regain their former intensity and so, instead of the thcrmomet drof j 
to 30 as predicted, it slid only to 48 and warming is 
promised for the morrow, A pin point mist that provided no water 1 
speak of, ft ung in the air all day, with sunshine trying to penetrai 
the thing cloud coverage without much successes But the sudden coc 
plus the seeming dampness successfully discouraged pilgrims, 
giving me an opportunity to hear m uch more of the Philharmonic thari 
is usually my. good luck, 

I did bend an ear last night, trying to get something 
out of Mr. Fadiman's "Conversation" but either because of the poor 
reception t con get it but faintly out of Chicagq, —or perhaps 
in part because his companions for t the evening didn t seem to s/iine 
in verbal exchanges, I didn t get much out of the program, either 
by way of entertainment or, knowledge , 
v :• •• .. T. Ir.^oa hi; Js'.c, . ian ■ busi n\ ia.-x 

I thought you might find little to look at in the 
attached clipping of Bootsie Gay, Bob Tallant, et al, Did I msnticj 
that Madam Millspaugh who originally introduced Bootsie to this bet 
of the river, telephoned me the othei; day, saying that Bootsie 
had in mind to have some of Qlemence s canvases and would I mind 
writing a little story, primarily as related by the artist 
concerning each and send the whole thing to Bootsie so she might 
use same for some publicity she had in mind, —for the benefit 
of The c ourt Yard Candle, I suppose, In viqw of the business relati 
as between Millspaugh and Mgirose, it didn t seem wise to 
recommend that footsie go fly her kite, Accordingly I told 
the truth by saying that somebody else had already spoken for some 
Hunter canvases for Dew Orleans and that I would have to consult 
slid person who of course had the claim of priority, I wrote 
the same to Bootsie and, I hope, that is the last we shall ever heo\ 
of thS4,March has its beginning, a month that I always likedwith it 
promise of Bpring at the beginning and at its close its blessed 
day of anniversary, .. 


Memorandum : 

" T It ‘j'T o' 

One thing about plantation operations at this season of 
the year is the fact that one never knows if one is going to get 
no help or i one is to be engulfed by it. Along about now 
this situation is particularly noticeable because J, H, finds 
himself without anything he wants his labor to undertake and the lab 
must eat and therefore he bounces them in rny direction, not so much 
with a view to wanting them to labor in the gardens but primarily 
because he doesn't want to be bothered with them, 

n _ 

And so this morning when I was expecting no help, I was 
bounced a half dozen people which was pleasantly startling for 
me. They did not present any puzzle, however, so far as finding thi 
for them to do c 

" 

There were big, 30 year old Chinese magnolias to be moved, 
from the section of the gardens along the road, but far down from 
the gate where on one carefree March, Miss Cammie had stuck 
newly a cquired little trees in the ground with endless a bandon 
so that now there are plenty of full grown one, three or four feet 
part, their branches and their roots all so entangled that nnnne of 
ihem can do much , 

I accordingly set some men to work making big trenches 
around some of these and other workmen digging big holes in which 
they might be transplanted, —the magnolias, not the men. 

Then a couple of the window frames in the dormers of the big 
house had to be replaced and window light put in, T set a couple 
of carpenters to work on the H, A young tornado a month or 
so back had lifted several windows from the bindery and from 
the fan light in the Studio . These could be replaced, too, and 
then there was the precarious condition of the brick first story of 
the African House which the dirt daubers had just about shot through 
with whole sections where, grain by grain, they had actually succeedi 
inremoving dozens of briks, Gentlemen gifted in the art of 
mixing cement and filling in the chinks could be set to work 
on that # And then there were crepe myrtles which had grown into 
the electric wires which had to be transplanted or trimmed 
and so by' 6:45 I had people scurrying all over the place and 
because of fairly close supervision, most of the day's undertakings 
were accomplished before first dark tonight. 
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I am hoping to get the lower f story of the African House pai 
within a few days. I'm sorry that this is necessary, both inside 
and out but only a heavy coating of paint is going to prevent 
the dirt daubers from walking off withall the bircks not covered by 
cement and so I accept the paint with good grace although I regret 
the lovely butvanishing bircks and their colorings must be eliminat 


And what with extra assistance t I turned Yucca upside down, mo 
out all the furniture and having the walls washed down with soap an 
then re-washed with warm water, he lowel draperies all went 
to the laundry and thus, within a few days I shall have the satisfa 
of knowing I am enjoying the luxuriances of the results of 
Spring cleaning even though I, personally t shall note very little 
difference in the appearance of things. * 


And then there were pilgrims, - Emporia, Kansas to the 
tune of five or six, and as they remarked they were going to 
Lafayette, 1 recommended the Jeanmard es a blishment, as they 
were quite civilised people. 

. t o- aoT 

And then there were a couple of Methodist preachers and 
a couple of Presbyterian clergymen and a flock of biddies from 
Texas, and I'm not sure how I fitted them all in to the 
general scheme but somehow they did so fit, and tonight I 
shall do mighty little reading, first because I shall be sleepy and] 
secondly because I hav 


.UbC uuy lb Uo UCClb J.UUCJ.y Ub OULU 0^1*9 I t-W y f u/ ¥ VI* wi^ uv* 

a gain and the weather bureau predicting duplicate days through 
next Sunday at least. 


some calls 

the wires seemed to be hopelessly 

and I needed 

old friend of Miss Cammie 's, 
ng if they might come at 2 wi 

___ __ _ might. Then la Montespan 

telephoned to say she was beinging some gentleman from Cuba 
whom she and the master had met while tn the island some time oi 
they were to come at 4. 

• . ^ - • • ' 

Then Rosalind telephoned to asked me for dinner to night, 
declined. Then some professor at the college called to ask if 
he might come with some of his students today. He might not. 

And in between times, I was as busy as a hen a-settin', juv 


My telephone was jingling early this morning, 
for me, some not, as • . 

tangled. Eventually I received a few calls for me, 
none of them. First Dr. Jones, an 
telephoned me from Alexandria, 
some Horth Carolina friends. 


it aything to read. 

I didn't even have to bother with secrtarie3 today, for oddly 


eno gh there wasn t any first clast mail I thought I might 
receive a card from Pensacola or Moncks Corner or both, as a remit 
of. last hursday's doings, but that will be reported subsequently 
in the week, I expect. 

...• , ., • • . , •• oo ' o.. : .• ’• 6 

Life Magazine came, to hand and I notice a likeness of 
Boudda 0 n the cover so I take it that brand of religion must 
be included in thi3 past week's copy and I am looking forward 
to exploring it 

, j vs . : o - .. . •. i\i 

A kitchen utensil with a copper bottom is being ordered today , 
mid March delivery at this bend of the river with a view of re- 
slkipping same sometime prior to natal day. I was wondering if I sh 
mention this with a view to some remark being dropped casually on 
the family hearth that somebody at the office or some such might be 
contemplating such an item as the festive day approaches> as 
a plainali bi This, of course, is merely a idea which might or 
m,ght not be practicable to be acted upon and Miss L ee will know be 
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an ocean of lettuce seed, Then I explained that I thought the ; 
tops of beets would look nice in a triangled running along just 
inside the lettuce. He thought that would be pretty, too, Thet 
inside those two borders, I thought another triangle of carrots 
would look pretty and he thought so, too,. Then I thought 
jxother row of beets would look pretty inside the carrot triang' 
a nd then another triangle of carrots and so on until we reachet 
the smallest center triangle where we would put the final one t 
lettuce, 

. 

Wh\te folks can think up such strange things, something toi 
he didn t quite comprehend and so, in spite of the rush I was it 
I hunited up more stakes and string, and with his help, marked o u 
the outer triangle, then six inches inside, a second trinagle, i 
then another inside that and so on. At last he saw the light, i 
was just as well, for unexpected guests had arrived and I had t< 
leave , 

By this time it was one o'clock and J, H, was bringing me i 
important people, —I know not to whom they were important, but 
they were friends of Martha Bobinason and were out of Hew Orlea\ 
and so my afternoon began. The Mew Orleans gentlemen were enchi 
with what they had to see and threatened to bring their wives 01 
the S7th, Dr, Jones and his party arrived in this mindst of th< 
Mew Orleans tour, I parked the Jones contingent in the library 
finished off the one go-round and then took up the Alexandria g\ 
As they left, the Cuban number arrived and liked things so much 
tens to teturn on the morrow with his same companion, Tt's all 
very strange. Secretaries were arriving and departing, getting 
nowhere. Jack Flores arrived just as the supper bell was strik: 
He had come to pick me up for the dinner party I had already de< 
I parked him in the living room and dahsed off to see the resul 
of my Persian carpet in vegetables, Murphy had finished with h 
planting and was mighty proud of the results. So was I jxot, 
He had removed all the strings marking the inner triangles"and 
only the outer one, and using siad string as hi 3 starting poitxt 
hqd planted little tiny rows of alternating vegetables running < 
right angles to the sides of the triangle, all of the billions 1 
little short rows all meeting in the center of the big triangle 
making a pure mess of the thing, I shall certainly have one 
cretation to which I can point with amusement as the hodge¬ 
podge begins to sprout, 

> 

, I returned to Mr. Flores, g n ve him a drink and went him on 
his way b a ck to town alone. There was a little mail but nothini 
from South Carolina and besides, no secretaries to ead what wa' 
and tonight I shall sleep without the slightest difficulty j /, 


j *' 


Memorandum : 

1 • t 

May I invite your attention to the enclosure.. . 

Alright, now that you have read it, will you be inclined 
to agree with me that it shows in a way what can happen when one 
puts on tyis crown and reigns as King of the Mardi Gras in Washing 
Or doesn t it, I’m not quite sure, although there isn't the 
sL ightest doubt in my mind that I am tremendously grateful 
to the Qhalkleys for h a ving taken up this matter while they were 
in the Capitol, 

1 

But I am recalling the f Patterson letter to John H a ll 
Jacobs and to me which didn t sound much like signifying cp proval 
of any further Proust recordings, ,As I recall that was perhaps i 
July, August or September, Would it seem possible that October 
should brign such o right-about-face, Hardly . And then too, it 
seems to me exceedingly odd that a Government letter addressed 
to me in October should h a ve failed to arrive. Letters do go ast 
a s we both know to our sorrow but it seems remarkably odd that th 
Particular one, conveying the news 0 the matter which had 
interested me so long, should have miscarried, 
v rts ziU r h h iy W'l t z* z „ 

And so I am writing three or four letters tonight to 
various people, —the Chalkleys and T. Ashton Tho mpson 
to thank them for their good offices, to Mrs. Bellonbacher to 
request a confirmation or a transcript of her letter of October, 
confirming the good news, and to the American oundation for the 
Blind, asking the status of the new poroust recordings, if 
they went ' ixxto production in October the identity of the reader, 
when they may be calculated, to circulate, etc., etc, 

■ 

■frankly I doubt very much if anything has really been done 
October or afxy subsequent month but it appears, os I had hoped 
when writing John H a ll Jacobs f that eventually some political 
pressure might be used to advantage where just plain honest effor 
failed And while nothing has been proven up to now, still, the 
fact that la Bellonbacher assured the politician that things were 
a ctudL ly cooking would suggest that at least a smudge pot has bee 
recognised, and since none of the agencies like to tangle unneces 
with Congress which makes their appropriations, there will perhap 


03 * 
S Zi 


Wednesday, *ar oh 9th, 2955. 








Thursday, March 10th, 19 55 


unless the October time th 


Congress, Parry halkley, of course, is important in tide land 
oil, rice, etc,, in Louisiana and I suppose his contributions to camp 
including that on Presidential level, is impressive and that a halke 
request to a Louisiana politician goes a long ways. 

Well, so much for that delight, 

i i . ■; : 

After yesterday's bog-down with pilgrims, there were none today, 
I am gla d to report. That gave me an opportunity to give atten¬ 
tion to the African House which was a job, but before day was done, 
the last cement had been filled into the spaces where bricks had been 
removed by the dirt daubers, and bcth inside and outside the lower 
story were painted with two coats of something or other resmebling 
paint, the paraphanalia inside the place cleaned and the two armoirs, 
desk, wash pot, loom cotton bail or bale and the Lord knows what all, 
put back into their respective places and l'm glad that job 
is done and the African House souea a while longer for posterity, 

. he weather remains warm and cloudy with once in a while a pin 
point sprinkle, but not enough to count, I was so filled with merrim 
over the strange planting of the triangular plot yesterday and so 
equally filled with mirth this morning when I took c second 1 ook 
at it that I decided that I would demonstrate better sense if I 
would plant my own fancy vegetable gardens if I really wanted them 
the way I wanted them. And so I spaded a balancing plot on 
the oppostie. sie of the path, leading from the Yucca gallery to the 
gate, reversing the general triangular shape of the plot to that 
the one on the west side of the path, —yesteiey's, which 
h a s its point toward the gallery, would be nicely matched by the 
one to the east of the path, the latter's point stretching in the 
direction of the gate. And thus, and at long last, the 
beets and carrots and lettuce and radishes found themsleve3 in 
a somewhat more orderly bed and only time will tell, - a couple 
of week's time, which one is going to satisfy v^y esthetic sense the m 
although there was no doubt after last evening s glance at the first 
one that it will occupy first place in the realm of merriment, 

■ r.y r,,u ..9t> 'feed o: ■ fasti \ 

Yesterday Dr, Jones told me he had telephoned &Lythe to get 
my telephone number and that she had told him to tell me that she 
was "studying about" getting up this way on Thursday, So be it, 

*>ut now I must knock off some- mail and thence to my downy couch. And 
may your day chalk up as much satisfaction as the local one . 


only bring to mind the printing on the reverse of the 


Go to Hell 


I suppose about 90 per cent of my lack of energy is due to 
to the 90 degree weather we are having. The Shreveport Weather Durei 
reported a high of 85 up yonder at 5 p,m,, and it had been 90 here 
n ll afternoon. Spring fever is what we used to call it, if I remembt 
cor ectly, and to this affliction I must add a touch of pilgrim 
fever, — Illinois, Arkansas, Massachusettes, Tennessee and Californic 
with a dab of Alexandria tossed in for good measure, what with Blytht 
bringing a flock of ladies, including Nathalie Scott for a couple 
of hours during the afternoon, not to mention a batch of 
people after supper, . 

-i r,j • L".;. r sro' oi snob ex , . b Ut* Az :r 

And then, too,keeping the record strickly correct, I suppose I 
wasn't pepped up much by Dorans letter from Pensacola Beach, 

For I suppose depression is as enervating as the fatigue which is 
said to induce it sometimes. But at long last I have found out 
how one feels when one sees another wilfully take a left turn when 
the right one, clearly marked, has been rejected, , 

My theology would get gummed up soon enough if I considered God s 
reaction to the decisions of human beings, for God, I suppose, can pi 
well envision the end of e a ch individual's road a »d the prospect of 
witnessing the decisions made must weigh pretty heavily on his heart, 

The real gleam of sunshine for-my day, however, is your week ene 
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Friday, March 11th, 19 55 


of you to h c ve squeezed out time for a little chat whn your own week 
was such a shambles and your week was frought with so many business 
outside demands. But every word meant so much to me that I cannot 
tell you how much I treasure each and the impulse impelling you to 
write them, 

Yes, I remember mention of the lady whom you entertained and I* 
sure the little one arriving with L. J,'3 group must h a ve been the 
center of the festivities• I suppose it is the impending summer tha 

* _ *■' _ . , , . . . A . L ^ i 1 S _- J — -_- — 


Memorandum* 

li-• or. i ^ • "> - i ■' 3• " - "2 

Our unique summer days continue, —98 this afternoon, with 
brisk breezes that dry things tremendously and remind one 
that the skies, although cloudless, are more of a gray blue than 
blue f — dust storms or the K re suits thereof from Colorado and 
the -Texas panhandle, I suppose, 

; : I'.V V -tu sA iliv p.t 83 3 l 4 

i think I probably owe some expression of regret to you for 

dull note on wtyich I strummed my typewriter last night. The 

minor key didn t really reflect my day's frame of mind but 
i merely showed up a momentary weariness, 1 am ashamed of myself f 

not having taken a cat nap before knocking out such an inconsider 
memo, i\ 

6 Jto/t .-HJ 1 lt*:At. m Lor.<:*t 4 6 TBU 2 i *Vj 3 I 

After a good night's sleep, I awoke as fresh as a daisy and 

because of freedom from pilgrims, in spite of the fine weather, I 
was able to concentrate much on gardening to the extent, at least 
of keeping lines of.hoes running every old which way in the garde 

And that brings to mind an answer to your recent query regar i 
Joe, Mo, I think his request for planting his home 3 ite doesirt 
me a n he is planning on any change from his present connections, 

I think he thought of Louisiana as the snow -.banks piled up in 
the Dakotas and gave some thought to his later years when he shal. 
h n ve retired, Heqven knows we all hold the thought that may be 
ever so far in the far distant future, 
itj L i . . 4r , • . c t 

Mr3, John Kyser and Rosalind came to see me this afternoon. 
We sat on the back gallery and had an altogether pleasant, and 
quite humorous chat. Something happened that never happened befo 


will be promsing enough. It is so good that the mechanical age has 
so many advantages for everyone but most especially for such little < 
for the.terrors of a torrid summer in a crowded city must be pretty 
well eliminated by now for the tiny tots, what with all the gqpets 
that technology as contrived by way of electric fans, cooling system, 
on, 

c t o ^ ^ 1 r* » ' 

And as things turned out at this bend of the river, perhaps it 
s well that you were s a ved from digging on my beh a lf on the week eni 
what with all the hurly-purly that,characterized this week for me. 
Perhaps we shall both get a breathing spell one of these week ends d 
Spring, and if you do, I trust you will devote most of your time 
to greenery in the park which you really should do, what with be f ing 
all the time within four walls, .At the present moment, I h a ven t 
much energy when day is done to devote myself to writing but when 
the current Pilgrimage rush eases ..off,. I think I shall be able to ge' 
on the ball with gusto, 

f - esi-ii 8£. si*eaV*£■•&£» a*ocq4iv v 

I shall try to send several letters herewith or under separate < 
You will be as touched by what Bob has to say about h c ving a baby 3 s 
I tf)in\ Bob is a swell number a nd I shqll be holding the thought tha 
he and Patty may be more richly blessed in their second attempt at n 
an offspring, 

I was delighted to find three books from the Mew Orleans Public 
in the post this morning, for I h„ve been without literary effort fr> 
the Crescent City for some days, here was but one drawback in the j 
coming to.hand, —I had read all of them, —The Chi ne3e Tangle, etc, 
recent months. But perhaps this is just as well, too, for I have sa 
during waking hours for such delights and I do h n ve my little Persia 
to retire to on disk, just before folding up my beard and somehow th< 
little number at the present moment doubley delights my soul, and no 
least because of the association that speaks to me with each line,,. 


and asked for a drink. It was 'Temite Moran who is quite out of 
mind when intoxicated but it was impossible to imagine 
him doing such a thing, I barked at him and he vanished, 

LC . tut QO ..Ktf i IIOb bA 8C .il 

I thought Rosalind i 00 kdd too thin G »d, although gay, quite 
definitely on the high strung side. But a glass of wine and a do 
of conversation and she appeared more relaxed, Thelma Kyser and 
I toak a little turn in the.~garden for a quarter of an hour when 
Rosalind said she would so mucky like to spend a few minutes alone 
the little Chapel, Qn leaving, her remark that she felt so 
rested seemed confirmed by her general manner, I'm so 
glad she passed this way and I'm hoping she will make it back aft 
she returns from a visit to Georgia, She plans to finish 
a book on which James had begun and outlined a couple of 
others she wants to do, I think all these plans are so good 
for her so soon after her loss. 
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I suppose a billion typewriter tonight will be addressing 
notes to E. $oscoe Murrow for his statement, in discussing the 
flurry over Mrs. Eisenhower's health, wherein he remarked that 
she has had distinguished first la$y precessedents, —Lord, how I mu . 
mis-spelled that word, "such as the wife of Andrew Jackson, F. D. R. 

What the letters will be written G bout, of course, will h a ve to 
do with Mrs • Andrew Jackson as being a-former first lady of the Whit i 
for I suppose it is pretty well know that Mrs. Jackson never made it 
to that distinguished address • Sometimes I think commentators 
like Lowell Thomas nd, for all T know, E. Roscoe, wilfully misstate 
something or give a statement a twist that suggests an untrue 
presentation just to see if and howmany people are really listening • 
I felt this very strongly when Lowel Thomas pronounced "Desiree" as 
"Dasirey "• Be that as it may, I shall not be surprised if one night 
week, Mr. Murr w doesn't h a ve something to 8 ay about the protests coi 
to hand as a result of his suggestion that Rachel Jackson was once 
a mistress of the White House • 


sSA ni ' -rr. '-c. K o h ;ii4Uoo 

Memorandum j 

aisurb b;;- icAt- i'.o tost • t s-a. ,, 

How nice to find your Tuesday letter in Saturday's post 
and how kind of you to share in expressing a thought of thankai 
for the eventual contact established with Dora • 


How much easier are burdens to bear when shared, how much 
greater the joy when gratitude for their lightening can be 
equal lycelebrated jointly • 

In the same post with your letter came another from 
Dora • I shall enclose it herewith or under separate cover • 

. Although I read his earlier communication with some difficulty 
now have the impression that the present one is quite differen 
indicates that, —and at long last, —he has eventually moved 


conversation • It might be interesting to examine his letter tc 
declining the South Carolina project, my response, a copy of wh 
I made for you and this present communication • I, personal ly, 
haven't the wish or opportunity to make such a study but I 


I got a report from my agents today.concerning the state of the 
in the willows which I had better pass along to Old °onita. It 
seems, oddly enough, that some of the trees on the margin of the rive 
are unfolding their leaves and others in the same neighborhood and 
„lso on the margin of the river, haven 1 t started putting out buds • 

I never knew it before but there must be difference types of wild wil 
and what this somewhat paradoxical information regarding the present 
of things will mean to Sister Frances Jerome's aerial photographer 
I have no idea, but I 3hall le a ve it for her to struggle with • Come 
think of it, I'm wondering how the Pirate's Alley apartment is gettir 
apparantly enjoying a rest from occupants, since it was supposed to 
be conveyed to Carolyn o)t the 1st of March. Perhaps she will fly ove 
Cane tt iver this cmoning week and so mosey along to the Crescent City 
to have a look at it,and ta receive the South Carolina ladies • I cei 
hope she a nd Kay don t undertake operating the plane and "striking" 
the photos together, "for two ladies at a time will be enough for me c 
n single sitting• i. 

. I could bat Essae Mae for giving my name to a l]ag such as th wi 
of the enclosed letter» I sha 1 write la Hilj I don't know if she wan 
Louisiana furniture of slave carpenter stuff. But why we should have 

likenesses, 1 cannot imagine. L suppose she is a crack pot .. 

’ •: . r *! *\ 4 ‘ . .. o bsrsae : '••• sn 
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an early cotact would provide for him to slide up to 
Charleston before the ladies left, to make the most of those 
few days to meet their friends in the Monck3 Corner and Chari 
neighborhood and thus be in full command when they left for 
Louisiana, leaving the plantation in his hands, already made 
conversant with various and•sundry aspects of how things 
functioned on both the social and administrative levels • 
Perhaps this wasn't so important, Anyway, its importance fai 
to register in his mind as a result of the outline I had pres 
in my telephone conversation, 

but now it appears the ladies will stop by Pensacola Bea 
a day or two and thus get acquainted with him, What a stroke 
luck once moi^e that they decided to travel by car and not by 
plane to New Orleans • Obviously my job in this matter is fin 
I hope I am wrong in feeling that , a fundamental crack has not 
appeared in Dora and Lottie^s friendship, Somehow I feel tha 
although such a thing doesn t show through the coat of paint, 
may somehow have developed in the masonry beneath, But if th 
saving of Dora from years of poverty a nd destitution while at 
to earn a livlihood in business has been achieved by this con 
than gladly am I prepared .to place my friendship as o sacrifi 
on the altar of a compassion that exceeds mere friendship, I 
And may I express the apologies I owe to you for having burde 
with all this endless talk which probably has no excuse for s 
an interminable rigamarole, —l like that word, - for probabl 
end the whole thing will resolve itself much more to everyone 
satisfaction than had my efforts been less persistent, 

• r. n >,* • a jo.-a 

Our lovely summer weather continues, Pilgrims continued 
yesterday butl got a break today with only one, a gentleman f 
Sioux City, Iowa, which was interesting only because 24 hours 
I had people from Sioux City, Iowa, too, but today's gentlema 
didn t know yesterday s gentlemen and ladies. 

Two sets of Sioux City Sues converging on the same insignific 
in Louisiana, unknown to each other, within such a limited ti 

A quiet Sunday at Yucca is as rare as one in Lyme these 
weeks and Lestan is at one with little Hiss Lee in reveling 
in the opportunity to accomplish no end of little matters, an 
particularly over-due correspondence, It was pleasant to hav 
temptations in the line of reading material to hand to deflec 
this keyboard and tonight.I'm foldking up my beard comparativ 
early immediately a f ter a little go round with mein lieber Om 
so accummulate a bit of extra shut-eye against a busy program 
that this week will probably bring, I'm so much there was 

a moresel of quiet in Lyme, too, on this Sabbath . 

", 0 9/.? Jti 9/5 V jl A 
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Monday, March 14th, 2955. 
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Memorandum ,: 

How nice to find your letter in today's post, together 
with the clipping concerning the death of my old friend, Bessie 
Potter Vonnoh, What a wonderful mind and memory you are forever 
surprising me with, and not once in a while but always, 

8 v i\ 3 :.'o 89 :i •• 3 S ,/qs 03 \ 

And thanks much for passing . along the information regarding 
the present whereabouts of Mrs, Roosevelt, I greatly cp predate 
this information as I shall want to write a follow up letter to 
her, cancelling my earlier request, 

. . ■ . 

I am sorry I did not get to hear more than the report of the 
Secretary of State, His broadcast left me almost as much in the 
dark concerning Far-Eastern policy as before, I should have 
so much enjoyed the Sirkosky report, I had not heard it mentioned 
in the news boradcast and I am so much interested in your summary o, 
it on my beh a lf» I hadn't thought a bout a seoncd Pearl Harbor in 
Formosa but, now that you mention what he had to say about one 
good banging of that place and I can well imagine that in wxtv view 
of greater effecinecy in destructive engines as opposed to back in 
those dark ages of 1941, quite an obliteration, I suppose might be 
expected in these latter years of bigger and better atoms. 

Only you, because you are you, could possibly appreciate 
how dumbfounded I was this morning when the postman handed me 
Marcel Proust's "Cities of the Plain, as read by your friend, Alexa ; 
Scoyrby, I shall not get around to sample it until later 
tonight or, perhaps on the morrow, Sufficient unto the moment 
is the pleasure I experience in realizing that it is here. 

And since confession is good for the soul, I might as well confess ' 
you that I doubted very much tha it had been recorded, in spite of 
the information given T, Ashton Thompson, It goes without 
saying I shall write the Honorable Thompson before folding up my 
beard, and la Bellonb a ch will also get a letter, as will the 
Chalkleys and, merely for good measure, John.Hall Jacobs, 

.. • 

But I am more puzzled than ever that the Bellonbacher letter 
never came to hand • And, as I loug suspected, our prayers 
for the recording probably never were given much attention, since w> 
should have been advised the book was in prepartion since we reques 
at least once or twice since.it.was started on its way • 
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, I must say it seems odd to record the first and the fourth volui\ 
novel first, but because the fourth has been recording, I have a fee. 
that it will not be easier to fill in volumes 2 and 3, and after tha' 
it shouldn't be so difficult to get the final item in the series com\ 
It seems to me that the first and fourt volumes of A La Rechere con 
the salient philosophical and sociological features of Proust's 
philosophy and that this has long la3t been made avaialbe for the 
blind gives me vast satisfaction and my delight* is heightened to 
the n-th degree because had it not been for your concerted efforts i 
joining me in our assault on the Library of Congress, you know 
perfectly well, what with all the opposition we had to encounter, 
it never would have been effected. 

V:- V .• <. '* .v • . :.i "I'lito J ' i : if ‘. s " f.m 

A telephone from Carolyn states that she ha3 an appointment 
with Mr. Murchison, or Merchison, or whatever, this week regarding 
the colored photo mural and so donsn't know if she will pass this 
way to get the tender willow leaves while they are still tender 
green. She is having difficulty getting away in order to be in 
New Orleans when The Bluff ladies arrive. All I hope is that all th 
of them don't converge on me at the same time The Murchison gent i 
the same fellow who put up so many millions fSr Mr. Young during 
the letters fight last winter, —a successful one, L believe, 
to acquire control of the New York Central. I should imagine that 
if she got the mural job in n uiestion, a flock of other would-be 
top shots in the oil business might, well emulate this man who appean 
to h a ve been so successful. I never met the man but his nephew is m t 
to Senator Frederick's only daughter and occasionally said nephew am 
his mama get down thisway to see me, or rather to see the crepe 
myrtles, some of which, beauase of their rare colors, appeal to 
them mightily. 

My favorite statuette of Bessie Potter Yonoh's is in the 
Metropolitan and used to stand in or under a glass , the whole resti 
on a pedestal in the balcony just to the left, - on the 2nd floor, 
of the main stair case as one enters the Mueeum. It's in bronze, 5 
high and represents the winged female figure whose draperies and fig 
present one of the lovliest lines I know. I think 1 have spoken of 
the Yonnofr place on a little island in the river, just south of 
Fontainebleau where they owned an ancitnt cloistered monastery, 
the major portion of which was for their guests whom they often didn 
see for weeks on end when they were engaged in their creative work 
in -{heir studio in the Refectvvy, at the far end of the cloister or 
island, the two protions of the establishment being connected only b 
the cloistered gallery. It was a charming place and I loved the Yon 
But more of this and a billioti other things at the next and the nex 
the next sittings. It was.so kind and so remark n ble of memory that 
you should h ve passed along this obituary to me and a gain my 
thanks for making another day and another page of life so happy in 
thus remembering me .. 
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uesday, March 15th, 1955. 


Memorandum : 

3 1 S>' U‘ ' 

o hand 
interest. 


a half dozen letters and none of them of much 


The latest aquisition by that Marshall woman is arresting. 

If one has always dreamed of sailing the South Seas in a tramp sai 
boat, I suppose the next best thing to that is having a tramp 
boat tied up by your barn, just in case a deluge rivaling Noah's 
should suddenly descend. What the lady needs much more than a boa 
I think, is an anchor for herself but the unpredictable and 
the undependable probably go hand in hand, and not with oi anchor. 
To quote an ancient plantation mistress of mutual acquaintance : 

"Anything you do is alright, —but don t do it." 

I need scarcely tell you that my response to the invitation 
to see the Russian Ballet . It was kind.o her to invite me but I' 
not dreaming of going anywhere and I can imagine nothing that woul 
give me more exhaustion than spending the day at Old Bonita, 
attending the ballet and then driving down here. 

K 3 • -.A T 9 - ; .r 

A letter from Bootsie day , "The Court Yard Candle", as her 
stationary describes her,.and sufficiently well knonw to me, telep 
to ask that seme of Clemence's paintings be sent down to her 
by the 20th.. She followed her telephone by a letter, covering 
the same ground. I have no confidence in the lady s sobriety and 
if Carolyn passes this way, en route to Mew Orleans, I shall send 
half dozen by.her if she wants to bother with them. If she does 
Ihen Bootsie can snuff herself out the way she does the other 
court yard candles, i'll save her letter to give to Carolyn, if 
she passes this way, and if she doesn't, that is alright so far as 
I am concerned and with Clemence, too, alt ough when the latter ei 
herself , I think she had just come to see me, following a visit tc 
FugabQU 8 mama and I suspect both these old age pensioners 
had been tippling a bit, so I'm not sure if Clemence was quite 
certain about what she was up to. 
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Wednesday, March 16th, 2955 


was 


Memorandum 


appeansnoetween znis paragraph ana zne aoove, ueiesze telephoned 
me to say that Madam Milispaugh had telephoned her to say she had tri 
to reach me by telephone today because Beast Bootsie Gay's 
daughter in Natchitoches had received a telephone call from her 
mother in New Orleans a bout the &lemence pictures, tc,, etc,, etc, 
and the whole thing boils down to this fact. Madam Milispaugh 
is a frienged of Bootsie, and in view of business relations as betwee 
Melrose and Natchitoches, I feel it not unwise to lend a hand 
to a business that is very unpleasant,. 

. 

Our hot, dry weather continues and water pipes are 
running madly all over the gardens, I must ask my older friends 
about the potentials of vegetables planted by moonlight rather than 
at noon day, for the bed I planted on Wednesday night of last week 
pushed out.rows of or rather triangles of vegetables yesterday 
while the Tuesday bed, planted in dimishing rows by my helper 24 hour 
before mine, came up 24 hours later, I attribute the whole 
race depends on the start and that moonlight, indeed, must be 
prodcutive to a great degree of germination than sunshine. But if th> 
parallel or contrast were carried into other fields of human endeavor 
in the field of greater productivity especially, I'm quite sure if 
I- brought the patter up in the press, I might get quite an 
astonishing repponse, But enough of this silly speculation, 

{ or I must roll up my sleeves and get at the mail. May the 
oneysuckles and gumming birds be appearing in your local garden real. 
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with which they are endowed in telepathy so that distances evaporc 
a t a thought a nd separation never seems to exist, But for so m a ni 
„nd espec ially for the departed one, there was perhaps a requireme 
for personal contact without which her spiritual forces might not 


have been able to fill in the spaces 
her immediate physical contact . And 


between those 
assuming that 


a bsent from 
this was so. 


.■r a 
i(* : 

13' 


so glad thatthe feeling of physical nearness ..wh.en .she. suddenly dejcj 
was present, for it must have made the departure so much easier, 
she was even conscious that she was on the point of setting out, 

And mg.y I thank you for having t in yo&r characteristic though 
fulness, sent me the address of th.e Martini lady, I shaL 1 be so 
to h a ve this next week or whenever it is that Kay arrives, 
for I h a ve in mind doing something with the information that may 
fact, eventually please both ladies, 

Our summer weather gave 'way to Spring during the afteroon 
when the thermometer skidded from 80 to 45, Most vegetation 
stands still between 45 and 55 degrees of temperature, but 
for the most part, this will merely retard growth and not 
set anything back or knock it out. 

Except for some Hebraska numbers who took up most of my morning, 

J had a comparatively free hand a t gardening, and as J, H, had fcoij 
three strong armed field h a nds in my direction, I made the most 
of the opportunity presented, I thought thecoolness of the 
afternoon afforded an excellent opportunity to do a final 
bit'Of transplanting and so I made the most of it, for we 
are promised a gradual warming again on the morrow and Spring, /rd 
that point on, 1 suppose, will be finished for this year and summfj 
will have taken over but completely, 

I neglected to reppond to your inuiry a bout the fate of 
Reform Plantation the other day . The price ^sked for it was so 
out of line thqt the prospective buyer declined. In J, H.'s 
opinion t the property was worth about five or six thousand dollars 
and the Randolph Joneses asked fifteen thousand. The owner, as sc 
used to be the case in the Matche■ z area, considers the house as 
n liability a nd arenuite indifferent, as in the case of Windy Hill 
M a nor, if it falls down or iq torn to pieces, D ut must let it evei 
be s spected that the house is the matter of primary interest 
to the prospective buyer, and from a Valuation of nothing it 
suddenly catapaults to ten thousand dollars, and in this instance, 
the game is off before really getting started. 
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Memorandum: 

. !■' - 

Our cool spell lingered but 24 hours and this afternoon th 
thermometer was back in the 80's but the spanking breeze 
from the Julf made it seem rather more 70ish, 

The weather bureau promised cloudy skies and windely scati 
showers but it turned out to be only partly cloudy, what with v 
blue sky and big old puffy bowls of fleeeey white cotton, 
contrasting wonderfully, the one against the other, 

• ' nr i - r • • '• .y* t;; . 

And this pleased little Mis3 Ramsey inordinately for 
3 he stopped at this bend of the river at 10 i'clock last night, 
/ter I had just folded up my beard. She had had a busy day, 1 
andaccordingly thought beard folding an excellent gesture for l 
And so she was up and abroad early this morning, taking a few 
finishing color shots for n I Live In A Museum n and the 
afternoon in flying up and down Cane River in her car, getting 
some color shots of the water and reflections thereon for 
the CaneRiver article and for Sister Frances Jerome's volume, 
a m holding the thought tha*t she may be departing for Hew Orlear. 
on the morrow and if s circumstances should prevent her from 
so doing and if she must return to Old a onita, Bootsie Cay's 
Sunday publicity will certainly be a fizzle, 

-an ‘ ' ' ■ r ' : " 

I saw Pat at breakfast and so was a little surprised to 
hear his voice on the telephone at 11 this morning. He said 
the Louisiana Bar Association and some medical group is scheduj 
to hold a meeting in Hatchitoches on Sunday, March 27th, and ht 
wondered if I could arrange a tour for about 75 at 
noon and perhaps a like group later in the afternoon, I said, 

I could I am always delighted when he discovers people in bis 
business realm w a nt to explore the old plantation for I feel 
his own estimate' of the value of the place expands a little wi l 
each such visitation. 
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Friday, March 18th, 2955 


in town. One of the moving spirits contacted me and said they 
thought a paying tour could be drummed up for early autumn but 
wondered if Celeste would cooperate so far as the Melrose a Jl gle 
was concerned. I suggested that the plans be formulated in camera l 
which ever members are most desireous of he venture and then appoin 
Celeste as chairman of the Committee and, knowing her as we do, that 
would move along smoothly enough. And so that was undertaken and it 
worked. The lady was delighted and appealed to me for assistance wh 
Octob r rolls 'round. I expressed delight at the prospect of 
bjsing of serive in all she had to relate, and so, I guess, that is i 

The March TalkingBook Topics came to hand in today's post and 
There appear to be two or three items I shall want to order. There 
is a dual biography of Benedict Arnold and Major Andre which I shou'i 
to explore a bit and what is claimed to be a first rate biography oj 
Eleanore of Aquitaine by Kelly or some such name. I know so little 
that remarkable lady although I thought I should get better acquaint 
uiith her when encountering her in the pages of Henry Adams' "Mont 
Si. Michel . and Chartres" 


Uemorandugit 

And so the Weather Bureau this 

in Manhattan during this morning, a _ _ _ .. 

why but somehow the month of March in Manhattan forever lolds two 

contrasting pictures, _ -_ 

Avenue outside oozing wi-fihtUick oo 2 ey blackened snow that has turned 
to mush. 9 --* * ”■ 

settings inside Crand Central Palace mU3t have received a slap + n or 
on my mind at some visit or other when, v : - - J ^ n 

exquisitely fragrant interior, I stepped out into the street, 
afloat with evidence of a J 
street. These two contrasting pictures 

os t any mention of March in Manhattan < _ __ _ w __ .. 

today when the news of the snowfall came to my attention so un¬ 
expectedly. I notide E. Roscoe didn't say anything about the 
, tn pleasantness on his broadcast tonight but he seemed to have 
a great deal of political f edonomic and international subjects to 
take up and so perhaps the atmospheric situation may have indeed 
been a little worse than'his silence on the matter would suggest. 

, ' j • j; r 

1 It was still summer here, _ u ntil no 0 n. T hen it turned cool 

({gain-and tonight the thermometer is in the 40's , But we are 
promised summer again for tomorrow afternoon, and so the month ioqs 
along. 

Carolyn left right after breakfast for Lafayette a nd 
either remained there tonight or perhaps continued on to Pirates Alley 
She took some Hunter cnav a ses with her She may even attend the high¬ 
land fling at the Court Yard Candle's place on Sunday, or she may not. 
She may also contact the South Carolina travelers, or she may not, alt 
she will telephone Kay's coiisin uiith whom they are to stay while in th 
Crescent City. She plans returning to Melrose on Monday to get a few 
more color shots of the river a nd thence home to Marshall and on 
to Dallas for a conference wit the Magnolia Oij people on 
Wednesday or Thursdayf \ 

t * 

Early thi3 morning I went to Clemence's c a bin and got 6 or 8 
of her creations, asking her to set prices on each. On returning 
to Yucca I made out an invoice to Bootsie Gay $ increasing the prices 
in'all instances so that Clemence, should the things be sold, will get 


noon spoke of snow having fallen 
nd I was amazed I know not 

th e lovltness of the Flower Show and Lexinqto 

_ ;___j 

1 suppose the sheer beauty’of the flowers and their deliqhtf 

in or 

immediately quitting the 
... ‘ ; ‘ ‘ i, stm 

be-draggled q 00 king t a ii„end of winter in th 
_._j. t engraven forever in my memory 
came back so vividly to mind 


I h~ve found myself thinking of you so often during this St. 
Patrick's Day, wo dering if the inevitable parade on Fifth Avenue wa 
carried out a s usual and if, through subway evasion of traffic, 
you could get across town without having to be held up for hours 
by the endless marching in uh ich so m^ny of the Irish seem to indugl 
with so much relish 


It occured to me only tonight that although 


much heavier Irish population that flew York 


Boston must have 
somehow no one ever seems to mention the public festivities in 
Hejo England for good old Saint Pat, but I suppose there is probably 
drum beating and celebrating in that aU a rter, too, even though 
it doesn t make the front page in such large streamers as the Hew Yo\ 
- f't o Li . .. ..... l t.o a i •’." .j. • 1 

I want to do a little more reading before I call ita day, for 
I am in the midst of one of the Guerment parties wherein the author 
does such neat tricks at setting forth the vast multitude 
of impulses motivating theremarks and gestures of a whole galaxy of 
guests and I find his penetration and subtle shading, especially 
of those who would climb social ladders, mostexhilerating Of 
course it has been 25 or SO years since, under my own steam, I last 
of poor Swann and his app.roaching end, but in re-reading „bout it 
once more, I find Swann just a snoble and interesting a ciiizen of 



\ 


f 









than she asked for and there will still be enough left over to 
cover the transportation costs of the purveyor of this merchandise • 

I also included a couple of my own primitives from the hunter bnush 
of several year3 b a ck, putting a fat price on them, so that if they, t. 
should be disposed of, everybody will reilize a little something all 
around although I h a ve grown to like the couple of my own that I inclut 
to fatten the show a nd shall be the happier if they are returned to me 

' 

I an taking the llerty on the morrow to place a package in the po. 
for little Miss Lee , It will depart at the time this letter does but 
of course, will be received several days after thi3 reaches its destint 
I suppose, I apologize on two counts, - first in sending n a tal greet¬ 
ings somewhat prematurely, but I thought, in view of whatever festivit 
n re planned at Lyme, it might be more convenient to h a ve the package 
disposed of a day or two in advance, I 0 2so apologize for the bulkine . 
of the package, which looks mountainous and therefore is deceiving, so 
its contents G re concerned, I h a ve placed a fairly good sized paper 
sack in the top of the package so that the contents m a y be transferred 
into it to make toating easier, I think 1 mentioned sometime 
brick that I had in mind adding a pot to your collection and because 
I left same in the cartons in which they reached me, —thinking these 
would proteot 3ame in transit to Lyme, I left them thus enclosed 
and suppose youwill find it easy to dispose of them readily in some coi 
venient trash c G n. I believe the cartons bear the name of the estahll 
of the merchant-planter, as I had them forwarded Here in the Estate's ; 
so that this might be another good reason for making a disposal of 
said cartons and thrusting their contents into the paper sack. 

There were several letters in today s post, not one of which any 
my. secretaries could interpret, for they were all hand written, — 

Miss Nellie, K^y, Dora, Mrs, Stirling, Perhaps someone more experienc 
in long hand will pass this way between now and Monday mail time, I ho, 

r 3 *’ 

I so much regret your return of winter, assuming it may diseourag 
open air enthusiasts to get into said open air over the impending week 
end. As for myself, I am holding 'the thought that I may have no 
pilgrims for I should relish G quiet week end before heading into a we 
that will probably bee pretty well filled, a ^suj/iing that the Cooper Ri 
m^y reach the C a ne shortly and next week end s assortment of legal 
minds will certainly gum things up a week from Sunday, But regard¬ 
less of the snow and cold, Spring cannot be ruled out for long and 
may la Prim a vera bring La Paix with her, hand in hand . 
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Sunday, Marcfy SOth, 19 55. 


Memorandum: 

A. s A .’•I. T jmA ^ i. * ■■ — “ 

Warm, humid, high winds have been the order of the entire week end, 
and while they didn't reach tornado proportions here as they did in the 
northern part of the State, still they were ranging from SO to 30 miles an 
hour all Saturday a»d today, slapping unhooked blinds and banking doors but 
taking off only the dead limbs on ancient pecane trees and tossing piles 
of trash thither and yon, 

:: «■ si’ • ' or ,br. a;- ^ iOis-i 

I was truly disappointed that, an electric strom somewhere up the road 
on Saturday night made it impossible to hearia anything of the Clifton 
Fadiman program which I should have enjoyed so much. But as the reading ma 
is not effected by static, I was able to do a bit with little Marcel and 
his psychiatric adventures at Balbec and I enjoyed that in lieu of the Fadi 
business. 

Along about 9 last night, Carolyn telephoned from flew Orleans to say 
thatit would appear the press is going to give some attention to the Hunter 
canvases and said she had been delegated to get in touch with me to see 
if I could arrange a telephone interview for them with Clemence, I pointed 
out that like other primitive painters, Miss Hunter is not adept in making 
use of Alexander, Graham Bell's invention but that I would have here 
by the telephone today between 2 and 3 if they cared tq call. No call 
came through, indicating either that they felt it wasn f worth the try 
or that the llong distance lines from New Orleans weren t functioning, 

The present telephone strike in the Southern states is making long 
distance calls a speculative business with the thing being achieved with 
unusual speed sometimes and no connections established at all at other time 

Carolyn said she had telephoned Hay's cousin in New Orleans but altho 
the Carolina ladies had been expected all day, they had not as yet arrived, 
Carolyn had expected to remain in the Crescent 0ity until sometime 
Monday so perhaps 3he was able to contact them during the Sabbath and 
so invite them over to Pirates Alley, If not, they will probably 
make a round at Old Bonita after their visits to Melrose and riarwood. 

From past experience, I assume the Carolina girls tend to run behind schedu 
7 nd as I had gathered they might be here sometime during the middle of 
the week, I foresee the possibility that by being behind the time table, th 
may well arrive at the week end when the legal minds descend on the place i 
vast numbers, but I'm hoping this may be avoided. One at a time would 
seem to work so much better all around, 
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At supper Saturday night, J. H, remarked that the night should 
be a big one at the local honeky-tonk since most of the field hands ha 
worked during the week and therefore were possessed of pelf in their 
Saturday night pockets. Today's report covering last night seems to 
indicate J. H. was quite right. Charlie Turner and one of the <*■illie 
boys got well carved and Bootsie-boy Hachette got shot through the 
hand and through the leg while his broghter in law, one of the Haillon 
married but a month or so back, got shot twice in ibhe leg, one of the 
bullets smashing a n ankle bone • I m not positive as to what ingredieii 
a re requisite for making an evening at the honkey tonk a success, 
but 1 believe last night's was general considered on the more 
successful side. Oddly enough, the shooting was not done by the 
cafe paljrons but rather by the operator of the place, Alphonse 
Metoyer s son, Raymond, who started the excitement by firing f into 
a group of his customers, --thank h eaven Gimble Brothers don t 
pr a ctice such tactics, and after he had knocked out a couple of 
customers, the carving got started by some excited patron who, 
like the rest of those present, hadn t any notion as to why the gun pi 
had started but since blood was spilling, the knife might as well 
do what it could to add to the gore. 


This afternoon Clemence g.-ve a demonstration 0 f the difficulty on 
encounter in conveying the importance of mechanical operations 
to 3 uch a member of the pre-gaget school of one Hiver residents. 

Both the Times Picayune and the H e w °rleans Item were scheduled to tel 
between 2:30 and 3 for the two interviews. Clemence came by at 12: 3C 
then decided to skip home and be back at 2:1 5* I had to go get her. 

We sat here by my desk. As the hands of the clock approached the 
hour of 3, , I sat her in m y chair, the telephone along side, 
explaining I had to contact some people at the front gate at 3:20, one 
that she was to pick up the receiver immediately when the bell 
rang so that Miss Maude of the garage wouldn t hear the thing ringing 
and pick up her receiver and so scramble up the Hew Orleans connection 
I said I should rush over to the front gate, park my guests under 
the big oak and be back w thin a couple of minutes and that she 
should say Hello when the telephone rana and in response to the 
request to speak to me, she would say: *Hold the wire just a moment", 

I accordingly called her attention to the gold fish she could watch 
while waiting for the 'phone, —they sit hard by the instrument, and 
then at 3:20, 1 dashed to the front gate, greeted my pilgrims and then 
rushed bgck here to see what, if anything had happened. I found 
Yucca deserted, I looked arowid and discovered the yO odd year old 
Miss Hunter fiddling around out in the b a mboo at the back of 
the white garden with her 40 year old helper and husband who have live 
together for, n bout a year now but obviously couldn t bare to be separa 
h a lf an hour. Whether the Hew w rleans call was ever effective up to t 
point of the unanswered telephone, we shall never know. Well, so much 
for attempted publicity of a primitive painter and I sent the lovers a 
jiid got on with entertaining the pilgrims, who were followed by Dr, Ra 
n iid friends and so the day has played out. And tomorrow is Spring,,, ■ 
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Monday, March 21st, 19 55. 


X/0 t 


Memorandum: 


Today has been among the stranger days I can recall. Whenever 
in the future, somebody or other refers to the Spring of 2955, 

I shall recall today with vividness, 

It was a day of contrasts, too, what with the thermometer 
standing at 74 this morning and tonight, —I write a midnight, 
it registers 30 and Heaven alone knows what the tender green 
#11 over the gardens, not skipping the ttiangular vegetable 
beds will look like when its sun up on March 22nd, 

At dinner today, Dan appeared, having much luggage carried up 
into your room, the adjoining one and the bath room, Pat 
occupies the suite on the other end of the house, - He announced he had 
come to spend several days as it is easier to Qet back on your 
feet'if you'are away from drinking friends in towfi. What with 
Carolyn scheduled to arrive sometime during the late evening and the 
SouthCarolina ladies on the docket for a'day or two later, and the 
housing space for their entertainment thus pre-emptorily appropriated, 
I naturally was not entranced by this unexpected alteration of my plan 

And so the day played out and along about 8 o clock, Carolyn arri 
I told her frankly how the situation was. She said she would spend th 
night in town and go on to Marshall, trying to g*t b a ck here next week 
to finish up the pictures she had anticipated taking on the morrow. 

But she said she should like to have a long chat before leaving, as 
several things had happened in Hew Orleans which she thought I 
would be interested in, 

* ... , t 

She said the Court Yard Candle show was a success and that 
she had met loads of my friends, including Dr. Smythe of 1‘ulane and 
a lady who introduced herself as Ida Mazurette. She said Idea 
spoke of me but 3 he felt, - Carolyn did, that she ought to telephone 
the Segelous whom she had never met, thinking they might be interested 
in the show and perhaps they had not seen the newspaper announcements. 
But as she started to leave the ''ourt Yard, 'she noticed a man and woma 
whose ears had pri ked up, she thought, when my name had been Mentions 
so, because she felt as she did, 3he went over and asked them if they 
might be the Segelous and they 'said that they were. 

At just this point in her story, my telephone rang. It was Bob 
Segelou telephning from Hew Orleans. He said the Delgado Museum 
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Tuesday, ^arch 22nd, 19 55. 


Memorandum: 

, 

May I -tell you that Lestan is now the proud possessor of 
a n cherry" robe and that he loves the Lyme whence it came and 
the "cherry" robe next to himself. 

• • , 1 * -V *’•»'- • * *» 

For Jiot only has he examined it to his utter satisfaction and 
deli ht, 30 far as appearance goes, but waht i3 more, he has, 
nS is so often the case, splashed through a bath at the end of 
day before sitting down to take pen in hand, and that 
the garment feels just a delightful to his touch as to hi3 visual 
exam nation revealed it to be. 

Shortly after the first reference to such an item, he twice 
intended adding a post script, remarking that as robe3 go in 
this climate, wool may well be avoided, what with moth problems 
in the South. But the post scripts somehow failed to get jotted 
down and today's receipt of the robe indicates that the talk 
7 bout wool was unnecessary And added to the color and 

fitting of the garment is Ihe added fact which I think he 
relishes, too, — the fact that it can be tossed into a tub 
on occasion 3 >id therebye restored to its pristine lovliness 
without any dire thoughts as to whether it will weather 
a washing. And so it is that for months ahead this item 
is going to be the nightly companion both for the hours 
of correspondence and for reading and that both lines of 
occupation will be the happier because Lyme will thus ever 
seem the nearer and round about. 

" X *' 

And so, with the day having started off under such pleasant 
a uspices from the direction of the Post Office, one might 
turn to survey the weather situation in whatever area he chanced to 
find himself and almost any place in the United States, according 
to the weather reports, was on the cold side. Locally there 
was ice in the bird bath and in the pot. The butterfly lilies, 
up about a foot now, were flattened out to their initial 
, starting point. Some of the canna leaves look as though they 

had been left too long in the toaster. Surely the cold didn t 
do the triangular beds of vegetables ,ty\y good but they don t 
show the ill effects the more delicate things do. The banana 
plants which had finally taken off to a pretty good start will have 
to try all over again and whether they produce Any fruit or not 
is highly problematical. And the cold continues, with a high 
todav under a glaring sun of 52 degrees and tonight we are 
promised a low of about 34 while tomaorrow the thermometer will 
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sky rocket to 78, it i3 said, and I'm all in favor of that, 

Letters from Washington, enclosed, speak for themselves, as 
do the copies of my reponses . I have sent the copies of the 
August 18th letters to T, Asbhton Thompson, to wind up the 
business and make it evident, as they do, it seems to me, that 
the Louisiana Representative was misled when told I had been advised 
that "Cities of the Plain" was in production • Certainly there was 
nothing in that August iQth letter from Ur, Patterson that in the 
slightest way suggested anything of the sort • 

- ' : •• ; 

The mail also contained a . letter from Bob Segelou which was 
too long for today's reading and probably touches on matters 
covered in last night's telephone conversation, I shall get around 
to read it on the morrow. There was a lso one from la Storm but 
none of my secretaries are up to making out a word of her writing 
r nd so l shall have to hold that for more experienced readers . It 
was probably w ritten from Pensacola, as it is cancelled from there, 
and, I hope, contains her first impression of Dora which undoubtedly 
was favorable since the duo became a trio as the flew 
Orleans hejira developed, 

' *• ‘\ - . . «. i. v-. 

The company room continues to be occupied by Dan which certainly 
makes ducks and drakes of my plans for entertaining the South 
Carolina travelers, Obviously Dora wants to come with them which is 
understandable, so ar as the Melrose visit is concerned but it seems 
impossible for me to convey to him that it would be better for the 
moment if he left the impression in these parts that he is 
still vacationing in Florida t I think, Put I cannot expects 
a nyone here to comprehend the subtle lines that would produce the 
most desired impressions, and aiince I had such difficult going to 
sell Dora the silver platter in the first place, it is impossible 
to suppose I could convey anything much less evident, 

K '' 

The post did not bring me the check from the Court Yard Candle 
but I advanced l a Hunter the price she had volontarily set on her 
p a inting&. for I knew she was completely bvoke a^d I thought that 
immediate realization on her investment would make her happy, as it a 
tainly did, and such promptness may make things easier for putting 
across the TV story when it comes up shortly for the making • 

. 1 *> - r. 

Oh, ho, ho,,,So many things to t alk aboutbut I shall save 
addit onal points for another sitting. My day has been so 
happy, as is my evening, thanks to the "cherry"robe and to 
Lyme,,,,,, 


Wednesday, March 23rd, 19 55 


Memorandum • . » 

t 

Again, I find myself atcomplete relaxation, thanks to a 
nice hot bath, followed by one elegent "cherry robe . At the 
first wearing, it was a garment to be draped about my person, .low, 
with the second wearing, it has become part and parcel of my own 
form a nd I'm as happy as a clam • 

f \ . - i. v I s -L. - j - ' • • A**' 

In a couple of memoranda earlier than this one, I had 
saying that I am perfectly assured that in the event that any pot or p 
reaching your true hand in a recent package from down this way, said p 
or pan being a duplicate of ones already in your possession, you 
will make use of your usual good judgement by passing it along to 
any of your, friends who might be in line for such an utensil . 

I read the Segelou letters, one from yesterday, one of today's po 
but as they were long and my secretaries weak, I shall have to save 
them for pother go round in certain paragraphs, requesting various 
particulars regarding la Hujiter's life and doings • It would 
appear that the Delgado show is really going to be something and 
that the coverage by TV is likely to be unique # I shall knock 
off what I can remembered of requested points’tonight and send it 
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Thursday, Starch 24th, 2955 


several figures are seated at a table, — not the La3t Supper, but 
merely gambling. In the lower right corner f a gentleman is talking u 
a lady, but the latter's husband, who objects to this, is approaching 
with a large club to put an end to either the wife or ttarr the 
rival, one isn't sure which. Also on the right a fancy bridge 
lamp, copied from one I "loaned" the artist, stand solidly on 
the ground, about the size of a street lamp. Balancing this on the 1 
iz an electric light, suspended from the • ceiling and that's all 
there is to it, or a bout all, and withal, enoughl 

e/. 1 . 

flew Orleans called about half an hour ago Hr. Pipes establishe 
the contact and he was followed by la Storm, wfio, in turn, was follou 
by Kay who sounded radiant, I hope, and then b a ck to Bora. They 
plan to pas3 this way on Sunday night and as my patient went to town 
this afternoon, I am hoping the coast may be clear by Sunday, which o 
to be a fairly heavy day, what with the undred or so people I have s 
plus a flock who will probably bob up as an after-thought following 
the meeting of the Bar Association in town. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your perfectly lovely letter of Monday in 
today's post. Somehow, I had not expected it, knowing full well 

how the hurly-b rlie 3 have kept the pots bubbling in your neighborhood, 
But the added element of surprise could not make me more delighted thai 
hearing from you and reading and re-reading your thoughts on the seven 
matters touched upon in recent correspondence• Bo let me urge you not 
to attempt writing while Spring dwaddles along and prevents any sort oj 


the proposed broadcasts were given, - the local flew Orleans one of T 7 
to be broadcast at 1 :30 on M a y 1st, but two or three others, one, perhc 
ofer a coast—to—coast hook up either on the 27, 28th or 29th, -—as 
each of these dates are marked down for broadcasts, but I shall make ii 
a point to advi 3 e you well in advance so that you may keep them in mine 
should any of them, fall on a date when you might be near a radio or 
TV set » 

There are a number of "firsts" having to do with the Hunter exhibi 
For ins ance, this will be the first time that any artist of Hatchitoch 
Parish has had a,one man show at the Belgado Museum. It will also be t 
first time that the paintings of a negro have been exhibited in the 
Belgado, which, as you know, is the outstanding Museum of Mew Orleans, 
You may readily ima ine that I have had the privilege of sitting on the 
side lines in 3uch a business 

I have written six or eight pages of particulars to ob and shall 
knock off as many more before folding up my beard tonight so that he 
may be anply supplied with data. In gathering up some of the notes, I 
h n ve been struck again by the failure of original sources to provide 
correct correct information. For example, I asked Clemence how many gr 
children she had. She thought for a moment.and fallowed as how it was 
Personally, I am acquainted with more than that number myself. After 
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I had totaled up all I could think of, I checked on the number later w 
Zelma and we arrived at the total which is correct, as a minimum : 


Friday, March 25th, 1955 


4 children 
15 grandchildren 
2 great grandchildren, 

IJobody can establish Clemence's precise age as no record of it was 
made during the first 65 years and more. She got on Old Age Pension 6 
7 years ago and a heap of checking against events and oldsters were gon 
hgough before the sixty five year age was accepted by the State office 

Today's weather was perfect, a light breeze tempering the 8 6 degre 
and the weather bureau announcing that the cold front sweeping this way 
and due to arrive on the morrow has stalled somewhere in upper Texas, a 
let us hope it stays there, 

• • ■ ' ^ « • • 

Zelma raised one eyebrow at me as she brought in the hot biscuits 
for supper, Dan had remarked last night at supper that he would 
not be down to Melrose again in a long, long time. It was the sight of 
him, seated alj the table, that impelled Zlma's eyebrow to qtar skyward, 
hope he doesn t honor us this week end, what with all that s cooking, 

• 

I saw the ladies across the fence this morning. Madam Regard 
was as gay and as sweet as a little girl, pondering on the first party 


Memorandum : 


How nice it would be able to keep in perfect balance 
an unfailing preparedness, counter-balanced by the old adage about 
not crossing bridges until one comes to them. 

What brought this thought to mind was a telephone call from 
Hew Orleans this morning at the coffee hour, and how it happened 
to come in on Celeste'3 wire, I know not, but as I was there, 
the error was perfect. It was Kay calling from the Crescent 
City, saying that superintendent probelms at the Bluff had 
made it necessary for them to forego their trip to see me and 
that they, — she, la Storm and Dora, all were departing for South 
Carolina forthwith, They had expected, she said, to s pend a day 
, a night and another day with me and then slide on to Marshall for 
a day and a night, Kay said Dora was going with them and would 
perhaps occupy the hquse on the river for a few weeks. She 
asked me if I wouldn t come and stay permanently I said that 
would require some studying on my part. But it’s always nice 
being asked,’ 

» 

From what was said, regqrding the "few weeks vi3it" on Dora's 
part, I gather he still hasn t grasped the import of the 
opportunity present to him, -This seems so odd and yet I suppose 
it may stem from the fact that he hasn't,the slightest notion about 
what earning one's living in a city may be like, aid especially whe 
one is without the usual educational demands so many places make 
such a ridiculous fuss about. But let me practice what I preached 


dress she is having made in Alexandria, She added : "And what do you th 
it's going to cost sixty dollars," If it were going to cost six hundred 
dollars, it would be worth it, just to see her delight. And when one 
stops to think of it. Madam Regard and Madam Hunter each receive an old 
a ge pension check of fifty-five dollars. How endlessly one might spe> 
on how these two respective checks are 3pent, what pleasure they bring 
to each lady and how each lady would never see eye-to-eye as to He 
value, the other got out of her spendings. For Madam Hunter, there 
will be so much fun running up some sort of a smart frock for herself a 
home, patronizing the local honkey-tonk and painting a Museum full 
of pictures which Madam Regard will love using as an excuse to get rigg 
up in her new sixty dollar frock to go to Hew Orleans to see although 
the artist's studio is within sight of M a dam Regard's own gallery, 

i) 1 i, ' ' . \t i . 5 w *3 4 \J ' u ^ v » 

But speaking of fine feathers impells me to return to my "cherry R 
of Confederate gray, I'm,like Bob Segelou's Calffornian who dashed horn* 
office to jump into his kimona, for when night comes on, I 
love to splash through my btth and slide into my robe for lots of 

reasons,,,,,,,, 


We are in the midst of a radical change in the weather tonight * 
This afternoon the sun was brilliant and the thermometer stood 
at 86, It started tumbling along about 6:30 and will sage to 29 
tonight, —and there goes my vegetables, I suppose, 

l\ suddenly struck by the uncertainty that this may be the las 
memo you will receive prior to your natal day and so I want to hurry 
and tell you what you already know, to wit, that I am hoping that 
you, of all the people I know in this world, may have the happiest 
kind of a birthday and that gobs of the same j 0 y may trickle down al, 
through the ensuing 364 days until the next one rolls 'round when I 
can wish the same wish all over again. What with little Miss Lee 
dispsensing so much happiness to others, how can she help but bask 
pleasantly and with a warm glow about the neart when so many hearts i 
shining the happier just because of her,,,. 
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Frankly, I cannot tell you how delighted I am that I aJn going 
to be able to celebrate this anniversary season more or less by mysej 
somehow it always seems to me telepathy reception is always twice as 
distinct at such times. The latest response to Bar Association invi 
tion indicate that somewhere between 17 5 and SB 5 people will 
make a. round on Sunday afternoon early 0 nd these will probably be /oj 
by perhaps 50 or 75 later in the a fternoon. his will mean a fairly | 
busy time for Sunday a fternoon but I shall not mind since the 
entertaining of the South Carolina people will not tred hard on the 
heels of the Bar Association and thus I should be able to enjoy a 
comparatively quiet evening after first dark and I’m going to 
try to keep the major part of the ensuing week free 


The important thing for me is 
all to myself when I can play the 
occasional glass of port, relax in 
and so a' heap of dreaming as I con 
in the western sky and contemplate 
the world into which I was born wi 
fashioned for admiration and adora 
to be such a happy week all around 
of Lyme. 


to have a few days during the wee j 
recordings I like best, sip an 
by Confederate gray cherry robe 
template the hevens and the new mc 
the goodness of God in providing 
th another human entity so marvelo 
tion I do so hope this is going 
, and. especially .n the enviorns 


Today brought me so many different sorts of people, I never did 
around to trying to cover the tirangular parterres in a high wind un 
first dark . And a f ter that came a couple of secretaries to struggle 
witi the mail which wasn,t too interesting, A check from 

Bootsie Gay came to hand~ to the an ount of five dollars, covering th 
of one picture t I assumi, and hope, the balance will eventually be 
coming through, but I cannot help laughing at the amount sent, 

• 

There was a letter from Bob too, which I am holding out to jot 
some schedules for the April S7,’S8th, S9th and May 1st broadcasts • 
He mentions the possibility of carrying a reproduction in color of 
of the p inttngs on the front page of the Times Picayune Magazine 
Section. If that is effected, I shall be astonished, for the articl 
n bout the Black Swan was the first time a likeness of a lady of colo 
ever cracked the Picayune and now if the handiwork of a lady of 
color should make the front page, the Picayune world must certainly 
be said to be going to the dogs. 

But I must break off at this point and do some paper chasing in 
dark in a final attempt to save the vegetables from the frost . How 
pleasant it 13 to contemplate the coming week and to keep the telepa 
broadcasting a steady stream of hopes for happiness to you throughou 
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Sunday, Marcy 27th, 1955. 


(U 


Memorandum: 

And so I heard the weather reports from a round the nation this 
morning and from what Columbia had to report about weather in the 
metropolitan area, I gathered that it was not a day for outings and 
naturally my thoughts have been wondering how things have been rock 
along, what, if any plans were being made for celebrating the annii 
and so on, might have been cooking, etc., etc. 

Shreveport has been keeping weather records only 84 years and 
so we don't know much about what went on before then. During these 
past 84 years, however, there has never been such cold days as 
t iose of the 25th, 26th and 27th, with ice on every pot when usuall 
it should be like summer. We have had notrain, however, and for 
the most part, the skies have been cloudless, with winds blowing 
constantly from about 10 miles an hour up to 30 mile gusts 

It looks as though my parterres of vegetables may have 
by some miracle survived, but nearly everything else looks cooked t 
turn. I have never seen such a spectacle as the Chinese magnolia 
trees present. They were in full leaf when the cold arrived and th 
green was coverted into brown-black over night. Being so large, th 
all look as though they were dead but I think they will put out 
new foliage. Of course the butterfly lilies, now up to my knees, 
were likewise flattened out, but they will come back eventually. 

The banana stalks will have to be cut to the ground, I suppose, ana 
as this will put them back about three weeks, I suppose there 
will be no fruit this season. However any of these things revive, 
one thing is certain, obviously we are heading in for a second Spri 
in 1955, although I should be suprised, either, if we were denied £ 
a phenomenon by having summer unfold abruptly by the time Mis3 Lee 1 

natal day has arrived. 

. e - ; • J - - 

The wives of the legal lights made their rounds on schedule 
and it was all very pleasant personally, even though the A air 
was something more than bracing t Celeste, in a gay mood, received 
iti the library and we discovered many of our mutual friends within 
the group, including Ora, Mildred Cunningham and so on. One 
very nice but unexpected couple participated in the tour. Just as 
the cavlcade was about to leave Hatchitoches for Melrose, a man anc 
a whome, supposedly in town for the Bar Association meeting, got tc 


» • » • 
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up iv » i/it vi ic 0 ther cards, and someone called to them to follow in line. 
They did so and on arriving here, it turned out they were two 
very lovely people who, traveling from Kansas to Hew Orleans, had 
paused in Natchitoches and were viewing that town when they were 
caught up in the cavalcade and whisked along. They were so charming 
^nd everyone so kind to them that they thought themselves 
in a new kind of paradise of cordiality and we thought ourselves 
lucky to have thus met, by nobody's intention, such delightful people• 


like : 


I am writing Bob a letter tonight that will begin something 


SOUTH HONORS NEGRO ARTIST 


New Orleans Features Primitives of Louisiana Great Grandmoti 

and I shall point out to him that since the Supreme Court beings its 
racial hearings in April, we might call the attention of Life magazine 
to the Delgado show, suggesting that they use the Hunter story with a 
slant of news value that regardless of hill billy noise in the South, 
certain levels of society aren t too prejudiced in Art matters at least 


1 heard at least a 3rd of the Clifton Fadiman "Conversations" last 
night, in spite of the interference by other stations with the Chicago 
let. He had John Ha son Brown and Jacques Barzun as guests along with B< 
Serf. I wonder why I don't care so much for Bennett Serf. Well, anywa 
ecah man read off his own list of his ten favorite novels, and some of 
the discussion, following the reading of the individual titles, was 
interesting. Among other things I concluded from what I heard was 
that perhaps our favorite novels may be dated, in that perhaps the book 
which made the most profound effect upon us in our youth or entertained 
us most delightfully, would not be likely to do so if re-read in maturi 
Somebody had the elder Dumas opus, Les Trois Housquetaires • I was 
crazy about the book when I read it in childhood but can 1j decide if I 
be equally enthralled in, maturity.. Dostievski '3 Brother s Karamazov 
appeared on more than one list, I believe. I could subscribe to that, 
as it most certainly would on one of mine. It seems to me somebody inc 
little Marcel's opus but I am. not certain and that set me to wondering 
bout the English translation of "A La Recherche du Temps Perdu" 
and why it wasn't called "Re-capturing Yesterdays". I was surprised 
there was no mention of "Gone With the Wind", for Hiss Mitchell's tale 
would most certainly go on the list of my ten favorite novels. 

The Magic Mountain of '.Fhomas Mann and Tom Sawyer of Mark Twain were 
on somebody 1 3 list bu't I never did read Mann or Twain with facility and 
so they would not appear on mine 

;. • J •: r \ .0 ''/ :.** * V . •. ; M 

So much for a placid, pleasant week end and I am holding the 
thought thatthis entire week pay be an unborken arch of happiness for 
everything having to do with Lyme...... * 


Monday, March 2&th, 19 55* 


Memo rand urn: 

'— t < 1 . 

How nice to find your Tuesday -Wednesday letter in today s po3t 
and how much like you to have provided a transcript of the 
Yaccarini item, which is precisely what Sister Frances Jerome needs for 
the business she has to hand. I think you on her behalf but I thank you 
a billion on my own account. I do not need the transcript of the other. 

Your mention of the rains of last week, when added to the cold spel. 
your radio mentioned over the week end, suggests that we have been moseyi. 
along parallel atmospheric paths of late. Today's radio spoke of 
21 inches of snow in Central New York but I'm hoping none of the flakes 
spiralled as far south as Manhattan # A bringht sun today suggested 
a lovely winter's day in Louisiana although it will not frost tonight, 

I think, and it would appear the vegetable triangles made it alright, 
although everything else looks k as though knocked silly, but I suppose 
most of the things will put out new leaves before long and then we can 
3tart afresh again. 

What I am hoping is that it may rain all during the ensuing week em 
in this area, not that we need the water particularly but it is said tha * 
the entire posse of Wenks will spend Saturday here and I am hoping that 
the rain, if it arrives, will make sacheting a bout the garden mighty unp j 

I'm so glad you g a ve me your impression of Bootsie Gay and her reset 
to my neighbor Their orbits in a way approximate each other t the nearest 
one on the dumb side, the more remote one dizzy. I telephoned the 
Natchitoches papers today, asking them to hold up publication 
of a letter which, on Saturday night, Madam Millspaugh had told me 
3 ome newspaper man had written about Boot3ie's 3how and which she had 
sent to her daughter in Natchitoches, asking her to have it printed 
locally. Heaven knows what the letter may have been about but I 
suppose "Clemntine Henry's" name appeared in it and while Clemence 
would probably never hear about the ''reference, local people might 
bear down on her forthwith for pictures at just the time 
Bob will be here and we shall be trying to round up as many canva3e3 
a s possible before the Delgado exhibition • I think I have 
succeeded in convincing the Editors that they will do well to hold 
3uch copy for a couple of weeks when something more elaborate may 
be available on the same subject so that the o fore said item may be 
dove-tailed with the other material. And, of course, when the new materi 
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on TV in early may that she could select from, 


the telephone rang, Mildred 


A slight interruption at this point when 
Cunningham calling from town to give me an a 

This seems to have introduced a Benhome margin, and that r emmas me znaz 
I heard froi that lady today and i'll enclose her letter • 

; » 

I* ue been so interested in what the radio has had to s peculate on concert^ 
the lalta papers and their leak to the Hew York Times, obviously with the tacii 
consent of perhaps both the Secretary of State and rhariman of the foreign Relc 
Committee. I'm astonished, now that McCarthy is gunning for the President, 
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T esday, March 29th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

How pleasantly this birthday week in unrolling at this bend 
of the river and may it be doing as nicely along the Hudson. 

There’s nothing important to mention as a salient feature to make ii 
so but rather just a pleasant, smooth, even temper of Time as it moseys c 

Last night the weather bureau played a. trick on all of us farmers 
by saying the cold spell had gone on its way and that moderate temperatui 
would obtain for the next five days at least. But this morning, one 
awoke to a world that was glistening with a coat of frost and there 
was ice in the rain gage and in the bird bath . And so r after covering 
the vegetables on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, I left them all exposed fo 
the onslaught of Jack Frost on Monday. But it would seem as though the i 
braced themselves against the unheralded cold snap and they don't 
appear to have been killed, I hope. 

Today's post brought the Library of Congress list which I shall end 
separate cover. Unless you feel it would be pushing Proust too hard, 

I should like .to add a title of "A La Recherche" to this list. If, hornet 
you feel it would be letter to skip this opportunity and append it 
to the next one, that is entirely satisfactory to me. I am not 
certain as to which volume I should like to begin slugging for, but 
I suppose i would be best to ask for the final volume, whose title I 
forget. Perhaps it is "Time Recaptured or some such m It seems to me 
the one I really want to read next is The Guermantes Way, having much to 
n bout the Guermantes set up, and perhaps the marriage of Madame Verdurin 
to the Prince de uermantes and possibly Gilberts 1 s marriage to Saint Lou 
I have forgotten in which volume all this appears and besides, and this i 
important, if I have to plug away for another .6 or 8 years to get the nex 
recorded, I suppose that by getting the final one recorded next, there ma 
be a better chance to get the volumes in between included to c omplete 
the work • 

• ■ ■ \ 4 

When the reprint of "Invitation to Learning" comes out, it will pro 
give the name of the two or three people who were Br. Bryson's guests at 
Proust sitting in January, last past, and I shdl write percsnal letters 
to those participants, asking them their respecitve opinions as to which 
volumes in their opinion should be struggled for in the recordings • 

I am in the mid3t of reading the Verdurin dinner party at their country p 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7280 


near Balbec and I find that the author did an even better series of thumb¬ 
nail sketches of the various characters assembled than I had remembered, ar. 
so I have enjoyed the dinner twice as much as I had hoped. 

Mrs. Wood dropped by from town for a few minutes this morning and 
brought me a clipping she thought I would enjoy because it had some mentior. 
of Dr. Schweitser in the text. I shall enclose it herewith and you will 
notice that while Dr. Schweitzer is merely mentioned, the article itself ii 
devoted to the flew Orleans Mellons and their plans for their hospital 
in Haiti about which some mention was made a while b a ck when a letter from 
his wife came to hand. 

. 

It was good hearing from Helen in today's post, too. The n C" she 
refers to is Caviyn, of course , and is in repo se to something I had asked 
her about a while back as to the latter's financial status when the 
announcement of her intention to take a lease on Pirates Alley somehow didr. 
quite jibe with the insolvency which s f he mentioned at the time as being a 
problem. I think you will like Helen's gay treatment of the religious 
twist given to the spelling of ~he names of certain Asiatic countries. 

Mrs. Stirling sent me a perfectly lovely lady, a Mrs. flelson, today, 
and when t Mrs. flelson said she was from Wisconsin, I said in gest that 
I couldn t believe such a bundle of culture could come from the same State 
whence comes "that awful man", to which she responsed laughingly that 
few people in the other 47 States had an idea of the dreadfulness of h a ving 
to live down the horrors of that horrible maniac. 

I have an impulse towrite Dora a letter tonight, although I haven't an 
in particular to say. ut I find myself confronted with the probability th 
a Melrose letter received at Moncks Corner had probably better be shaped fo 
at least three persons rather than a single pair of eyes, and so I had bett 
rigged up the thing for an audience rather than a mere casual chat. 

An old ^Louisiana saying is that "in the Spring, Jack Frost never catch 
the pecanes", meaning that the conservative pecane trees, about the last t 
out their leaves, usually find themselves well into Spring before they begi 
shaking out their foliage. But Dr. Smith of the Federal Experiment Station 
Shreveport telephoned o. H. today to say that the week end cold had runined 
the pecane crop 100 per cent in that area and it is a ssumed the same may be 
true in this area, for while the cold w a s 2 or 3 degree less this far South 
still, the trees here, 1 00 miles nearer the Gulf, were that much more 
advanced. But every year we hear there will be no cotton, no pecanes, 
no beef, etc., but n obody has started passing a tin cup as yet, although I 
had hoped a bumper crop in all departments would secure a new roof for luce' 
But the Good ^ook says there is always seed time and harvest a nd so we mosel 
and birthdays are upon us a nd may everything be as merry at Lyme as it is.ial 
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A'ednesady, Marcy 30th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : . 

C. 

Here it is birthday time, and I'm holding the thought that 
even as at this bend of the river, there was an equal amount of sunshin 
and blue sky all around Lyme. The weather has warmed to a pleasant 
72 and although the breezes tend to make it seema little coiler, 

the temperature has been so pleasant all day and tonight, with the wind 

subsiding, and a nice fat moon riding high in the heavens, the gallery 
giving on the white garden is ever so pleasant and because I 
wanted to drink i n the Southern summer sky, using same as a sounding 
board for my messages by mental telepathy, I sat there for 
the past half hour for such a communion, to the accompaniment of 
Strauss waltzes, from 11:30 until midnight, it being about 10 
minutes after that magical hour right now. 

The ladies across the fence seem to be catching the spirit of Spri 
a nd they were as happy as clams at the coffee hour. Celeste told 
me all the Wenk tribe is to be here on Saturday and that Joe Henry 

is coming for a vacation in June. Hot even such news items seemed able 

to depress anybody. 

The postman brought me two or three letters, none of which were oj 
much interest, although Bob's note, carrying the information that 
one of the Hunter , radio broadcasts would be at 11.45 a.m. on May 1st, o 
Columbia's WW L of Mew Orleans was interesting, for this will enable 
me to suggest that we have WWL going during the Sunday dinner hour on 
that date as we usually dine between 11:30 and 12. 

Carolyn telephoned from town where she had spent the night, asking 
if she might come down to get some pictures for Sister Frances Jerome a 
to be here at 3 o'clock where some old friends from Marshall planned 
to pass this way. THe friends never showed up but Dr. Rand, Whitefield 
Jack and wife (Frances Rand) and Whit, Jr., home from Washington and Le 
passed this way Whit, Jr. told me of his 40 dollar prize essay which h 
Lestan as its subject. He was taking pictures of Melrose for his broth 
Rand Jack, who is doing an essay on the same subject. We all had 
o nice little visit and Frances asked me if she might bring a flock 
of young matrons, members of the Junior Leage of Shreveport, down here 
on April 14th, as she will give them a picnic lunch at the camp on 
the same day. 
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Carolyn's purposein coming down here, aside from getting 
some additional pictures, was to spend the night here in order to 
be in Baton Rouge on the morrow for a conference with Dr. Graves, head 
the Welfare Commission or some such S ate unit, which has charge of 
State Institions of a medical, mental and penal nature, such as State 
hospitals, State prisons. Charity Hospitals and so on. It seems he ha, 
been casting about to find somebody of proven m rit in the 
promotional field to head his Public Relations sectioni, and had contac 
Carolyn through the TV station in Shreveport, after having turned tkcoi 
one of her scrapbooks which she had accide.itally left in the Shrevepor 
office of the V station» She will drive down to Baton Rou^e tomorrow 
leaving heree about 6:30 or 7 a.m. Shesays if she decides she 
icants the job, she will be able to live in Hew Orleans which I think 
she would like to do. 


Memorandum: 


A suggestion of Spring remains in the air although a few drops of rain w 
make it more convincing. I am holding the thought that you haven't 
been, too tired with excess natal day celebrating but even if exhaustion 
has been present, I'm sure it was the air happy sort. 

I was so glad to have the day sufficiently quiet in order to 
do as much as I pleased, w ith a couple of rare exceptions when some 
Oregon pilgrims came this way, —lovely people formerly of Charleston, 
and during the afternoon the Reverend Wiggins, the Presbyterian preacher 
from town, and a nice guy, brought some visiting clergyman down, the 
latter hailing from Canton, Hi ssissippi . # Except for these and a 
small contingent from Lake Charles, I could concentrate pretty much on 
"must stuff" although I did enj'oyi seeing the good doctor of Thursday m< 
and two visitations by the local artist. The latter said she had given 
a couple of pictures to lythe yesterday when she was at the camp and 
as Carolyn had brought the artists some boards, I suppose the latter 
|s up to her hips tonight in swinging her bursh.. 

' y v- t • :• -.-.r rjs 

As for Carolyn, a TV gentleman of Shreveport, stopped here this morn 
at 7, picking her up and whisking her off to Baton Rouge in his car. I 
suppose she will r turn to Melrose sometime during the night to collapse 
after a busy day and be up and abroad tomorrow to grab a couple of 
pictures or Sister Prances Jerome, and thus fly out for Marshall before 
our week end visitors from Shreveport arrive en masse • I am holding 
the thought that the rain which we need may be forthcoming and all day li 
along a bout Saturday so that everything may be wonderfully dreary 
and boring to the guests. 

>:. i; * *•». J $'■ •mua i.i rtaoc ’ . i S.v ,.b j... si 

Although it was a little ate last night when I folded up my beard, 

I turned on the radio regardless and had the good luck to stumble over 
n station re-broadcasting the Oscar gward business out of California. 

I am always interested in these programs which, being but once annually, 
^re bound to have an element of novelty about the, even though I know 
none of the actors they are talking about and none of the movies being 
honored. I know not the identity of this year's Master of Ceremonies, bi 
I found him silly and tiresome without being funny, but perhaps that was 
because I, too, was inclined to be tired, not to mention silly. 

Still, in spite of that or those drawbacks, I enjoyed the performance anc 
was a little surprised to discovered I was stillawake when it was finisht 


I wa3 glad to have an opportunity to talk with Dr. Rand alone for 
„ few moments to f ind out if he is intimately acquai nted with anyone 
in the Alexandria TV set up. He has one friend who is the majority 
stock holder and has long known several of the officials in that 
organisation. Tonight, before folding up my beard, I shall drop him 
a letter, outlining the particulars regarding the VDSU TV broadcast 
out of 14 ew Orleans on May 1st at 1:30 and I have no doubt that the 
Alexandria station will want to contract for that broadcast. 

, * • 

I didn task about what guests were at the Rand camp who remained i 
while the doctor and the 0 acks were here but I ssume there must have 
been some people there, since Frances told me that her mother had Cleme 
over there with a flock of her pictures. I suppose there will be 
more guests and less pictures following the May 1st broadcasts and 
the billboard and other printed advertisements. Did ob mention in 
one of his letters or was it on the telephone that he remarked that 
some big beer concern, having many billboards through the Gulf area 
will carry reproductions of Hunter canvases, blown up to enormous size, 
during their summer advertising campaign. 

In view of such considerations, it will be my next duty to rig up 
methods werebye. I can prevent the Natchitoches Welfare Office fromtaki 
Clemence off their rolls, for her monthly check i3 likely to do her 
a lot more good that any fame coming her way, although there is always 
a chance, of course, that the sum total of pictures sal s may out- 
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Friday, April 1st, 19 55* 


t : t\ 

,y., *j cvr. 


I was so sleepy last night, I can t remember if I mentioned 
that Dr. Alban came down from Shreveport to spend the day ex¬ 
amining how the local pecane trees fared during the week-end cold. 

He did a thorough job looking things over, I guess, for he concentrated 
on it all day and came up with the opinion that only two varieties 
of pecane trees were adversely touched by Jack rost'3 icey fingers, — 
the Sly and the Stewart which do not represent half are numbered in the 
local orchards, And so the difficulties experienced to the .'forth of us 
n nd to the East do not seem to have been present here. From 
all this one might conclude that since other sections experience a 
total loss of this year's crop, the price of the merchandise will proba 
double and thus, even though there be but half a crop, might bring 
the total up to about equal or a little better of the usual 
harvest. 

Herewith or under separate cover, I shall enclose what is describe 
as the Louisiana Traveler, a publication issued by the Department of 
Commerce and Industry .1 haven t the vaguest notion as to the 
identity of the writer of the article about Melrose which seems to 
contain but 2 or 3. errors, so near as I could estimate, although I read 
it over very hurriedly, For instance, Louis instead of Louis Jr, 
is given credit for h a ving built the bi$x built the big house, 
a iid, I believe, that J, H, rather than the Estate of J. H,, Sr,, is 
named as present owner. But such details aren't 0 f any importance 
to the casual reader, although there are going to be some disappointmen 
on the part of those who believe-what they see in print when they con¬ 
clude that visitors are welcomed __»o qualifying danse about "by 
appointment only"* 

.1 was glad Carmen telephoned me today to remind me that I 
am supposed to receive 50 people from South Louisiana on the morning 
of April 5th, They will come at 9:30 and we shall have a dab of coffee 
at the conclusion of the tour, I.may have remarked before that Zelma 
is an excellent cook in everything but the *rt of making coffee, a 
beverage which she never indulges in, which seems to make her 
the exception proving the rule that everyone in Louisiana goes in 
heavily for s&id brew. She makes me hot chocolate for my breakfast an 
thus I get bye nicely. 

One especially pleasant feature of tonight's birthday week 
celebration has been the opportunity I have had, thank3 to a failure 
of the electricity, is to jot down this memo in the shadows with my 
fingers glued to the keys but my gaze wandering about the white garden, 
ghostly and lovely in the moonlight and it seems ^to me that 
telephathy works wonderfully well under such circumstances,,,,,, 




Memorandum : 

. ;: ' . ' 1 « 

And so the week of natal day celebrations comes to a close and only 1 
week end remains to be completed, I so whole-heartedly hope it has been 
a happy week in the neighborhood of Lyme and that the week end may prove e 
so, 

r X .« - ... ' * ■ • • . •- . * ” • *' v 1 VV * * v 

I brace myself against the morrow and whatever hurly-burly it may ha i 
store, ut the important thing is that the week itself has been happy all 
around, I hope, and that your week end may be ever so much more peaceful o 
than is likely to be the situation locally, 

■ r t t « ' .a c-" 

Carolyn returned rather late last night and the TV man from Shrevepor 
dropped in for a quick glass of port and was then on his way again. It 
turns out that Dr. Grant who specializes for the State in getting hysteric 
and over-wrought people back to an even balance is, paradoxically enough, 
just the type of person who can d_o this on a big scale but can make nervoi 
wrecks out of everyone who works for him. It ad seems so odd but may be 
explained in part by the fact that his doctor's degree is not based on 
medical or psychiatric attainments but stems from a doctorate convfered 
on him for his Biblical atta inments, In short. Dr. Grant with this dggree 
of D. D • becomes in reality a great big Fiddle-dee-dee. I had beared enou 
when it was reported that he orated at the conference, explaining that he 
wantee anyon working for him to give him 24 hours of the day, 7 days a u 
of their time and energy. Right then and there I advised in the negative, 
so far as accepting the State job under him which was proffered. 

This morning, Carolyn had to go to town to see about some 
photographic materials and this afternon she made use- of same, getting 
pictures, I believe, of tractors stirring up new cotton rows and such 
like. She had hoped to get some color film of Clemence but the sun 
wasn't wight for the places in front of her house she had in mind. She 
returned here about 4 and I dictacted a letter to the Eord magazine 
concerning the local artist, stressing the boraca3ting broadsides that 
will be forthcoming and suggesting that what with the agenda of the 
United States Supreme Court for April, the Hunter show in Hew Orleans 
might be pertinent for Ford Times as well as an echo for its 
readers who might be traveling in the South in subsequent months. 

As this letter was concluded, Carolyn, to my surprise, mentioned- that she 
was on pleasant terms with the Magazine Editor of the New York Times, 
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Sunday, April 3rd, 2955* 
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whereupon I dictated another letter for that gentleman, thinking he migh 1 
use somewhat similar material for his publication sometime in Hay, 

And then I dictated the basic material for each article* and it was time j 
3upper, after which Carolyn headed out for Marshall, and I headed for 
Yucca for my day on a dozen fronts had been jairly busy, 

Blythe had telephoned me at 7 this morning to say that her grandson 
Washington and Lee University at Lexingto, Virginia, had in mind placing 
one of Clemence 's pa intings and a copy of the Look magazine for June, 

19 53, in the Washington and Lee University Library and asking me if 
it would be possible to secure a copy of that back Aumber of Look I 
shall have to consult my files and see what I can come up with *1 told 
Blythe that the next time she was up this way I should like to'discuss ar 

matter with her, assuming she may not be around too soon, for I don't war, 

to let her in on the Hunter business too soon, and yet, since I am 
engaging her husband to get the Aiexandria station rigged up for that 
TV business, I don t want her to assume correctly that I am holding out 

on her, I should like to get the stills in black and white of the artist 

„»d ob's color film for the program under way before spilling to 
or rather too much to Blythe, which is spilling it to the world. 

In writing the Times and Ford magazines, I stressed the 
point that the advance notice being given in the communica ion regarding 
the programs planned for the major net works was providing them with an 
opportujiity- to to bring out appropriate articles almo3>t concurrently 
with the, radio and V releases and I am hoping that one or the other may 
welcome the opportunity to get in on the act, I had already written 
Bob, as I may have mentioned in earlier memos, that Life might be 
enlisted along certain grounds, but I sent this idea to Bob, feeling 
that he should be consulted on this point so that he might confer with Li 
representative in Hew Orleans and so dove-tail the publicity with a degre 
neatness, It would appear that the next month ought to be fairly 
b sy so far as keeping things rocking along smoothly here and the 
publicity channels freem from being gummed up, the one with the others, 

I am hoping all this activity in behalf of Clemence 's fame may work 
to her advantage, Of course one is never certain how such things will tu 
but it seems to me better to remove the bushel from the candle even thoug 
a passing breeze may blow it out, Melrose, as one result, of course, 
will get scads more visitors and what with Joe Henry coming here in June, 
my problems in the pilgrim section will undoubtedly be increased tremenou 
But i« these efforts result in making Clemence realize in her 70's some 
of the fruits of her gifts and her labors t the inconveniences will have b 
worth while, so far as I am concerned. 

But I must fold at thi3 point, roll up my sleeves and get to work 
I so hope this has been a pleasant week for little Miss Lee ,,,,•• * 


l 

: 


i 


Memorandum : < 

How nice to find yours of the 29th in Saturday s post, 

, 

I rejoice with you that 908 was so cooperative in making the 
item available at such a fortunate moment and I can well imagine your 
satisfaction in disposing of all extraneous stuff in ample time and how 
much giggling was indulged in, as between you and your neighbor, in riggi 
up the various items in such a fashion as to make their appearance 
at the appropriate moment seem to casual and according to Hoyle, 

■ laid LL^z ** ' \\- 8 'S&m* 9. , is . .. -ytoff 

It goes without saying that I'm delighted to know that you liked the 
items reaching your ture hand and that you didn't find yourself bogged 
down with a flock of duplicates, 

• 

, As for Saturday at this ben of the river, it turned out ever 

so differently from what I had expected, The day was beautiful and 
the Shreveport contingent, mother and two children, arrived for breakfast 
and remained until after supper, - and I don't mind saying such a prolong 
<■ strech was enervating, ut fortunately Sister wasn't drunk, which 

helped, and she wasn t raising particular Hell which was also all to the > 
since she can wear out the whole place under most favorable circumstances 

f . ' *2* Uj J \ M V * . .. • C. •, rv © v ' ' Ct i V « ? . *■ if V * •! _ ,. • * • ’ I.? I 

l V . . . < l ■ ■ ■ .I'vV.l 

By a stroke of good luck, she expressed a wish for some Orinoco ba»a; 
plants and I devoted the whole morning to dig them, although I per¬ 
formed the act in such a slow motion fashion that I nearly went to sleep 
the things out of the ground. And then at dinner, I did a brief symposiw 
on the beauty of the banana blossoms among the baby banana plants, and 
Lol she suddenly decided she wanted some roots from that department, too. 
And so I immediately set to work at the same slow motion speed as had 
taken up my entire morning, finishing just before she was ready to 
head toward Cloutierville to pick up the doctor and return here for suppe 
a nd immediately after for home. 

At 6 o'clock, I went to the garage to chat with !J a poleon Bonaparte C< 
nbout attending to the attic and some electic floor fans in the big house 
and then returned to Yucca and my desk where I worked for an hour or so 
when my telephone ring and Celeste, not unlike the fashion of a town crie 


■ 
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a nnounced: — 

"Mr. Carter is dead...." 
just like that* 

He had taken A is wife, Miss Maude, to the drive-in movie, just 
this side of Natchitoches and while stopping to reach for his fare, as t/iej 
drove in, fie died • 

The most arresting bit of news in Saturday's post was the letter froi 
Robina, mentioning that she had heard from Dora, asking her to jorward 
his trunk to Moncks Corner . I assume his letter to Shrepeport must have 
written after he had reached TheBluff and had found it good, I hope . 

I should have welcomed a post card from anybody at that bend of the 
Cooper river but I suppose they all were too busy getting adjusted to knot 
off more than the "must" stuff and we shall probably be hearing from 
some of them shortly % 

It was good to have Bob' s .letter giving some notion as to how things 
are rocking along in preparation for the Delgado Show . I can readily 
understand that the Picayune, having gone all out on the van Gogh shop, ii 
likely to slow up on the Hunter one which follows in the former s footste} 
I also understand Bob's thought that the importance in the May show 
is to get as many people to sef the things at the Museum as possible. I 
hnve a feeling, however, that, like 9 mapy other urban dwellers, he fails 
to realise that the visitors to the Museum might be increased appreciably 
in numbers if the publicity were also directed to the attention of people 
living within, say, 300 miles of Hew Cpigans, for I know a few Baton 
Rouge, Alexandria and Shreveport people who would make it a point to 
go to the show if there should be a bit of drum beating in advance I 
shall touch on this point when writing him later tonight • 

I am sorry to say that some of the Menks are planning to be here on tl 
16th but I think we shall be able to get $bout all we want py way of movi( 
even in spite of them • 

I shall write Mrs. Stirling tonight, suggesting it might be worth tht 
while of her Baton Rou e associates in radio a nd newspaper work to 
drag their tape recording machines up here as between now and the end of 
month, thus enabling them to get both an interview with me and a go- 
round with Clemence . I gave Mrs. Stirling a number of excellent Hunters 
her 8hop last year and their possession now the nearest shop to the Delgat 
h a ving any Hunters for public sale which the Baton Rouge papers ought to i 
ble to do something about. And thus a new week begins and a busy one a-'»< 
I rejoice with you once more that so many things went nicely during natal 
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Monday, April 4th1f 19 55. 


Memorandum • 
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Ihe weather man promised a shower t for this fternoon and clear and 
cooler weather for the morrow • I didn t see anything of the rain but 
the sky, overcast with a t^in cloud coverage, seems to have kept the 
thermometer high and I'm hoping that the shower doesn't de.velope 
n long „bout 9:30 tomorrow morning when I am expecting 55 pilgrims from 
South Louisiana • 

o o ' i • • T‘ - . 'tt ■ ■ V f\ p \f \ l *\*T • ’■*. . * o,f». l( C» i. V v‘ 1 ' I. 

'' ^ - % V. ^ 

Plantation activity —or, more precisely, inactivity, was more or le38 
influenced if not governed ^by the funeral of Napoleon Oonaparte Carter, 
which began at Melrose and Was -continued and completed at Montgomery • 

; ; -t. L z. i "t 

I don't remember if I mentioned in last night's memo that I passed 

by the Carter residence as a gesture of good will and condolence to the 

wiikdow and the 4 or 5 grown-up children • It was a somewhat futile gesture, 

as the place was so dimmed by extra shadings on the lamps that I 

could recognize .nobody and there were millions, oe or less of hill 
billies to be recognized, if one h a d ever known any of .them, as I had not • 

• • * * ‘ ' . ‘ 1 • * - 

At breakfast this morning, the clerk remarked that he thought he had 
sighted the preacher when he first caught sight of me • I told him 
the truth, to wit, that I had never realized he was present • He explained 
he was the person standing viext to Napoleon Bonaparte Carter, Junior, 
at the time D was speaking to the latter • 

, 

I hadn't realized it before but it would appear that the hill bilies 
n pparantly make as much in the nature of a wake as do the people of color • 
And J. H,, never to be out done by anybody in such matters, remained chatti 
with those present until 5:30 this morning while Napoleon, Jr., having 
much more sense, it would seem, spent the night at the big house, at 
J. H.'s invitation . 

' v si i A Jf ?.S. i". ft J' v LOW 1 

One of the Baltazar youths was the only person I noticed in the house, 
^nd he caught my attention because of his huge frame, the intense aroma 
of liquor as he passed and the waV his feet didn't track straight in the 
pool of light cast on the floor by an over-shaded floor lamp, the upper 
part of whose shade had been completely covered by some heavy material, thr 
a ll light downward. It was Pat who told me, once I met him outside. 








I 
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who the slightly waving person was . I did not see that a n V of the hill 
billies were drinking and Zelma remarked this morning that it was 
so shameful that "one of us-es color, —that Balthazar boy", should have 
attended the wake drunk, I might point out that the mulatto aristocrats 
would simply die if they ever heard a negro, such as Zelma, put a Baltha 
in the 3ame category as a negro. And there might be two reasons for then | 
to expire because of the point Zelma made : 

1st, because of the humiliation they would feel in having one of their oij 
mulattoes classed G s a negro by a negro t and 

• 

secondly, they would probably be so ripping mad at such a classification 
they might take a swing at Zelma, which would automatically demonstrate 
a vast lack of wisdom on their part, for, as you know, Zelma is a big gii 
„nd I'm told that at the honkey-tonk when anyone gets to cutting up too n 
the inebriate is always most particular not to make any passes at 
Zelma who, years ago, demonstrated that she was Quite capable of picking 
the strongest man and tossing him off the gallery on his head when the 
impulse to mis-behave unfottunately. had got the better of him, 

- Air •; . . . > ■ :;:i 3 .- 1 . • >• . 3 oc . cn 

I did not attend the funeral this morning. The cortege left here 
at 9:30, driving to town and on up across Bed River at Grand Ecore, then 
over to Clarence and down to Montgomery . J, H, provided a bus 
for the colored folks who wanted to attend, as many of them had known 
Mr, Carter who had so often worked on plantation tractors they drive, 

• * i " 

The in-coming mail wasn't much, — a post card from Kate Perkins 
saying her sister s se,nility had reached the point wherebye it seems best 

to put her in a hospital, A letter from Bootsie had less new3 in it 

as all that it coiitained was a blank piece of paper I shall be so 
delighted when she has paid the 90 per cent balance due on the invoice 
covering the Hunter 8how she rigged up, . , 

. » 1 # • : 

Mrs, Combs who hasn t been down this way s ince early December, 
telephoned today to say that her son, now ii\ the Pacific, .has a boy heir 
I wonder what therex i3 about getting into a uniform and preparing to 
spend years in foreign parts that impells so many millioi\ youths during 
the past ten years to stir up the Wife and Child Department, 

But Mrs. Combs was very happy about the whole thing and says her 
husband's health is gradually improving for which I am so glad, 

I was surprised to hear the Laseur voipe tonight in place of that of 

Murrow. I hadn t heard the latter was absenting himself. And now 

I must roll up my sleeves and knock off a dab of Hunter publicity for a 
couple of papers and then return to the Verduran dinner party,,,,,, 




It! 


7291 


Tuesday, Mpril 5th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 


on 


How nice to find your Thur3day-Friday letter in today's 

post. 

It goes without saying that I am delighted to know of your blue anc 
gold natal.day and I'm particularly glad that your associates rememberec 
the importance of Wednesday and that you had so many greetings from thev 
that you could break bread together with some of them on that day, 

» t. 

And thanks, too, for telling me of the evening program which embrac 
such a fine dinner and entertaining spectacle• In reading your account 
of the pictorial presentation, I smiled to myself as 1 thought of the 
several mental reactions of those viewing the film in your party and 
how much more certain parts of it, especailly in the Cre'&cent City sect 1 
section f meant to the guest of honor. 

And may 1 thank you, too, for being so kind as to offer sending 
Dora's data onClemence, I pray you not to rush into that as probably 
most of the material going into the \Picayune or radio or TV hoppers 
are about ready to jell • 'A little later, however, if there's an 
ooportunity for an article for Ford Times, accompanying the color 
pictures of the lady about her cabin and a reproduction of some of 
her paintings, this data might be employed in part, perhaps, although I 
beg you not to dig too much for it since, in an extremity, I can cast 
about for other segments of her extraordinary career that I can use 
a e substitute material, I do appreciate your thought so much but assurt 
you the parallel particulars will work alright. You have such scant 
opportunity to catch you? breath, I should be so much happier 
h a ppier if you would devote such moments to relaxation, 

ut just to demonstrate what a contradictory nature I have, I 
turn about, right after urging you not to take on extra work by confess ; 
to you that, as 1 promised last autumn, I am rtnning out of the Yucca 
stationary of which I am so fond. Had I realized, as you report in you 1 
letter, that the Easter 'Bunny was postin me something within a 
day or so, I might have mentioned Yucca earlier. There is no rush 
about the paper but because I like it so much because in using it, 

I not only think of the stationary itself but primarily of Lyme whence 
it came, I do keep my promise to let you know about its present 
status, 

* And may I thank you, too, for so generously offting you Hunter re 1 
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*io?i o/ the Chapel. As you will have already noted before this memo 
reaches you, the Chapel will undoubtedly be represented at the 
Delgado in the picture of the little sanctuary which I sent Bob and Pat- 
recently and which, as Bqb mentioned in a subsequent letter, they are he 
framed on a mat of monck s cloth, which sounds to me as though it 

m 7* n h h o o >to r on i 




might be ever so nice. 


aev 

ao-ji 


Yes, in response to your request that I send along any particulars 
concerning Miss //elite as soon as they reach me. I keep my weekly lett t 
moving along steadily and try to drop in a thought or two between times 
for surely Miss flellie s is a heavy cross to bear, not to mention that 
of M a ude Eberhardt who is really heroic, I think, too. 


teliphone interruption and necessity of removing this memo to make a couple 
addresses... 

■ r :v v.-. • 

The estimate of today s number of visitors in the morning group was 
wrong by about half, as about 50 were expected and about 1 00 came. 

They were representatives of certain branches of Parish (County) administr 
tions in South Louisiana, —long on co'ffeee drinking and short of interest 
in anything outside the coffee cup. ut there are exceptions to all rules 
perhaps 6 or 8 per cent were wishful 'about comprehending a little of what 
they had to see. The balance were coffeee drunkards, some of whom never 
got out of the dining room in the hour they were here while others were 
like goats', scrambling all over the place, interested in nothing except 
exploring. I had, in my prelimin a ry remarks of greeting, asked them 
to confine themselves to the ground floor of the big house. *hen the 
cars were r ady to leave, at the end of the tour, three people were 
missing. I found them in the attic. Like a child on the White House 
lawn at Easter time, o is that egg-rolling and not an egg hunt, I 
picked up 14 empty coffee cups in different rooms upstairs where they had 
been casually put down during the ransacking. It is unfortunate but 
true that in this instance, cooperation began and ended, seemingly, at Yuc 


I have missed all radio reports today but I assume Mr. Churchill 
has resigned, as predicted yesterday. The b-ief references reported last 
by radio over his final dinner in Downing Street to the Queen made me want 
to Ue&r more 9 It seems so odd that the end of this remarkable man 1 s 
Premiership should come at a time when the 23 London newspapers aren’t 
being published because of a strike. The moving events will h a ve to be 
3ou ht out by future historians in the newspapers of-other British cities 
and, excepting perhaps the Manchester Guardian, the Hew York Ti mes j 
suppose, will supply the best and most complete particulars • 

Again my thaiiks for another happy day because of your nice Thursday-Friday 
letter. Do, I pray you, not worry about inability to write these hectic d 
s^tand*. 1 ? 1 . 1 .** 63 Wil1 present themselves later, and in the mean time, I will 


Wednesday, April 6th, 1955. 


Memorandum j 

Full summer, if all electric fans going full tilt suefygest such 
a season while the Chinese magnolias, persimmons and fig trees stand around, 
decked in brown-black leaves as reminders of the wintry blasts that were see 
but yesterday's. t 4 

^ L \ • ■ *. % i C 

Bob's letter in this morning's post, as you will note, carries the 
disappointing news that because of the over-loading of the Picayune 
with van Gogh data in April, Art will get no speipe in the magazine section f 
a number of weeks thereafter. But, in a w a y, perhaps this is just as well s 
the other channels spreading the good new3 of the Delgado exhibition will 
possibly give a broader, more moderate swell in public interest, 
therebye avoiding too tremendous an explosion in a single concentration that 
turn out to be but a flash in the pan. t 

l t. ' 

Ac for Clemence, herself, she came to see me yesterday, bringing me a 
"present", meaning she was broke. She was wondering if Miss Carolyn would 
be having any luck disposing of any f her pictures before this week end, 
therebye enabling the artist to do. a little pre-Easter shopping • I 
responded by presenting her with a little gift to balance off her own and 
assured her I felt, positive Carolyn would have as good, success as she did 
last time. I find it much better that Clemence thinks somebody else is sel. 
her pictures and as I felt sure Bob's check would come through in the 
following mail, I told her I would probably be coming to see her on the 
morrow. And so I cashed Bob's check at the store when it came in today's 
post and after examining some other pieces of likely looking stuff in the 
post, hit off a cross the cotton field, —only to find that Clemence had gone 
calling on Fugabou's mama. But one of her grandson's was frolickingaround 
and I sent him for her and while I waited, Atmas Remos, Clemence's newest hu. 
showed me the fine garden that is beginning to sprout in back of the house o; 
the new chicken coops being contrived out of old lumber at the side of the h< 
toward the gin. . \o ’ . , 

t . . ' . 

In a few minutes, Clemence came a-jumpin , a;td was delighted that Carol j 
sent her the thirty five dollars which had arrived for pictures in the mornii 
post, as she supposes from Carolyn. And so la Hunter and husband will have < 
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Easter and that's what is important. 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall last night. She said the Murchison con u 
conference in Dallas had been fairly successful as he had ordered a 
few pictures, —I believe these sell, —her photographs, at about $100.00 
throw and he wants her to come back to talk about a photographic mural 
for his office building within the month. She asked me if I thought 
she should make a round down this way to get some pictures of Clemence for 
possible magazine material this week. I replied in the negative, for 
my thought is that Easter will be a hurly-burly time anyway, so far as I am ci 
therebye preventing me from getting Clemence properly rigged up, a nd so I sugi 
3he go o?i straight to Hew Orleans for some conference or other she has there < 
plan to return here a bout Wednesday or Thursday. There is method in my madne ; 
If she comes Thursday or Friday, or whenever, she wild be inclined to linger 
on until Saturday, and as I advised her that Bob and his photographer will be 
coming here on Saturday, I reckon she will be gald to accept my suggestion 
to remain to lend them a hand, and while additional help in photographing 
may not be essential, it will be nice, shpuld she be here, to have her meet 
the plane, either in Alexandria or Hatchitoches, therebye enabling me to swint 
Saturday's business without any assistance from local sources. Celeste, for 
example, might be entranced to pick up the two gentlemen at their air port in 
morning, but cards in the a fternoon would make it impossible for her to do a?i 
7 fiout getting them back, and Saturday afternoons on the plantation being 
what they are, with so many of the youths on a frolic, it will be much 
easier to have somebody so cooperative to pick up and take back. 

Carolyn said she had heard from Dora, —a mere note, saing that The Bluf % 
beautiful and, —alarmingly enough, that la Storm is the heart and mind of 
the place. He was talking ( a bout Kay when, on the telephone, I asked him when 
in Hew Orleans, if he didn t think la Storm a doll. And here agadn we are < 

fronted by that never ending puzzle as to why bags incline >to do such frantic 

thing about their ages. I suppose this must be, —and come to think of it, ' 

does seem to be so in most cases, that they do so simply because they are bagi 

For there is la Storm at 84, never failing to charm every ody while Kay so me 
decades her junior call never make the grade * 

— < <. 

I am wondering if I have mentioned within the past few weeks what a wond< 
success your feezi a bulbs hg,ve had this year. Hobody around the Natchitoches 
has ever seen any and the blue ones bloomed wonderfully this year. I wanted 
to ask if you found the bulbs in a Manhattan seed house, as I do not find then 
listed in any of our catalogues here. I suppose that may be one reason why 
nobody in this area has raised them, and thi3 year they did so well Madam Re{ 
just about lost her mind over the blue blossoms.and I'm wonderingwhat she 
would think of the white ones which, it seems to me, are equally lovely. My 
day wasn't too hectic but I seem tired and so, after doing a little mail, I tf 
1 shall do a dab of philosophy with Omar, in my cherry red Confederate gray r< 
then call a halt on activities...... 
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hursdey , April 7th, 19 55. 
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Memorandum j «. 

.0 i C ■ « i-S 01)0' OS V. 1 •O**!. ijv * -j -* v i 

Here it is, Holy Thursday, and I was wholey taken aback 
today when the postman presented me with a package from Lyme that 
had all the earmarks of Christmas rather than Easter. 

s yWioBoq ter.it- o orf iitdbst oevioood Jeod 9<S at -«uod 

How may I begin calling down blessings on the head of little 
Miss Lee. 

. ...« 

The lovely illuminated manuscript type of greeting card is so 
precious t sitting here before me on my desk and glistening in the 
light of my lamp. It's so lovely it's simply Lyme all over again. 

S 9C 181. !'•••• hi belt i “ST bill. ? !<• • Av 1W 

And now nice to have such an abundanceof the weed against the 
fully packed days just ahead.^ I find that when under some pressure, 
at present, what with stuff to do on several fronts in making prepara 
for the Delgado usiness, my nerves find automatic relief and release 
a quick puij Qn a cigarette, increasing my quota considerably 
at-.such periods. How I can have a go at them with utter abandon, 
th a nks to this bountiful supply, with never a thought of the need for 
hesitating because of any shortage. How much more smoothly things 
will slide along the days ahead. 

• ' • . 

And houj thoughtful that provision should h a ve been made against 
possible fading of this ribbon, which is being put through con¬ 
siderable use these days And how good it is to know that whenever 
the need for clearer typing becomes imperative, provision has been 
made against such d contingency, —and what with the TV script to 
correct at any moment now, strong imprint of the type will be 
30 helpful on sheets, divided into two parts unevenly, —the visual 
part of the script being covered at the left, the words to be spoken 
appearing on the right, so that it is almost ^iiTiperottue to know in 
a general way, at least, if the two subjects are appearing in 
proper relation, the one to the other. 

i c ^ 4\«.Y 0 VI JR * 0 $. r ‘ C?I*. r 35 0*1 'o\j £ 30»» • ^ ^ * ft 4 v 

And how touching to have the story of "us-es little boy" to hand 
that 1 may <.time and again, as I have alreaey done, turned through the 
illustrations and to look forward to those days when the in-coming ma 
be ing light, I can have the secretaries explore a few pages for me at 
each sitting. I am so happy to have this volume and I am already env 
how many mature white friends are going to want to read portions of i 
to me ' 


I 


I 
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And as for the Schweitzer number, it's wonderful, I don't mind 
telling you I had to stop all operations forthwith and have a go at i- 
this morning And tonight, when finally I was free along about first 
dark, I had io have another go at it and I found it wonderful in so 
many different w a ys and my soul was delighted to -find how many happy 
elements -were blended into a single presentation m For there was litt. 
Miss Lee without whom I should never have known*about this # And 
Inhere wa& Dr. Albert himself and his rendition which somehow is forevt 
bound to be the best because technique c a nnot possibly enter into sucl 
rendition, perfect though that may be, since never did any organ 
respond to human fingers more nearly approaching the Divine, —"the 
temple worthy of the idol, the idol of the temple". And then, too, tl 
the B„ch compositions themselves so mighty, so majestic, so noble, — 
the 17th century merging into thi 18th, transposed by the 20th centur\ 
the Age of Louis 'IiV and its order out of chqos blending in so perfec 
with the more subtle and restrained and pensive Age of Madame de Pompt 
and the whole set forth in such soul-satisfying presentation in the 
Age of Albert Schweitzer, I do not know the Parish Church in Alsace 
where the recordings were made but I always so much admired the class 
restraint of St, Su^pice where Dr. Schweitzer used to pr .cice so 
much that for physical seating, as ordered by the imagination, my 
mind was utterly at rest in that Louis XIV edifice, so perfectly 
arranged for a B a ch concert given by such a man as Dr. Schweitzer. 

jOrt Of? doiiit uoh , 9 \jitj 

How many nights \n the ea3ons ahead, I am going to sit by 
St. Giggin's fountain and f thanks to the combination of all the 
personaities and places referred to above, find my spirit rising 
to he a venlier spheres qnd as I need scarcely add, in making 
such excursions into the Sublime, it will never feel alone • For 
such is the greatness of God that- regardless of geograp ical situatioi 
it requires even less ^than this Columbia recording to make merge the 
Less and the Lestans and how perfectly may and can this always be ach\ 
through such a medium * < ; uc ; v 

e\Yv-.i. r n\z t Sr\r,i s ban 0000 , »*.. »<S iqinoe \o Jmc 

Yes , my faster u/eek end is[ .already a .guaranteed week end of happi 
th a nks exclusively to just one person. t 

• T b Co - •* t It 0 i $ '»* --'-V* . 

Sister Frances Jerome may gum up some of my other labors, as she 
put in-on appearance, unheralded this afternoon, hoping I might give I 
a hand on Good Friday and perhaps Saturday, to correct her manuscript, 
Fortunately all the telephones on the Melrose line are not functionim 
therefore appointments do not have to be declined and my time will be 
the freer. 

It was so wonderful last-week, feeling so gay as I did and all £>< 
it was natal week and yet here I am heading intq a week end that will 
last weeks that is, thanks to the 3ame person, an equaly happy season, 
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Memorandum• 

,ac Lq no\ ea." r« at tiJadua hi bartctolo ffwo es. o? hoiqan at* ' ,o 

Another lovely day because all the happiness of yesterday has held 
to radiate-~th i e thousand and one shafts of affection coming my way in 
yesterday's, post. 

jiac, *\ o -Aool\ a a ini woo cri saw o* ad isui*. ocr i si 4cvinosi)h r . r ' 

The hours have been busy from dawn until dusk but L a dy flicotine 
has soothed the tensions and there have been little lapses when I could 
take time out v-o. read a page from the biography of "us-es little boy" 
and between times, to glance at my splendid Easter greeting card. 
jo ojoAa TV shir \o i\.;Tb o/.r qhiaoioha t d'0d pon\ a Jolt 

But-ji^ the night, as promised, is warm, I am saviiug Dr. Schweitzer 
for later when the mail ha3 been tossed off and I can retire to 
the bacji gallery to turn on the ms musical hour which so deftly release 
so many thoughts flying in- a generally northeasterly direction. 

KfriWoV i - bn . i, no inbi btzih : qc 
I can't recall if I mentioned in yesterday's memo tivat a funeral 
on Melrose presented a curious problem for today. The old belieef 
existing throughout the Cane River country that "the bl-ood follows the 
plough" is as ingrained as ever, the s uperstition being that if one in 
^ny way stirs the ground on Goad Friday ,, <22 luck in the form of violenc 
will result, -whence Good Friday is always a holiday for Catholics and 
Protestants alike. But old Charlie Remo died the other day and, without 
diyone thinking abput Friday being the Church holiday it is, Friday 
wqs selected as the proper day on which he should be buried. Another 
custom obtaining in. these parts is that the grave should be dug only on 
day of the burial, and. right then and there, you can readily understand, 
a problem arose. Anywhere else, it would have been easy enough to 
change the date of burial from Friday to Ttiursday or Saturday, but not h 
But the negroes, being a resourceful people, got around the while busine 
easily enough by starting to dig the grave about half an hour before mid 
on Thursday night, and good.fortune favored the enterprise by a clear, m 
sky, ancLas the job was finished within an hour and a half or so, they f 
they had somehow sandwiched in the undertaking between days, and so 
St. Augustine's Churchyard on Little iV iver had a fine crowd this tfternoo 
they, say, and everyone was perfectly satisfied that no evil spirits 
had been offended. \ o :r *vj n ■ > 

AhcjV? o\\ •- aihao 6S> o'.* 1 -- id i i'-’Ca ir k oV " »bn ^ AJ 
I had er-pected Sister Frances Jerome this morning but she got so to 
up in religious services at St. Augustin's Catholic Church, she didn't m 
to Yupca until this afternoon. She read me several chapters, and frankl 
they bad a very familiar ring, si think she }s making a hopelessly b a d e 


had been offended, 
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which is being done to avoid making the mulatto population feel the 
freer. She is using some substitute n a me for Natchitoches, —l forget 
the word, ctfid Melrose t becomes "rivervil'le " and all the names of the riven 
being changed but the names of Marie Therese and her husband Thomas, are I 
retained. In the first place, no mulatto would ever read the book to 

* 

3tart with, and in the second place, nobody of a scientific turn of mind j 

would he likely to interst himself in a volume in which the identity 

of the region comes out clothed in substitute liases for places and people 
can't imagine any publisher I ever knew considering such a manuscript 
but that may be due solely to my own ignorance, — I hope. She returns 
tomorrow for further reading from the manuscript. The book or rather th$ 
manuscript is important because it contains a flock of particulars 
never appearing before and these em r§ce data that should be set forth in 
print. But I opinion is that this manuscript, wearing a vague and obwiod 

false beard as to the several identities, will h a ve most difficult sleddij 

r ' 990 0..'.,. bob4.3i.0-. \>,r J ; 99 :.OJLO '•$ ,S3"i/ :.39W79~ 90 

A note from Bob, enclosing the draft of the TV show, came in today\ 
post. I am putting some finishing touches on it, —all insignificant,- 
7 »d 3hall go over it with hi m next week end after we have taken the loca'A 
scenes which circumstances such as light, atmosphere, etc., may induce 
us to alter from our prepared lay-out. Bob and a camera man will 
fly up to■ Alexandria on Saturday morning a nd probably will remain 
through Suhday morning The script calls for something along this 
line: n scene along Cane Hiver, a Cane Biver road, a cabin, showing 
sign: Art Exhibit — 25 cents — Thank You". La Hunter will be 
"discoovered" painting on he t r gallery. There will be close ups of her 
hands as she paints H p,nd from there on will follow shots taken in New 
Orleans of various canvases appearing in the shoy). Mention will be made 
of her long residence on Melrose and her work for Miss Carnmie, with a 
picture of the big house coming into view, with shots of the library, 

.the "birth certificate" in the dining room floor and so on. A brief 
sketch of the big house, moving backwards tax from Louis Metoyer, Jr., 
the builder of Melrose to his grandma, Marie Tfterese, builder o 
the African House, -~with pictures of same a*id Clemence appearing in the 
shots, which will be followed by others of Yucca , j'ront and back, with 
Hunter canvases on the back gallery and Clemence opening the door to the 
Chapel and other shots inside, followed by a close up of one of her Chapd\ 
paintings, taking one back to her cabin at_work on her gallery, with the 
closing scene showing a sigh reading "Art Exhibit — 25 cents —Thank Yoii 
% e\i< 44 i< 9 9.43 art 3441 A too .a: a. . ni a o-'tybr. o t; :.Asr a. be/ - 49 At 

Jie picture automatically revoles about three great ladies, and whil. 
I Can t think what's funny n bout it, I cannot help giggling in my beard tq 


I consider that 
third. "No 


Lestan dug up one, buried the second a ndtrotted out the 
Art Exhibit — No 25 cents — No Thank You." 
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I saw Celeste after she returned from Church mid morning. Mhe 
said Pat is bringing his girl friend for dinner Sunday. Seh said her 
name is Juanita, ——that m kes a step-mother and prospective wife having 
the same name, but she didn't know her last name, —Celeste not the' girl 
I m glad my telephone got fixed even though there be no calls....... 
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Easter Night, April 10th, 19 5 
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, It seems so long since last we chatted on Friday nigfrt. 

19/ 09E OS >4Jr Ai J ’ ;$ob L ^ i A'. .1 . 

About 9: 30, I splashed through a bath and seated myself 
. * - t in my arm chair, intending to finish little Marcel's opus when th 

telephone rang. t It was Carolyn calling from town. She arrived h 
half an hour or so later, an enormous trailer, covered by a leaky 
canvas, explaining she was taking a lot of duffle to New Orleans 
with hert at break of day on Saturday morning. In a few minutes 
it started pouring down rain. She put the trailer from the 
parking place by the store Over, to the gin under a projecting 
roof. She departed at dawn on Saturday, the clouds still letting 
down copious dew. Ip continued drizzling all day Saturday and un 
noon today although only about or rather precisely three inches 
t were registered by my rain gage. < I felt sorry for those who had 
planned preening their fine feathers 0 n Easter Sunday but the goo 
needed the moisture and it discouraged pilgrims and so I liked it 
.. 

On Saturday afternoon the Marshall Hicks of New Orleans came 
see me, bringing Joel Lawrence with them. Joel is an old friend o. 
Lyle ' s^zis about< the size and age of little Miss Al'erta and is 
just as silly as Eddy Dryer or Bootsie Cay. There is a New Orleal 
bracket of Bohemians which she somehow typifies, more charming a»« 
more kindly, I think, than, say, Greenwich Village Bohemians but 
as light in the head as the-latter *i< Somehow they remind me, the . 
Orleans ones, of a slightly wind-tossed parrot, its feathers 
never in very good order, glibely repeating amusing phrases picket 
up from others and sometimes not knowing, perhaps the mean of the 
words they toss out.zzLike the parrot, they seem perfectly conten 
to sit in the sun allvday and under the mazda all night, pecking 
at any old sunflower seed anyone might offer them, drinking what \ 
is pushed in their direction and smoking what cigarettes may come 
their reach. I:never saw a parrot smoke a cigarette, but that 
is merely a detail . i -v o b. oi oJ •> A j ov 

9 A a . 3 41 0 4 1 ! 4 Q 0 9 A 3 b9199S ItoiOU 9A2. • 4110X4 

It was Joel Lawrence who backed up her face, put on mournin ’» 
weeds and carried- a huge■funeral wreath to present to Lyle when h, 
wqs making his final stay at the hospital. This is typical of thi 
segment of New Orleans Bohein^ans t They thought that was terribly 
funny, even though Lyle wasn t going to get out of his bed again, 
n nd prob a bly Lyle liked it, too, but to me such Mardi Gras perfon 
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3taged for a man on his death bed seem wonderfully out of line at 
a time when everyone must be frightfully concerned a bout the patie 
a nd when most patients I have known would prefera smile and a hand 
more than a Mardi Gras freak bearing a funeral wreath. But, then, 
I suppose, there s no accounting for taste. But that is Joel L a wr 
Frankly, I don't have to see her again. 

"v. • '.j*,. iq?, 1 *0&:G 4u.b ‘ 

'He were six at dinner today across the fence, - J.H., 

. Madam R e gard, Lestan, Celeste, Juanita (Pat's girl) and Pat. Juan 
seemed nice but my initial impression was that she was much like 
Madam General which would certainly be most depressing if courting 
should metamorphose into matrimony but perhaps my impression was i 
correct and perhaps this isn t anything serious in the courting 
sedtion anyway, J hopes' 

a . oio ■< «o iiucb i:. otiiqsi 3* v ,\ooi 

Shortly after dinner , Celeste took off with Madam Regard for 
Mansura where the latter will remain for several days. Celeste re 
here tomorrow and departs on Tuesda, I believe, with one or more 
her girl friends for several days in Mew Orleans to attend the 
Spring Fiesta. I suppose she will remain as house guest with the 
Mazurettes. She said she thought she would call on Carolyn, too. 
As I understand it there will be dancing in the streets, —that's 
item,, and many parades and so on. What*, poverKty does obtain somet 
in the persons of the rich r , poor things. 

EiJ ins**; «\, 94STOO •. \... *vi- bbx S' 'sitifc a. 

t On my return to Yucca this jfternoon, 1 found Sister Frances 

.. Iti '• AaiuiissT. . a t $; t iUti:\i - t v. '•’• ; >i'A *v> 

Fortunately we were intrrupted during the balance of the manu 
t 8he had with her. I hope I am wrong but it impresses me as a sple 
e3say and therefore somewhat general although there are many Ulus 
of points, culled from "local authorities". She was naturally pai 
to learn that she had missed Carolyn b t realized that arriving so 
n^nd departing so early not to mention the stormy weather, and 
, so understood of. coursi. i 

■ i o niuAona bn*. Hoisosi i 4 ® Ai hi . jA. uc si 

_ 

5 1 wanted her to know about the impending publicity for Clemen 

got her to read over some stuff I had knocked out last night and t 
morning. She volonteered the opinion that she felt instinctively 
t "the Delgado Show and all the attendant publicity was such a good s 
the right direction in matters relating to improving racial relati 
i i. She gaid she supposed 1 knew that there are yulattoes in this regi 
whisper "Communist" at the mention of Lestan s name, feeling as th 
do that while’ ittis perfectly alright for the mulatto to improve h 
standing, it outrageous that anyone 3hould devote time and ener 
to bothering with the negro. I shall never cease being amazed tha 
in one bracket of second class citizen can be so heedless, so disd 
disagreeable to others in the same category but on a lower level t 
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Monday, April 11th, 19 55. 
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How nice to find your letter with the Hunter particulars in 
today’s post. And how noble of you to have gone to so much trouble 
to extract these pages in my beh a lf. Frankly, L am 
delighted to have them, for I h a ve been casting about in my 
mind for the phrase Clemence was always using, with a view to 
employing it in some of the s uff I am currently doing, but 
it eluded me utterly. And that, I suppose, was in part due 
to the fact that the statement was so simple : 

,v b 9 r 99 e AqiAt! \$inq iiab o qeiad eb-t..o'} ant \o a« -tooq 
,"I paints by heart." 

.*$ hoi j. ’’ts ir," 91150, 1914*^1 10 \ji91 0 O A OH 6 

And how noble are pictures painted by heart, as witness van Gogh. 

And now that you have been so generous in providing me with 
the particulars concerning early data on the Hunter career, I 
shall be so glad to make use of it, blessing yo& the while 
in the doing. 

. • b«o bo .. moi\ bi<.94\ t ,nb»i\ oiV:. 

I can well envision the hurly-burly you have recently be 
experiencing and again I pray you not tq 'attempt writing when 
things are sc by^ sixes and sevens. You know so well how perfectly 
I understand and how delighted I am to know that yoli are taking 
time out to catch your breath whenever opportunity affords, 
although there be but scant opportunity for doing just that these 
days. • i I '0 •, v - .- o \\r. 

. ii&to a 9 U;-A wo\j 3Si::o9 V> f9-' ot Ao.tJ to t louo 1 

I suppose Celeste returned from Mansura this afternoon, pre 
paratory to taking off for the Crescent City on the morrow. Perhaps 
I shallsee f^er at the coffee hour tomvvrow, perh a ps not. It 
really doesn t matter. < iofc 1 -" 

•• 10 V 3 : 91 - * lr'-i;.. Z. i\ . r^l'-. ''bO'i . ' .11 80'.. 3A 

The clerk told me that v. d, g a mbled until 5 o 'clock this morning 
which must have made him exceedingly tired but he gave no evidence of 
it at supper, and even before breakfast this morning, he had sent me 
a couple of men to carry out some more cementing against crumbling 
bricks, etc K ., a nd I was astonished he had remembered my request for sai 
a few days back, as against the first rain, v • '<■* 

. v to -.\ 9i>y qjtibi’lcj.'i t 13.' fltOl\ e- 3H Hi 4 6 HI . 91 of 

Little Miss Hunter appeared ou my doorstep in mid morning bringing 
me a present., although I should have put quotes around the word. 

It was a gaV funergl, showing Church int the background and the 
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people moseying in the general direction of the graveyard 
wherein might be seen two figures in black kneeling in prayer 
on the newly turnd earth, along side the yawning grave # The 
coffin was resting along side and Clemence directed my attention to 
the face of the corpse staring at you from the coffin, for, as she 
explained it, "they got the door open on the coffin so youcn.n see 
the man good before they deposit the body", 

~v.uYl 9 »\S i\3 \u osSSsi b«i v ofr woV. 

I had a couple of boards on which she had painted some other 
scenes, one a baptisin', mostly in blue and white, and I had one 
of the cement men who is a carpenter of sorts, make me a couple 
of frames out of 3 ome. pieces olf si.iding , from<in old house taken 
down last week. Once the house from which these pieces, clapboards, c 
had been, painted white (b t 50 or 7.7 5 years of wind, sun and rain had 
removed all but a few little flakes of oyster gray specks, the major 
portions of the boards being a dull gray which seemed to go so 
nicely with the blue and white '. of the composition, And the frame is 
such a purely or rather pure "nigger" contraption that it it harmonise 
wonderjully w ith the frame and the frame with the picture. 

While I was racing against time in the midst of a tremendously bi 
morning, I was called to the telephone. It was Norma Campbell, 
telephoning from fort Worth where she is uisiting momentarily, 

She said she hadn t heard from me in ages and wanted me to come to 
spend the summer as-her guest in her lovely old 3 dobe house in Santa i 
Imagine, Well, we talked and we talked and we talked, and all the 
time I wanted to get .on with my labors, for I had cut out several 
pieces of piea I wanted to round up before noon. Apparently the 
widwo Campbell didn t mind long distance charges and when she got to 
talking about how fond Bob was of me, Campbell, I felt sure 

my gentlemen of color who were assisting me would h r ve got lost before 
I ever got back to them Of course you have a clear mental 
picture of me spending Ihe ensuing summer in New Mexico 

, 

I had fioped to get to: hear Ed. Murrow. at 6:45 but just as I was 
"all sot" to do just that, some gentleman tapped at my door. He said 
he was somebody from Dallas and didn t I remember him from three years 
b a c'k ,and might he bring h.is wife and n friend from Austin, Texas. I 
wasn t too entranced,, but I said alright and I was glad I did for I'm 
^ paffs glad to get indirect news from people like F a nny Ratchford, bet 
Smedly, the Marion G a y8 and so o n . The l a dy from *ustin w a s stunningl 
dressed, r.nd in spite of that a nd*her charm*, 1 thought she was going 
to h a ve brains bwt.it turned out I was mistaken. Still, I was interes 
to learn Austin news from her, including the fact that Betty's husband 
Judge Bmedley, had died a couple of months b a ck. It seems so odd 
that people who will bother to send elegant^ Christmas gifts year after 
will never bother to drop you a card, not even when their husbands die 

So much for this sitting, and as the Texas delegation lingered un 
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Memorandum : 

Hi\. o.'.S \o viiusoqeib s-.oh-. Sou t 1 

And so the. postman brought me a couple of air mail letters from 
Dora b t they remain unopened since all the secretaries apparently 
got drowned out z nd never did come up for air, what with another day 
rain which probably totaled about 3 inches again, I am so glad 
we are having all these showers, helping to bring up the rainfall 
to its normal level, An& I'm glad, too, that wei'have been getting 
them dumped on to us since last Friday night, for one might suppose 
that five or six days of dampness over this past week end might 
pre-suppo se clear skie3 along about this week end when the cameras 
a re scheduled to put in an appearance, 
ft ,&90..;S ... 900 lc.9 ' i ..3ft ) t \0 9 01U. 1;. <S 9 'v\09G, 9»'S \,0 

I made the most of this afternoon's downpour by devoting myself 
without interruption to writing an article, temporarily styled Mira 
at Melrose"• It revolves about little Mias Hunter, of course, and 
after a bit of editing, can probably be attached to local pictures 
and sent along os on atricle, should Ford Tines, Saturday Evening Po 
such manifest interest in the general subject matter . I 
die ated c letter of inquiry on this point to Carolyn last week just 
before she left for Marshall and she got several in the mail on Sund 
o n week ago. She forgot to leave instructions in Marshall to f orward 
all responses to this address so I suppose we shall not know anythin 
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before she left for Marshall and 
o n week ago. She forgot to leave 
all responses to this address so 
concerning their responses witil 
Alley sojourn early next week. 


she returns from her Pirates 
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here is a new wrinkle on the surface of Cane River, caused by 
an unexpected move by the Department of Conservation, —a segement 
of the Government (State) under which the waters of Cane ^iuer come 
for supervision . . u r r- 

-• o 'oS' --At b«98 oS «U6 OS..SS98 9»'S ..0 8Vi.9 oft 


The Department claims that the myriad manifestations of fish 2i, 
in the lake are out of balance, too many predatory fish and turtles, 
preying % too- heavily on the game fish • And so, in a manner somewhat 
suggestive of.using Dr, Guillotine's instrument instead of an asperi 
cure a headache effectively, the Department is killing all the 
fish in the river, and when that has been accomplished, the waters 
will be restocked with untold millions of desire^ble game fish and ti 
the Department, everything will be just dandy. It all sounds like a 
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Wednesday, April 13th, 1955 


,53 ii .Ai -it Ii"5 * .ob • , 

of political tomfoolery to me since the agency being used to kill al 
the fish seems to have no effect whatsoever on turtles or the larger 
gars, the chief offenders • 

• 

At the spillway, tons of be a utiful big fish a re thrashing aroun 
on the surface of the water and big nets are scooping them up and 
they are hustled away to be disposed of :by gift or by sale to all co 
I know not what the agency for disposing of the fish is called but d 
it is,styled a poison, it actually is quite harmless to everything t 
doesn t use gills for breathing. Whatever the chemical is, it makes 
, u operation of the gills impossible so that the fish, un a ble to get ox 
through that medium, truggle to the sufrace of the water in a vain 
effort to catch their breath, and then fall back a,nd are scooped up, 
or, if: not paughf in a 'net, eventually sink from drowning, —and dro 
a fish, certainly sounds quaint enough v> bscr..:- 
aiAS touc ssstsc.T, b \o ev, b xie to suit', 

•.j. ,,. 3 Of course the fact that neither the turtlee and big gars, —som 

the latter attaining a length of 6 or 7 feet, who constitute the up - 
of the proper balance of piscatorial creatures, is merely a detail• 
The operations invov'led in "poisoning n the fish entails a lot of 
; excitement and undoubtedly i ffords lots of- jobs to be handed out 
by the State politicians and the fish ha'tcheries throughout the Stat 
can work over time to stirr yp billions of new fish to replace the o 
thaf .are currently being hauled out. Jlone of this seems to make any 
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And now I know just how God felt when He gave Eden to Adam and Ev 
they they had to fiddle it away, determined to sell apples in Hew Orlea 
Pensacola • i >.o . ■ ■ 

^ etoA 

I am re f erring ,?.of course 
you will enjoy reading . 

Last night along about 8 :30 my telephone rang • It was Caroly, cal 
from Alexandria, She pulled in * together.with trailer, about an hour 
later and took off a gain thi^ ,morning for Marshall » 

.‘v.~ an a.'.c tsar\ - • 

I was glad to have news from both the Segleaus ,and the Court Yard 
Candle • Bob is looktyg forward to Saturday and I am hoping the weather 
be favorable, It would seem he has cut out more movies to be taken tha 
can possibly be accomplished so perhaps, should the weather be uncooper, 
tive, he will get nothing at all, 

Carolyn got^ mighty disagreeable reception from Bootsie who said . 
resented me sending around an agent, to check up on her. Imagine, 

She appears to have forgotten that I demurred havings cnjf traffic 
with her to begin with and -that had it not been for Carolyn, she never u 
h a ve received the pictures which Madam Millspaugh asked me as a favor ti 
get to her. And she apparently has forgotten the purpose of her show i\ 
the first place, which was to attract prospective customers of 
candles to her shop,[_and is, complaining tt\at she did all this business j 
the sake of sweet charity and now she isn t being appreciated. 

Is 03- v«i 7 n* Vo *a***vo«i bis* \ 


to the enclosures from-Dora which I thi 

ad Jcsi ill tv- stn r dr.i Ad 
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.1 sent her a letter this morning, recalling her memory to t he notai 
that tb? unsold pictures of her show would be returned to me, postpaid t 
15th' bii$ I went,on to . explain^,that -since by friend, Bob Segleau, was cot, 
this -i ayy shortly, x should be glad if she would let him have them to br\ 
to me when he stopped by her place within he next day or so. L sent a < 
of the letter to Bob, along with the duplicate invoi e, as he had told C 
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did now is somehow complaining that I ”done done her wrong”. 

As soon.as the movies are finished this week end, I shall acquaint Madam 
Millspaugh with my distress over her friend's behavior. 

. . r o » 1 

I was delighted to find sunshine t all over the place today, - 
such a pleasant contrast to yesterday's 2 inches of rain, although I 
liked the latter pretty well, too, but in a different sort of way. 

■;i V ■ i - 1 

Dr. Rand came this afternoon to see if the Junior League ladies 
could get from the Rand camp over here tomorrow, after they dine at the 
camp. •(, Untold him he would send wreckers if any of them got stuck. I 
think there will not be a large number, --I'm hoping not more than, say, 
or so. 

a - ti .'(.tun -..«oAc t oLii OC:B Stioao fctfoio S&’iui tz.A , 

I had Denver, Minneapolis and Mew Orleans pilgrims today but none o/ 
were particularly interesting.. The Conservation Department showed moviei 
the Pcean House just after dinner, the representativ s breaking bread with 
at noon, along with electrical folks from R. E. A. who are re-wiring a. 
poles serving the entire Melrose houses within the c affine s of the garden jj 
Although there were few guests last week, the bill ran over one hundred ft 
dollars cmd J. H. cojicluded the worn out wires mu3t be leaking some place 
or other and so an entire new wriing was installed. * 

Clemence came to see me this afternoon. She said she is giving Blytl 
hand ,at cooking and washing dishes tomorrow during the Junior League lunch 
It seems Blythe is bringing a couple of servants up from Alexandria and 
Clemence a lid another local citizen will round out the service. From the i 
i learn that Clemence 's new husband has not be employed on the plantation 
several months, --not since cotton picking along Hh September or October, 
and I suppose she finds herself a bit pinched to maintain her household a) 
her husband all at the same time. All local "widow ladies” drawing Welfai 
Old Age pension checks are playing a perpetual game of hide and seek with 
field workser of the Welfare Department, trying to conceal the fact that ■ 
h a ve husbands or helpers or whatever*' these gentlemen are styled. Life is 
apparantly % shade less rugged these ddys than formerly, say from 18 65 
to 19S3, put nevertheless therei'is a definite tendency on the part of Fatt 
to make the life of the under-privileged "widow ladies" something of a hur 
burly. so t 

* * j *\Si&5 \>r.oU *4 cj. ^ ~ 

blemence tried to get me to come to see her new painting, —a revival 
scene, which I am dying to h a ve a look at, but I had appo ntments and the 
picture was too wet’for^her to drag through the bamboo. 

So things turn at this bend of the river and now I must get at the mai 
and then try to ead a page or two before calling it a day • 
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Memorandum: 


I had four gardeners on my lap at sun up and my entire morning 
was be-fuddled by tnt ^ion-gardeners . Mrs. Gordon Randolph came 
over before 9, bringing me a couple of Mexican pottery statues, 
about the size, as to shape and height, of dn elongated wine bottle. 
These were sent by Blythe for the Chapel, treasures she had brought back 
from one of hen jaunts bellow the Rio Grande. Somehow this gift seems 
far cry from the days when she madesuch 3trange noises because I 
had .contrived a Chapel to the Blessed Martin. 

Bee Randolph also brought an invitation for me to dine with 
the Jhreveport Junior League who were being dined■ at the Rand Camp. It 
isn t 30 difficult for you to imagine in which direction my thoughts 
were flying as I sat beneath the cedar in precisely the same spot a s 
on another occasion , • For me, it was all so pleasant and other 
people seemed to be enjoying themselves but nobody could imagine 
my inner delight, the setting was so identical, including the weather. 

the re were but 12 or 15 people present and C. Hunter, artist 
and scullion, was busy in the culinary department. 

-•v-v. vjfr Bnrftiei’s.s u* 'D ^.nolo 

After dinner, all except Blythe came over here and as everyone 
present was civilized, it all., went along very pleasantly. 
a-Ji’Si \ Kiulsooi 6i> **• *-*‘* u> '' !U ' - 

But it was 4:30 before the guests had departed, giving me a few mom 
to see how the gardening was not progressing without the inspiration of 
my presence and thence to 5 o'clock suppefr, with only Eugene, 

Frances Henry and £ gracing the board • * radices wanted to talk with Trie 

bout getting a teaching job in some foreign clime. She seems to 
fnVor South America or Egypt, but why the latter, ^ cannot imagine, 
although she wouldn't mind the Phillipines, just so long as she can 
get for foreign parts. She explained that she is 42 and that if she 
doe8ii t get a taste of life within the next five years, it will be too 1< 
As Paynie's widow and possessed therefore of over a quarter of a million 
A; n .To. 9 ox a t xoiBn tvA ». ob btai ano i 
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aside from drawing on Melrose annual earnings, i is obvious 
that if,she can t get a "tast of life " with such financial backing, 
she isn t likely to get anything very tastey in any direction in - 

which she may strike out. How many people we seem to know who have evem 
but nothing, * 

I suppose Carolyn will be passing this way on the morrow. I must 
save a letter from Bootsie Cay about her in this morning's post in 
which Bootsie sets her out in fine style, I have ,always felt that it 
is best to give well balanced peo-ple, --at least well balanced people ir 
the social section, - any letters denouncing fhem so they may read them 
for themselves, This provides them with adequate munition whenever 
the barrage may mojve from behind their backs to the immediate fronatal 
tssault. We hap known all along, of course, that rootsie is o viously 
a bag and she has very neatly confirmed the point in her 
letter which 1, shall send along i n a subsequent letter. 


a' 
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I saw Zelma for a few minutes tonight just after supper. 

She said,3he had been to the lady doctor this afternoon because 
she wasn t feeling too well but that the lady doctor wouldn t give 
her a ny medecine because she said the only thing that ailed her 
was the same thing ailing hpr last year t when Zelma consulted her, — 
tumor, and that she ought to have it removed forthwith, Zelma said 
that 3he tho.ught she might go to the hospi.tal within another couple of 
weeks. 

The pest thing coming in today's post was the post card from Miss 
How wonderful she is to have fought b ? ck to correspondence which is 
obviously one of her pleasures in an existence not too over-flowing 
with other elements of happiness, I am s.o delighted that she has been 
n bje to take up her pen again, in spife of all, for the pleasure of do ii 
her own writing will give her as much joy as receiving letters from 
her friends, n . t 

i.j ‘i-Av fraotU.a: jo« aAff tf.tsA *»oe os 

For the pasf few nights, I h a ve been sleeping through the 
Battle of the V\ldernpss of 1864, in a manner of speaking, 1 he book 
is Bruce. Catton s "Silcence at at Appomatax" or some such and every tim< 
try reading a page, I make a cpuple of sentecnes and hear nothing more 
the record is completed and the voice of the reader cease3, 

is I ;■ * & • 1 r .. w . . !m » C* • v.. * .• ^ v ( o 

And so my master weeks moseies along and tonight I am going 
to foresake the livil War and return to Dr. Schweitzer and Bach 
and Lord Chesterfield and do nothing but relax, except in the telepathy 
section . 
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Memorandum: 

art Liity, t oo f.'ooe ■.> i«ot: Si i 9ioi>’V*J. -au M on bit,- 

How different from last Friday night is the appearance of 
the weather, for unlike the endless downpour of Easter week end, 
tonight the sky is cloudless and the promise for Saturday is 
all clear and warm. This, of course, fits in neatly with the 
plans for tomorrow's movie program q.nd I am grateful to God that 
■ -phe weather element is obviously so perfect, 

.ru\ . t : oi. 

Carolyn arrived last night, telephoning from town after 1 had 
folded up my beard. She had stopped in Shreveport for a brief con¬ 
ference w th some TV people concerning some State-wide film 
they are planning and while the meeting was going on Dr. Grant 
appeared from Baton Rouge • ^ 

Carolyn had written him to decline his proffered job with 
the State, Dr. Grant turned out to be a difficult customer, for 
while Carolyn had consulted him a week or so bnck in Baton Rouge with 
view of landing the jop, she realized after the first five minutes 
contact with him that it simply would be no go. But Dr. Grant 
had other notions and in yesterday's meeting simply insisted that 
he had to have^her, asking her to name her conditions, etc., etc., 
but as she realized his personality was such that it would flatten 
her out within the first week, she kept right on demurring and he 
kept right on insisting . Finally somebody through in a suggestion 
that both parties consider the matter fQr another 84 hours and 
thus Dr. Grant was put off and the meeting regarding the initial 
t matter to r _hand got under way again, r.o it 

x off ' F y&tf'OOs. LIl Zi t.oAa 9A* \o U-M 

Carolyn thinks she will take this netu job which willl 
require... .telephone interruption ,t <££«:. ' oo. 


The 
but that 


new job 
will be 


\, x&Sfc. "feisbit • 


really 

made 

hotel 


iio 

is something which I doubt if anybody could 
fore Carolyn to discover, ifooiee are to be 
of various aspects o/.t/ie State and a shot of some prominent 
is to be sandwiched in in at proper spacesiwith a view of drumming 
trade for that section of human ehdeavor^along the way. Tt^ere are 
to be 81 of these films and Carolyn's job is to write 81 scripts 
for same, the whole to be completed within a six month period. 
Breaking the schedule down, one comes to the conclusion that 
since there are about 86 weeks in a six month period, ;jbout 
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one script a week will be required and each will cover subject matter 
about which she t will have to scratch to know anything about before 
writing. I can t see how this can possibly be achieved, but 
perhaps some miracle ioil happen to effect a scae ssful conclusion, 

7 nd nothing sort of a miracle, it would seem to me, will be 
required. 

■■ v ■■ xi: ,T SAi r V- 

I devoted a goodly part of today to working out a schedule 
for tomorrow's filming program. It is imperative, of course, to 
get first things first, so far as lights and shadows are concerned, 
since the whole job is to be accomplished in a single day, —a 
tremendous job for making an entire film. 

13 'jb iiuc'J fK 0 l\ jii«oAca rii kz. 1 .• i.-.x n 

And so I have listed the seen s which can be caught only 
before neon with a view to having the cameras start turning in their 
direction as soon as Bob arrives, and from the initial shot on 
through the program will proceed. 

I have not responded to Bootsie 1 s letter, as mentioned in 
yesterday's memo. I shall waint until Bob Las made his report 
as to how he came out of his struggle with her. I suppose he 
waited until last minute to do sq, and that would be notnight when 
the invoice.covering the pictures lapsed. This, of course, would 
put the encounter just at the time when ootsie was holding her 
. cock-pail party, and if the drinks were good, that ought to 
stack up well for quite a flurry, I should imagine. 
iii »»’) it n sqa* SiVe , tost. • v. j 

I sent Carolyn over to Clemence s this morning to take 
„ couple of stills, and later Clemence came over here for 
a little round and casually we spoke of Ur. Bob coming to help 
Carolyn oh the morrow with his big camera. Thus, it s eems, 
that the star of the show is all accustomed to the idea that 
she is going to be photographed on the morrow and the film will 
accordingly be a chieved, .1 hope, without her ever, realizi ng that 
she indeed has figued in a movie at all. 


\o juo 'on, «i °3i. enc ijowfrie aesAi tti \»i«o frotf 

ii' t.'jT a to anairuo (U fettUOTG OEiiOrt 
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Saturday, being a busy day in the big road, with cars flying 
up and down from morning until night, it is imperative that the 
pictures 3hot iiv^the neighborhood of her cabin, so close to 
the.dusty highway, be taken just as early as possible before 
Bob discovers he is faced with filming a dust bowl in action. 

AOnotr -is . Or**9 . r scS oir sievu •> i 

And thus we head into a weqk end. May there be as good 
a prospect for a summery day in the Lyme area and endless grots of peace , 


v * i USV Week end bUt one that seemed wonderfully favored 

by the Gods, so far as- weather, peace and performance may be con- 
t s ideped • J 

•; . f j j|j 5V.; ' i. TO :t»0 S.'O I* : O-'B ’’>90 ' ST ’ M'. *T. 6 

Saturday 1 sprediction*by the Weather Bureau held good. —all 
t 3 -’ b i U f. a,,d and the promises and threats of various members 

of the frnily to honor us with visits failed to materialise, leaving 
t*!: 6 field free for whatever operations one envisioned, without the 
chance of getting encumbered by nOtSey Wenks and the like. 

.Bob and his associate, Joe Budde'who is said to be an excellent 
l3 camera man, arrived precisely at 10 a .m. and they departed to catch 

their plane back to Afew Orleans at 7 o'clock, and the film had been 
accompsli3hed. • 

.. . 9itt l rather so perfect, things were eased along and the fact 

4 V had ™ de ° ut a time schedule, helped, too, for there was no 

^ a \ txn 9 on account of advantageous sun slants, since 
1 tfiat bad been accomplished in-advance and the progression seemed 
to move along smoothly enough. 

' . do* hr. kpAz. fits .«as ow ; o j 

Bob seemed delighted to be back at Uelros'e again and 

iH h i °Ji 9h i * u>a3 his job to do the directing, he seemed quite 

his tCu7t T,° + lU ^ S ° S the \ ca * era man P may be due in part to 

his trust of the latter s accomplishments and partly to the fact that 

the time schedule had been so completely workpd out. But whatever the r 
no attention was paid<.to the filming process. 

si'i s; i o*ts»\u tb sir.' es \o cn -bo' 5 i. * ” ay... jLaoos 1 

And ,this led to one or twoelements in the final film itself, I thin 

^!h l + h nV 11 9tV i tUe * hin 9 a slightly odd twist, for Joe Audde had 
what clemence described as a-runhin* me out of ever hole and 
corner on the place and " folks sure'll think I knows the place good". 

nti in h nd en h ui l i0 J led Clemence-as appearing primarily at her own c a bin 
and m and about Yucca and the *arican House * but the film shows her 

tiiftftb oft a-■ • A oo a*it ■ste'ir cou 1 ,liVOc. ?• 




out* \j is o i 3 OB ,or : 

,a ay. A oo ail it ■sA^sr 
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not only in these situations but also flying in and out of the big 
house and frolicking around in the gardens at a great rate, all of 
which will produce, possibly a pleasing effect, but may also 
be-get some confusion as to where Clemence dwells, more on the 
Melrose big house side than her cabin, But this is a detail 
idi ich proper cutting and re-assembling can no doubt correct. 

Her work was that of an experienced actress and she stuck 
with the job from beginning, to end, ut, of gourse, the wonderful 
thing about all the day's work was the fact that she, herself, the 
8tar, never realised she was the central figure in a movie. For 
the ground work done in advance, preparing her mind for the fact that 
isome gentlemen might come to lend a heand af ."striking" some pictures, 
led her to belief thgt ordinarly stills were being made of het as 
she walked nbdut from place to place, did some painting, worshipped 
in the Chapel and so on, And so everything a bout her actions were 
*totally unstudied and perfectly naturali and thus effects will be 
nChieved, I suppose, that otherwise might have required days to achiei 
had one been forced to struggle for an absence of self-consciousness, 
as probably must 'usually be done when laymen find themselves forced 
into the role of actors, . -.o 

The only other person appearing in the film was Lestan who 
appeared but momentarily, taking a book down from the shelf, 
sitting <down fin a chdtir, and after turning a few pages, glancing up 


,\ 

vF * * * 


ft v. r. 


- 
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• 1 > ■ -• 


turning.a Jew pages $> glanc ing up 

at ■Orondpere-s portrait. 

The camera man wanted this shot and although Bob didn t 
want ±x it, he voiced no other objection that the fact that 
the script for the film would have to be altered , since I do 
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the script for the film would have to be altered, since I do not 
appear in it, I know not, when they get to pasting, if the 
little segemen'b will be inserted or not, Since the thing seems to 
be 1 00 per cent Clemence ’s, I can think of no approrpriate reason for 
putting me in at any point, although, had I been directing the filming, 
I should have* had a close up of Miss Cammie somewhere along the 
line, when her name is mentioned in the script, and when 
shots of the garden were being taken, I should have had white people, 
perhaps a couple or three, strolling off into the uncertain 
distance, juat enough to indicate #1 life in such settings as 
around the sun-dial, the Gradener's Garter garden, just to the west 
of the big house, etc,, etc, -* 

* *.3 * * *■ - ^ ^ ^ ^ i\ ' r. 4 

Forgive tlte dull aspedt of this memo, so utterly evoted to 
Saturday’s doings. Still, I thought you might like to have some detaili 
covering the doings of our favorite C^ne diver artist ,,,,,,• 


. (( O v 

-vs 


Memorandumi 

How nice to find your elegant letter with listings in 
the same envelope, as of Wednesday, the 15th, all of which were 
here in today's post. You see your wish that they should not 
arrive until after $be hurly-burly of the week end had passed, was 
realised, «, 

So also was your hope that the time of the filming process 
should be fair, as, indeed, it was, and wonderfully so, 

GO \0 \$OLi > r - I .! 

I was impressed by the co-incidence of the Parlange letter coming 
to hand at the time you' be-took yourself to the printer on 
tye Yucca matter, Let U3'hope the firm will communicate with 
Madame Parlange shortly and will give her the infoTwation regarding 
the. advantage of placing her order for a greater number of sheets 
in the. initial go-round, I have not heard from her and assume 
she is perhaps awaiting a response to her inquiry from lfew York 
before writing me of her success in her hun&ertaking, I can t thin 
(think) that you may not have her address, but I mention it herewith 
in case you, yourself, should have occasion to write : 

Mrs, Walter Parlange, 

Parlange Plantation, 

New Roads, Louisiana, t 

■ ' • • • ? - . . _ 

Ai\d how sweet of you to have inquired wit such speed 

concerning the freeshias, Yes, Madam R e gard loves the blue ones and 
I think they ire lovely, too, although I incline more toward the white o 
a s they seev i a little more readily grasped through the haze in 
which 1 am want to view them, 

o 3 ■ ’ r. iu : i. . 

And may I call you blessed for having gone to such pains f over 
t e Library of Congress list, I am so indebted to you for having 
added the additional titlejs, all of which I find precisely to my 
choice, too. It is so kind of you to go to aL 1 this trouble on 
behalf of up who will welcome the opportunity of enjoying these 
items later. 

It goes without saying that I was delighted to learn that A, Mauroi 
A, Dumas appeared on the list, I should so much like to read this item 
And I’m wondering if the same Pearson author of the bio rephy of 
Mir Wal er Scott, is the same Pearson who did the biograph of 
G,B,S, I thought the Shaw biograp hy by a man of the same name was 
splendidly done. 
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Tuesday, April 19th, 2955. 


I feel surq you enjoyed the enclosure I put in Sunday's memo, 
a lthough I didn t refer to it in my letter. I thought Dora's 
n ccount of la Storm most excellent and somehow he seemed more in the 
swing of his old time self than in week s. The fact that he didn't 

touch on Pensacola or Hew Orleans made me hope that perhaps The Bluff 

situation is, --'and at how long last, —is beginning to perk. Brother, 
do I hope that thi3 is true, for poor Dora has>not the vaguest 
notion as to what business life would or would not be like in any urban 
center and it would seem that the place where he now finds himself, — 
blasted out wit so much effort which he apparently never much favored, 
eventually mean much to him by way of contentment a»d much by way of 
happiness to la Storm. 

’ 

Yesterday morning it was pleasant to hear the voice of GilesMtlls- 

paugh, saying he had need of some more Town of Natchitoches plates. 

As Carolyn was departing for Baton Rou e this morning, 1 asked her 
to run them in to town for me which she seemed glad to do and as there 
was need for some boards for Clemence to paint on, she took care of 
that at the same time and so all was accomplished in one fell swoop, 
Carolyn has an appointment in Baton Rou e with a view to signing 
the contract for the SI scripts for the television thing the Sfate is 
doing through commercial channels. I presume I shall not see 
her much between now and November, for 1 imagine 3he •will be busy as 
a bee with such an assignment which she porbably annot possibly 
fill, since each will require considerable research and 
there is probably a limit to what can be done in script writing re¬ 
gardless of the amount of energy one may possess, 

• ■ * - ■ 

I was shocked to learn of Dr. Einstein's death but so grateful 
that he has had as many years as he has in the comfort of Princeton. 

I always thought his greatness in scientific matters beyond my under¬ 
standing but I shall always honor him in my heart of his contract 
with the little school girl who used to visit him after school, 
getting him to do her arithmatic problems in exchange for jelly beans 
which she invariably presented. The Universe is beyond me but 
a man like Dr. Einstein can attain heroic measurements in my estimation 
a »d understanding by a handful of jelly beans. 

• * • 

I'm so glad you hear the E. R. Murrow report on the Polio 
serum. How fitting that this marvelous discovery was announced 
on F. D. R.'s birthday. Did I mention that the big old* grandiflora 
magnolia by the side gate came through with a blossom at the very top 
on the same 12th day of April. Somehow it seems so appropriate....., 


Memorandum : 

It's so pleasant and so peaceful, with n'er a sigh of a 
pilgrim a nd no appointmentq in the offing before Sunday, although 
I .regret to 3 ay that doesn t mean there will be no gavottes before 
that late date when I receive the New Comer's Club from the college, 
made up of new members of the faculty who didn t get a chance to make 
a round in November last past. 

The sky remained overcast by a flimsy d a b of gauze all 
day and what with the theremometer in the upper 80's and 
the earth fairly d-mp from last week's rain, the moment for planting 
cotton seems to be ideal. And so every mother's son is engaged 
in getting the seeds into the ground, —I supose two or three hundred 
acres h a ve been attended to within the past couple of days, and if 
. the warmth of the days continues proportionately at night, the 
rich brown fields will have thin, herring bone stripes of pale 
green running across them along about Saturday or Sunday. 

Two letters from the Bluff in today's post, the enclosure from D, 
and one not enclosed, hand scrawled by Kay, which, from Dora's letter 
was probably written just before she took off for California. I shal. 
have to read it later in the week when more experienced readers pass • 
— t way, capable of deciphering her hand. 

• - 

I am so glad that Dora is going to have this opportunity to 
be alone with la Storm . I have an idea they will hit it off 
pretty well together alone and, of course, Kay must be entranced 
to get away from The Bluff and know that la Storm isn't left alone the 

. ... j.- i 1 c , M it, '..7 tJU v ,'t : V. 

On the home front, one may report the phenomenon of the ladies 
being at home. I saw them at the coffee hour this morning. 

One of the reverend fathers came along just as I was leaving and 
as I had gardeners to lend me a hand at one thing or another, I 
. declined the invitation for another go-round of coffee. The priests 
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are in the h a bint of playing cards with the ladies on Tuesday nights 
a nd what with all the flying about of late, they must be far behind 
in their games. 

But mention of travel brings one around to the road situation 
and the Bermuda highway is all ploughed up in preparation for pouring 
the black top eventually. The highway is being widened several feet c 
each side and fences are being pushed around and re-3et and 
the du 3 t and excitement of the moment is impressive» 

Some time or other, perhaps it was Saturday, Celeste saw Madam 
Beaufort in town and the• latter inquired after my good health and aske 
Celeste to tell me she was pianning to come down for a long visit 
with me shortly. From that I assume she ha3 some axe to grind since 
she is long on visits if she wants someone to give her a hand at somei 
or other. . She has recently succeeded in making a bout everybody she kt i 
in town quite cross with her <ind possibly she wants to come down to 
blow off steam a bit concerning some of my friends at whom she has 
probably been throwing bric-bats. Or perhaps she has some new notiom 
regarding the scholastic endeavors of her son, poor thing. But, 
like Miss Briarwood, Beth is forever threatening to do this or that 
and never gets around to do it so I am no kicking out any red carpeti 
in advance. 

\ 

Jenny Deblieux Mays, widow of Dr. Mays of Jhreveport, has a camp 
on Cane River, somewhere in the Bermuda area. She had her daughter a: 
a girl companion of the latter down here a couple of weeks back, ~ 
Holy Saturday, T jguess it was, when T had other people, ~the 
Marshall Hickses and so on. I bounced Celeste into the Hicks camp 
while I gave Jenny and her companions a quick little go-round. A 
few days later she saw Celeste in town, iold her I had been so kind tc 
their party when here, that she was determined to do something real 
special for me by way of showing her appreciation, concluding her 
burst of enthusiasm by saying that she just thought she would 
come down here herself, whisk me off to her camp and take me fishing j 
as long as I wanted to remain on the lake. How strange are the cancel 
some people have of Paradise on earth. Celeste delivered the message 
me when severa people were at.her houe for coffee, and you can readi j 
imagine how everybody hooped and or whooped and hollered. 

The weatfier is so warm, I find myself sleepy and so I think T she 
h a ve a go at Dr. Schweit 2 er and prob a bly before finishing with his Bai 
I shall be nodding in the direction of sleep..... . 


Memorandum 


The warm, humid, cloudy weather continues and so does cotton 
planting and construction work on the road. 

Pil'grims are few, thank heavens, and will probably grow fewer 
because of the "restraint of trade" element in the highway, although 
particulars in the enclosure seem to suggest that the trickle 
will not peter out completely. ' 

I got vast satisfaction at 5 o'clock this morning but the 
mere undertaking which inspired me to be astir with the dawn, for 
in view of the week end of comings and goings and general turmoil, 
both Yucca and the African House really cried for a thorough going- 
over and it got it, I am unfailingly impressed by the amount of impedim 
that can accummulate, seemingly on its‘ own hook, and finding an 
op propriate storage place is forever a problem. 

I have long pondered on what advantage the old store could be used 
advantage, —a gallery, antique shop, etc., but not within my time will 
it ever be put to 3uch a purpose since nobody could ever find equal 
space to house aL 1 the stuff that is already cluttering it up to 
no point. Of course it could readily be converted into one of the most 
celebrated antigque shops in L uisiana ifone had the time and 
energy, aside from other things. I must say it has always 
impressed me when considering how talented ore the Henrys for successful 
enterprises and yet how blind they are to the possibilities of 
equally lucrative projects right within their grasp. 

'' *■ t 

Although the gallery of the old store projects into the 
right of way of the new highway surbey, I notice the grading 
machines are edgeing around it, influenced, no doubt, by recommendations 
on J. H.'s part. I am holding the thought that the old building 
may not be demolished for there is a heap of Mr. Belle's plunder in 
the building and I wouldn't know what to do witty it, should demolition 
sudden start. 

I think I didn't mention, speaking of the old store, that 
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today's post didn t contain much of interest, but 
I send along the Benholme letter regardless, along with the Harris one 

I had a telephone call tonight from Miss Simmons who has 
something to do about the blind. Her home base is in Monroe but 
she was calling from Hatchitoches. She wanted to come to s ee me 
the morrow. She is under the impression she can secure a tape 


on 


recording machine for me at 
to a tape recording machine 
blind people to the mention 
gets used to the latter, it 
any indifference about it. 


some advantageous price. My reaction 
is much like the initial resistence of mos • 
of a reading machine. But after one 
seems pu 22 ling that there ever could have 
I s ppose I might get used to operating 
a tape recording outfit, too, but the only ones I have ever seen have 
m a ny "wheels and reels" that go flying about in such unpredictable 
ways that off hand I should imagine I could never get the hang of its 
operation. I gathered from what she had to say a bout the things that 
there is some special discount allowed on these contraptions 
for the blind but however that may be, I'm not rushing into the matter 
at the present time, what with all the several stew pans I have on the 
the present moment. 


We had two cooks in the kitchen today, and while there were seven 
people for noon dinner, there were but three of us for supper, and 
two cooks for three people ought to and did succeed in stirring up 
quite pleasant-food.- 

Zelma is planning to fcve her tumor removed next week and so 
Do-wreath-a, —who is E 2 ra s wife and mother of one of the secretaries. 
is planning to take over the culinary department for a month during 
Zelma's absence Do-wreath-a is a sister of Maxine, Log's wife with 
whom you have exchanged Howdies, I believe. 

Another telephone call, as between this paragraph and the above, 
with someone inviting me to attend some kind of a reception at the 
college this week end. It seems to be something concerning R.CT.C., 
and much brass is to figure in the guest list. It will x 
probably not startle you to learn that I declined with flanks. 

I can imagine few things more dull than ah enormous reception with 
nothing more to do than sample punch and chit-chat with brass 

l 

But the evening jog3 along and it seems'to me I hear a hot 
shower calling and what is even sweeter music, the beckoning of 
a nice tall, frosty glass of Tender Leaf. Ho reading tonight, —just 


r 

91 } 

D. 

S'i; 




a toll glass of Tender Leaf, a d^b of radio and so to sleep , 


Thursday, April Slst, 1955. 


\ 


. '» 

Memorandum : — 

The hour was 9 a.m. and we were having coffee on the gallery 
across the fence when, out of a clear sky, Celeste said : 

You know, I have thought about it a great deal and I am convinces 
that littje Miss Lee, —I avoid direct quote of the name, —is 
the sweetest person I ever knew in my whole life. Frances Phelps 
was tilling some of .the ladies about her the other day in town and 
declared she wduld rather talk with her than any one else she had eve. 

, » 

And so there you are and you will agree, I think, that there is 
nothing more pleasant in starting off the day than hearing someone vo 
one's own sentiments. 

The day's post contained two or three letter of no particular 
interest but I shall enclose them regardless, —if I can tr r ck them dt 
and that is only a chance, I have had so many irons in the fire today 
my correspondence section is in a shambles at the moment but I shall 
probably get it straightened out more or less before folding up my bee 

Should I find Carolyn's letter, I shall enclose it although it 
contains little of especial interest. It does refer to an inactive 
Sunday, however, and I count that a greater triumph than the over- 
active Saturday, since Carolyn inclines to be flying from pillar to 
post most of the time and both for her own good but primarily for my i 
I i.nsisted on "staying put", during which time, I gave her a thumb¬ 
nail sketch of life at ^elrose as between 19 39 and 1948, a picture, I 
fear, which forced her to re-arrange some of her concepts oflife at tf 
bend of the river which she, like everyone else except you, has alwayi 
supposed to have been one unending highway of peacefulness and 
delight. Personally, I think it just as well that the people passing 
this way during those years retain that illusion but I have 
no objection to those who may doing something about Melrose later bail 
made aquainted with occasional glimpses of reality. For the average 
passer-bye sees or at least saw Melrose as an audience might 
see "Desire Under the Elms" if all the thought scripts were eliminatec 
for those intellectually capable of appreciating Eugene o'Heil's opus 
would be cheated if only the spoken lines "up front" were 
delivered and the "thought ljnes" suppressed. 

After tpying to be utterly dispassionate about the whole thing. 
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. it just about boils down to this : 

The Madam was an heroic figure but in view of all God granted her, 
she really should have achieved something bigger. 

Veil, so much for that digre ssixx. 

. 

I w a s but completely confused today when a couple of ladies 
appeared today, explaining that they were from Shreveport, were guests 
of John and Thelma Kyser at the College and had come down at the 
request of Mrs. Wenk, a friend of long standing, to paint a picture 
of the big house, hoping to start it today and perhaps finish it on 
the morrow. One lady's name was Mrs. Mo gan whose husband is a 
sculptor and runs an art school in Shreveport. Mow I like the Kysers, 
who are civilised people and I find it impossi ble to harmonise how la 
Morgan can be a friend both to them-and the Wenks. I accordingly 
g a ve them a quick go-round and then waved them to a likely spot under ttl 
oak where they might paint. Mrs. Morgan mentioned Hina Mclnnis as a fri j 
and, of course, I never could figure out how Mina could be a friend of 
Sister's and so I simply chucked the whole confusing mix-up as something 
beyond my comprehension. T^ere ts but one interesting side-light 
to add: I called Mrs. Morgan si ttention to a couple of Hunter canvasei 
and she passed them over with a glance as being not of any interest what 
soevedametime between pilgrims and gardeners, I knocked off the last ha j. 
of an article, Miracle at Melrose, which I sent along to Carolyn in cart, 
of General Delivery at Baton Rouge, wh ich seems a poor address for 
a manuscript of which I had not made a copy. 1 did it in such a way 
that it might be reduced in spots, should Ford Times express interest, j 
expanded a bit if Co.llieres or the Houston Chronicle g a ve the nod. 

So many people who read the Houston ■ hronicle, —Secretary Hobbe's 
Paper, journey from that section of Texas for the sole purpose of 
visiting Melrose, it would seem as though any story on that subject mig}> 
be ex ected to click with the reading public but Editors prob a bly 
know more n bout what they want to serve up than the readers and so one 
never knows how fast the rejection slips will start flying. 

The remarkably favorable weather continues, only a little more so. 
The nights hover around 70 and the days in the lower 90's, with 
a thin cloud coverage that prevents, scorching aivd a gentle breeze to 
even the humidity a bit. The hetains of a week ago last S turday 


Friday, April 22nd, 2955. 


still keep the sub-soil damp for easy germination of the cottoii s eeds a>| 
the general temperateness of the atmosphere gives the pecanes a golden 
opportunity to do their best just at the time the blossoms and tiny 
furit are at flood stage. Tonight's prediction is for cloudy 
a nd warm on the morrow. Pin points of star light prick through the gaui 
of thin clouds and heat lightening away to the Morth suggests a 3torm 
that will never materialize. But I must roll up my sleeves and 
do some mail and then, with pleasure, flatten out . 


fc .6 •: 


Memorandum : 

I invite your a ttention to the note from Mrs. Holloman. 

The gentleman she refers .to in her letter is the owner of 
the Alexandria Town Talk. I find her statement interesting 
in this age of sweetness and light. It so clearly demonstrates 
just the type of mind one encounters so frequently in people 
whose educational and financial standing is miles above that of 
the poor white trash although obviously their attitude in referenct 
to racial matters concerning the negro remains on a dead 
level with the dumbest of the residents of Tobacco Road. 

;m< j ^-4*.fy ,\ , 'Lfy'X ?:><vf*U ’ - y>, - o :. C ^ : • - 

. naturally, —and I hastened to tell her this on receipt of 
her letter, it doesn't make the slightest difference to- me if 
the Town Talk carries an announcement of the Hunter show at the 
Delgado • Actually, the only reason I wrote Mrs. Holloman, telling 
her of the impending exhibiton and TV programs had' nothing to do 
with Clemence or her paintings. The actual reason I wrote is 
because Mrs. Hollom a n did a series of three articles about 
State institutions in the Alexandria neighborhood a year or two ba< 
a nd these, I am told, were considered very good. When I heard 
that Carolyn might get the job of doing a flock of TV scripts, one 
or two of which will touch on State institutions, it occured to 
me that she might find it advantageous to meet Mrs. Holloman and 
examine her reports, —hence the letter, and re-est a blishing the 
contact with her has been accomplished for Carolyn's convenience, 
and whether the Alexandria Town Talk wants to print news or not 
is a matter of utter indifference to me. 

The remark a ble weather continues, the sunshine filtered'by 
gauze like clcLuds and the thermometer ranging from 90 
degrees until or down to about-a TO degree low» 

Mever was there a more f a borable season for cotton planting and 
more fortunate for pecane germination, and the weather man predicti 
five more days just like it. Last night, following the pro¬ 
longed heat lightening, Matchitoches got a little shower but 
it only came down as far as B a you Matchez and Bermuda and so a 
all hands were again planting cotton when the new day dawned. 

The oddest manifestation of the crazy weather manifestations of thi 
odd season is a row of narcissus, blooming merrily and Movember ant 
December is usually their appointed .time for blossoming. 


I 
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I was wondering only this morning what ever happened to 
little Hiss Daisey in the DellGarber. It seems like quite 
a time since last we heard from here. I dashed off a quick 
note to her, thinking she might be taking an early vacation this year c 
she has in the past and feeling she might be glad to know about 
the Delgado business, should she chance to be in the 
Crescent c ity in early May. 

* * 

It is pleasant to report that the big old grandiflora at 
the side gate which set forth its first blossom at the tip top of 
the tree on the l£th has begun unfolding additional flowers down 
to the lower branches. And, it goes without saying, that one result 
of this convenience is that Yucca, living room boudoir and Chapel 
are redolent with big bouquets and I find the perfume delicious. 

One nice thing about having several different types of grandi- 
flora magnolias is the fact that some, incline to come into flower 
earlier than others so that we shall be having plenty of 
blooms for decoration throughout several of the succeeding 
months. 

On the 21st of March, Jack Frost nipped a lot of the 
tender young buds on the various cape jessamine bushes but even 
so we shall have merely hundreds of blossoms this year instead 
of thousands. They will probably come into flower about the 
end of the first week in May and after that t magnolias will vie with 
cape jessamine for first place all over the place at Yucca. 

Mrs. Morgan, the Shreveport.painter and her painter companion, 
arrived at 9 this morning to continue their efforts on the big 
house. Mrs. Wood of Hatchitoches had telephoned me earlier to 
ask if she might consult with me on some problem regarding her 
sons, currently in college, and she arrived in time fo the 
coffeee hour. Mrs. Wood is the type who has a mind 
like a brook that constantlybubbles but never brings much by way 
of vqlume to bear on things . She cultivates me because she thinks 
I am important which just goes to prove how fickle she can really 
be. As she has tried to paint the big house, she was interested 
in the work of l a Morgan,and company. In the afternoon, Clemence 
came by, bringing a picture of a revival she had done for Bob at his 
request. Packing up anything for shipment is quite beyond 
Clemence and so I usually take care of that for her. I took her 
to see the ladips $t work under the big oak. But they had 
scant time for her pnd she was delighted when I invited her to return 
to Yucca with me. And so, what with a half do 2 en gardeners to contend 
with and various little odds and ends, this week end beings or the 
\oeek comes to a close. M a y there be u a st pools of peace over 
Lyje in the days immediately ahead . 
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Sunday, April 3,4th, 19 55. 


Damned if you do and damned if you don't, it would seem. 

The sign will remain down from now un until she asks me to put 
it b a ck. 

Blythe Rand and her sister from Dallas came Saturday 
morning. They were h a ving Miss Myra, Mary Lambdin, Joe Evans and so 
other for lunch. I had appo htments so I couldn t go over and 
their schedule ran so far behind, and as the Matches contingent had 
cP pointments i?i Mi ssi ssippi, they didn't get to drop by here. 

Blythe wanted to tell me Dr. Rand is entertaining their 
brand of Carden Club on May 18th. He will give a symposium on 
the various varieties of grandiflora magnolia. hey wanted me to 
come. I shall be interested to learn something a bout a subject 
bout which I know nothing but should like to learn something. 

She asked if they might get specimens of the various varieties from 
Melrose for the lecture. They might. I shall have another 
Alexandria Carden Club on the 4th but shall like the one 
on the 18th better. 


Mate hi toe ties doesn't know it but I am about to cause an 
earthquake in that sedate community. I have decided that 




. 
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Memorandum : 

The wonderful weather continues and cotton, like banana 
aid other plants, is just a-jujjpin'. 

«-v 

So was Celeste at dinner, but that could s carcely be styled 
a seasonal phenomenon. 


She had been complaining last week that people sometimes 
stopped at her daor, worrying her about asking if they might visit 
Melrose. I told J. H. I had a Mo Admittance sign I would tack 
on the cattle gap on Sunday morning and take down Sunday evening so 
that the lady would be freed from making ax y cotributions to 
society during the Sabbath. He- t ought the idea might please her 
but he wasn t sure. I taked it up this morning. At noon she 
was in a tissy. "Something simply has to be done, —it's so 
outrageous that people owning private property hr.ve to have a sign 
on their gate." 


. 
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the elegant gallery in the splendid Fine *rts building at the 
College should h a ve a one man exhibition of Hunter canvases. 

Yoy. may r ecall how the whole town rocked when it was learned that 
q Shakespearen company was to present a play there 2 or 3 years back 
when it was discovered in advance that two members of the company, 
cast in the role of Mooors, were of Ethopian extraction, and how 
the Bard of Avon was ruled out and Shakespeare was denied presenta¬ 
tion, * ~ 4 


Monday, April 25th, 19 55. 


I 

Memorandum : 

• w 

Celeste gave me the attached clippings, each from 
a Sunday, April 24th, 19 55 date line, the smaller one coming 
from the ^imes Picayune,, the longer one from The °hreveport 
Times. 


Knowing this, I gird up my loins with glee for the on-coming 
n ssault of my own making and if I come out the worse for wear, I 
can blame nobody but myself. But 1 think 1 shall win aud I shall 
bend every effort to that end. Every hammer blow at the ridiculous 
race barrier is a strike in the right direction and I am delighted 
at this opportunity to give a blow against ignorance and intolerance. 

\ 

One very nice line 1 shall use in the publicity will concern 
the pleasing paradox and parallel that Miss Cammie graduated from 
the college in 1891 while in 19 55 her untutored ex-laundress 
at the age of 72 will appear in the same institution as the 
dominant figure in the one man show. 

I have already requested several people owning pictures of 
Clemence's in town if they would care to loan their canvases. They 
would. Ora says she will stand behind me 1 00 percent and she has 
some fine examples of the black lady's brush. I know A can count 
on the lady doctor, too, and no doubt Mrs. Coombs and others. 

I should like to h a ve about 25 examples of the artist's works and 
have e^ch carry a card, giving the name of the owner, as well as 
the title of the picture. Many of the owners are of the blue jay 
variety who will be chattering endlessly if their canvas is ex acceptei 
0 nd that will- spread the news the farther and increase the number of 
patrons. I should like to stress the fact in the publicity that 
the show is made up exclusively of privately own pictures belonging 
to people in flatchitoches Parish. I find it fine that the Delgado Show 
will honor Clemence but I shall be even more pleased if I can 
"bust through" the local wall of prejudice and make the list of 
owners lending items proclaim that the artist of Color is honored 
in her own Parish. Less energetic or busier people wouldn t 
be bothered by the labor involved and more timid souls would collapse 
a t the mere prospect of the fury that will break about the head of 
the sponsor but, as you know, few people would consider me as having 
n nything to do and when it comes to ‘jumping into a racial fight, 

I can think of nothing more stimulating. 

I telephoned I. 3. Willard who was enthralled at the idea and 
offered me her several Hunter canvases, but I m trying to 
limit the number of items loaned to about 1 per person so that the 
list of sponsors may be the greater.....1 had the Hew Corner s 
Club this afternoon and an eq al number of other people and 
although sleepy, 1 think I shall keep awake for Meet the Press . 


The white garden is so pretty tonight, hiu would love it. 

The ribbon grass, or may I say Gardener^ s Garter, emerges a 
couple of feet high like snowy fo a m.around the ghostly white of 
the great^sun dial and the w a xing moon, moving northward in its 
summer course, touches the big flat dark magnolia le a ves with 
silver, although the moon herself-is ^amasingly orange tonight, for 
the air is velevty with.powdered earth particles, which have been 
sifting across fields and gardens from the big machines working 
on the Bermuda Road. 

It was good to have Dora's letter I was glad 
to be reminded of our no<bturn a l walks io her c a bin in d a ys 
gone bye. I remember the grandhc ildren twisting and fiddling 
around on the rungs of the chair in which Clemence sat while painting 
by the light of the kerosene lamp. And I remember so vividly how 
bl a ck Manuel's bare arm look ed , resting on the white' sheet a ud 
how much like a great snowdrop the gardenia looked.in his hand. 

Somehow I gathered from Dora's letter that things are rocking 
along alright at The Bluff # I feel so h a ppy about this for 
his sake, Somehow he almost seems like one of my children 
while Clemence, at 72, seems like another, and the parent is the 
h a ppier because the children seem to be so happy at the moment. 

Clemence came to see me for a few minutes today. I find these 
contacts .particularly precious these last few days before the. Delgado 
swings wide its doors and the press, radio and television elevate her 
to a fame no other colored woman in her humble circumstances has 
ever attained in the field of painting. For a /ter next Sunday, of 
course, she will always be held in unique esteem by the members of 
her race in general and by civilised people of other races who must 
accord her first place in the field of Primitive Art, thus far 
attained by a negress. I doubt very much if she could comprehend 
i what all the impending publicity signifies a nd because she couldn't 
possibly envision her own funeral she probably will never realise 
. that when 3he is finally called to her Great Reward, her obituaries 
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Tuesday, 2Qth, 19 55 


will the more neatly coincide with .the average negro s concept of 
an elaborate death notice than any other woman of her race in 
Louisiana• 


Memorandum 


Just before she passed this way for a little chat this jfternoon, 
Charles Cunningham telephoned me .. He said he had rec ived the 
notice I had sent him to be run in this week's issue of the 
Hatchitoches -times* He said he thought he would borrow one of 
Ora's origin a l paintings and reproduce it with the notice, if 
time permitted him to get it to the engraver before press time. 

He said he had seen J . H, at the ,Clu or a party or some place recently 
and had asked him qbout Clemence s painting but, he continued: 

n 

You know J . H. t —too busy about other matters, and he 
said there was nothing to it . " 

In view of the attitude of the Alexandria Town Talk n bout 
not publishing pictures h a ving to do with the negro race, it is 
heartening to know f that Charles volontarily wants to publish 
something. I didn t say I had a glossy print of one of her 
things, for, frankly, I hoped he might not be ~ble to get the 
photograph of Ora s original engraved in time for this week's 
issue since i might cut ice to better advantage if it should 
a ppear in a later issue when the show at the college is un¬ 
veiled* But I said nothing a bout mv efforts being exerted in 
that direction, since some slip-up might side tr a ck it and if so, 
it would then have been better to h a ve had the reproduction 
concerning the Delgado, . 

• 

Charles said in his telephone conversation what I shall be hearing 
so many people say after Sunday. 

-rt 

You know, I haye been thinking I should so much like to 
h„ve one of Clemence s originals in my home . ..." 

I think I mentioned that Clemence and I have worked out a 
system wherebye her Old Age Pension check will not be voided by 
possible sale3 . She is to sell pictures directly to everyone she 
knows on whom she * can count a nd everyone else, including Madam Beaufort 
will be told that I have purchased everything she has painted lately 
and that they will hr,ve to see me m ,Thus the story will soon 
be noised about that I am a re-incarnation of old Simon Legree, 
taking all her pictures and giving her nothing labile Clemence and 
I will be laughin up our sleeves s# their concept of my chicanery, 

I fear this is a mighty dull letter. Forgive me. I shall 
try to do better on the morrow. And now Dr. Schweitzer and 
I are going out on the gallery for a seren a de to the mocking bird 
in the old white crepe myrtle f our thoughts traveling swiftly 


How nice to find the sturdy, fat package awaiting me at 
the Post Office this morning. 

And how can I say thanks to little Miss Lee for having once 
more provided me with so much happiness that will be employed 
every day throughout the year, giving me so much happiness in the 
thought of its .creator and whence it came, and in full knowledge, 
as has so often been expressed in in-coming letters, of the 
delight and admiration the creation has evoked. 

Poor Paula Parlange . she really don't know what she 

is missing*. Or, perhaps she does. 


Be that as it may, the Yucca, stationary came through 
in perfect order and is the delight of my soul* I had 
thought I had figured pretty closely as to when it would run out 
but no sooner had I set aside the few remaining sheets for 
special occasions, it seemed as though a bevy of special letters 
were to be written 3 :id I began wading in deeper than I had 
anticipated * Oddly enough, I remembered one letter I simply 
h a d to knock off hurriedly just as the postman was 
shcedule to appear and although I didn't like the idea at all, 

I did lay hold on the last sheet of my beloved correspondence paper 
and folded it hi^rriedly but with .regret into an envelope and 
dashed off to the post office. You may therefore readily imagine 
with what infinite pleasure I lifted the package handed to me, 
realising instinctively that once again for the billionth time, 

Lyme had spread blessings of happiness on Melrose. 

i* 

For some reason which isn't clear to me or, probably to them, 
either, my secretaries, who usually come in the late afternoon or 
early evening, p all appeared, at Jioon today. And so 
I w a s not surprised, after reading Frances Rand Jack's letter, 
that the Shreveport Times shouldcall me this afternoon, asking 
for an appointment on Monday., May 2nd, for their feature reporter, 
Margaret MacDonald. 

i t 

This will throw the Shreveport Times article into the 
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Sunday paper of May 8th, so that with the Natchitoches papers 
coming out on Thursday of this week, the Times Picayune 
on May 1st, the reverberations ought to h a ve as pi prolonged 
echo in Louisiana as could have been hoped for. 

The Shreveport Times doesn't know it, of course, but 
Monday, M a y 2nd, is a out the worse time anyone could hope 
for , so far as anyone, who is on Old Age Pension is concerned, 
for the monthly check wilL arrive on that day and 1 shall have 
to put an anchor on Clemence to keep her from flying off to 
Cloutierville or some such place. 

She came to see me today, rather early this morning, bring¬ 
ing me a baptisin' she had done for Ora. I laughed to myself 
without car eking a smile outwardly when I took one good look 
a t it, for just as the artist had once gone Theodore Rousseau 
on us without realising it, so, in the picture Ora had 
ordered, she had almost g.ane Poussin on us in a whimsical 
sort of way. What .had happened was this: - she had used a 
rather long, narrow board, —beaver board, - and 

using it horizontally, she had p.ainted the church at the extreme 
right, "candidates" in white robes, accompanied by deacons in 
black moving across the center of the picture to the left. The 
thing would have been elegant, had she stopped just there or with 
the figures in the river in the lower ri.ut hand corner, just 
their heads and shoulders emerging bout the water of the river. 
But, as though suddenly siesed by a dab of playfulness, she 
had suddenly decided to paint a high whill in the background 
atop which, and big er th a n the candidates, she had placed three 
or four colored ladies, each protecting themselves from the sun s 
rays, by gay parasols, But somehow only the top of the hill 
showed, and as the sides Jiever did come down to the ground, there 
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sit these gaV» be-parasoled ladies slap in the middle of the 
picture and observing the baptisin doin s t with no apparent 
connection with terre firma, and producing an effect so much 
like Poussin's land3c a pes with gods and goddesses floating 0 2o 
on clouds that I couldn't wait until Clemence had departed and 
I could really take a real good gander at the creation and 
giggle a hit in my beard. 

\ r 

Our marvelous weather continues and so do the clouds of 
dust from the Bermuda Road., Pilgrims continue, too, but 1 suppose 
their umber is small in contrast to, what jQjay be expected in mid May .j 
But f~ir weather or not, pilgrims or not, correspondence will jog 
along on an even keel and my heart is the happier for the 
inspiration the stationary brings me direct from Lyme,,., 


Wednesday, April 2Tth, 19 55. 


Memorandum: 

The weather continues warm and cloudy with a promise 
of widely schattered showers which never arrive. A little 
drissle wouldn't do any harm but neither are we greatly in need 
of moisture as yet, and we are bound to have some showers in May, 

On Sunday, M a y 8th . in the main gallery of the *ine Arts 
Building at Northwesterfi State College, the paintings of little 
Miss Runter will go on exhibition in a show af all of her own. 

> i • 

The business was signed, and sealed this morning a^d 
now all that remains to be done is to regret that the Delgado 
show will be displaying some -of her finer work at the same time, 
so that the Natchitoches assortment will have to do without 
some of her best. 

• C 

It is fortunate, o course, that the Shreveport Times feature 
article will appear on the same day that the college show opens, for 
that paper has a wide circulation in central and North Louisiana so 
that the publicity attending the local exhibition will be of the 

fullest, 

. 

Of hand, I should imagine that no Louisiana artist ever had such 
complete.coverage for her work and with two shows going both 
at the same time. 

She came to see me today and while we chatted, it occured 
to me that it might be nice for little Miss Lee to have a small sketch 
of any old description, on a heavy paper or cardboard that would 
re dily bend 3 o that it might be inserted in her scrapbook sometime 
during the month when the shows are on, since there seems to be so 
much endless talk in the Lestan memos these days concerning the 
artist. And so she said she would make me a sketch tonight or 
tomorrow and thus I shall be a^l e ^o get it into the mail within 
a day or so* Knowing her as I do, she will prob a bly round up 
a piece of wrapping paper or some such to make the sketch on, but 
my thought was that something 3mall that would fit into a scrapbook 
might be to the point. 


f 
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Just as I turned this page, the tel phone rang and from 
the conversation, I found myself giggling in my beard as I recall 
ed that old line • 


Memorandum 


Our remarkable weather continues and every day, thanks to some 
extra sprinkling, the triangular garden beds continue to yield 
more provender for the two tables on opposite sides of the fence. 

. 2" set out more belle peppers, tomatoes and egg plant in semi¬ 
circles inside the banana hedge, running from the corners of Yucca to 
the big pot, I still think I wo:.ld like going out and plucking a 
belle pepper or a tomato on occasion but now I find my interest centers 
primarily on the egg plants, for I love their coloring and if I am 
lucky in bringing forth any, I shall never pick them, they will look 
so pretty against the lovely light green of the banana plants • 

A note from Carolyn in today's post arrived at 9 and 
was un-read when she telephoned at 10, sgpiny 3he might make 
a round tonight as she was scheduled for conferences in Alexandria 
tomorrow, Her letter was still unread when she called at 18 :30 
to say conferences in Baton Rou e would keep her there on Fridg. 

She said she might make it on Sunday, I recommended that she spend 

Sunday in New Orleans for the opening of the Delgado and 

try. to make a round up this way later when the college show was on. 

On second thought, that idea seemed better to her, too. She said she was 

sending me a duplicate of the Micacle at Melrose story which I had 

sent her in the rough, suggesting she put it together. She 

n jso said she would w rite to somebody she knows in Reader's Digest 

as I had expressed the thought that that publication might be 

interested in the story, thinking it might fit in along with 

one of their "My Favorite Ch racier" sections. 

And speaking of Baton Rouge, J, H. and Celeste have been invited 
to dine with the Governor and Mrs. Kenon at the Executive Mansion 
toomorrow. There was an enormous scene at the post office this morning 
when a new dress she had ordered for tomorrow's bread breaking failed 
to arrive. I don't know how. s e thought either J. H. or the clerk 
could pull it ought ot the^mail pouch in which it did not arrive, but 
that seemed to be the general idea, —that they should. 

Ora came down this a fternoon. and .took back a car load of 


I think I told you Zelma went to the Shreveport hospital 
on Sunday for a tumor operation. Before she left, I told 
her she might use my telephone number, either for her own calls or 
that of her friends, should she wish to communicate with anybody. 

It seems she took me at my word and gave my number of the 
mother of James' wife, --james being the twin of Little King, 
and James is usually known as Big Six. 

' mother-in-law called to give a particular 
is Zelma's husband. I told her I would 
And then came the wonderful 
wife of James by her first name, which 
it, I realise I don't 


«eii, anhoo , oames 
message to Mr. Puny, who 
try to hunt up Puny later tonight 
part, for she referred to the 
I had never heard, pnd , as I go to w rite 

know how to spell it. ut perhaps you will gather how it should 
be written when I tell you it is identical with the name of that 
HaWaian musical instrument, —Ukelele. Never in my life did I 
know of a child getting saddled up. with such a handle. And now I 
am unhappy because I don t know the girl's name before her 
marriage. I certainly hope it is more musical that her married 
one, --Mrs. Ukelele Solomon. 

% 

But I had better begin rolling up my sleeves and getting at 
the mail. And I mustn t forget to drop Hodding Carter a line, 
asking him to pass along the good word to Hodding, Jr., at 
Princeton, regarding the u elgado and Northwestern Shows, 3 ince 
both father and son were delighted with the primitives 
they saw while here ® year or so ago. 

> • , % v -• * . , 

Celeste says that J. H. doesn't seem to be able to get enougi 
of the radishes from the triangle garden a nd so I planted more to 
day so there will be some fre,sh small ones 4 or 5 weeks hence whe 
the present supply is exhausted. I also prepared ground for a 
couple of dozen tomato and belle pepper plants which I like to 
raise for the convenience of granbbing a fresh one from the plant 
whenever I feel the impulse for such things, especially along n bo\ 
bed time which is certainly a n odd hour for such things. 

I have a couple of pictures to frame before folding up my 
beard, too, for I should like to send them in to town on the morr< 
if convenient, although the show is a week off. And so things tu 
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Friday, April 29th, 1955 


Memorandum. 


How fast this month seems to have run out, and still 
our perfect weather, —ever since Easter,—continues to hold, 

In the same post with this letter goes a package into which 
I placed some clippings from some time back, covering the inauguration 
of John Kyser as President of the local college, These 
may be of no interest, —I, myself, haven't read them, but I 
believe they include a picture or two of John and his wife, Thelma, 
and as I speak of them occasionally, I thought you^might be interested 
in their likenesses before discarding them. 

As I might have expected, the local artist did the 
unexpected and placed the little sketch I reguested, not . on.paper but 
on what appears to be the top of an old shoe box,' ut perhaps 
it is sufficiently supple so that it will s fit into a scrapbook 
regardless. The sketch is casual enough but I thought it 
might be nice to h a ve something from her brush at just the time 
she is emerging onto a larger stage, 

' 

I folded up a pice of paper in the top of the box, 
thinking you might find it more convenient to wrap up the 
item that to carry it in the box, although the latter isn't 
large. It just occurs to me, however, that I failed to 
include any string with the paper but perhaps you can use 
the same string that is around the outer wrapping, 

A letter from Bob in tod a y's post advises that the VWL broadcast 
which was scheduled for Sunday, May 1st, was moved up to 
Thursday and since his letter arried on Friday, it would appear 
that the information is a s useless as last year's bird's nest. 

Apparently the film turned put nicely and the Louisiana 
stations have been contacted regarding its telecast, I hope 
I learn that schedule 24 hours in advance rather than after 
the performance lias been presented, 


I contributed several of my own, -- I suppose about half a dozen, all 
framed, and about a dozen belonging to Mr, Pipes and me jointly, 

They represented creations from a dozen years back and one that was 
completed only about 10 minutes before Ora arrived, and made a 
wonderfully diverse assortment of scenes of Cane *iver life, flower studies 
and so on, 

A . ca 

I told Clemence I was going to try to get a picture of one of her 
Baptisin's in the newspaper this week and she thought that might 
make some people interested although she is a little frightened about her 
paintings causing a check reduction in the Old Age Pension section but 
I assured her that would be alright. She said she was telling the 
Welfare field worker that Mr, Pipies and I helped her when M a nuel w a s 
filing a »d dying and that she was giving all her pictures to me and, accord 
ing to my agents in town, word is already flying r-round that I am 
stealing all her work and that she isn't getting a cent, Both’ 
the artist and I liked that one. 


My qecond hand agents in town told Celeste yesterday and she told me 
that Ban s ex-wife is planing to h a ve <ji other b a by in August, I suppose 
the divorce was a couple of years back. Of course the ex-husband is 
said to spend much time with her in Alexandria but in view of the 
adventure ■( had with her last autumn or whenever, I cannot help wondering 
knows or could possible guess the father of the impending child. 

Puny had to go to see the lady doctor today and brought back 
the enclosed note,, I am so glad she is going to be in B e w Orleans 
for the Belgado business, and doubly so as she has a nice collection 
of her own, ... 

• * 

As the thermometer attains the upper 80's and lower 90's daily, 
the Tender Leaf section is working over time and my ice bucket and 
the "bourdon" are working over time. What with the moon being so 
pretty tonight and the air so velvety, I'm going to knock off my mail 
fairly early and h a ve a little muciscal, to the tinkling of ice cubes, 
hard by St, u iggin's a^d just try to guess in which direction the telepath 
department will be working .....• 









■m 
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'.Fhe Natchitoches Times came in this morning just before 
tUe postman's departure and so I hurriedly tore out the whole 
page on which I saw a Baptisin' reproduced although I imagine there 
was but a brief article about the Show, 

i 

Carmen breaseale had written a piece for the other 1 

Natchitoches paper, The Enterprise, - but the Editor, who can t bear 
to hear the word, Negro, spoken, threw it out, Carmen says she 
telephoned the Enterprise office and talked with some other person 
connected with the paper who rescued the piece from, the discard and 
she will send me a copy which I shall, of course, send along to you, 
Howstrange all this is going to sound a hundred years hence when readers 
will try to imagine papers like the Alexandria Town Talk and the 
Natchitoches Enterprise refusing to carry an article simply on the 
grounds that it has to do with a person of color, — and, if you 
don't mind, a 'Person of color who is lending more cultural 
l a urels to Central >Louisiana than both the papers combined • 

I did a dab of baby sitting across the fence this evening, 

J, H, and Celeste planned to return from Baton Rouge "early which seems 
to be a somewhat elastic term, Cn my return, it was pleasant 
walking slowly, the moon is so mellow, the scent of the lilies and 
magnolias so heavy in the garden. 

It's beginning to appear that I shall never finish fighting 
General (Irani's campaigns and so wind up the Civil &ar as portrayed 
by Bruce Catton in his "Stillness at Appomatax"• The book is 
well done with a wealth of research being evident, but I read 
but a few paragraphs and my head starts nodding and so I 
simply turn off the war until the following night, and one 
never gets anywhere by turning it off daily after only a few rounds, 

I mustn't forget to speak of something Cra mentioned yesterday. 

Her house servant is one of the Metoyers, formerly of this . rea and 
occassionaly the servant secure.s another ex-Cane River mulatto 
gal to assist with labors when things get pretty busy at 
'the Hlliams household. When Cra asked her servant the name of 
her friend, she said she is called Celia Ah-don, The Celia didn t seem 
so odd but the Ah-don was new. Later, when the girl was lending a 
hand at some domestic duties, she explained to Ora that there are 
two cousins in her family, r bout the same age, named Celia, and the 
other one is just called Celia and she is galled Celia Ah-doh because 
when she started working in town, she didn t like to do anything much, 
gild was accustomed to say, "I don't" to everything, he ce in mulatto 
l n uauage, it was but a matter of moments before she became Celia Ah-don, 
Is?r t that silly. 

Well, the week-end cometheth and may there be endless peace at Lyme,, 




t 


Sunday, May 1st, 19 55, 


. Memroandum: 

* 1 

A lovely week end, with the mqrvelousweather still 
holding, not to mention the persistence of clouds of dust from 
the ploughed Bermuda road, 

■ 

I have not seen today's Times Picayune but shall either 
leave this envelope open, in hopes of receiving the review 
before post time in the morning or shall enclose the same 
under separate cover when it comes to hand, 

■ t . ( J \ 

Across the fence, everything seems to be more or less lovely, 
j4s you may suspect, happiness in that quarter stems from the 
prospect of going somewhere and if dancing can be tossed in 
as an added attraction, nothing this side of Paradise can 
present a more entrancing avenue. 

And so it was I learned today that Celeste will not 
be able to attend the opening of the Northwestern show 
nextSunday as she will be away, for a change, She will 
take Madam Regard to Mansura for a few days while Celeste travels 
on Southward, to Baton Rouge, perhaps, or some such place 
where some Fraternity to which her nephew be'lows is h c ving a 
dance, and one good jitter-bug in the offing can supply 
ample excuse for a several day's jaunt in the big road, 

I have been invited to dine at the home of the President of the 

college on the evening of the recepti n but as I 

am not much on dining out a nd as six other invitations to 

supper have already come my way, I have declined, But 

nobody has invited me to do any jitter-bugging and so you 

may well imagine how depressed I am bound to feel all the 

way around. Of course the mere fact that the most t 

unusual thing in the field of Art is happening at 

the college, —so far as Central Louisiana's history goes, is 

but a detail, and surely nothing so prosaic as 

Art and Society and what they have to a a offer can hope to 

cut any ice against an opportunity to swing out. 
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. Before I forget it, I must fail to mention that 

one little wrinkle in the Governor's luncheon the other day 

was to be noted It seems that chicken and ham were the big 

pieces of resistence which probably went along rea: ily enough 

with the Kennons who are, I suppose, Methodists or Baptists. But 

Celeste is a Catholic, of course, and Friday is Friday, of course, and 

so she ate chicken or ham or both, of course • And that was that, 

But with South Louisiana being so heavily Catholic, —the 
Kennons are North Louisiana, — Hinden or some, sucfy place, —it 
would seem as though the staff at the Mansion, in preparing 
official dinners, would have given a thought to the fish section. 

And yet, again, I find that I had almost neglected to mention 
other cause for happine ss across the fence. Both ladies plan 
to do some .traveling, for a change, next month. It seems 
that two of Madam Regard's sisters, one nun living in the Boston area, 
the other somewhere in Nebraska, are planning to converge 
on the mother house of their order which is somewhere in Kentucky, and 
so that provides another excellent excuse for another frolic and 
everybody is looking forward to. June with impatience although 
you may be quite sure, that, as next week end demonstrated, there 
will be plenty of excuses found tit fill out May with lots 
of road running, 

I am.delighted to report that the belle pepper plants, 
tomato and egg plants I set out along % bout Thursday, appear to have 
established themselves and are now taking.on a vigorous 
appearance and the radishes I planted because J, H, likes them, 
are now above ground so that the first batch which will be eaten 
.up by the end of the present month will have a» adequate 
supply following just behind. 


Monday, Hafl 2nd, 19 55. 


I was glad to be c ble to wade thro 
battlqs of the Grant campagin (campain) 
is spelled, --and even landed the battl 
Virginia, with one or two references to 
and, as for little Miss Lee, I suppose, 
the home towi of Jefferson is always pi 
one 's ears 

But the hour approaches for "Meet 
like to do so and since I shall have to 
in the .morning with the Shreveport Time 
start folding forthwith. And I do so, 
t iought that your Sunday may h^ve been 
have had it . 


ugh a couple of more 
--odd how I forget how that wore 
e lines as far as Petersburg, 
Sheridan at Charlottesville, 
as with me, 

easant sounding pleasant to 

the Press",, and as I should 
do the same thing 
s, I guess I had better 
holding the 
much like you would 


i o m 


Memorandum : 

* 

Full summer is upon us and the Tender Leaf Department 
is working over time. 

The day was cloudless, save for the dU 3 t, and tonight 
the waxing moon is marvelous, --and no dust The 
sun dial garden is lovely and after our lithe chat and a 
flock of mail has been taken care of, I shall sit for a 
pleasant hour by St. Giggin's fountain drinkin; in the 
moonlight and the Tender Leaf tea. 

William endix, of (J. 1 people, telephoned me this morning. 
He .and his troup are giving a play at the college tonight 
and Celeste, J. H, and Pat are probably enjoying it right 
at this moment. His call to me was to inauire if he might 
come down this morning but as I had other appointments, I 
demurred but suggested tomorrow and he said that would 
fit in with his plans nicely and so that is that 

The three Shreveport Times people arrived this morning on 
schedule. I arranged to give them a little tour before 
summoning Clemence. They were floored by what they had to 
see and wanted to write a dozen stories all at once, for 
qpparantjy none of them had ever heard of Melrose before, or 
if they had, had never envisioned it as being more than 
just another plantation. 

I ended the tour on the Yucca gallery and just as 
I had finished a round a bout the artist's work, the b a mboo 
parted and Lo» there stood Clemence, bearing a couple of 
Packages from Blythe who must have arrived at the camp early 
this morning. 

Because of the work being done on the Bermuda road, 

I suggested they might prefer to get their pictures of 
Clemence here at Yucca but they were anxious to visit her 
cabin and so I sent all four of them off through the bamboo 
and across the cotton fields. They reutnred a bout an 
hour later, elated at their contact with her and pleading to 
be allowed to return to Melrose for more stories. 
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Ora telephoned this afternoon to say that 3he 
had bumped into the lady doctor on the street and was 
told that the Delgado got off to a splendid start, 

She reported that the pictures appeared to especial 
advantage and that while two other shows were supposedly 
going on ill the Museum, it was the Hunter one that 
had all the people, 

. i ' 

Ora and I had given titles to all the pictures for 
the northwestern show last week and in subsequent 
consultation t These were properly arranged today and went 
to the printer, along with the notation onf Primitive Art 
whi'ch the Delgado show. I suppose these will be available 
this week end and I shall, of course, send along one, 

• 

I was bo.th surprised and disappointed to learn from 
Blythe that Station WWL did broadcast the Hunter show, 
to ether with a discussion about Primitive Art which 
she said both she and King thought splendid. I was 
under the impression that Bob had told me in his letter of 
last Tuesday which reached me on. Friday.that the WWL 
broadcast had been moved up to Thursday Uaturlly, with 
5 his information to hand t I had not recommended the tuning in 

on WWL during dinner on Sunday _ we were dining between 

11 :30 and IS, although the radlo~was playing softly at the 
time on 3ome other station. 

• 

The strange doings in the piscatorial section goe3 on apace. 
Thousands of fish daily come to the surface of the river, 
struggle for breath and then suffocate. Everyone seems amazed 
at the hordes of them that finally foat on the water after they haj 
expire >. I often see hit as many as a dozen as large as a man, 
a nd untold scores of others in diminishing proportions , 

A net work of big holes are dug along the banks for miles, 
perhaps 6 feet in depth and 10 feet in diameter and crews of 
men are kepf busy, hauling the de&d fish out of the water 
and burying them in these big graves. The turtles must 
really think it's their birthday for never since the beginning 
of time on Cane Hiver has their been such a banquet for 
turtles, big and small and one often sees 6 or 8 large 
ones, all chewing up a bit gar, catfish or trout, I hope 
the Conservation Department knows what it's doing but 
off hand the whole business seems like wanton destruction 
of fish to no particular point since the trutles will 
probably be hungry again by the time the new batches 
of young fish are again poured in to re-stock the river. 

But St. Giggin's is calling a nd some mail tust be 
a ttended to and so I mosey along, with thoughts flowing 
smoothly along in a northeasterly direction,,,,. 


Tuesday, May 3rd, 19 55. 




Memorandum : 

The full summer weather continues and the promise is for 
fair and warm weather in. tje days immediately ahead, 

* 

Something tells me that the grave diggers for the slaughtered 
fish must be falling behind in their job for 'their is a vague 
Oriental scent that seems to penetrate as far as the front gate 
when breezes from the South meander in that direction, 


K. o' 

with 


But the magnolias are smothering the gardens themselves 
a heavy sweetness and today the first cape jessamine of 
the season unfolded, bringing with it that aromatic fragrance 
which finds no comparison in other flowers, except, perhaps, 
the c motion on occasion, 

I saw J, H, for a moment at the store this morning. He 
said he and Celeste had liked the William Bendix show at the 
college last night. The house was completely sold out. 

Along about 8 o'clock, I contacted Celeste, inviting her 
to join me in receiving the Bendix people, who had an 
appointment with me for 9:30. She was enchanted at the 
prospect, 

And so we had coffee on her gallery at 9, and then 
sauntered toward the side gate, planning to stroll around 
to t he front gate, when a car, quite unexpectedly, arrived 
at the side gate the same time we did, 

• '• \ 

It was Madam Beaufort. She wanted to know what we were 
up to and.Celeste told her. She said she wanted some 
Orinoco bananas. It was about 80 degrees in the shade, but 
in spite of my fresh raiment, I dug her some. Fortunately 
I had an opportunity to climb into something else that 
was fresh to receive my guests. But Madam Beaufort kept on 
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standing by her car, saying she must be on her way so that 
we might get on with our busine ss, e tc., etc,, and kept right 
on talking, Lut finally she did manage to get in a start 
the motor when Celeste, in an ill advised gesture of hospitality, 
said it vjas too bad she couldn't stay long enough to come over 
to her house for a cup of coffee, Ch, but she most certainly 
could, and thereupon cut off the switch and got out, whereupon 
I said I simply had to go to receive te guests, and so Celeste, 
with remarkable self control, unique for her, moseyed over 
to give Beth a cup of coffee. And so my people came and our 
tour progressed to t he end when Celeste was fainlly able to 
Join us, I could have batted Madam Beaufort for her bad 
manners and lack of consideration for Celeste but at the same 
time I had no disappointment in giving the tour on my own hook. 

One member of the company was George Douglas, brother 
of Melvin, He didn't know that Rosalind lived in Natchitoches 
Parish, He must be years younger than Melvin and was very 
pleasant, 

Carolyn te'lep oned from Alexandria to say she is doing 
q couple of days work in that place and a ould pass this way, if 
it was convenient. It was. She gave me a good account of 
the show which apparantly was a great success on the opening day,, 
the only one she attended although she plans to to to Marshall on 
Thursday or Friday, following the Alexandria session, to be 
with her parents for the week end, but plans to return to 
New Orleans next week so Tie time to take pictures in color 
of the four walls comprising the Hun er show, A 
representative of Helena Rubenstein, being in New Orleans, 
wanted to buy one of the pictures at the opening, but it 
wasn't for sale, of course. 

We took thq opportunity to run through the final 
drafts of three articles, intended for magazines and 
one for the Houston Chronicle, I made only o few minor 
suggestions for altering a.word or a phrase. They will be re¬ 
typed in Alexandria on the morrow and.sent out tomorrow night. 

Let us hope at least one of them sticks. But I must knock 
off some mail now and then fold up my beard, what with 60 
biddies of the Alexandria Garden Club shceduled for the 
morrow . 


Wednesday, May 4th, 1955, 


Memorandum: 

• « • v 

Such a lovely day, such a lovely night. 

The grand flora naganoli a , hard by the Chapel, h a s unfolded 
perahaps a dozen of its snowy globes which fill the air 
with a marvelous fragrance. One of the blossoms on a lower limb 
hangs out beyond the white post supporting the end of 
the gallery, so that I can see it from where I am sitting .* It 
seems doubly precious in the moonlight. 

The enclos re under separa e cover speaks for , itself, I do not 
want the items he enclose returned, 

i/te gift he mentioned is a little tabernacle called a Petition Box, 
It is perhaps £ or £ and a half feet in heither and perhaps a foot square 
it looks a little like a Greek mausoleum with two little Doric columns 
m the right and left corner, flawing the door which has a Gothic shaped 
ooor painted on it • A slit in the upper middle of the door » 
is ma.de for parishoners to insert any petitions they may want to 
submit to the priest or their patron saint. It is altogether 
charming a nd is natural wood which Bob has beautifully w a xed, 

I set it up to the left of the stained glass window, hard 
by the big cross, and balancing the statue of the Blessed Martin 
a : t the right of the window, I placed it atop a stool, standing 3 feet 
m height, covering the stool with Lowells or Csn a berg, - the 
same material as the curtains along side the stained glass and 
it looks as though it had been made for the place. 

When bob was here two or three week ago he mentioned it 
to me. He said he and Pat had been returning to New Orleans 
from some jaunt in the South Louisiana country when they passed an 
ancient Church which had long since been abandon and had partially 
caved in. The walked over the rubble, noticed a sort of box shaped 
thing and had gone b a ck to the btar car and driven away. ut-a mile 
down the road, they both suddenly started to mention the object and 
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thereupon turned around and went back, On returning to the spot, 
they turned over the box and found the lovely little columns and 
were delighted with the inscription, —"petitions", - carved into the 
front and still bearing flecks of gold that had originally been 
inlaid, 

And so they brought, it home with them, sandpaperd and 
strengthened it and placed it in their dining room, using it 
as a cabinet to hold their wine bottles, But after they had visited 
Melrose a couple of years back, they kept thinking that the Chael 
was really the place for it and so they sent it by Carolyn, I 
bought it so sweet of them, and I must write and say as much 
forthwith, 

- • - •* tr .» : ’ *. 1 . J -i 

• 

Our dry weather and cloudless skies, —save for the clouds 
of dust, continue, I had the Alexandria Garden Club this 
afternoon and foun several members very pleasant but with 

crowd of 60, one gets to speak to nobody with any satisfaction. 

Several of them want to come back on a smaller tour, of course, 
and three different ones spoke to me of another club to which 
they or ortheir husbands belong, which want to make a Melrose 
tour, 

I suggested that they write me for I am too tired at the 
moment to decide if I want anybody other th a ii the unscheduled 
PaS8ers . bye, 

I had expected Celeste to assist me tis afternoon but 
instead she told me this morning she had some luncheon guests coming 
and that she hoped I would give them a tour before the Alexandria 
contingent arrived, I told her I should be enchanted to do so 
andthat I trusted she was going to keep her promise to assist me. 

But she let out a little cry and said she simply had to go to 

town to play bridge, and so that was that. 

Between licks, I knocked off some captions for the 
Houston Chronicle article and hope to get it off by air on the 

morrow, Carolyn had to return to business in Alexandria today 

and has an appointment there with Crozat, the prison expertj on the 
morrow. She ,says he i3 a fine person but that he doesn't think 
too much of the Kennon administration and is quitting his 
Louisiana State job this summer. So things turn and so must 
I turn to a few d a bs of mail and so to fold,,,,,, 



Thursday, May 5th, 2955. 



. Memorandum : t 

i 

now nice to find your Tues ay letter in today's post, 
and how swiftly it traveled from your true hand to mine, 

I can well imagine how pressure from both sides of the d aily 
firing line makes it impossible to set hand to paper at such b sy 
times and there is always consolation in knowing that sooner or 
later a chink of opportunity will appear on one front or the other 
for attending to little personal matters and during the interim, 
we both understand perfectly how it is simply good sense to 
awa-t the moment when a breathing pace comes within our grasp 
again. My fervent prayer is that little Miss L e e will never try 
to create such an opening but will maintain the . wisdom of waiting 
for a certain set of circumstances that will oper te to . 
make the grass a little greener on that elongated island or for 
respite to appear in the hurly-burly of the daytime routine 
enabling one to take up the thread of conversation which is kept 
unwinding so constantly by telepathy when typewriters are beyond reach, — 
the chance to employ them, 

c, » '< i> 

• - ■* V/ * . *.■ 

But I do so whole heartedly appreciate the lovely letter that 
confirmed my belief that things must be going at a terrific 
. speed, and being assured of this, I can readily face the 

fact that for the moment, we are bound to cultivate the 
thought waves exclusively intil admeasure of repose has been 
achieved,. 

I believe it was rainy i n your ne ighborhood today but locally 
the hot dry weather continues. So does the dust, of course. 

Along about 10 o 'clock, Mary Pringle appeared at my - <, 

door he seemed fine and said she had come toask if she might 
take’some interiors in the big house, I said I thought . 
she might, I int oduced her to Dr. Snipmeyer and after a few 
moments, she went on her way, after giving me an invitationf rom 
Blythe to come over to the camp for dinner, which I eventually 
did and where I learned that Blythe had been at the big house while 
May was over here although I had assumed that Mary had driven over 
here frpyi. .the camp, 

' < L ; j 

Ttie dinner, as always, was delicious and endlessly 

bountiful, Clemence was balancing pots and pans at q, great 
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Friday, May 6th, 19 55. 


rate in the culinary section and t^ble talk maintained a 
sprightly level in s pite of the fact that I could have batted Mary 
for her ineptitude, stupidity or whatever one might style it. 

Easily within Clemence's hearing, she said she wanted to ask me something 
which she admitted was none of her business but -bout which she was curious 
as she was so ignorant in th^t field, and asked if I would tell her the truth. 

I told her I didn't know if I knew the answer, since she hadn t stated the 
question and before knowing that, I should not be a ble to say if 
I would tell the ,truth or not. 

Well, what she wanted to know was: 

"How much does a i (mean like the v elgado or the Fine jirts 
Department of a place like Northwestern, pay an artist 
for the privilege of displaying their pictures." 

She s aid she had been asking 0 lemence about it^earlier and that 
Clemence had said she didn't know because she hadn t received 
rj} ything for such rights. Perhaps, since I was handling the matter, I 
could tell her. 

Now there isn't the slightest desire or intention on t he part of 
ary Pringle to be malicious and yet but such cock-eyed questions, she is 
bound to have evoked visions of financial income in Clemence s 
untutored brain and rendered a service to nobody and perhaps quite a dis¬ 
service to several. 

When I told her that artists sometimes work for years, always hoping that 
the Delgado or Northwestern will some day permit their pictures to.be displayed 
a nd that many an artist never realizes such a hope, she seemed a 
little surprised but withal believing. Then she asked, and before Clemence, 
„bout how much they paid somebody like a painter to let them, —the TV 
people, take their likenesses on film. By this time, the Hunter brain was 
going around,in circles nd all that I had. tried sohard to 
avoid, —an inflated concept in Clemence's mind that everybody on a foot 
of film must by the law of not re, recieve at least a million dollars for 
the appearance. I could only wonder at the effectiveness for unhappiness 
that a dumb bunny can really p o.iect without the si ightest intention 
of do ng so. I menti ned that about sixe to ten thousand dollars had been 
invested in the film and telecast time and asked her if she thought 
newspapers, radio and TV allotted space gratis and dded to the size of their 
investment by paying unknown people to let t em advertize their 

w a vres to boot. A million dollars wotth of free advertising . 

but the light suddenly dawned in her mind u nd she understood al, after having 
so successfully placed a dark cloud in Clemence ’sheart. .khat a bag 
and how.many angles there are to sweet charity. Mu3t break off. ble3S 
you agaCn for today’s lovely surprise and how nice it will be looking for the i 
you mentioned as being en route . 


Memorandum: 

The lovely hot /weather continues and I seem to 
be thriving under it. Yesterday 1 felt like "La Troisieme Jeunesse 
de Frau Prune", a sensation which was probably induced primarily 
by that foil question of M^ryPringle which is bound to 
have confused la Hunter. 

* "V ’• * <Y ■> • * O ' J ’ ’.'it- ' - * - — \ «• 

Rut a new day and a new perspective and I seemed twide as full 
of vim and vigor and somehow that always inclines f oi le to believe he 
has accomplished more although he probably hasten t. 

And then, too, there is always a positive ingredient when one begins 
the day with a laugh, and laugh I did this morning when I saw 
that rascal, Sam Brown, nawho,, forgetting that since he broke 
his leg last year, he has always had to hobble along with a cane, 
for this morning, in a flurry of excitement, he temporarily forgot 
his assumed limp and was skipping along the road, proud a s Punch 
of the 55 pound catfish he had fust dragged ashore from 
the surface of the river where thesuffocating of the fish goes on 
apace. I had never seen a 55 pound catfish and<, so was impressed 
by its appearance but not half so much as by.Sam s forgetfulness 
about his former broken leg. 

Carolyn passed this way last night, en route to Marshall. 

She plans to be heading for Baton *ouge again on Sunday and 
will pick me wp and whisk me to Nvthwestern and set me down again 
before heading on South. <. 

She said she has recently been to Angola, escorted by. 

Mr. Cozart, or some such, the prison expert who has been doing 
over the State penal instithions. She liked him but learned 
confidential ly that he is quitting his connections with the 
Administration , in August. <. 

This machine seems to be acting up and you may not be able to 
make much out of what I am writing, or trying to write, and 
so if a vast void suddenly developes, don't be surprised or 
alarmPdvhaps one this that is wrong are these or is these.terrible 
Denholme margins. 











" ;v.<* • 
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At super tonight, Pat told me he is getting a delivery 
of his new airplane tomorrow, 

Pat seemed vaguely s apprised when J answered in the 
affirmative to his invitation to take a ride with him, I 
have long wanted to get a good view of the loops and bends 
of Cane diver from Colfax to Natchitoches and since we shall 
be able to select our own time for such an exploration, I 
shall try to select a time when a slight could coverage will eliminate 
the glare, or a twilight hour when the surfrccce of 
the river should be pleasantly silvered to stand out in strength 
from the verdant margins , 

• 

It's so strange 1 can never recall the name of the 
negro college in /forth Louisiana, --G-rambling, or some such, 

I had a telephone from that quarter today, asking if the 
graduating class might visit Melrose on ffednesdayihe 11th, 

This will sandwich in a Wednesday afternoon between the 4th 
and the 18th, both of which were different Carden Club 
days from the Alexandria neighborhood, 

. ’ 1 A 

Some Baton Rouge negroes whom I do not . seem to know but 
who seem to know or know of me, I know not which, have 
been contemplating doing an annual Passion P ly somewhere in 
the baton Rouge area and some of them will cometo see me 
shortly, It is,curious how something one ponders upon, 
without discussing it wth a soul, will sometimes come 
to pass, mid since I have long envisioned a black Christ 
on o white cross, the idea of doing a Passion Piay, --making 
it an annual affair, - seemed perfectly natural when the 
idea came up, I understand some of the negroes 
intee'sted in the project are professiona people, - doctors, 
teachers and so on, and I’m wondering if so faraway from 
the Cane xi iv r country, the color variations, as between the 
black and the chocolate, makes any difference. If so, there 
will come the first tug of war, if I undertake anything 
in reference to the business, For it the color thing does 
exist, you may be sure the mulatto section will want 
the chielf roles whereas b envision a nice coal black Christ • 
and a mighty pale skinned Jwdas, 

Well, so things turn as this week end begins . It 
goes without saying that I hope the call of the great 
open spaces has already made itself felt in many a quarter 
and that a week end of quiet way prevade the neighborhood of 
Lyme,,,,,, 


Sunday, May 8th,. 19 55. 



Memorandum: 

. 

Our hot, dry weather continues a nd water faucets keep 
supplying more delicate garden things with sufficient volume 
to keep them growing, Well established things don't reqitre 
extra moisture but butterfly lilies, banana plants a.id vegetables 
respond appreciatively to the extra hand out, 

* » - 

Carolyn passed this way around 2 this afternoon and we 
headed for town forthwith, Frankly, I was.delighted with the 
-exhibition. The gallery in the FineArts Building is well lighted 
and as tb place is heavily carpeted it is quiet and comfortable 
to stroll about and the lighting is indifect from the ceiling, so 
that eveihing appears to advantage • 

I was delighted with the number of people attending and particularli 
their quality, 

K. 

I had never chanced to meet Orville Hanchey who heads the 
Art Lepurtment, It was his work that illustrated the 
Ford Times article a bout Christmas at Natchitoches last year. 

He is a tall, atheletic number and received us jointly with Ora 
on his right, 

We were n ble to view the 35 pictures, all of which appeared 
to especial advantage, I thought,, for they were mil framed 
and each had ample space without the necessity in any instance of 
oye hanging above the other. 

Before we had quite finished, however, vse began encountering 
other visitors and soon there was much bussing. There • 
was much gentry and a goodly number intellectuals.and a sprinkling 
of 



of avqrage qitisens, 

.11 £ : a ® a ■■ • ** - ; - - ' ' • > ‘- 

Dr, John Kyser sought me out to say how delighted he is 
that the college is having the exhibition, He said he is having all 
the pictures recorded on colored slides as a permanent record of 
,at least one exhibition which the college.will want to share with 
associate eduqational institutions across the country. 
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I was particularly glad to see Pat and his girl friend, 
Juanita,._ along with several other friends . Pat asked 
me if I would show him the ones I thought most interesting. 

I admonished him and his girl friend not to approach them with 
a view of either admiring or not admiring them but merely 
as something to find ente(entertaining) if any there 
should be to which they might re-act in such a fashion. Before 
they had progressed far, they both were having heaps of 
fun and Pat was expressing astonishment, too, and ended up 
by asking me if I thought I could buy one for him which he 
wanted to present to somebody in Baton &ouge. 


Monday, May 9th, 19 55 


Memroandum 


And it has been such a happy birthday, thanks to little Miss Lee 

The mail came a little earlier than usual this morning, 
affording me ample opportunity to unbundle the bundles of happiness 
coming my way. 


R. B. and Ora reminded us a bout supper, following the 
show and we,drove thee" d rectly. There rooms or lovely 
and spacious and pleasantly cool • We had a chance to have 
a drink before other guests arrived, including John and 
Thelma Kyser, Pat and Juanita,.Rosalind Aswell. 

Conversation was good and the buffet supper delicious, — 
sandwiches, a frten chicken salade sliced in inch square sticks, 
potato chips, cake and whatever drinks one wanted, and I wanted 
ice tea. Conversation, general ot times and sometimes 
in two's and three's, ran along gaily and it was 
after 8 before we said goodnight. 

. i 

I was delighted with the day, both as to the show a ?id to 
the supper. 


I couldn t resist giving a spin to Le Petit Prince of 
Antoine de St. Exupery, marvelously recorded y n harmony with the 
quality of the composition f a nd the Ch a nson d *Auvergne which are 
pure sights in the folk tale section and charmingly rendered by 
Mi S3 Reed. I had not heard these before and foutid it 
great fun running through them the first time to whet my apetite 
for Tender Leaf time tonight mhen we have had our little 
chat and the mail has been accomplished. I might add, parenthetically, 
that the stiff dark board which insured s a fe traveling for the 
package, is going to serve little Miss C'lemence as a canvas 
one of these days but she doesn't know it. 

And may 1 say how noble of you ,to have tracked down the copies 
of the Hunter "Look", I shall write Blythe topight^lling her 
of your kindness and asking her for the . address of her grand¬ 
son in the University of Virginia or where ever the place 
is. I am delighted to have the other copy for myself .. 

But the gaiest item in the entire package was the birthday 
greeting, so gay in Us original deisgn, so delightful in the 
Lyme overtones, for I nearly fell out ken I encountered 
Yucca and the potton fields so unexpectedly. That really 
was 0 surprise and I love it. 

s ■■ 

This eveing I got amind to your nice fat letter. The 
message, as expressed in words and in zinnia seeds of so abundant 
a variety, delight my soul. I shall be planting the seed 
a t dawning, and thanks to your thoughtfulness in prepatng 
them so adroitly, I shall be. able to know what I a m planting 
without ever gding a word on the packages. 

It was so thoughtful of you to interpret Bob's letter for 
me and now I can readily understand how I missed the Sunday 
broadcast.. As for the film, I believe it will.be shown on 


You will aIre dy have received the clipping I a m 
sending by air when I post this letter. I thought Miss 
''acDonald handled the subject nicely and I especially 
n pprec iated her adroitness in handling the Old Age Pension 
matter so that the Welfare Office couldn't come down like 
a ton of brick on Clemence. I 3hall drop Miss MacDonald 
a note of apprec iation tonight and another to Alamo 
Landsford on behalf of the artist for the Delgado show. 

Cur Sundqy dinner today was especially pleasant, —just 
J. H., Pat and I, —Celeste and Madam Regard being in South 
Louisiana. Pat had read me the Shreveport article just 
before dinner and J. H. was pieased that the pecane matter was 
mentioned in the article. He said he never knew before that 
I had studied Internation Law and we slid along over 
such points as "Law of Ultimate Destination", etc., about 
which he knew little or nothing but was musxually interested. 

But now I.must attend to the mail and then fold up my beard 
uihat with gardeners to attend to in the morning before I whisk 
away little Miss Clemence to see the Northwesteir exhibit. 

I /jaue thought of Lyme so fre uently today, ho ping 
a measure of leisure obtained in that quarter . 
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an II, BC program, first, and why I said "an" instead of 
"a IIBC", I wouldn't know. If purchased by Hollywood, I shall 
be able to secure a schedule of Hew York releases, I believe, 

I'm so glad the pot and pan section is working 
alright. How much your sentitments mean to me when expressing 
the thought that we might use them to the ultimate, 
by stirring up q business together. Being a profound believer 
in miracles, 
the thought. 


< « i 


I'm not ever dreaming of relinquishing 


I got my friend, Father Roble of St, Augustin's, to 
drive little Miss Hunter and me to town this morning, Carolyn, 
having departed at 5:15 a,m, for where ever. Father Roble is 
so kind and I was delighted that the ,' ladies acorss the 
fence were in South Louisiana so we might go to college, as it 
were, without being pressed for time, Clemence 
was perfectly delighted with all she had to see, .the bettoy 
of the gallery and the excellence of the framing, hanging, etc. 

On our arrival, the head of the department greeted me cordially 
but lapsed into an .adequate but formal : "How do you do, Clementine" 
to Clemence, I had assumed the head of the department element 
might find itself cut trhough by the element of artist to artist 
influence but it jdidn't, and it really didn't matter, what with 
quite a group of people, to my surprise, abitready 

viewing the exhibition, In two minutes, Clemence had a gallery traili 
behind her like a prize golfer and throughout she felt perfectly aecurj 
in my close company. Many of the pictures of years t a ck she had 
forgotten, as we may forget having written a letter of a decade 
b a ck, and her delight was bubbling, I asked her many a 'question about\ 
the different char a cters appearing in her works, how she'had come 
to select this or that subject, eto,, etc,, and the gallery behind 
us, respectful and 3ilent as a pin was entranced at all they 
h a d to hear. After we had made a*complete round, a secretary 
asked me if I would kindly sign the register, I shid I should 
be delighted, accepted the pen. handed to me, and turning to 
the artist, -~ t to her surprise and the amazement of the gallery, asked 
if she t wouldn t t write her name. She said, —and this delighted me, 
that s‘he didn t think she could write out her whole, name but she 
could mark down her initials, I. told her that would be even better, 
whereupon she made a sizeable "C H", aft r which.I appended my 
name, 1 hope in the line below. She was naturally pensive as we 
left the Fine A rtp uilding and headeed through the leafy avenues 
of the campus in Father Roble's car. She rested her forehead on the 
palm of her hand, — "studying" about all she had seen and 
the memories it evoked. We brought her back the old river road, 
and tonight. I'll bet, she's pointing like she never painted before. 
And now I must turn to the mail and then to Auvergne and le Petit 
Prince a'- l d 'when folding times comes, my birthday will have been so ha 
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uesday, May 10th, 1955, 


Memorandum: 

K - 

Our dry, hot weather continues and the Weather Bureau continues 
to promise "widely scattered showers" for the morrow, 

'rwo unexpected wrinkles of no' importance turned up today but 
I shall report them merely because they are on the unusual 
side, 

rt , , . ' <A i ’ 

T saw the ladies, back from South Louisiana, at the coffee hour, 
this morning. As I departed, I was presented with a big gift, 
a bout the side of a large hat box, and beautifully wrapped in soj't 
yellow paper and tied with a perfectly lovely pompom of slightly 
darker yellow ribbon. On presenting it to. me. Celeste said 
it was a birthday gift from her and Madam Regard but that there 
was one string attached, —after I had' removed the contents, she 
would like to have the box b a ck as she had in mindmaking use 
of it for wrapping a wedding present. 

And so I marched home in quite a hurry, as I had people 
waiting for me, and finally along after noon, got a round to open 
it, which wasn't easy, since I was supposed to save the ribbon, paper 
and box. After half an hour, however, I was successful for 
the box, fully a foot in diameter, perhaps a foot and a half, 
was well tied up, but I managed it without damaging anything, 
n fter which, having removed the contents, 1 returned same to 

the ladies and they were altogether delighted to get it back, 

* 

"his big box had contained four tiny wine glasses, duplicating 
those received at'Christmas in a package one tenth the size of today '3 
package, that in the world do you~suppose impelled them to 
wrap up such a gift in such a huge container, 

"his afternoon I had a very interesting chat with a gentleman 
of color, en route from South Louisana to some place in Texas, 

He had telephoned to inquire if he might see me and while taking a 
look at me, he had an opportunity to make a little tour of 
Melrose of which he had heard before but never visited. He had 
something semi-confidential to report to me on his expressed hope I 
would not repeat it to anyone who mightmention it in colored 
educational circles, Haturally I gave him my promise • 

.. .4 n<\«r *- I * rr «t hi 

»1J • ♦ ♦ 
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• i i 

The thing that happened seems to have been somewhat 
along this line : 

4 group of colored educators were talking about conferring 
3 ii honorary degree, through a colored college, on some white 
person, known to have a sympathetic mind in non- rac ^ a ^- matters, 

My name was brought up as having done something regarding three 
ladies of color, meriting the admiration of colored and white people 
alike, —Marie ‘■herese, heretofore unknown, Eliza Greenfield, totally 
forgotten and little Miss Hunter of whom nobody had heard tell, as it 
were. But mulatto members were OV pOsed to anyone who had brought 
forth such an extraordinary triology # There were several 
reaso?is of varying importance, such as, that all three women fell 
into the■strictly negro group, which the mulatto,Members resented, 

The trouble with Marie Therese in particular'was that she hailed • 
from Africa and nobody wanted to think about the Bark Bontine nt* 

The Black Swan was to be frowned upon no only because she was negro 
but also because she was once a slavb and nobody w a nted to be 
reminded of that, , As for Clemence, she is nothing to be proud 
of because she doesn't read or' write, 

One can readily' see what a big help someone like me 
would be in trying to give a lift to the second class citizens, serving 
up three such -courses • 

‘ ■ ;* • / • ' “ ' \ 

,T ow right was John Erskine when he had one of his’-ch .racters 
in "Helen of 1 roy" remarks that just as the world seems 
to be getting civilized, somebody unexpectedly suggests we all 
go on a picnic, 

t 

This evening, along about first dark, I had a funeral beneath 
the old Washingtonia Robusta palm. Outer Mongolia had some kittens 
in the old store two or three weeks ago, 4s she dines on the 
front gallery at Yucca, it seems as though she selected a mighty 
remote place for her lying-in business. After brSaJtfast, she 
would usually walk along in front of me as I would head for 
the front gate, and then turn off to pass out the Grade A milk. 

But she didn't seem ?uite so well today and, to my surprise, 
she brought all her kittens all the way over here this evening, 
which must have been quite a hauling job, s all had to be carried 
in her mouth. She had finished the job just as I left for supper 
a nd was sitting 0 n the gallery. On my return I found her dead 
in the pathway by the big old sugar pot t It hasn't exactly 
a, death-bed gift she had handed me in delivering the children 
thus but I shall accept it as such and do my best to see them 
properly reared, ut now to turn to the mail and after that 
a little round with Auvergne,,,,,, 
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Wednesday, May 11th, 19 55. 


Memorandumi 

Cur warm weather continues but the scene was slightly different 
today as to lighting effects as it was cloudy and one it almost, 
but not quite, sprinkled, I shall be holding the thought 
it may make up its mind by tomorrow as it remains cloudy 
tonight. 

It is my understanding that the ladies across the fence 
n ttended the Hunter show at North estern today, I never 
did see them this morning as they had departed before the coffee hour 
and m y day ims too busy after that to establish contact. 

The Northwestern State College Library telephoned 
me this afternoon. It is, of course, quite a separte 
Department from that of the Eine Arts and the respe ctive 
organizations are housed in buildings far removed from each other. 

What the Library wanted to tell me was that it is starting 
a Hunter file and asked me if 1 could give them dates on various 
publications carrying references to her work • I could, 

Rosalind telephoned this afternoon, inviting me to have 
supper with her and her mothf Madam Hightower of Georgia, 
but naturally I declined, Sunday night s frolic 
ou$ht to last me for at least another 10 or 25 years, 

r 

The thought occured to me that it might be nice for 
Clemence to fa ve a little sheet, similar to the one about the 
Cane Hiver series, nhich would carry a reprint of the Picayune, or 
rather the Shreveport ■ i imes article, using the cut 
Charles Cunningham msed in the Natchiotches Times, showing 
the Baptisin' be longing to the lady doqtor, Clemence could give 
these to visitors when people come to her house to see her Art Exhibiti 
I telephoned Charles to ask how much it would cost to make such 
a reprint in view of his possession of the Baptisin' cut and 
he promised to quote me after he had examined the length 
of the article, asking me in the mean time if I would 
secure permission for the reprint from the Shreveport Times, 

I.imagine the work might be done for n bout the price of one of 
the Hunter can ases and, if so, I shall sell one of mine and 
thus be able to balance the business a droitly and with dispatch, 
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Thursday 


A letter in tod a y's post from Magaret McDonald states that 
she wishes to do the story of the Cane a iver plates forthwith, 
a nd she requests additional prticulars. I am so glad to 
h a ve the photographs of the Hatches and Feliciana seriestoo, 
s nee T shall send them along, hoping they may there bye secure 
a d a b of free advetising, She mentions her intention to try to 
sell the Clemence story to other publications and the Cane River 
one as mil. That ought to give Carolyn quite a jolt, My 
effort will be to walk the tight rope sufficiently carefully so 
a s to sell historical items through the medium of, a Shreveport 
Times special feature item without advancing enough data to 
provide a story for a national maga-&IHE, 


Memorandum 


Ihis was one of those pleasant, busy days, at the . 
close of which one feels more tired than usual because of the 
consciousness that nothing in particular ha$ been accomplished, 

My time, all around the clock, seems to have been 
cluttered with people and while I welcomed the contacts with some, 
most of such pleasures were somehow cancelled out by the 
presence of too many people at some given point of time, 

I suppose I have always inclined to favor individual contacts 
but as time goes on, I sense that there is something almost futile 
in spending one's time trying to extract some kind of pleasure out 
of human ingredients that seem to have no particular inclination 
to coalesce • . 


he Gramb'ling people came this afternoon by bus. They 
were all negroes, youths and maidens around-18 or 20, I suppose. 

It was ji 1 m wonderfully new to all of them the sight of 

a plantation beyond the front gate and the history of the 

place which seemed even more wo.derful to them, They had 

come the one hundred odd miles from where ever Gramb'ling is situated 

a nd made this thir first port of call, I knots not where 

else they may have gone, perhaps the sight of one or the other 

of the historical forts to the Uorth and >iest of Hatchitoches, 

thf colonial,cemetery or some such I thought it 

very kind of them to telephone me J'rom town, late in the evening, 

just before heading b a ck for home, merely to say how much 

they had enjoyed their Melrose visit, 

, What with one thing and another, I haven't started reading 
a nything during the■past couple of days but perhaps I shall get 
to it this week end What I remember most about the end of 
"All Vuiert or rather "A Stillness at Appomatax" was the fact 
that the book ends just before Grant and Lee meet to arrange 
surrender terms leading one to think that a more dpprorpiate 
title might have been selected, something such as Big Up¬ 
roar to Appomatax" # The military leader who seemed to 
emerge most clearly in this volume seems to be Phig Sheridan, 


Of course it was good to see Robina and Miss ellie (Ragan), 

I thought they both looked wonderful although I noticed 
that Robina's hands had a tendency to shake all the time. 

For the life of me, I can't imagine why those two gals, knowing the 
local set up, carried out their notion to drag some woman with 
them to whom the place meant nothing and who obviously lacked 
all capacity to comprehend anything about it. Had the two 
ladies come together, it would have been so pleasant to .invite 
them to dine with us but since thry brought along the extra nwjber, 
I didn t bother in invite the three of them and so they came 
after dinner, 

<• f ( -t \ ia d K ' V *( aV ( t Vi' - r , aV 

• " 

"'hey had take.: the opportunity of visiting Clemence ’s show 
at the college before coming down here and were astonished 
at its attractiveness. 


D ut before dinner, just as I was waving goodbye to some departing 
pilgrims, Lionel Jeanmard drove in and so w a s here for dinner x t noon, 
I enjoyed the opportunity to chat with him during the meal and 
immediately 'afterward, on coming to Yucca, he asked if that lady 
who did the painting was still alive and seemed suprised when I said 
she was. He must have read the Times Picayune review of her exhibit 
at the Delgado, for, as I recall, that was all written in the past 
tense and somehow did give one the impressioji that the work referred 


I watered the zinnias again tonight and even found myself 
expecting to see them pmhing up some greenery although they have 
been planted buta couple of days, Lut what with the heat currently 
obtaining and water being administered, they will be putting in an 
appearance a bove ground almost any time, I reckon,! .. 







1 
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Mm.morandum 


On our return here, Robina, Miss Uellie „na zneir jriena wei 
waiting on the gallery, and a s they came in, Celeste arrived wit) 
a Mrs. Wright in tow „ Mrs. Wright, a heneyville n mber, 
was precisely of the same personality as Robina's friend, and, 
so far as I know, neither the one nor the other has uttered a wo\ 
up to now. With such a odd collection of people, nobody got anyi 
a nd Lionel had had enough,of it before very long and I was 
delighted when Robina and Miss Nellie asked for a tour in wfiich 
Celeste and Madam Wright participated a nd I gues everybody exc < 

Cel ste was glad when the thing was over. 

‘ telephone call from Ora brought an interesting bit of 
infornation. Rosalind at telephoned me last night and naturally 
enough fell to talking a bout the Northwestern show and about the 
personality of the artist, —a?i interest that seamed a little 
unusual to me since I realised at the time that she had never vi 
Clemence in spite of the number of times she has invaded the Can 
River country although she now asked me if 1 would take her ther 
sometime real 3oon. 

, ^ 

With this in mind, you may readily imagine .how impressed I 
when Ora told me that Rosalind had just contacted her to get ( 
the date of the .June l&th, 19 53 issue of Look, --which Ora didn 
know, a nd that Rosalind told Ora she had contacted 
Colliers bout doing an article 
asked her to provide them with some 

done in the Cax _ v ‘ 

doing one under Madam Aswell's pen 
has a right to do articles on a ny subject he pleases but 1 do 
think Rosalind was a little snide in casting about for material 
on the subject from me without elling .me to begin with that she 
wanted to try her hand at an article. 

What with Margaret McDonald, Rosalind Aswell and C. Ramsey 
all fishing in the same tub of water for a wh a le, it seems to me 
the knowledae of this effort on the par,t of the one, --that is, Carolyn 


Mow nice to find your letter of the 9th in today's 
post, and how noble af you, in view of all the pressures from 
up town and down, to find time for a little chat. 

’ 

I am sorry the impending week end is going to be another sham 
but I shall continue holding the thought that a peaceful one May 
eventuate regardless, if given enough time. 

■ 

Until that happy week end arrives, I pray you not to try to 
write for I shall assume that things rock along much as usual 
until I hear from you and it will make me so much happier to 
know that you are conserving your strength for the "must stuff n du 
these hectic times. 
uS 

I am glad the package you mentio ed arrived on Friday. I am 
hoping circumstances were such that,you could manage it alright al 
thought I fear that since there could be no jaunt, you may have 
encountered some difficulties but I am hoping not • 

» 0 * i.4 £5'- i 18 \ w 4* a: r “ Oi- O i. * 4 A ? C. .. * * r ltA t. A TUBA?. 

As 'for what may turn up locally for the impending week end, 

L haven t any idea. The weather man this morning g n ve the five 
day forecast and it was just a slice of that which Has been 
obtaining since Easter, —continued hot and dry. 

Although the new Parish library in Natchitoches has been 
functioning for about a year, it is going to have its official 
opening on Sunday. As a member of the State Board, I suppose 


on Clemence and that Colliers had 
• notion as to how much had been 
Look article before they would ‘decide a fcout 

i. Personally, T think any'ody 







_ _ 
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I know you were as delighted as I that a card from Madam 
Marco indicated she is able to take pen in hand again. My 
secretary pointed out that the address on this card was s imply to 
Lestan and that no last name appeared which is of no consequence 
but may indicate a vague pre-occupation of the mind of the writer 

on personal concerns . 

* 

I thought Dor a 's letter entertaining both about la t 
Storm and also about the gift item from Harnett Kane, the pages 
in some sections of the book being printed upside down. Surely 
he was a ble to get these job lots for next to nothing which 
ought to suit a person of his calibre just perfectly. 

% 

The letter from Margaret McDonald spoke for itself. I was so 
happy to have some photographs of plates to send her, thanks to 
the generosity of little Miss Lee. I wrote her a few pages 
of stuff which she might want to use in the Shrefeport article. 

I think Carolyn is going to be surprised when an<] if she ever sees the 
Shreveport paper carrying that article. L haven t heard dx from her 
this 'week so 1 assume she must have become lost in the political 
labyrinth of Baton Rouge or perhaps she is in Pirates Alley or 
California or any old pace, knowing her ability to fly about as 
we do. ( 

Somebody representing a concern making slides in color for school 
distribution, —a Missouri concern, passed this way by appointment today. 
The collection being made allows but 81 film or slides for each State. 
Five subjects were decided on for this Parish, leaving only 26 slides 
for the balance of Louisiana which seems disproportionate to me but 
that is there business. In this Parish, —I think there are 6 7 in all, 
they took a likeness of the statue of Uncle Jack and the circular 
staircase in town and pecane trees, Yucca and the African House 
at Melrose I turned them loose after showing them a bout and 
the only shot I saw them preparing was Doreatha, the cook, in 
a red and wtiite checkered dress, a big yellow day lily draped over 
one ear and the African House in the background with much blue 
sky and 3 ome big white clouds over all. The thing must havve 
been colorful to say the least. 

• 

My day has been fairly busy and I have quite a lot of mail 
to knock out before collapsing for the ender Leaf hour when I 
shall dip into Overstreet'3 "The Mind Alive as my mind begins to 
fall asleep . 



____ 
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Sunday, May 15th,1955. 


Memorandum : 

A full week end but withal pleasant in spite of the drought, 
what with no distracting Henrys about. 

Dr. Rand telephoned me Saturday afternoon on two 
counts : 

J • . % . w I •* V - I .. »••. •- » • ' . I ■) . , t 1 i jh V ^ Xv. !• Jp 1 \ . 

first, he wanted to say that,KALB - TV station, Alexandria, had 
contacted him to say they are i;i receipt of the Melrose film and 
will telecast it shortly, advising him 84 hours in advance. 

He, in turn, will t elephone me while I, in turn, will telephone 
town, and there seems to be a heap of turnin in the whole business. 

Carolyn telephoned from Baton Rouge last night to ask for 
some d^,ta on some of the free lance work she is doing outside 
the 81 scripts she is doing. She is qs busy as a bee, she said but 
is getting allong alright. She.doesn t know when she will get b a ck 
this way, —perhaps before the end of the month, perhaps following 
summer vacation.. And that, of course, is ai other way of saying 
after the Wenks and the Joe Henrys have come and gone. 

It was pleasant to learn that the Houston Chronicle has 
taken the Hunter article. I guess this is the one I did 
under the title of Miracle at Melrose although I have half 
forgotten. 

The fact that the Houston Chronicle has accepted this is going 
to be a blow, I fear, both to Margaret McLonal and to Rosalind 
Aswell,for I suppose bqth ladies had their eye on that paper 
for the stories they contemplated since both, 1 believe, hade written 
for Madam Hobby's paper before. 

he news of the Chronicle's acceptance, along with the 
illustrations which Carolyn had sent in, impelled me to recommend 
to her that she might be able to beat la McDonald from her 



I 
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starting point at the Shreveport X'imes with the story about 
the Cane^iuer series of plates, although it would be r emarkable 
if the same lady, writing for the Shreveport paper could have two 
articles in a row beaten when starting them off for the Houston 
chronicle • 

I think it in t he nature of a crime to uggest such a thing 
as rounding out said article to Carolyn at this time when she is 
so busy but it would seem she accomplishes more when she is pressed 
for time and Heaven ,knows she has been long in getting to the 
Cane^iver series. Of course I should w e'lcome the publicity these 
plate3 might get since I have a couple of invoices coming up 
from Rock Hall shortly and I imagine that both the Shreveport article, 
currently impending and the Houston one which might be realised, 
might turn a couple of sales in the direction of Cane River after 
either or both come to print- 


Memorandum • 

j •• # * • 0 r J 

At midnight the heavens labored and brought forth a 
dab of moisture, --about half an inch, 1 think, and this 
evening around six, they repeated the performance• *-nd as an 
bnclnch was precisely what everybody wanted, everybody is slap 

flippy about the situation. 

* / 

• i - 1 ' • 1 '* 

Dr. Rand telephoned this afternoon to say that the 
Melrose film will be broadcast over Alexandria's KALB Station 
tomorrow night, --Tuesday, at six fourty five. Something 
tells, me I shall not hear E. Roscoe Murrow tomorrow evening. 


And speaking of Ed. Murrow, the static was so tremendous 
tonight, I couldn't hear his program although I gathered from 
an occasional word slipping in between the crashing that . 

Larry Laseur is substituting for him. Mr. Murrow must be hiding 
somewhere. . - <. 


Two commentaries on the Clemence business are vaguely 
amusing. One mulatto complained to another who chanced to be a 
friend of mine and reported the tirade that she couldn't understand 
why I should bother to have engineered all the publicity for 
Clemence that I did in the She'vport paper since Clemence is 
a negro and everybody knows the. mulattoes are much more worth 
of white people's attention. 

. t t 

The other had to do with some bag in twon uAsom I do 
not k\iow. She was complaining to somebody that although the newspapers 
gave the impression that I had sponsored the Hunter shows, she, her¬ 
self had known about Clemence 's paintings for more than a year back ,— 
long before I had known her. It chanced that as the one 
person complained, the other was glancing at the Melrose 
Plantation plate hanging on the wall, gentling taking the 
startch out of the comp'lain^r and her priority by pointing 
to the preceoes of Clemence s house on that plate itch was 
brought out, the first of the series, more than the 
year back which the bag had claimed. Isn't it astonishing 
how people can,have so much time and inclination to quibble 
over such tomfoolery. 

Father Callahan and Father Roble came to see me this afternoon. 
Father Caluahan brought 2 5 copies of his book on St. Augustin's 
Church,asking me to sell them for him if I could . 

And so the week plays out aud so we begin a new one. Yours has 
been a busy a ek end. May you get a break on the next go-round...... 


The lady doctor called me tonight. She said she didn t have 
anything in particular to say except to remark on the fact 
that she was casting backward glances at the last weeks of her 
pregnency which is the only months in recent years when people 
actually left her alone for a few hours. She said she is going 
much too fast but thinks she will live out the summer alright 
if too many people don't decide to get stricken in the middle 
of the night. She also mentioned how much fun w she had today 
with Clemence's brother who, it seems, is her yard man. Frankly, 

I didn't know Clemence had a brother in Hatchitoches al¬ 
though old John Ruben, her papa who lived near the spillway 
half a century ago had dozens of children, according to 
J. H, Well, anyway, the lady doctor reported that early this 
afternoon when about to have a cup of coffee, she called in 
the yard man to give him a dab of the same brew and she took 
the opportunity to read him the Shreveport Times article of 
\fay 8th. She 3aid she played a trick on him by throwing in 
ai extrasentence here and there which co,'fused him wonderfully, as 
for example, when she. remarked : 
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"you see, it seems to say here that your sister is getting 
plum famous and that you are getting to be just no account at 
all ." 

m hen she let him know she was improvising and they had a great time 
laughing together, She says he is forever coming to the office and 
asking the nurse if the lady doctor will let him have two or three 
dollars for this and that and that usually he gets pretty high 
on the borrowings but, miraculous to relate, he never fails to 
come around within.a day or so and pay back the borrowed money, 

* 

She asked me to come to dine with her and Don, Having 
accepted Lra's invitation, I seem to have established 

grounds for complaint on the part of other would be hosts and hostesses. 
On thing is certain, I shall make no^other exceptions than Cr's 
and the''lady doctor's, in my determination to "stay put". 

From the racket going on outside,. I take it that 
our thunder storm has paid us a return visit and so has the 
rain. Last night I go it only about half of "Meet the 
Press" which I regretted as I wanted to hear what the German 
Ambassador, the guest, would have to report. But when static 
made listening impossible, I told myself I could catch up with 
the same program on Monday night at 1 0:30, over Y/HO , Des 
Moines, but at that time I hadn't dreamed we would have 
another electric visitation 84 hours later. 


Tuesday, May 17th, 19 55 


Memorandum 


Cur rain last night stretched itself into 
an inch and a quarter and whole cape jessamine .bushes 
which had been laggardly supporting buds, long over due 
for blossoming, came into flower over night. And 
the day was pretty that followed and there was no dust for 
a change and everything was lovely. 

This morning I sent word for Clemence to come see me, 
A grandchild reported that she was at the camp. It seems 
Blythe came up and Clemence was over there, getting things 
scrubbed up for tomorrow's party, 

» 

Celeste and J, H, had asked me if I didn't propose 
bringing her to see the film at 6:45. I told them I did 
but that such hopes were .never certain until .they had 
been realised, and so, an hour before TV time, I 
betook myself to her cabin. There was nobody there, 

I took off across the cotton fields to the R a nd 
camp. No Clemence, As it was by then approaching time 
for the program, I moseyed home and one of her 
neighbors came a-jumpin', saying Tee-B a y was home, I sent 
her. She was not home, having gone with her helper, 

Atman jiemo, to call on Little River friends, 

By then it was time for me to jump across the 
frence, as it were, and I did so, J. H, had asked several 
of the men, just in from the field, to see the 
film, --Log, Charlies 1 urner, Ezra, Claude Clyde Emmett 
Davis and so on. 


I am so glad the reading machine is not effected by 
the weather, thus enabling me to have a go at Les Chansons d'jiuvergne at 
a ny old time I please or dipping into some sleep inducing 
volume which never fails to start my head nodding, if the subject 
matter doesn't seem up to snuff, 

ihe day's post brought a letter from Dora idh.ich I did not finish 
reading before a u interruption knocked out secretarial assistance. 

I thought it kind of him to send along a check of twenty dollars 
to help defray expenses incurred in putting on the 
Northwestern show. It goes without saying, of course, that 
I shall return it forthwith for the show was engineered 0 »d paid 
for in advance of its opening He mentioned that Kay had returned 
from California and something „bout her wanting to return 
to the ^olden ii'est again, Hummmmmmmm .. 


. And so the film came on and I thought it rather good 
but rather dark, and cut so much, I scarcely recognized 
the continunity. Celeste thought it "darling" and J, H, 
said it was alright p,nd Dan didn't say anything and 
that was that, 

• : . •; •: . i-. o 

I returned to Yucca promptly afterwards and two minutes 
later, Clemence appeared. She said she had brought a message 
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from Mrs. Hand, inviting Celeste, J.H. and me to dine at 
the camp tomorrow. Celeste is having a party, I am 

qj.ite sure she cannot accept. In fact, she is h a ving one 
Party at home from 5:30 until 5 and then chases to town at 
great speed to attend a supper party somebody in town 
is giving. And J. H. doesn't like to go out to 
cine at noon. As I had already a ccepted the Hand invitation 
extended last week or sometime back, I shall be the only one 
of the local citisenery present. 

» 

I told Clemence I had been casting about the cotton 
patch for her in hopes she might see the picture. 

She said she wanted to go to kittle *'iver and that she would 
probably see the picture some other time anyway. To that 
I agreed, delighted, withal, that she did not seem in 
ihe least disappointed that she had missed the show. I 
suppose she must be about the only star of a film who 
never did see herself on the screen and is really quite in¬ 
different about the whole thing. Somehow it 
a ll rminds me of a criticism somebody once >made of 


of 

one of her pictures of a cttitan Wagon, drawn by a mule and 
driven by a field hand, for the critic remarked that 
the man in the picture appeared larger\ than the mule to 
which the artist concurred, remarking without intention of 
flippancy but nevertheless delivering a devastating 
wallop that, "come to think of it,, most mens I know is 
more important tha a mule". I sure liked that. one. 


T didn't get far with either yesterday's mail or todays, 
nlthough I did .lance at , an air mail from Bora which 
I sh^.11 enclose. The latter part suggests that The 
Bluff isn't likely to remain, a resting place for Dora very 
long. 


As for Miss ^enhome 's note, it speaks for itself. 

• 

, ,1 believe a Talking Books Topics came to hand in print 

form today. If I can set hand to it, I shall enclose it 
herewith. Tomorrow will be a bang-up day, I reckon, what 
with going out to dinner and then having a flock of people 
here in the afternoon. I shall read a little to ight 
but probably fold comparatively early, and may as much be said 
for Lyme .... 


Wednesday, May 18th, 1955. 


Memorandum: 

, &very once in a while everything seems to get all mixed up 
and certain people all confused. At the moment I am both. 

One contributing factor to this is the fact that 
1 901 around to^ open the second of two air mail letters coming to 
hand the other day from Dora. In the one I opened a couple of days 
back, there was a check for tw nty dollars, a s a gesture of sharing 
some Oj the expenses incurred in putting on the Delgado and 
Northwestern shows. I was touched by his generoisty, thanked him 
n nd returned, the check 9 of coursem 

And today, in opening tfte second letter which had arrived at 
the same time as the other, I find a check for fifty dollars with 
the sample notation: "Happy Birthday". 

//o “ l f * unt "HI ie had sent five million, I should have thought 
that quite alright and rushed off to the first bank I encountered 
for t.ie cashing, oat fifty dollars from v ora is something else again. 

4»a another letter of a couple of days b a ck, still unopened, was fr 
^lO'iel veanmard. I took it to be a halik You note, following his 
visit of last Thursday. 

This morning, I was expecting Dr. Hand at 10 o'clock. I 
saw someone approaching Yucca and went out to greet him, only to 
discover it was Lionel aeanmard. He said he had written me 
that he was bringing Madam Jeanmard and Madame roussard up here 
on hursday morning and that they were whisking me off to Natchitoches 
to h a ve luncheon with them. 

had agreed to speak at the Hand camp luncheon on grandiflora, 

1 oouldn t think of accpeting the Jeamard invitation. But Dr. Hand 
arrived-and as Madame Jeanmard is a daughter of Dr. Hand's former 
P ^ ' , as a11 are friends, it was arranged for the Lafayette 

contingent to go and have a quick look at Natchitoches and return 
to the camp for the luncheon. The latter, as usual, was a banquet, and 














: * • 
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there w re lots of people but not nearly enough to balance off the 
mountains of food. There were three sefvants scurrying n bout, 
twa from .the Alexandria household and Clemence from here. 

^nd between this paragraph and the above, Carolyn telephoned from 
Baton Rouge. She is planning to pass this way on Thursday , the morrow, 
and then go to .'lew Orleans for the week end. The point of coming up 
here before leaving for the Crescent City is to have me lend her 
a hand on the article for O’olliers and to get some pictures for 
gi article on the C a ne “iver series to send to the Houston 
Chronicle She seems to be cooking up something with Took Magazine 
in mind, making use of pictures Sister Frances Jerome didn't use 
in her book on the mulatto situation. How the SI scripts covering 
virtues of the Kennon Administration are going, if any, I didn't 
ask. I don't see how she can pos^sibly do much of a job 
on them, what with .all the other stuff that is brewing, although 
the v rious items outside the SI scripts is stuff that has been 
pretty well whipped together in d a ys gone bye. She doesn't 
want to send the stuff in w ithout having my name with her on the "By Line 
but I insist on on remaining annomous, and, parenthetically, 
mighty curriously spelled to boot. 

Ora telephoned this* morning to say she had seen the TV broadcast, 
and found the pictures rather on the dark side but was delighted that 
it had been accomplished and that at least two of the Henrys had seen it. 
I have heard not a peep from either of them a bout it but I am 
forever hoping that if the place is viewed a sufficiently number of 
times by them in varying perspectives, a dim light may eventually 
dawn on them that there is really something to ^e'lrose that is 
worth a second thought. 

* 

Celeste was perfectly delighted this morning when I took 
her an armful of grandiflora magnolias to decorate with for her 
afternoon party. She planned using cape jessamine as the 
dominant floral decors but later in the morning sent to ask if she 
might have an armful of day lilies in different color combinations. 

I could supply them, "hen I passed by for coffee, she asked me 
to see her floral arrangements. I thought them very lovely but 
found it odd that in placing half a do 2 en grandiflora magnolias 
in a silver pitcher in the fireplace in the living room, she had 
placed a fine mesh fire screen in front of the opening, 
thus guaranteeing few people would ever see them and at the same time 
guarvanteeing that all their perfume would go up the chimney. 

Her party ended at 5:30 and she wasoff to another party in town by 6. 

• 

'nd so all of us squirrels go 'round and 'round and now I 
go to bed...... 


Thursday, May 19th, 2955. 


Memorandum: 

A quieter day th a n yesterday, thanks primarily to 
a slow dri 2 s'le this afternoon, continuing into tonight. 

I had an opportunity to run through some outstanding mail 
this morning and although none of it appears very vital, 

I shall send along a couple of samples herewith or under 
separate cover. 

While we were.in the midst of dinner, —Eugene and 1, - 
he remarked that tw gentlemen were coming in the front gate. 

I stepped out in the direction of the big oak and was astonished 
to encounter, —of all people, —Clif yrd and his friend, Guy. 

hey had been in South Louisiana vacationing and were 
heading toward Shrevport when they stopped off here to 
say Howdy. They would not par ake of food but did h a ve 
a spot of coffee and were then off again on their homeward 
journey. I heard no news of,interest and suppose 
I delivered nothing too fascinating for their delectation. 

Carolyn came sometime before supper and we dove straight into 
the article designed for Colliers. It seems to me it 
„22 fitted rather neatly together but that is not saying 
that Colliers will think so. Frankly, I wish we might 
beat Rosalind to publication .in that magazine in view of 
the somewhat snide way she went about getting information on 
Clemence t If she dashes off her articles for magazine with 
the same speed she finishes portraits, it will prob a bly 
be years before she really gets going. 

I learned from Carolyn that somebody in the Baton Rouge office 
sees Margaret McDonald frequently in Shreveport and I'm 
sorry Carolyn let the person know she was in communication 
with Houston and its Chronicle on the Clemence story. 

Cf cours, t/ie Houston article has been contracted for but 
I should have been qs happy if l a McDonald didn't know that 
until after the Cane River series o . plates has been 
printed in the Shreveport Paper . I g a ve Carlyn some photos of 
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Friday, May SOth, 19 55 


the Cane M "iver series to go with the Houston article to be 
submitted, I think it possi le the Cane ^iver series might 
be considered too much a pure Louisiana subject for Texas 
readers but it will do no harm to submit the article 
regardless since it is about all wrapped up anyway, 

interested to 'learn that Margaret McDonald got two 

journalism last year, wtiich 

writer in a field wherein 


Memorandum: 

Another day, another week approaches its close 
and I'm pleasantly tired and shall not be sorry, although we 
need no moisture at the moment, if the leather Bureau's pre¬ 
diction proves correct, --windely scattered showers 
for Saturday, 

Last night the rain gage measured a rainfall of 
five eights pf an inch on my gate by the big pot. This 
is rather remarakab'le, what with 3 and ax half inches 
falling from Shreveport to Uatchitoches and from Cloutier- 
vil'le to Alexandria, He, it appeals, turned out to be 
a thin strip of the dry section between the "widely sea tered 


I was 

out of twelver prises award for 
seems like a pretty good tally for one 
so many people participate, 

I am rather surprised at the amount of work Carolyn apparant'ly 
accomplished within the last couple of weeks, 1 am 
attributing the volume to the fact that she is tied to Baton 
Rouge b her job and apparently doesn't go out much, le a ving 
her some extra time after her TV scripts are completed and 
she reports she is ahead of schedule which seems remarkable in view 
of the other articles she has turned out, Perhaps she 
is most ere t ive in the writing field when she is forced 
to "stay-put" so that the energies otherwise spent in road running 
is channeled into the typewriter, 

If I c a n find Bob's letter, you will find it entertaining as 
usual. Should 1 not find it for present enclosure, I would 
mention that he says it is going on some !IBC program f by 
one Gargway, or some such name with which I am. unfamiliar, It 
is a morning thing, I believe he said, and is estimated 
to reach about four million people. 

What seems important about all this is the fact that 
immediately after the Louisiana shows, the nation will get a 
t a ste of the film z nd the .realisation that our 

greatest contemporary primitive painter is a negress may in some 
magical way tend to o en a little wider the door of consideration 
on the part of some of the four million listeners • 

\\ , ; 7 ' \\ ] : : r j ' fl'jr it / C. *■ • i* S'" 

I saw the ladies a few minutes at the coffee hour this morning 
a nd was delighted to lear from Celeste that both her awn party and 
the one of somebody else which she attended, following her own, 
were both perfectly darling, ut she couldn't linger la long 
over the cups as she was scheduled for another party at sosome 
camp up the river. So things turn and so I fold without the pleasure 
of a»y Trending tonight . 
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simplest way I can think of for anybody to get a free tour as 
guest of the wife of the president of the shipping line. 

\ 

oday's post brought two or three letters of interest. 

Melon Hughes writes from, Lake Charles that she and William 

a re apparently, and at long last, eventually settled for good, I 

hope. Margaret McDonald writes the Cane *iver series will 

be in the special features section of the Shreveport Times either 

this Sunday or next. She wants to retain some pictures 

of the plates I sent her for use in an article for some other 

publication. That is progbably all to the good. She gives 

her consent to the use of her article for Clemence's use 

should I decide to have it printed o re-printed by Charles. 

I hope I can find Irma O'Brien's letter to enclose. From 
it I gather, although Irma's wording is guarded, that Kay gaoe 
Hollywood to understand that they may expect an announcement of 
her marriage to Dora at some time before long. I feel so 
positive that this is something Kay is fashioned out of 
whole cloth in her own mind that it would be laughable, were 
it not frought with so many unpleasant after effects, once she 
gets back to reality and has to admit to herself, at least, 
that Dora never had the vaguest notion of proposing to 
her. What strange cases people of Kay's type insist 
on stirring up f or themselves. Hollywood was in a flutter 
a couple of years ago when, following K r y's visit, everyone thought 
I was courting her. Surely that must have come from her presenta¬ 
tion of the case. And now comes Dora a s the next ingredient for 
her imaginary romance. I feel it unwise to breathe a word 
of a of this to Dora who would be the most amazed person 
in the world, I think, and probably would bolt from The Bluff 
so abruptly that the Cooper region wouldn't be able to see his vanishi 
image for dust. How odd that Kay with all her millions seems 
unable to round up nothing more substantial than a paper 
dolly of her own imaginingto take unto herself as a life 
companion. 

• - 

Some lady by the name of rs. Mott of Cadiz Street, Hew Orleans, 
write to sk if she may acquire either of or any one of the 
several titles of Clementine canvases appearing in the 
Delgado show, and if so, at what price. I shall answer she 
may not, as all those.are from private collections, but 
that she may buy others at about twenty five bucks a throw. 

So turns the week, so busy for us both, I am sure, and may there 
be a measure of respite at Lyme for a whole d-y of relaxation . 


van 



t 
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n unday, ^ay BBnd, 19 55. 




Memorandum : 

A 'lovely week end, a little 'too humid perhaps but 
the temperature about right,. --90 in the day time, upper 
60 's at night. Heve.r did the cotton on one side of the 
fence and weeds on my side, appear so lusty at this s tage 
of the season. The flowers are pretty, too. 

V. 

Along about B o'clock this afternoon, —quarter of to 
be exact, I was going a mile a minute on this keyboard 
when someone tapped at my closed door. On opening it, I 
saw a little girl standing there, a white child, who said : 

Stood evening . my name is Ellen Rand and I am Mrs. 

Rand s granddaughter.......how do you do......" 

A nd I said : 

"Well, I declare, if it isn't my old friend Ellen Locket 
a nd a m I delighted to see you." 

. r suppose she must be a bout 9 years old by now but it 
very short for her age. 

, * ■ J * *■ 

She then asked if she might present her friend, a 
boy of about her age, T believe, but a little taller. 

He was just as old fashionedly sedate as Ellen and it 

was fun talking with them. Mary Pringle had brought them 

over from the camp and as Mary wanted to take some 

color shots and as the children wanted to inspect the plantation 

buildings, I said Goodbye to them tentatively, as I had 

a pilgrim appointment at the front gate. They had to 

leave before 1 was well started with my tour but they 

selected a path that would take them close to where my pilgrims 

and A were standing and Ellen approached me, saying : 

"i apologize for interrupting^you but I simply must 
tell you what a pleasure it has been to see you again...." 

1 > *• 

H r companion followed suit, and I marvel yet at 


9 











*• 
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the newspaper clipping of ye stenday containing Clemence business 
at the college should have had!the enclose streamed attached. 
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the charm, their good manners exuded. 

Ora telephoned this morning to say the article 
on the C a ne River plates did not appear in today s Shreveport 
Times but that the »enks made the Society page in a 
photograph which will put in the mail for me She also 
said the May 21st issue of the Saturday Evening Post has 
some pictures of Middleton Place gardens and she read me 
caption or two. I was impressed when she read that 
the Middleton Gardens, a few miles above Charleston, etc., etc., 
'and I stopped her right there, for t,he last time I saw the 
Middleton Place gardens, they were still on the Ashley River „ 
which is down South from Charleston ,and while the word 'above 
doesn't master, still above in this instances suggests to 
the North to me, as I believe it would be interpreted by 
most readers, and if we went North of Charleston, we 
would be on the Cooper and if we were to find ourselves 
on the Cooper, we would most certainly drop in for a 
go'at things at the Bluff. 

Rpsajind also callpd th.ijs morning. She says the 
mother-in-law of the "o ernor of Arkansas is coming 
to visit tier for a couple of days and has asked in 
advance if she may be accorded a go-round at Melrose. 

I gave Rosalind a date for Thursday at 2 p.m.Rosalind 
says site has a couplp of weeks of work straightening up 
income taxes, etc., and th^.t after that, she is plaiining 
a vacation trip back to Georgia with her mother, following 
hdr turn, she hopes to do spme writing, dL though 
she didn^t mention any subject in particular. I 
told her, —and 1 can t think how 1 dragged up this one, 
that 2 thought it high time somebody did a biography 
of Mrs. Godey of Lady Book fame and I thought America 
deserved a biography of this lady whose beau t fully 
reproduced fashion plates of the 18 50 s, 2860 s and 1870 s 
deserved something of the sort. For all 2 know, perhaps 
a dozen biographies havebeen done of Madam Godey but 
I thought that ought to be a chore for Rosalind, sufficiently 
involved in research, to keep her off the Cane River country. 

And so runs out the week, pleasant and uneventuful, 
giving'me ample opportunity to turn my telepathy machine 
Northeastwardly, projecting unending thoughts that 
things might be wonderfully peaceful at Lyme and that 
little Miss Lee, at long last, might be catching a 
breather. Rut if that didn't happen, 2 'm hoping she will 
not try writing until she has had time to catch her breath, 
ing full well that all is understood and therefore loved... 




know- 


'onday, M a y SZrd, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 


4 


'oudy and cool all day, so cloudy that noon seemed 
almost like firs.t dark, and the thermometer, pred cted for 
a stand of 90, only made -7 0,. 1 hree and a half inches 
of rain cascaded down in Natchitoches and not a drop 
at Melrose. . I suppose it will be sunny and warm for tomorrow 
sijice tonight the leather rueau say8 it will be cool 
with widely scattered showers. 

The incoming mail was scant. I .enclose a letter which 
gives a brief impression of things at Briarwood. 

"fa hand came "Madame de Pompadour" by Nancy Medford, or 
some such name. I sampled a couple of pages, getting 
the scene set for,the appearance of the lady herself, 
although 3he hasn t made her bow as yet. I am 
most favorably impress d by the way the biogr pher handles 
the enormous amount of research, patent in the fir.si chapter, 
and exceedingly well handled in the process of boiling 
down the infinite to sizeable proportions 


T n reading it, 
first chapter of A. 


I found myself wanting to read 
Maurois' "Lelia" once more. 


the 


• 

~ learned one thing from the present volume that 
I was glad to have settled in my mind, —the Chateau 
d'Etiolles no longer exists. I have explored the Forest of Senart 
in that region to the left of Versailles t as one faces the 

Grand Canal. _ the forest .beginning beyond the "piece d'eau 

des Suisses", but never could find the property. Rhis 

ihdksbook says that this lovely place was dismantled early 

in „the present century by the owner^who wanted to avoid paying 

taxes on the building which, you will agree, is one excuse 

for getting rid of one of the lovlier places in the 

worldZf I get my m a il finished tonight before getting too sleepy, 

. perhaps I shall learn some other things I h a ve been wanting to find 
out. 




I 
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. Ctatic has been so concentrated, during the past two 

or three days that I haven t been able to keep up 
much with world news. T did hear some reference to 
evangelist, Billy Graham, being bidden to dine at Windsor with 
the Queen and I approved of that. Obviously this will 
lend success to the Graham campaign in G-reat Britain in ttous 
being received at table by the head of the Episcopal Church, and 
it will undoubtedly broaden th Queen's popularity among the 
ranks of her subject who do not belong to the established Church. 

~'rom 7 he sublime to the ridiculous, another lady might be 
mentioned ±k at this point, —the widow Carter. Miss Maude 
appeared at Frenchie's honkey tonk, os from out of no¬ 
where and had a high old time for herself. Bhe spent 
Saturday night, or Sunday morning, with Pearl Lorenz, 
widow of my one time barber, and then faded from sight . 

It is assujmed she may have gone b a ck to Alexandria where 
she has relatives. Hhat a checkered career Miss Maude con- 
tines to carve out for herself. 


I don't recall if I mentioned that 
dining room chairs which are quite pretty. 
1st "mpire or perhaps almost v irectoire in 
made of mahogny, with the seat upholstered 
green in coloring, and 37 do)i t ask me why 
used. She told me she had them made in Mew 


Celeste has some new 
They are rather 
line and are 
in velvet, — 
the green was 
°rleans and paid 


0 j 


only 65 dollars a piece for them. But while she likes zhe chairs 
alri - i, still she is very discontented a bout domestic matters 
in general because she wants J. H. to let her summon in an 
interior decorator from Mew Orleans or Shreveport and have him 
do the entire house over, just as one or two of her friends have had 
done recently. I am reminded of Lyle's observation that 
there was but one way to handled the dec ora ting job in 
that house successfully and th^z he thought he himself could 
do it, the first requistie being that one burn down the place 
to begin w ith, after which a structure could be erected and 
the thing properly d ecorated. I think h.e. had a point. 

• t 

In view of that surprisaing hint in Irma O'Brien's letter 
of a few days back, concerning romance at The Bluff, I must 
confess I am beginning to hold the thought that what I wish might 
be true but know full well is impossible, might ctually come 
to pass. I seem to be as bad as Kay, --she thinking up the 
whole thing and I trying to fashion the stuff into fact. 


But let me 
round with Mme. 


itlja&k my mail now and then for a breif go- 


ole and so to bed, 




V y V 

' *o» 
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Tuesday, M a y 84th, 1955. 
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C L 


Memorandum • 

f ull summer is upon us, hot and humid and cloudless. 

It rained again last night in Matchitocfues, bringing up their 
£4 hour amount to 5 and one half inches. We didn't get a drop. 

The post remains a little 01 1 the thin side but this letter, e 
closed, speaks for itself. As nothing in it reveals the slightest 
suggestion of any romance on Bora's part, I continue to believe 
that the California report is bound to be based on some wishful 
thinking on Kay s part. I am almost tempted to write 
Bora that should he find himself in Charleston some day, he might 
try giving me a buzz. But in such cases, one never knows if 
acquainting the innocent by-stander with the potentials 
flowering at his feet wpu'ld contribute something helpful 
of tumultous. Perhaps I had better let Fate or Fortunate 
contend for priority in this matter. Heaven knows, I went 
thgught enough effecting the initial contact. 

c * - ' 

A pause between this paragraph and the above to 
answer the telephone. Somebody from 60 miles up the road from 
the town whose name l can never spell, something like 
Coushatta, asking for an appointment for tomorrow afternoon 
or herself and a flock of biddies. Imagine• And quess 
if I didn t say But Mo. 

I read a, few more pages tfre Random House publication 
on Madam de Pompadour and picture both my supprise and delight 
when I ran across a statement that condradicted 
the one glaring crime of which she had so long been acredited 
with in my mind, the one deed that somehow always seemed almost 
unforgiveable, ~the destruction of the Grand S.aircasie of 
the Ambassadors. In the present volume, it sets forth quite 
plainly that after the popularity of the private theatricals 
warranted greater space for their presentations, the little 
apartments were a baondon for the hall of the suitcase of the 
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Wednesday, May 25th, 19 55 


Memorandum 


. I had coffee with Madam Regard this morning alone, Celeste 
having gone to town, The place is in a tizzy, what with another 
party for 20 tomorrow afternoon when, oddly, it seems, I also have 
another Alexandria Garden Club on the same day, as before, 

I learned from Hadam Regard that Pearl Lorenz had chatted with 
them as they left Church this morning, Hhe said that Miss aude 
h a d come to Natchitoches by train on Saturday, dragging two or three 
suit cases with her and had bummed a H ride down C’ane ^iver 
as far as Frenchie's, after which she had come to Pearl's ho se 
a nd installed hers Ir the same night. Opening one of her suitcases, 
shehad extr a cted some money and betaken herself to the 
honkey-tonk at the end of the bridge, loaded up with liquor 
and returned o t Pearl's house. It seems somebody, 1 don t 
wkaow the identity of the person, telephoned the Sheriff who 
came and took her to town and that she is now still resting in 
the Natchitoches jail. Lord, what a doings in such a short time 
after 80 many years of preparations for just 3uch a business, 

» 

As for the newspaper clipping enclosed, it speaks for 
itself, both pictorially and through its caption, . 

Dan was here fox dinner today and mentioned having seen it and 
said he thought somebody in Natcitoches ought to send it 
to Joe, just to make him happy, Mo doubt somebody 
will and'Joe will have fits at encountering it, 

Mam 

Some Houston pilgrims passing this way today, in response to my 
inquiry, said they had read last Sunday s Houston hronicle but 
h a d seen no article nbout Clemence, Perhaps, the Hditor put off the 
publication for a week on that subject, even as the Shreveport 


A hundred hoe hands are swinging their ancient instruments 
across the endless cotton rows but the cotton is growing so fast 
that there will be little more need for hoeing and already J, H, 
is beginning to toss me field hands over and beyond the number he 
knows what to do x ith, . The greater dampness this Spring has given 
the bamboo and marvelous imp lse to travel both vertically and 
horizontally and so I am glad to ■have some extra strong amrs to 
smack it back into its normal confines, 

* ' ~ ~ « . . 

Thanks to the . absence of my radio last night, 1 lingered 
longer at my reading machine, finding the Pompadour biography much 
to my liking The work certainly demonstrates, anong other things, that 
the author has done endless research, boiling down so many 
sources to a trickle or a drop of essence, representing years of 
prospecting, The one more thinks about 'Me, de Pompadour's 
contribution to 18th century culture, the more one is convinced 
that, thanks to her ex }uisite taste and liberal expenditures, 
no century probably evrr got so much on such a comparatively 
smal^ investment and the greater is the pity the nation 
didn t have sense enough to preserve more of the creations 
she sponsored, 

t 

At noon, la Uontespan telephoned, saying she was calling 
from D a n's house in town and wondered if L would like to see her, 

I remarked that as l was expecting to receive the Alexandria 
Garden Club, I would be having enough bg§ on my hands for one 
afternoon. She pouted at that and asked if Clemence had an 
pictures she might sell her, I told her 1 ima. ined she did, I 
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they 


some 
neve r 


learned from the clerk that she had arrived at the s tore just as 
my guests stopped at the front gate and it goes without saying 
that I was delightedd thus to be rid of la bag who, it is 
said, decided to look up the master, chasing to Little li tver~~nnd 
thence to Cognac and up and down the rver, but appurantly 
never effecting a contact. 

At the same time that I was doing a gavotte with my group, 
Celeste had a party in full swing, I saw no onein the latter 
group except Dee Hertsog who had come over to the big house 
to borrow some furniture • She said she is heading into her final 
year of teaching, —30 yea s, or some s ch and will enter upon 
her pension accordingly at which time she and Celeste pl a n 
to enjoy some real vacations together, , I suppose both/ these 
chick-a-dees will be flyin off to Paris or some such place, 
come next year at this time. For as long as I can remember, 
h a ve always been going places togeth.er, h a ving just the most 
darling sort of a time, --doing what, I never could learn. 

One year it was to Cuba, another to Panama, forever cruising 
place or other, the most delightful part of it being that it 
did seem to matter in which direction they headed out or what 
they encountered along the way, for it was the traveling part 
that really matter $nd what is titere to see any place when one 
any where except darling restaurants and e qudLly darling night 
and such more profound things which, ti 'would seem, is 
the only thing making heading out for any place really uiprth 
whileSugene told me that both la x ucker and Dan's wife who was 
traveling with her, were on t he drunk si e when they stopped at 
the store, What a fine pair of hussies these two are, 

• 

o end up a some wh^t hocus-pokus sort of day, the 
lady doctor came to see me, bringing another lady doctor from lJew 
Orleans with her This was the first time since a year ago Christmas 
I had seen the lady doctor, I think, and we had much gossiping 
to do as night closed in and we tried to get her guest around 
to see the various buildings before the new moon took over 
cpmp'letely, She s ays Zelma has a , cancer but that Puny is 
worse off than Lelma, She thinks Zelma may make it, and 
I m so hopeful that this may be the case, I promised to 
to go in to dinner "eventually" with Don and "leanor but I'm 
not rushing into a definite date, quiet plantation nights are 
so much more to my liking that pulling up and down the big 
r °ad* But the hour approaches for Tender Leaf time, and so I 
shall knock off some two or three letters and then re-Ach for 
a treasured "bourdon" nad collapse in my arm chair, the mental 
telepathy working over time,,,,,. 


arrives 

clubs 


Tursday, May 26th, 19 55. 


Memroandum : 

1 * 

Tight winds were added to our a ssortment of heat and 
humidity, —20 to 30 mile an hour winds blowing all day, and, 
it goes w ithout saying, ,winds that were might heavily 
laden with top soil and from highway elements of powdery 
dU3t, 

'he radio said something a bout a tornado or wo to the Worth of 
us, and it w as easily imagined, what with occasional gusts 
at this bend of the river being such as to blow down the tomato 
plants in front of Yucca, therebye furnishing me with an excellent 
excuse to devote mucjy time to staking them in the late afternoon. 

It is -.uite true I cannot put all the blame for 
thesagging tomato plants on the wind for a stalwart youth , 
passing this way and while waiting for he, thinking he would 
demostrate his friendship by hoeing my vegetables for me, did 
just that and obviously, swung his instrument a little too close 
to th tomato root system, Lut it was -ime for staking anyway 
and tonight in the high wind and under a somewhat wan new moon, 
they are all once more standing up as pert and pretty as a picture, 

he mail continues thin but the enclosed letter gives some 
hint as to how things are whissing along in the Baton Rouge 
ajea, --although only a hint, for according to the latest reports 
coming to hand though Henry sources, it seems that Kennon 

n bout to see how Be can persuade Stepehn G, Henry to step ._ _ 

shoes, or at least try to, when Kennon steps down from the Governor 
cha i r 


is casting 
into his 


J, R,, prob a bly approached by the^oernor during the recent contacts 
those two gentlemen have had, finds that Stephen would suit the 
backers of his administration, These gentlemen, among others, are 
a couple of oil moguls of theShreveport area. It is they, as 
I understand it, who are paying for the films on which Carolyn is 




, _ 


I 











■■■■■■■■■ 




■■ 


■■■■ 


















■' - 



From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS, #11-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7380 




7381 


currently laboring, —films that will show the various aspects 
of St^te governmental activities, all in a very pleasant 
light, h a ving in view that siad films will influence the 
v ter in"the coming election to further whatever successor Kennon 
n mes for the race. Some people seem to think Aarle Long could bt 
beat but I doubt it . Surely Stephen henry would be a man of prob\ 
he wouldn't be likely to win the election, I imagine, for an offic 
of the Lthy'l Corporation would have hard going when the Longs opened 
up their he a y artillery in their fight a s hill bilies for hill billies, 
Again it the planter, big money class, . 

I had expected u osalind and some people at 8 
this ifternoon and I fiddled around in the neightobhood 
of the ii side gate until 5, when 1 got tired to 
weighting and took up the telephone to call the Aswell 
household, Rosalind answered and said some of her guests failed 
to arrive and therefore she had thought of putting of the visit 
£4 hours. It would have been so thoughtful of 
her to have advised me accordingly, don't you 
hink so. 


failed 

visit 


T read some more from the Pompadour biogr phy and still 
find it good, La3t night I got around to the stiarcase 
of the Ambassadors, The author says that in re-assigning 
pqratments in ersailles, Louis XV was determ-ned to have his 
da ughers, denriette and Victoire in e^sy communication with 
his apartment and that there fare, the, the Ling, ordered that 
the great staircase be r placed by apartments for these two 
daughters of his, 

r h a ve no doubt that this m. y be true and should like to 
t ink so, since it would neatly solve the puzzle which has forever 
troubled me in retgard to Ume . de Pompadour, Still, I am 
not unmindful of the fact that Mprquise and her brother 
were exerc ising a trenndous influence for good in building matters 
on Louis XV, and, had they been much concerned about the 
Ambassadorial s i.aircase, it seems to me, they might • have 
persuaded the King totreause it as one of the great architectural 
triumps of the 1th century Versailles, But then, no 18th century 
architects ever seemed to comprehend what Louis XIV had been doing and 
perhapsit was more than one could expect that, the staircase and 
other features, such as the original courtyard, should have been 
treated as sacrosant, 

I’m going to be early tonight, what with a slight sore throuat, 
but some a sperin tablets will set me straight again, I think, a'n.d in 
a jiffy*""" 


Friday, d.ay 87th, 1955. 


Memorandum: 

Cur full summer weather continues hot hnio + -nn.,c 
winds, dust and a cloudless sky. ’ * boistrous 

T b / Was a . 6i * to f oll ow more or less the general pattern 
feftmTsU. ^though unexpected incidents put in f 

» i. • 

Mews had come through sometime durinq the eveninn nnri +t * 

pe Z .s nrwsia rs F 

Celeste, D a n, Sister and Lloyd left here around la fn-n 
Hew «oads where they were to meet ? r uZVt w° , 

Rouge, brining m 4ulcp al nini lur llZtZf To T/Art" 1*“°" 

. , .^ s J° r m V se 'lft F was a-stir at 4:80 and accordinnln 

fbadZoZTatWfoZZ “ 6 — 

She was heading for Marshall ZS # 2”°! was J uite unexpected. 
i - ,,. + 1 .. arshall and had stopped off here to 

note to lte *‘ See7ls s/le had a th °usand dollar 

Rouge restaurant had o°v{rfelrd ° a ' lew ° rl ™us or Baton 

was stirring in the Uarah.nl l i tV V 1 Say tUat s ° m ething 

9 e Marshall neighborhood concerning rights of way, 
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a nd on speaking to the men, found they had mutual acquaintances and 
they advised her she could get a thousdand dollars on something 
bout Old ^onita land if she consulted with one of the officials 
of the compdiy, then ih Marshall• And so she was heading^ _ „ 

in that d recti on, — again demonstrating her ability to 
keep ha h a lf a jump ahead of the bill and tax collector She seem, 
satisfied with the progress her script writing and has a dozen 
other schemes up her sleeve. She remained for luncheon only 
^nd then w^s off in the direction of Shreveport and L exas, 

* 

Clemence was waiting for me in the arden after 1 handed 
Carolyn into her horseless carriage and we chatted a moment 
on the Yucca gallery before Rosalind a rriyed with a 
few delightful ladies, Rosalind was only an hour or tow ahead 
of schedule which did not upset me and I was glad to 
have them make around c.nd get going, as 1 had a flock of 
things I wanted to do during the balance of the evening, s uch 
a s tying up more tomato plants and so on, 

I read a little a little later than I had anticipated 
last night both because 1 had no raido and because I was 
,pprcaching the end of the biography of veanne Poisson Htiols de 
Pompadour, I liked the book and shall read it a gain before 
long. It is one of the few books a bout the 18th century that 
a re available for me in the recorded version, 

* • 

The re-reading will afford me pleasure in merely hearing fami'l 
old names and places mentioned again, although by that I 
do not mean to imply I did not learn things I did. not 
know before in this r eading, One of the odd bits of information 
coming to hand therein had to do with, --of all things-- 
mayonaise• According to the biographer, Marche&l Richelieu 
was storming the Island of Minorca during the 7 years war when 
his cook found himself without cream for his greasings, — 
the cook bearing the name of Mahon, He was a resourceful cook, 
tog, it would appear, for it was Mahon who, in lieu of cream, 
stirred eggs and oil a nd stuff together and brought forth 
,what we day are pleased to call mayonaise, which appurant'ly 
should rightfully be spelled Mahonaise, 

And so this last week in May comes to its final week end, — 
a busy month all around, and doubly so in Lyme, I am holding 
the thought that the impending week end may be all that 
has been contemplated with so much fervor for so long,,,,,. 


I iCV 738.3 


Sunday, May 29th., 19 55. 


Memorandum j 

I'm not sure if this memo will go forward on Monday 
or not, ffhat with Memorial Ray being a legal holiday, 
the postman may or may not make a round, I have never been 
n b'le to figure out just haw the United States Post Office re¬ 
acts. to national holidays, for sometimes the rounds 
are made and sometimes they aren't. 

In view of the fact that both Friday and Saturday saw 
no in-coming 1st class mail, Tuesday's pough ought to be 
fairly he a vy, 

» 

The weather continues perfect, with a brilliant sun by 
du.y and a wsxing moon by night, A breath of cool air blew down 
from the Rockies Saturday night and today was a pleasant 
mid 80, which, along with the sunshine, brought 
forth too many pilgrims and all of them of the 
uninteresting type, I turned several b a ck out of sheer 
exhaustion *. 

• 

j4s was to be expected, the aftermath of the 
Stephen (J-arrett funeral, proved to be a pure hurly burly, 

Dan, 0 7» the way home, finished off a bottle of whiskey and 
wouldn t give Sister a drop. It appears she needed none as 
she had suceeded in fortifying herself prior to beginning 
the homeward trek, --but was not satisfied and cl a mored for 
more. The party stopped in Alexandria for food but 
she sent everything back by the same waiter who served it, 
a nd on reaching Melrose, was apparantly in a pretty disagreeable 
frame of mind. If you can imagine Madam Regard explaining 
to me that "Sister raised Hell"., you c n :i readily judge, as 
can I, what an uproar there must have been across the fence, 

» 

I think they got home a bout 8 o'clock, the rumpus went 

on until after 10, She asked for w iskey and . then wou 1 dn't 
p„rt ke of any, saying she didn't like the cheap stuff 
which J, H, provided for Celeste a^d her guests. 

Madam Regard said that everybody was utterly exhausted when 
Xi3ter and Llpud headed out. for Shreveport, taking Dan 
as far as Natchitoches with them. 
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Car-en telephoned me from town this morning to ay 
there was a piece in the Shreveport *mes about the plates. 

She read it to me over the 'phone. It seemed to be about 
the usual newspaper line with the customary number oj errors. 

I shall probably obtain a copy for enclosure in the morning and 
if 1 don't, there will undoubtedly be one available by Tuesday, 

I was sorry to learn at dinner that Eugene, the clerk, had 
caught a finer in the lawn mower which he was operating in his 
yard in town this morning. I believe son le stiches were 

required but I think he did not lose a n U joints, I hope. 

\ 

At 5:30, I collapsed, after too many pilgrims, thinking 1 
would read a P~ge or two and sip a coke the while. ut just 
_s 1 started, I s^w some woman heading toward zhe tucca gallery, 
put down my glass with a $ view of going to drive her b^ck to 
the front gate when 1 discovered that it was Carolyn. 
j; seems she was Reading for Baton Rouge and had stopped o d f 
to say Rowdy, and was on her way again w ithin the hour. 

It turns out that she got q thousand dollars for the 

right of way thing at Old ~onita and as she has a note coming 

due to th.at a mount the first 0 j’ the month, she is all 

sot against that payment. She plans to spend much more time 

in Hew Orleans and B tonPouge henceforth* as she is ahead 

of schedule on th.e TV scripts. 

Yesterd y morning, J. R. had gone to see the carving 
that Alton Johnson had been doing, both at his home up the road 
n nd at school and 1 recommended to Carolyn that on one oj 
her trips between Hew Orleans and Jar shall, she pass this way 
to get 'some shots of Alton before the summer has played out 
for j raducL'ts d froni tfiyh school this lj,st series ore c,»id 
plans to go to college this autumn on one oj the general 
Motors scholarships, won dur ing the past year. I want to 
get some good pictures of him at his work for a long side 
little Miss Clemence, such a gifted personality ought to 
make interest mg copy for more than one article on 

the thriving of A.rt in the ane “iver country. 

■ 

J. R\ said Alton is sending off another c a r model 
to General Motors either on Monday or Tuesday aid o. H. 
who thought me a bit wacky a year or two b a ck when 1 sang 
the 'youth's artistic abilities now thinks he has really 
discovered a rising star. .veil, so go this Memorial 
D a y week end. I'm so hooeful it may have brought endless 
peace and relaxation to Lyme.. . 
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Monday, May 30th, 19 55. 


Memorandum ; 

A perfectly lovely day in these parts. I am so much hoping 
it may have been equl'ly so in Lyme. 

's you will judge from the presence oftwo memos in 
a single envelope, the postman did not make his rounds. Eugene, 
his arm in a sling, did bring the incoming mail from ayou 
Hatches, however. But, so far as I was concerned with the 
latter, it made scant difference, since only a card from 
Kate Perkins came to hand. 

Homehow I h^.d been half expecting half a dosen letters but 
I'm hoping everybody was too busy making preparations for a prolonged 
week end frolic to set hand to paper, although I worry a little 
„bout Bob and Patty, what with the baby due in July and Bob not 
feeling too U}ell wtyen last he wrote. It seems odd, too, that 
Mrs. Stirling ha$n t advised me about the closing of her shop, 
but perhaps she has been too busy closing it to seal any 
envelopes. And as for Lionel Jeanmard, perhaps he is too busy 
entertaining travelers to get a round to check writing, although 
his payment of the last couple of pictures I sent him a week 
of two b n ck would come in handy in view of a new project I 
a m contemplating. 

i4:»d the new project struck me this morning. I thought 
it would be nice to have Clemence do some murals for the 
African House. J. H. liked the idea and said he would pay for 
the wall boards, — a step but only a step, of course in the right 
direction. Re is so quick on the trigger that before I had 
turned around, he had summoned up a truck and sent it to 
town'with instruct ions to drop by the lumber company. 

Then he consulted me on what I wanted. I told him I wanted 
sixty feet in length and four feet in width and g a ve him a 
sample. He must have telephoned the order for .within half 
an hour, the truck was back with the proper footage but 
the thickness of tlte board wasn't up to my sample. D ut 1 think 
I shall be „ble to use it alright, n ltho.ugh it will require 
a d-,b of re-enforcing. o. H. said he would have a good carpenter 
come to measure for the proper mouldings and the installation 
of the murals. his latter offer seemed a little pre-mature, 
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uesday, May 31st, 19 55. 


however, as it would seem to be better to get the murals painted 
before getting them framed, I shall be curious to see how 
la Hunter gets along in her initial try at mural painting. 

She seemed^no more taken aback by the suggestion when 1 pointed 
out the wall space to her this afternoon than when I handedher 
the pen to sign the register at orthwestern. And so let Messe 
Sert and de Rivera look to their laurels and we shall see when 
we shall see at this bend of the river, 

i 

his afternoon I had a long distance call from Baton Rouge, 

It was the State Mineral Board, —of all things, telephoning to 
ask me if I could provide them with material for their jight 
over the tide land oil properties. naturally, l didn t 
tell them that I have from the first believed that the 
royalties should go to the nation as a whole and not 
to the individual States where much more than would be the 
case in Federal control of the money, most of it would 
be squandered by loc.l politicians for repairing their own 
political fences, once the States got control. One thing 
mus be dreadfully apparent, —that the State is grasping at 
a ny straw if they have to call me to toss them a lij e line, 

he fruits of Sun a y's article in the Shreveport limes 
bore more fruit in the form of pilgrims, if nothing else, 
today. I had them from Arkansas, Texas a nd Louisiana. 

There were even two groups f rom - J -tchitoche s , one of t,ie latter 
numbering 9 and arriving a t ten minutes before noon . I h q vent 
the v guest notion as to when people in town break bread m the mid¬ 
day period but if 1 leved there, I should imagine I ( 
should hesitate bout storming any place •in pilgrims 
garb at ten minutes of twelve. 

j t //. just'appeared in the frame of my open door, clad in 
a shir.t and shorts and slippers. He was a sight. He had 
asked me at supper if I thought the boards alright. I said 
I thought so but that they were a little on the thin side for 
the purpose. He said he had just been stolling in the moonlight 
over to the African house and on looking at the boards, found 
them a li-ttle thin. He said he would get a set of heavier 
ones on the morrow. 1 told him I would keep these, and while 
he wants Clemence to make him a regulation size picture, requiring 
one of the boards but cut, I sh^.11 probably ind ample left to 
get a murl for, perhaps the bath room at Yucoa, and re- 
mo eable, don't you think so...... 


Memorandum : 

Another beautiful, cloudless day, with the thermometer 
reaching but 84 which, along with a pleasant 10 mile breeze, 
may out of doers delightful. Tomorrow we are promised 
a high of 96 which is something else again, ihe 
crops look wonderful a L nd the gardens aren t b^d, although 
the latter can stand moisture, —and are getting it. 

I had to go to the store early this morning, a little 
after 6. Imagine my surprise and delight to see 
j, h. pulling through a ctalogue listing paints and 
artists supplies. He read item after item and we. 
pondered over what we should invest in. 

Somehow it all reminded me of the days when Dr. 

Miller and I used to turn through the order house catalogue 
when purchasing clothing, for fatherless colored children, 
and I shall never forget the day we had to aecide vf little 

r r •/ o IP ,r.n a 'i d li kti _ j re nKT rr?7 1 nii ( ] -La->u l J-e har ^uiuU rw« ar 

~or if Cane River fashion prohibited such comforts 
for young ladies in spite of a cold winter, —and 
old maid and an ancient bachelor trying to figure 
out such matters. 

j. h. said he had cojne to the conclusion that the 
wall board we had purchased yesterday wasn t of good enough 
qual ity for the purpose we have in mind and that we 
could exchange iz for .other fiber that wouldn t 
cost more than 60 dollars. I told him 1 would keep 
what we had purchased yesterday but I didn t tell him 
that while there was twice as much as would be required 
for a Yucca mural, the balance of it could be used to advantage 
during the .ensuing season by the local artist when it 
was properly cut $ n to useable oblongs, 

Puny came to see me this evening. The lady doctor had 
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asked, me the other night when she dropped in to see me had 
asked me to use what persuasion I could to,discourage 
him from drinking. We had a pleasant chat he 
declared he wasn't going to drink any more*and said Zelma 
is getting along just fine. It is expected her cancer 
treatments will be completed within about two weeks and 
after that she will have her tumor removed and then will 
be able to come home again. I feel certain you 
remember her as of one morning while walking along the 
Bermuda road, I am s fond of her, she is such a 
real and jolly Aunt Jemima. 

Pilgrims, still rippling from Sund a y's Times article, 
continue to make ducks and drakes of my daylight hours. 

Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and Oklahoma were 

on my list a nd all 0 / them were perfectly dumb Among 

other things, some of them said they had a great curiosity to 

see the man who made the plates and asked if it were 

possible to do so. Imagine. And the sight of him and his 

w a res must hav frightened them off, —one or the other, or 

both, for nobody left bearing either -the man or his wears with them. 

Verily it is charity when one devotes h a lf his days and 

three quarters of his energies singing ps Q lms to dead mules. 

* 1 • ■ •£< . • . . *“j . 

L he post office had a average amount of mail today, following 
the holiday but, oddly enough, there was nothing for 
me. This seems particularly strange as af friend 
pasted me a- oALpaxiaiH in 2a turdau 's past at Hatch itoches , 
and it does seem as though a 1st class item ought 
to be able to make it down here sometimes as between 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, what with only 
15 miles to travel. One of these dag's I shall probably 
be getting a sack full and then I shall complain I 
c z n t manage such a plethora. 

The latest news concerning the Joe a enry plans is that 
they are in a s ate of fluidity. June 20th was the 
m n gica'l date mentioned latent, with one week to be spent 
away from the Dakotas 0 n the supposition that that week will 
be divided between Louisiana and iex a s, after which 
he threatens to take his wife b a ck to Dakota 
with him for a little vacation on her part. Hummmmmmmmm • 

• • / V 

So runs a dull memo bn a dull day's doings, a nd 
May comes to a close, a busy month all around but holding 

d a bs of hppiness, I hope, for little Miss Lee, as it did 
for Les tan .. 
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Wednesday, June 1st, 19 55. 


Memorandum• 

How nice to find your lively letter of the 28th in 
today's post. <. 

I continue to receive an exceedingly thin trickle of 
correspondence, which also continues to seem odd, but as I 
receive mail from but one sou rce that really counts, today's 
post was all I w a nted and -*• than k you for h a ving made my day 
so happy . , 


And may D thank you for J. 1 the 
a bout the Lestan doings of late. It 
speak so kindly of his efforts. And 
yrnterruptsesad wish that 


kind things 
is so sweet 
in response 


you had to 
of you to 
to 


say 


. Dr. Acree, friend of Dr. Mellon, 0 New Orleans and Dr. 

Hicho'lson, a friend of Dr. Acree, had to take the Cane Diver road 
when in this section of the State, and have a moonlight tour 
while pausing to say Howdy. What with J. H. in his shirts and 
shorts appearing at my door one moonlight night this week and 
these . two physicians on another night, my usual 100 per cent 
solitude, coming with darkness, seems to be .getting pretty 
well blasted this week. 

But a couple of hours badk, I had started to express my 
appreciation to yo.u for hn' ing acquainted me with . a social event that 
transp ir.ed recently and how it somehow lacked substance in spite of 
the general gaiety characterising all anniversaries of 
this kind. 


Years and 
a rrangments as 
liability into 
such developenents 


years ago I came to the conclusion that such 
referred to may well be transformed from a 
an asset, or, to express in slightly differently, 
somehow pan out a s seemingng handicaps, 


hut which, if handled with measured acceptance, may well turn out 


) 
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Thursday, June Snd, 19 55. 


as do other hadicaps, little short of the gravel ingredients 
going into the cement foundations of a n edifice which can be 
brouht into lines so as to produce a positiveb a sic support 
rather than an over-whelming annoyance and shattering force, It 
would seem that in large measure , God so miracullldusly arranges 
things to the end that one individual may endow one element with 
vital force whereas another individual may appraise the same thing 
correctly by determining it to have no value whatsoever, and 
the same stone jutting out from a facade, may utterly ruin 
it appearance whereas another architect may efface the thing and 
so incorporate it within the frame work of one's existences as to make 
it 3 mighty contributor to strength, And yet another may treat 
it as worry of crowning prominence and convert it into 
a wonderfully bea tifu'lly carved acanthus capitol, - -in all these 
nd a thousand other instances., the individual of wisdom easily 
dominating the decision as to what will be made of the thing which 
c ircumstances has contrived to create, working in the handicap 
so as to make it serve rather ,than a source of suffering in the long 
run. Creative artists appear i,n such a variety 
of roles and I don't mind saying I am inundated with admiration 
for the fashion in which the master-builder of Lyme moves steadily 
forward, never failing to m^Ke the most of the materials. At .hand 
a nd 6 - adroitness of craftmanship, extracting a maximumum 
of happinesso 't of materials ; which mighty few others would ever 
h^ve the vague it notion as to how they should be handled, 

I want to talk with you some Are about the records, referred 
to in your letter, I find them, —the folk songs, so, wonderfully presente 
by thevoice and harp accompaniment and,their message so 
La 1 ' onta'.ne like in its charming simplic ity. T ey are, in fact, 
of that same classic simplicity, - in the La Fonatine manner, come to 
think of it, and for that reason, 1 suppose, they will forever 
be turned to again and agin with so much sAtisfaction, 

I sent for Clemence this morning . Anyone else would have been 
„palled by the extent of murals I had envisioned for the painting, 

She was ju 3 t exactly as non-chalant as the day I handed her the 

pen at the Fine Arts uilding, request ing her signature. It ( 

was so a pparant she accept the proposal as something she wouldn t 

mind^ at all do ng in so far as she could, and she certainly was 

manifesting no fizzy a bout something she couldn t undertake,• A primitive 

mural, painted by a descendant of Africa in an African building, --that 

reaL ly will be original, and, perhaps, arresting,,,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

A beautiful summer's day, cloudless, 
the 90's and a promise for more warmth on 


thermometer 
morrow. 


When the post arried this morning, I thought of old 
Captain Shreve and the de truction of the great Red River raft, 
for the back log of expectdeand unexpected letters came to 
hand in such a torrent that I was unable to read but a portion 
of them, 

Before glancing at Bob's letter, you will be interested to 
learn that when the Picayune announced the forth-coming 
Hunter show at the Delgado, —I suppose the pre¬ 
exhibition date was probably sometime in April, none other 
than your friend, Clarence John laughlin telephoned Alamo Landsford 
at the Museum and went to geeat trouble to explain that he 
was the discoverer of . Clementine Hunter, that he had fine photographs 
of a ll her paintings’' and although he would accordingly be in a 
position to help promote the exhibition greatly, he wanted the 
Museum to understand distinctly then and there that since he had 
not been consulted a bout hrranging.^the show in the first place, he 
absolutely refused to have anything to do with the event when it 
opened in May and that he did not want toe Museum or 
anyone connected with it to call on him in any way for his 
assistance, 

• • • *■ •• . V, i 

As Director of the Delgado, A, L a ndsford, Enquire, assured 
Clarence John that the Museum would in no way approach )yim on 
anything connected with tee show • 

«Jr r \ 1 ' ft T ' '•' '' ^ • , *’ _ . ‘ V • \l v* \ V -» • i •,»» ■ * 

With this in mind, the news passed along in Bob's letter, arriving 
today, seems to suggest that Clarence John is still in something 
of a tizzy. And if, as he set forth in April, he wanted to have 
nothing to do either with the.show or the Hunter paintings, it seems 




I 
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Friday, June 3rd, 2955. 


• 2c i t 

a s though he must be more nuts than I had supposed him to be, 
in thus taking up the Hunter business with Bob. So far as both 
little Miss Hunter and I are concerned, Clarence John can go 
and sit on a tack. 

" ora's letter fails to reveal anything suggesting a romance 
either between him and Kay or between him and SouthCarolina. 

Surely the Hollywood O'Briens must have been vastly mislead 
by Kay on her picture of an impending nuptials or else they mis¬ 
understood her wonderfully. Obviously Dora is determined 
to make mighty little of the Cooper River potentials and I had 
better charge off as failure my efforts for his security in 
that direction. 

At supper J. u. said he would try to h ve the African nov.se 
canvases or Masonite or plywood sections brought down from town on 
the morrow # He doesn't realise 1 think, that if the murals 
a re achieved, they will undoubtedly cause something of a sensation 
in the Art world but it will be time enough for him to find 
find that out later. Sufficient it is that he has manifested 
the interest he has. 

’■■■ -jVi.v.-. :'>•? .'tit ■ - ” • ■< O-'• A ; •'> . 

I spent much of my day measuring and sawing beaverboard 
pieces for the Yucca bathroom murals. It is something of a 
job but I have that part of the undertaking about finished 
and Clemenqe has one section at home with which she is fiddling. 

As she hasn’t the vaguest notion as to what a mural may be and as she 
prefers to work at night, —I can't have her carrying on in my 
bath all the darker hours, and as she declared today, she simply has 
to stand over her canvases and not reach up to them, it will 
be a miracle within a miracle if either or both of the African House 
a nd Yucca House paintings ever pan out. ut it>is worth trying, re¬ 
gardless of the results. 

I l • t 

I a m happy to report that the belle peppers are beginning to 
flower and the tomato plants look wonderfully healthy as do the egg 
plants. They respond to a bit of attention with such gusto, 

, it is'fun to watch them jump, following each hoeing. 

■ ■ ‘ > 

I am st\ll the happier today because of your elegant letter of 

the 88th in yesterday's post. Again my thanks for making both 
yesterday and today so happy . 


Memorandum : 

C>ur summer weather continues, - hot-hot and even 
the planters concede a little pin point sprinkle might 
do no harm. 

The in-coming mail continues iis volume o yesterday, 
in sharp contrast to last week, and in view of the usual paucity 
of correspondence, „_from the Bluff, —you may well imagine 
how impressed I was when‘I noticed three from that quarter, 
each in a different hand I have had poor secretarial asssistance 
today, but I think I have made out the general tenor of each, 
although I shall go into them more carefully over the week end. 

Dora's began in this arresting manner: 

"Dear Francois, 

Katheleen and I ,are going to be married in Savanah 
on June 15th 

Well, you could have knocked me down with a fender. 

And so it would appear that mv frantic telegrams and telephones 
to Florida a few months back weren^t really in Uai». 

Dora enclosed a check for one hundred dollars to cover 
incidentals in Savanah, as I am requested to be among 
those present. 

1 Da Storm wrote to say 3he would like to make 
the trip a treat on her and that she would send me plane 
transportation. 

Kay wrote a nd nice letter and revealed one fact I had 
cast about for during the past 18 years, —the date- , o/irather 
the natal day of Dora which turns out to be May 3 1st. 

And so, before I call it a day, --there are so many 
letters to be written tonight, I shall send three air mails to 
The Bluff, one in which I shall return Dor' 's check al - 
thought I should love to cash it for the African House murals 
but think I should not, since it was sent for another purpose, and 
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o letter of congratulations and, love to Katheleen, and 
a third to la Storm, saying, "But, thank you, 'Jo, for the 
plane transporation to the East coast. 

his morning a couple of hours before mail time, J. H. sent 
servant to ask if I could go to town with him. 1 could, 

Te drove directly ' to- the lumber company and I selected 
wooded plywood boards for the murals, At one point, the 
director of the place remarked that this or that type was rather 
high in price. J. H. s a id : 

"The price is of no matter at all......Francois wants some boerc 

whatever he selects will be the only thiing to pay any attention to., 

I ^ 

which I thought sweet of him, But with workmen to prepare the 
■■ preliminary and final settings, the enormous amounts of paints 

required and the money which should be advanced to the artist 
are things which I wish might be accomplished with equal ease. 
Perhaps they will be. 

And so it appears that projects for Hay in this year of grace 
h ve been wonderfully successful. I am so glad for 
Clemence, wo deserves ever thing coming'to her, for 
Kay who ought to have a good husband and for Dora who should 
• have financial worries removed from his life forever. 

Somebody remarked the other day that it was a mighty long 
bamboo pole that could be manipulated from the Yucca garden 
and so managed as to push open the door of the Delgado Museum 
300 miles away but now it appears that the same d a b of bamboo 
could push m a ny times that distance with a fair amount 
of success, too. I feel so parental Ay happiness in k- owing 
that Dora will no longer be worried ~bouz comforts, and like 
a parent, I know have that sensation of finding it a step easier 
to die, knowing that at least one particular worry about a child has 
removed. But somehow I seem to be possessed of so many children'. 

V..A 1 sec i sssnu 

- ' And sb'~another week cones to a close and I am holding the 
thought that June in Lyme may hold many a perfect day, - 
as the Hew England poet phrased it, —"then if ever come 
perfect days".—I seem to h a ve quite a few appointments but 
‘there wilj be moments when in the solitude of the C apel 
- I shall be able to say a prayer of th a nksgiving for 
the happiness of others and for my own simply because 
1 of Lyme...... 1 
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Sunday, June 5th, 19 55. 


Memorandum: 

Our full summer weather continues and, marvelous to 
. relate, few pilgrims cluttered up my Sabbath. Of course 
t I cannot claim in truth that I escaped unscathed but only 
Wisconsin, Texas and Louisiana were represented and that 
appears, to be in the nature of a triumph for a hermit seeking 
solitude. i i 

© 1 t 

Two news items, having to do with the same character, 
came my way this week end. On Saturday a passing pilgrim 
told me that the shopw of the Court Yard Candle had folded up. 
That did not come as a surprise. And then, at dinner today, 
Celeste told me that Toosie had told her yesterday that 
Bootsie Gay had married, —husband IJo. 5» This was not 
a surprise. 

f. 

Mo body seemed able to reveal the identity of the 
lucky groom but I am holding the thought that he may have been 
a man of experience. One thing is certain, if he was not, he 
is bound to be by now. 

t One of my local agents reported this morning that my 
t friend, Peter, had been "stobbed" at 2\15 this morning 
at the local honkey-tonk. My informant said they 
h a d put him in a car and taken him to the Charity Hospital 
in Alexandria for he was bleeding profusely and "us-es 
couldn't see that he was breathin'x no more outside....but 

maybe he was a-breathin' a little inside . but uses 

couldn't discern." 

. I cm forever being floored by such combinations when 
one of my untutored friends and all in the same breath employs 
the word, #us-es" and then tosses in something like "discern". 

<. 

I was pleasantly surprised at 2:15 this afternoon when 
I responded to a tap at my door to find, —of all people standing 
there, —Peter. He said he was heading up the. road to the 
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baseball game and thought he would say Howdy in passing, I 
I think our friends have the right idea, —if one must get 
"stobbed", it might just as well be done, hospitalised and 
frolic ing again, all within twe'leve hours. 

I devoted the better part of my day to designing the 
general ideap for the four corners of the African House wherein 
the painting's by the local artist will e ventually appear. 

At each of the 4 corners of the room where the walls join, 
there will be approximately 5 to 8 feet running along the 
respec tve walls from the corner to the windows, represent ing, of 
course, from 10 to 25 feet by 4 feet, that will have to be 
pointed as from each of the four corners. Armed with a soft 
pencil, I she ched in a general layout on wrapping paper with 
which I had voered the ply wood, I think this is imperative 
for the African House since the African artist has in mind 
doing the sections at home, —and one at a time, Something 
tells me she had better have some rough idea of where she 
is oing or she never will come, out straight, 1 am 
doing this only for the murals in the Afric n House. Of hen 
she gets around to doing the yucca ones, I am simply going 
to turn her lose and I have no doubt the Yucca ones will 
accordingly turn out fearfully and wonderfully African. But 
since it will be the one in the African Bouse that the public 
will see and that the magazine will probably reproduce, it 
seems to .me rather better to start them off with some non- 
African basic concept in order that the general public, 
unacquainted with artistic impulses of little Hiss Hunter, 
m-,y the more read ily comprehend. 

... Cn the morrow, I shall gird up my loins at dawning 
, with a couple of strong arm gentlmen, I shall 
undertake the. somewhat tedious and equally baffling job 
of moving out the endless book cases, armoirs and heaven 
knows what all from the upper chamber and as to where I 
may eventually find a resting place for it, I know not. 

Chen I shall request a 1 ocal electrician of sorts, —Ezra, 

to put ome indifect lighting atop the beams in said 

upper chamber of the aforesaid African House, and after 

much scrubbing, the stairwell and bannister will be freshened 

up with wh its paint and little Miss b unter can begin 

her task. I so hope the Sabbath at Lyme was-as, 

com aratively quiet as mine...... 


Monday, June 6th, 19 55. 


Memorandumi 

How nice to find your,Friday letter in today's post. I 
began it twice, was interrupted twice and am hoping that a late 
traveler toward the honkey-tonk may pass this way before I have finished 
this memo so I may refer to points as yet not reached. 

, I was sorry to learn that another hurly-burly was unfolding 
for the week end but I'm hoping the weather was fine and that the sight 
of the great out of doors and Mature on the up-swing across the hill¬ 
sides may have offered compensations. 

V- - . • t. 1 < ... . ; • - • v -i vj* . J 

But that you found time in spite of the swish of things 
popping in the commercial world astonished me in a way, and I am 
holding the thought that writing under such pressure didn't add 
to the fatigue that is bound to be yours before you began your 
week end of further expenditures in energy. 

. . . Vo .‘S' 

I am genuinely sorry to learn of L. a.'s accident. As I under¬ 
stand it, such an affliction requires much longer to overcome than 
a break. «hat a pity circumstances prevent her from getting well 
the sooner by being able to "stay put" for a reasonable time. 

• 

My day was a merry-go-round of all sorts of things and I'm 
vaguely sleepy tonight although I shall have.to knock off a few 
must letters and then I am hoping to remain awake a little longer 
in order to read nvitation to Learning's discussion of Remembrance 
of things Past. For quite unexpectedly and out of a clean sky, as Grade 
Allen used to have it, two cartons of Talking n ooks arrived, strikingly 
different in appearance for instead qf being in the usual 12 inch square 
or whatever cartons, these seemed to be about 10 inches only. 

** “ 

.ds between this paragraph and the above, a -secretary arrived, and 


I was delighted to re-read and finish your elegant note. l'm so . 
glad you approve the idea of the African House murals b an African. 

It was so characteristic of you to offer to join in this projects as 
in all ever undertaken. Perhaps there is one point to which you might 
lend a hand, should you chance upon the name of a wholesaler of 
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Tuesday, June 7th, 19 55* 


oil paints. I have been ordering from. oears-Roebuck whose prices may be 
as low as a wholesale house but a s I shall probably h z ve to be investing 
in large tubes, - say 6 or 8 inches in length of certain colors such as 
green for grass, blue for sky brown for our friends and smdler 
tubes of crimson and yellow, —and did I say white for clouds, it 
seems to me it might be worth while if one ould determine a wholesaler and 
thus be able to,order them through the Estate. It seems to me evoe and 
Reyonlds used to have a place on the south side of 42nd Street between 
Park and Lexington but I'm not sure if they are wholesale or merely retail. 
Perhaps the Red ^ook might reveal the name of wholesalers of Art supplies, 
but this is probably dubious, and I beg you not to give the matter 
further thought at the expense of your noon hour breather, — if any. 

- I moved tons of book cases from theAfrican House into Hr. Miller's 
cabin today with the help of strong,ebony arms, and endless furniture 
to othir sites. Tomorrow the armoirs will be moved and so the 
preparations go. I shall append q note on the general lay out of the 
place on q?i accompanying sheet. The artist came to see me this aj te moon. 
I showed her the sketches I had made yesterday. Hhe was entranced. 

They will help her with the distribution of the major subjects to be 
used in t he African House. I.shall turn her completely loose on 
those for Yucca if she lives 1 ng enough to start in on that place. 

She insisted on taking two x. of my sketches home with her and wants 
the balance. .ie shall see. 


a 

'Sleste telephoned me at noon to say Charleston had been telephoning 
me all morning. She didn't say why she hadn't sent her servant to find 
me in the garden or African House. Celeste knows nothing about the 
emerging murals, by the way. 

I established contact with Hone s Corner about lsZO. 1 gather 
la Storm was alone. She said she had tried to get me yes.erday. 1 
can't imagine why she didn't succeed. She asked ij, I expected to 
come over to Charleston and Savanah , and how 1 felt when I heard, the 
news of the.appro aching marriage. 1 told her I was thunderstruck. 

She said she loves James but wanted to ask me, —and here was probably 
the reason for the call, - did 1 know his people, as he never has spoke n of 
them. I told her 1 always was want to visit his people whenever 1 was in 
Hatches and that I considered them first raters and I thought his 3ister 
particularly charming. She asked her name. I told her Mrs. 

Patterson. It was impossible to decline making responses and I made them 
a s cashal as possible although I wish she hadn t asked and I,hope she 
h a s sense enough not to tell James she telephoned me. But then, he should 
have written me a little earlier titan he did, —before J-rma did, at least, and 
he should have provided me with any answers, f rankly, I think la , 

Storm merely wanted to be reassured that this whilwmd business had somebody s 
approval other than her own........ 


Memerandumt 

la you aee and as I see, 
by little Hiss Lee. 


—a new typewriter ribbon 


I have, ce ntraty te custom, the envelope for this 
memo in advance, just in case'the installation should 
unexpectedly jump the track, and so if everything goes 
blank all of a sudden, you will understand it is merely 
mechanical failure on the part of the machine and not sin 
the side of the operator. 

* - 

Our remarkably fine summer weather persists, hot-hot but 
a gentle breeae tontng down the heat. 

• ;' ;; . r.. 

Hews came today of the sudden death of Father Becker, and 
so far as I know, not a tear was shed by anyone. He took 
an extra snort of whiskey last evening, it is said, and 
apparently over-stimulated his somewhat n«talic heart. 

I. understand his death secured in Jilleplate or where ever it 
was he made his residence and operated his oil wells, following 
his ouster from the Cliutivtlle Churoh. It is so 7\.re that one 
knows of a person who doesn't seem to have left a soul to 
shed a tear but Father Hecker was an exceptional man 
to start wit\j and apparently ended as one, too. 


Already it woulcppr th t ~his m Ch n• 
w.cky, nn 


gone 


I continue at dawning from-the office.**... 

Should there be a decided irregularity in correspondece for the 
next few days, simply charge it off to'inability to get my machine rigged up 
properly, for I am feeling fine and shall be looking forward to further 
communications shortly* 


* 
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day was fairly bdsy and I began it by getting the finishing 
touches put on the frican House interior, removing the balance of 
impedimenta and getting the walls washed down, the floor scrubbed and so on 
It will be so much more pleasant to have the place in order before 
the various sections of the mural are moved into place, assuming 
that they all will be effected more or less shortly* 

J-t was pleasant to have such a spick and span place to work in, too, for 
I spent as much of the balance of the day at sketching, out the various 
compositions as possible. The paintings are going to be the work of 
the primitive painter alright but a dab of inspiration in advance since 
it will not be easy to intronduce additional changes on wood, once the 
initial concept has been underWfcn. 

Today's in-coming post dropped to' the vani shing point again and 
this, under present circumstances, is fortunate, since the Yucca machine 
is enjoying a temporary rest. 

I learned today that my old friend, ..the piscopal D. J. Coughlin, 
station in Honolulu during the past three years, is about to return to 
Louisiana to take over a Church in Lafayette. What with J oel Fletcher, 

Lionel Jeanmard, etc., living in that city. Father C 0U ghlia will 
be 1 able to exchange notes concerning Natchitoches acquaintances 
when he arrives at his new post. I must remember to write this 
news to Mrs. Brandon for she always liked to keep up with friends of 
friends*, as was the. gentleman of the cloth with her Atlanta associate. 

i O' 2 3 • C 1 ' \ J'lw 1 4 73 1 ■ 4 ~ ^ 

This morning again bids h fair to bring forth another day of the 
same delicious quality as'yester's and I. am delighted. 

'.iT t >» i»U D»V 6 »•"» ' - v 

■■bao with my machine out of whack last night, I was able to provide 
myself with the *petfedt alibi for collapsing in my armchair for a d a b of 
reading, and I made the most out of the Invitation To Learning, which had just 
come to hand on Monday. Naturally I read the Proust thing first and found it 
excellent, ^hen I did the one on Ihomas Paine and one page of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe.. The reader of the American Foundation, —Carl W e ber, almost 
as good but not quite as your friend, A. Scourby, announces the subject matter and 
names the Bryson guests of each discussion and then remarks that here is 
Mr. "ryson whereupon the voices, as transcribed from the broadcast, follow 
through for the succeeding half hour. In short, it is as thou^r hearing the 
original boradcast with the advantage of being able to summon it back as often 
as one pleases. 1*11 be back on this machine again this evening or 
tomorrow before mail time....... 


MeMemandnadm 

* • r ' ■ \ / • • • *tT* 7 Q . r 

Because of existing circumstances and the inclination 
of hurricanes to sweept through these halls of commerce, — 
continue to type from the store, I must of necessity make this note 

brief. ““ • 

• - • 

Our full summer weather continues, hot and dry. 

The morning post brought me some more stationary from 
Moncks Comer, stationary identical to the last I had from 
that quarter. 

A telephone from Carolyn at noon indicated that she would 
be heading for South Louisiana on the morrow and asked if 
would care to come to Shreveport on the morning bus, have a look at 
Old'Bonita and then she would put me out at Melrose as she drove southward, 

It goes without saying that I declined. 

The pilgrims have been numerous today and I am glad the day is 
done. I did not have an opportunity to finish the sketches 
for the African House, but I am ahead of the artist and that is 
all that matters. 1 did get a quick glimpse at the first paggl/ra which 
she is working. Architecturally it is no£ too hot, the buildings are but 
vaguely resembling the, big. house and the frican House, but 
there is charm in the numerous little trees she has painted and she has 

a nnimio aunt Jemimas who are very nice, Marie herese by 
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Thursday, June 9th, 10b> 5. 

frud sqoTq a'jsei ciAfr all** 

. eastim) t oosi "5o A o 0 :.^ \j*t Jr il ia 1 


k9peage if nothing else, the present ones will probably 
besufficiently impressive. I suppose, in sketching the lay out, 

I have in the back of my mind the concept of how the things 

will appear to greatest advantage when reproduced in color in magazines, 

and she has put both buildings in her first panel on too much 

of the same- line, but perhaps she will get going better in the 

swing of things a little later on some of her next ones. 

Richard Briley, thought it was R iley at first, came 
to see me today. S e is with the Alexandria T own 1 alk and wanted me 
to track down some manuscripts of ^r. unn if I could, Cr. Milton 
Dunn. I shall try through ^obina \ho lenows his daughter, Maude, 
who lives in Shreveport. 

* 

Mr, Briley was struct by all he had to see on ye olde 
plantation and wanted some photographic records of personalities, 
and accordingly took a couple of me, holding a couple of 
plates in fronTof -the African House. I was holding an African House 
plate in one hand and if the thing took on the film, it will 
be odd enough, with the sketch of the pie on the place and the 
building itsilf in the background. 

It is folding up time for commercial matters and what with 
the hurly-burly going on around me, ^ feel as though 1 must 
fold up abruptly and I realize more fully than ever how impossible it 
must be for little Miss Lee while a t the office to undertake 
correspondence. My cough improves and, has about run its course I 
believe and f am grateful for that, -^-hope you may report good 
heilth in the Lyme area, too 


Tsmin t VysaA!r ft®.sot; oi - 

v. t>: a aiAi oi beo.. ubo. bo*\ oAt ujoA ue at.. 

, i t. ~-~Jqm.ctnadum.fi a A.' os «■< .l•»'- oi;* o?. V.; v . 

tw btu beuieuui ftiqor>q, sn. ipit ii ; »c, or,it iu 

> •, ...i.tiHi ■! address she envelope, -*and then hold npbreuth, . 

• 4 vlti Oi'.S bito Coo..®' 




ve 



er. iK2 f ' a ei *• ■■lit' \ ivu O ■ «»* k v*> » u* w y ■- nw v «•«» v> / ^ »-*■ ^ J »» ''**• y ^ 

d.-.np day in these parts and wet-are prdfti sed'.cool dc,.ipness /or 
the norrov), --excellent /or vegetation. 



, ,1 , « i i x -A. i 

. t iu 'p/n® 
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Semething tells me this ribbsn isn't tracking prsperly but 
I shall try anether paragraph sr tws regardless. 

I was glad ts discuss the impending marriage, sr rather 
te speculate sn hew the engagement has advanced te this stage 
a nd as swiftly and we have ceme ts this cenclusien, —keeping 
in mind the persenalities ef the peeple invslved and what we 
can recall ef the time elements as between their initial meeting 
near Pensacsla and the present. 


Knewing Dera as I ds, Icannet believe that he knew 
\s engaged prier ts sr during Kay's vacatisn in 
’srnia, and yet, in view sf Irm a 's letter, it is sb 


he was 
C a l if' 

KaV had just that in mind. 
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Friday, June 10th, 19 55. 
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The letter frsm Dsra just befsre his last ene, announcing 
his impending marri a ge, did net in any way hint sf marriage, 
if i recall csrrectly and althsugh he did net tell me in advance 
sf his intentisn ts quit Herman ss abruptly, 1 seme hew have a 
feeling he wsuld have esnfided ts me, had he intended sr even 
given thsught ts marriage. I csuld be wrsng sn this psint. 

• •' r. , f • ’ ■ » 

, But the fact is that Irma did seem ts knew o bsut the 
esming event, and it is perfectly true I wwete her , 
telling her frankly I thsught it must be a figment sf Kay's 
imaginatisn. I still think it was at that stage sf the game. 

• 

And ss, at this writing, ene esmes ts the cenclusien, 
what with the evidence at hand, --meager ensugh, —that Kay 
fell in lsve with Dsra, j>ut sut the gssd news in Califsrnia 
came back and disesvered Dsra restless, as his last letter ts me 
clearly indicated, and fearing her bird was absut ts fly, 
did the prspssing right then and there and, by bemy euc oeseful, 
was „ble ts „ o.xfirm. ihe ru h •„ e •% » y ~ ..c ..s<£ pu. 

* £ r , # — ^ g , ^ , 2, • w _ off, - ,S ¥ « -£•»»» Ji i. * i*k • 

o - ; «»<< | • v w.. uej »..y »c u vs ru , e^.pv e ss mg tne wish 

that The Bluff had an intellectual, is perhaps a key ts 
the present remance, fsr Dsra prsbably represents just 
the type sf intellectual K a y imagines, althsugh sweetness sf # 

perssnality rather than intellect is what she had in mind but didn t 

One regret a ble bit sf dews came frsm Carelyy, when she 
repsrted listening ts a news cast sut sf dew rleans the ether day. 

A plane sr a bus sr car sr ssmething, en rsute ts Uexics City, 
and semewhere near that place, was smashed, killing several 
peeple including ene Igsr Beussel. And ss gees the wsrld 
a nd ss I fsld up my beard...... 


mi, 


Mens random: 

t |\ *u tit* •" * 

Just ts play safe, I esntinue making my envelepe 
befsre beginning- the mems, —just in case. 

T •' * - 
Ve had a half inch sf rain during the nigft, riding 
in sn a osld frsnt that drspped the thermsmeter ts 
the mid 50'• last night. It retained cssl all day but 




v v «i A Jr 
a i an 


a.'a 


a pleasant sun tended ts warm things ints the 80's 
during the afternssn but it's easier agai n tsnigyht. 


Carslyn departed fsr Shrevepsrt after dinner. 

Ve tried ts make it up the Bermuda read ts get seme 
pictures sf dtlsn Jshnssn but the read was such a shambles, 
fcai we had ts fsregs the prefect. 


2 -j. V t 


' isr , , J wiA 

J. H. sent me a carpenter and an electrician this 
smerning. I had them take sut the eld wiring sn the 
seesnd fleer and replaee it with new.. There had been but 
sne nutlet, hanging dsum frswt the central sr middle 
sf the place. I thsught it wsuld be better ts have in - 
.v direct lighting and ss had tws lights placed sn eash sf 

the three, beams which sirrech aorsss the ream absut tws feet 
frsm the deling.' In the absenoe sf any reflectern, I 
rsunded up seme nice shiney pie plates, cutting eaoh in sne straight 
» line frsm the eut sr edge t* the center. This ef eeurse enabled 
sne ts ever-lap the pieces where the $ oenter te suter edge 
-*■ had been eut and as sne dtd ss, the fsrmer met alia disks fermed 
cupmshaped refleetsrs which tosuld be sent at the base sf the 
^ ssekets sn the upper side sf the beams. Then a small hsle 

was cut in theibettem sf six gsurds ts fit suer the ssekets 
and the taps sf the gsurds'-femeved and the light bulbs 
screwed in. Thus all the light was thsrw ts the wite painted 
ceiling, with ns direct light visible and when the big eld 
t V )> hppsd wsven baskets were places aleng between the gsurds, the 
placed lssked as ante bellum as ever and the light was 


1 
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Clemence had finished the first panel, —the African Heuse 
anrf Melrose, and I tested it acress the oetten patch by myself, 
altheugh the breeae then blewing almest task me fer a ride, 
at yeu may image, what with a flat surface, 8 feet in length 
and feur in width might previde by way ef a til, 

Clemence didn't seqm in tee happy a meed. She said 
the teld J, H, the wasn t geing te de all that werk fer 
nething and he said, according te her, that since he was 
previdtng the beards and the money, the weuld have te 
leek te me fer the meney, 1 But the did take the next panel 
heme with her, 

. \ 

I saw J, H, after supper and atked if Clemence had asked him 
fer meney. He said the hadii t but that-1 theuldn't give her 
any because, at he laughingly explained,"I teld her she eught 
•te get her Old Age Pension check increased", 

...... .. 

• Aft the mement, I knew net where the status ef the thing 
stands. Surely he can't, assume the will paint miles ef murals 
fer nething. Perhaps he dees feel that having previded the 
materials and the werkvten te get the place rigged up, he hat 
dene his share, I assume, hewever, that h k e mill previde her 
with seme sert ef recempensa, I shall ge a little deeper inte 
this at seme subsequent sitting, fer at the mement, the plantatien 
werld seems be-'oleuded, what with the Agricultural Experiment 
Statien having just reperted that mest pj the Heiress pecans 
crep hat been wiped eut by seme insect which is te pecanes what 
the bell weevil is te oetten, Anether day, a wiser mement te 
explere the business ef the artist , # 

' ' . 'Vj , .1. ., * y, u bt 

During the afterneen, I finished the reugh sketches ef 
five ef the major panels te give prepertien te drawings en 
such a large scale, the concept of which seems quite be¬ 
wildering to the artist, as the first panel she did suggests, 

I think she will be catching en te the swing ef the thing from 
here en eut and preb a bly the, herself, will get a d a b of 
pleasure and satisfaction, aside from the laker, new that 
the perspective are assured, 

■ < ; ' v 

My calendar is he a qtly dated fer pilgrims this week ehd, 
one batoh being Celeste s friends, attending a fashionable 
wedding somewhere in this arith en Saturday, * hope there may 
he a measure ef quiet in the envires ef Lype . 


T v', * \ZQ. - ... : a t . 'i' a 

t S3 or • . . j i! ;3 

Sunday, June 12th, 19 55. 

t v . '• "XT: ear « ' 3 ", •: 

■ i 9.' 4 ..Ai ■ ojn I . . o-.; ai*' no 

Memorandum: 

'*■ - a * U *3 « O . x j 

Hew odd appears the spacing ef the address en the 
envelope I have just made fer this memo, 

Oo ■> i <i 4 V3 cS \j\K- x L i'OO -IT*» 1 

I have been using a nen-Denhelme margin te w rite 

an article on‘the Melrose mu als and obviously forget 
te adjust the left hand margin when I began this. 

And speaking ef Miss Denhelme, I was a little 
surprised that she took the liberty te write Miss Dermen 
„bout the SeuthCarelina romance * It had seemed 
best te me that this news be withheld from Briarweed 
until after the nuptials had been celebrated u :ia 1 sheult 
Lave sain :s much w- in writing M. Dr„i,e~i»e, a.ea...&a 

- .*,a'z ~ o a ~— h c- p e il .*, . 5 P— ~ w o • ■ y **• e a 

uCniw M ii.v puui'exy , vuo pcriiuLps cy the vime Carrie s 

letter, which I feel this will impell her to write te The 
Bluff,-will arrive only after the wedding party has 

headed eut fer Savanah, I hope,' 

. 

Yesterday and today have been remarkably brilliant 
and cool* It was down in the 50 f s again last night, — 
the coldest June en record, accerding te the weather bureau, 
But this cold wave makes fer marvelously comfortable 
days and, after all these years, and for the first time 
«. in my life, I can agree with the New England poet in asking: 


i "Oh, what is so rare as a day in June 

biifrjr uUU •jfrnao frcoi? IIjw icsotoo Ilo in 


IV 


since always before they have been inclined te be ef the 
blistering type, making it so easy fer anybody te respond 
with any number ef things that were rarer, 

*\ o At ■ ■ • :ols ei u«j - ' 


last night I get around te read a few ef the "Invitation 
te Learning n records and liked everything I read, 

I must begin punching-Library of Congress te record a 
heap mere. It was especially pleasant to bump inte 

St 1 L i 


especially pleasant te bump 

•j ' : l. i 


ilu\ i:j ‘ 
ad as 


hue too\ u 8‘Aaqe.ac\ aliad 
otto yi.,b"ia*aarjn. Lif. ^-A \ 
iLS'.aiq 4;aad cl*' fc:.a ,'aa- abi 
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E, Roscoe Murrow, discussing with Lyman Bryson nnd 
Mr, Reston of the Washington !J, T, Times office, the 
. Essay,. $n Liberty by Jshn Stuart Hill, Except for the 
election eve comments exch a nged with Robert Trout, b a ck 
in —was it 1958, I think I never heard Ur, Uurrow, except 
on his regular news boradcasts, I must say that he is equally 
excellent in his role of round table commentator or 
discussionist, 

Ora telephoned me this morning to f read me a letter in 
the'Shreveport Times concerning a lady s visit to Melrose 
80 or 30 years..ago. She will mail it and I shall send it along 
to you when it arrives. Ora said her father, after a 
week in a Shreveport hospital, ha3 been sent heme to Uinden as 
the doctors say Ora's stepmother can take care of him as 
well at home, and pointing out that his heart condition 
is such that it was thought he couldn t survive 3 years 
„go and that he is now beyond anything they can do for him. 
Fortunately, hi 3 gaiety of spirit bubbles over and he 
can treat his condition with much objectivity and find 
humor still in what goes on around him, 

Clemence came to see me during this a fternoon, She 
seemed more gay than on Friday and said she wanted to go 
a head with the murals whether J, H, lends a hand in 
tossing cash in her direction or not, I think that is 
o good sign. She said she has painted in the sun dials 
and that it looks quite pretty, I shall accept her invita¬ 
tion to go and have a look at it for myself the morrow, 

I took her o er to the African Houqe, ostensibly to look at 

the mural section already painted, "just to see how it 

looks". Actually, my reason was to seee if she would 

take a look at the other sections, roughly blocked out. That 

was really what she wanted to se$, too, 1 gathered, and 

I think it so well to get these generally fixed in her 

mind before she begins setting paint to them, for 

the'over all concept will most certainly tend to 

lend much to lending harmony to the whole piece, 

< r ■’ ■. -v- ' «'■'•■' • w - • 

•T , , 

’ The cool spell is slowing up growth of vegetation 
but the little rest, I think, will do it no harm since 
plants as well as humans ought to have an opportunity 
to relax occasionally• The tomato plants in front of 
Tucoa have already attained a height of 3 feet which is certainj 
tall enough and the egg plants are about 8 feet tall and 
the belle peppers a foot and a half and in full flower, 

I had pilgrims yesterday and today but pleasant ones so that 
the week end has been pleasant. May as much be said 
for Lyme ••••••• 


Monday, June 15th, 19 55. 
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I enclose the clipping carrying the letter of Mrs, Molly 
Bq7iks Gray, mentioned in yesterday's memo, I think you will 
find it quite gay fo¥ a 93 year old lady, I never knew her, as 
her last visit here was paid many years before my time but 
naturally I wrote her a letter to congratulate her on her 
appearance in print, t 

• r * 

Clemence came to see me today, with a gleam of inspiration 
in her eye. She says she knows perfectly well J, H, isn't 
going to give her a cent for painting the murals but 
, that she doesn t care, just so long as I like them and 

believe in then* I tali her that after we get them painted $ 
she might do a flock of small panels, more or less reproducting 
certain of the ones that turn out best and that I think we 
ought to be able to sell a flock of them in view of the 
publicity that will, I suppose, as a matter of course, attend 
their unveiling. 

It's so typical of the Henry traits to get wonderfully 
entysiastic abodt something dnd then,' especially when the second 
class citizens are involved, suddenly let it evaporate, I 
recall a line in the Mme, de Pompadour biography in which the 
author remarks that her heroine, unlike her successor, never did 
let the artists down, 

a 

And speaking of the Henrys reminds me that the clerk told 
me today that rma Tucker has been fired from her job because 
of her constant flying about the world, unmindful of her 
duties in the work-a-d a y world. It is reported that although 
her next to the last car had not been fully paid for, she bought 
a new fourty-two hundred dollar vehicle which isn't paid 
for either and that her telephone and electric bills haven't 

0 71 Tin i in 0 r\n o + 11* mam 4 -h 0 J 1 «• *3 .* _ _ ... _ .1. v _ • t « 


jwi couisci wsm ufsuo t »cr ucj .cpnmnc u nm exconric 01119 naveil T 
been paid in the past four months, Alexandira must be liberal 
in utilities, since lights and telephone would undoubtedly have 
been cut off in most places. Apparently there is 
a tighening of the purse springs from her former source of 
inoome, too. That a pieoe of baggage of her description 
should have traveled so, far as she has is certainly a mystery. 
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Tuesday, June 14th, 19 55 


On my way t • the Pest Office this merning, I 
dropped by Clemence '3 heuse te take a gander at the 
sun dial ef which she had spoken yesterday. I was delighted 
with in and altheugh it was vaguely cockeyed, it seems 
te s trike just the right nete in the pesitien 
it is located, She was just astarting te paint in eld 
Uncle Israel and his buggey, heading eut, I suppese, 
for Primer Reck Church. I think it is se gay te run 
tegether the persenal ities ef twe centuries as is being 
dene in seme ef these panels, fer altheugh Uncle Israel 
was a slave, Pat's air plane'appears in the upper blue in 
the same panel, 

i 

• I searched fer Invitatien te Learning, er rather 
fer Meet the Press last night but never ceuld find it. I 
assume it must have gene off the air fer the summer. I 
did find Elmer D a vis, hewever, whem I always enjey hearing, 
his ireny is se wenderfully devastating when he gets te 
talking a beut pelitics. 

V- - V • »'» •*’ ’•.*> ' 31 V • -r a 

Our beautiful June weather centinues altheugh the 
ceelness gives way te temperatures in the 90's • 

And the builders ef the black tep read keep the dust 

flying, tee. Teday, fer example, they dumped hundred, perhaps th 

ands ef truck leads ef dirt frem here te there 

an d back again, each <■truckful teaching the next and 

big levelers te smeeth it dewn se the passing 

cars can speed past and shake the stuff inte 

the air te settle every place but in the 

read. Anether layer ef dirt is s cheduled fer the merrew, then 
cn equal ameunt ef gravel and se en, and by September, 

I hepe, they will get areund te putting the black tep 

in its preper layer. 

. - - 

I oentinue reading Invitatien te Learning with pleasure. 
Ceumbia must have been adamant abeut giving CBS 
full credit fe each recerd has an endless rigamarele 
abeut ewnership, etc., which in all ether recordings 
are reserved fer the initial recerd in any series • 

But I den't mind the constant repetition with each new 
disk fer what each holds is well worth the endless ever and 
ever again recital. And new te the ntail cmd Invitatien and 
se plays eut the day..,.,. 


Memorandum : 

i -V 

"A psychological analysis ef vice in Frenah society 50 
years age ....... 

Hew little Marcel would have chuckled ever this summation 
ef his Cities ef the Pi a in, as quoted frem the recorded 
Talking Book Topics, received teday, 

• ;• j 

Our delightful summer centinues but the thermometer keeps 
edgeing up a little further inte the 90's and frem where 
I sit, while SpjUng^will net officially make her hew until 
a week hence, she has, what might be termed, practically arrived 
* • 

The morning's mail brought a few letters. Madam Brandon, 
Hina Mclnnis, Janes P. Register and so en but pilgrims te the 
tune ef 20 in a "dreeseep 1 ' knocked eut the contact with 
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on the plai tation books against the plantatisn # It gees 
witheut saying that I shall be entranced te be able to draw en 
this te feed pennies inte la Hunter's pocket from time te t ime and 
thus keep her in a n apprepriate frame ef mind te keep en with 
her werk I am under the impressien that J. H. suspected 1 would 
semehew contrive te see that she get paid regardless and this 
was undeubtedly a gesture h*a direction in spite of h\s 
epinien ef the ether evening that I weuld de well te give her 
net a cent. It m ust be awfully difficult fer a shrewd business 
man te wilfully a vid putting ever a slick deal when the 
eppertunity fer ceming eut the winner Js se eadily ithm his grasp, 
in a case such as this. 

I chatted fer a few minutes tenight with Jehn Kyser He was 
thrilled at the news ef the impending panels and asked if he 
and his wife might be invited te view them wh n they were 
cempleted. I'teld him that I guess was that he weuld, indeed, 
be bidden. t 

I wrete a ceuple mere articles, 6 er 8 pages in length. 


■ x 3> 
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Wednesday, June 15th, 1955, 
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by way ef publicity fer the .unveiling ef the murals . It seems 
a d a b premature te be deing this, perhaps, since I might 
a veid cbunting my chickens b fere they were hatched if I waited 
until the final panel had been achieved. ut I figure that 
it will de ne harm te have these ready in advance a n * is 

easier te de a ceuple every tvs er three days, with the 48 heur 
interval between giving ene ample eppertunity te rig up a ceuple 
ef new appreaches se that all the articles may be submitted te 
papers like the Shrevepert, Hew Orleans, L a llas, Heusten, etc.. 
Papers at the same time, tegether with the pictures, when made 
ef them, either in black and white er in celer, a nd thus ene may 
veid duplication ef phraseelegy a n d if submitted under different 
jLtk es, they a II * a V he printed about the same time witheut 
seeming te stem frem the same pan,. I really think Margaret 
McDonald weuld be flying dewn te Melrese again ferthwith, if 
she knew what might be ceeking. I figure, however, that I might 
just as well try my hand at these papers myself in this 
particular instance, jeining with Carelyn in submitting 
ene ef the.stories to Leek, along with celer films. 


Lera's wedding day, and I'm holding the thought 
the everything slid along as smooth as silk at old Trinity 
in Savanah. 

l • y . % ei*■' :-.i& 

If the weather in that quarter was as perfect as locally, 
it could scarcely have been better, summer-ish but 
sufficiently cloudy to temper the sun's rays and a pleasant 
breeze to cut the hundidity. 


a 


A flock of. circumstances prevented me from doing more 
that sketchily glance through the mail. I found a chack 
from Lora for 80 dollars, as against the mural fund to 
see that Clemenoe gets paid and this added to J. H.'s 
fifteen and twenty five coming in a brief note from Carolyn, — 
h a nd written a nd therefore but partically as yet undeciphered, 
all of which seems to suggest that the artist will not be 
cheated as the work progresses. 




al ip 


o'* 
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i * - . 

Cod's gourd on the front allery grew a little over a foot in 
length today. If the fruit turns out h a lf a s imposing as 
the vine, it should really be impressive.. ... 






Is bap*;-, 


Litiu 

ilcrtl: 
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♦ In Lora'8 letter, among other things, appears to be an 
elaborate account concerning the proper stuff to apply to 
the mural boards- before the paint goes on them. I shall 
have an opportunity on the morrow to transcribe this on to a 
•f Paper and send it to town for supplying same. 

>. V15 i.— * a ‘-3 >reo v *, ■* \i t>’\v.ic 

Also, in Lora's letter, was a request for more mail, as 
in my last letter, I had sent hiy only a clipping. ut, running 
true to form, he apparently didn t remember to give me an 
address. As I understood the three letters coming from 
South Carolina a week b a ck, the wedding party was to leave 
Moncks Comer a couple of days prior to today, and that 
laStorm would return to the plantation while the newly weds 
went on a sort of preliminary honeymoon in Florida. How I have 
tried oatching up with the groom in Florida before, even when 
I had at least one address, even though it was no good, and 
I find the address, James P. Register and wife, Florida, a 
little vague so far as expecting the postal officials to have 
a ny luok Jn getting it to its destination. 


ft 4 4>.4 

A A*f 
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On the home front, all continues to rook along according 

'■ >' vj'JW an . . •>•. Lipe.'v.* • r.\. »>• 







i 


♦ 










From rhe FRANCOIS MlGNON Papers, #M-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7414 


7415 


to the time honored oustedi, For instance, anether attempt, — 
the millienth, I think, te extract iron-less water by digging 
a well in the elipse in frent of the Afrioan Reuse, That 
as usual, came te nething and the traps have been remeved, — 
net as usual but te my great satisfactien, 

Anether familiar pattern came inte fecus when I drepped 
by next deer fer a d a b ef ceffeee at 9 this meriting. The 
servant said that the ladies were spending the day in Shrevepert, 
. I heard the ether day they simply had nething te wear te 
Kentucky and since they are geing fer a reunien with Madam 
Regard's sisters, whe are nuns, eaven knows the lecal 
ladies sheuldn't think ef putting in an appearance witheut 
semething te drapp about their persons, 

U •; .. i oi >.$ • .o l; .5) i Ov \ 

The day's batch ef pilgrims was net excessive, —the 
farthest afield coming from Elmira, Hew Fork, But I had several 
local pilgrims from along Cane M iver, I was happiest 
te see Zelma i oho looked fine, I thought, andin full 
control ef her unfailing g a y laughter. She returns te 
tfie hospital on Sunday for the turner operation, I assume 
the cancer treatment ef the past 6 weeks must have proven 
favorable or even, I hope, successful, 

J • • i > i. X, i -A* . 8 w ^ l W <* Ci m O' • ^ ^ « •** 1 •- 

Four different oldsters from along the river, people 
ef color whe have always devoted themselves te making a 
vegetable garden, passed this way during the day. Word had 
gene forth, I knew net by what grapevine, that there were 
tematf plants three or four feet high growing in the 
shadow of the banana plants in front ef Yucca, As 
vegetable fanciers ef experience, they had asked at the 
store if they might come te see me, —meaning the tomato 
plants, And having seen, they wagged their heads and 
pondered, examined the soil in their hands and teas it 
back gently, I suppose the entire trict ef the thing is 
the fact that the earth is very rich in the particular 
spots where I planted them. They are already in flower and 
tomorrow I am making seme larger bamboo trellises fer 
the individual 15 plants since my first construction work, 
supposed at the time to be adequate, has somehow been lest 
in the luxurianoe of the growth, 

. 

I started 0 n article abeut the murals with Leek Magazine 
in mind at 4:20 this morning. It jogged along alright until 
my day started, I n stead ef reading tonight, I think I shall 
finish it. It certainly seems premature te be doing this but 
it will be good te hafie it written when the murals have been 
finished and the photographs taken, I have never read Leek, but 
I ee just guess at what 1 think the type ef thing I think 
they would like .. 


Thursday, June )/6th, 19 55. 

t ' - - 'TV. V B 

t .• r.i . ■ . . , v. 

i. . i i 

— s i* .. • •••. 

Memorandum: t 
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At long last, I get around te read Dora's letter 
which I enclose, I think you will agree with me that it is 
rather remarkable, net so much fer people and things mentioned 
but these passed ever in silence Somehow it seems so obvious 
that Aunt Willie turns out te be the dominant character and 
K a y the most ephemeral, 

. . .v. ^ 

The letter reveals semething else that pleases me much, fer 
I a”* always delighted te. learn that Aunt Willie is resourceful 
enough te put ever something on the yeunstens, Fer this she evidentl 
has dene in the matter ef the Mencks Corner - Melrose conversation 
ef a week back. It appears clear, from Dora's letter, that he 
is under the impression that I had put hreugh a call to 
TheBluff whereas in point of fact, Ut was la Storm who called 
me, I suppose either Dor a #r K a y chanced to be present when 
l a Storm's call finally got through on Sunday a nd that 
she c ncelled it since she would not have been able to ask the 
questions she wanted to really bring up and which she got 
a round to do on thje following day, obviously when she was 
alone, 

. 

On the home front, I saw the ladies who had been shopping 
in Shreveport yesterday, Madam R e gard was wearing a pair 
of new white shoes, —quite fancy they were, too, with much 
open work and so cut as to enable one to see the big toe. Surely 
her nun sisters should be jealous of such frivolity which the 
customs of their religious order will never permit them to 
indulge in, . 

Like everyth ng else in life, it seems to be the anticipation 
ef the jaunt to Kentucky which is the most important thing, what 
with various and sundry preparations being made for the 
journey which will begin on Thursday, June 23 rd when they 
leave here for Hew Orleans to take the train for 
Louisville which, I suppose, they may reach about 
Satu day v following a day or so spent in the Crescent City, 

Sunday will off religious services, I suppose, and Monday 
the local laides will head out for home. It does seem like 
.... a- heap of preparation for such a brief time for pleasure, but 
no doubt the preparations mi is actually the thing. 
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Friday, Jung 17th 


Celeste had a letter frem Juanita (Cenree) Henry, 
saying that Jee will be in Memphis fer a week, beginning the 
80th, attending seme R, E. A, pew-wew and that he will 
ceme te Melrese en the 85th te remain fer twe days, — preb a bly 
Sunday and Menday, a week hence, after which he will ge en te 
Cenree where he will pick up his wife and whisk her off 
te the Daketas • 

• 

A telephene frem Carelyn indicates she will pass this way 
fer a brief step and I shall have an eppertunity te run through 
the threee mural articles id th her fer cerrectiens that 
I knew are geing te be required, —especially unfinished sen- * 
tences, breken eff by interruptiens in the writing, 

■■ A V a •• S r, 3'. '. ’ J 

And speaking ef murals, Clemence came te see me this 
mernii\g, saying she expected te finish the second ef the 
panels by three e'cleck this afterneen and ceuld 
I send semebedy wi.th the sectien designed fer the baptisin' 
nd te pick up the ene en the Yucca sectien which she had 
nearly finished • t 

• 

Clemence 's cencept ef time has always been relative and 
accordingly I wasn't tee surprised when she and her helper 
appeared by St, Giggin's Fountain, bearing the 
Yucca panel, —did{ I say, at 2:15* 

• 

I liked her handling ef it a lright but was a little 
puzzled hew she had painted Yucca which appears te have o» extra re 
prejecting eut frem the gallery about three feet below the eaves • 

I shall have te take her by the hand ene ef these days 
a nd sell her the idea ef eliminating this unewcted feature 
which never in this world ceuld ever have existed and which 
certainly gives a» —shall I say, - quaint appearance te 
the structure, 


Memorandum: 

Vi o • 'r.x,. i j, uy\ ;;a ; ■- 

I saw some ef Alton Johnson's prize winning automobile 
models today, I was enormously impressed by their plastic 
like appearance al though it is only the glos- ¥ laquer fini^ .es 

, m P 1 ^ C C ? * m — « * O 4. .1. . W yvt dil, • ■ w ujwf . V «. 

ej - « J w w w*•» C € — p • »y * w w _ l/i»W » Uv>ii I b wd*. 

oo^ce c a-rtiug the summer or rattier during the present 

vacation which is terminated in early July when the summer 
session is sandwiched in between the May or June vacation and 
the September-Ccteber periods, designed . te give the children 
a chance te help hee the cetten in the Spring and te 
harvest it in autumn, 

Carolyn came by last night and I suggested she drive 
me te Alton's house this morning with a view ef making an 
appointment fer seme photographs, fer I think an article en Alton 
might always be in order and it eccured te me that it might 
be an excellent idea te get a picture or twe ef him down 
here, perhaps at carving while Clemence is busy hard by at her 
painting, Having twe exceptional artists living on a single 
plantation ought te lend news value te any article, I 
. should think • 


I didn t knew that Alton was working at the school when 
I drove up te see him and accordingly stepped at his 
house a beut a mile up the Bermuda read frem here • I didn't 
knew it, but an adventure awaited me, fer when geing en the 
gallery te knock, a couple ef big eld dogs, - sort ef German 
police, came leaping at me, ene grabbing me by ene leg, the 
ether by the ether • It is a pity nebpdy saw me because ef bushes 
growing by. the gallery fer I think a movie ef me doing the 
Highland fling would have been distinctly en the hilarious 
side • I suppose I must have performed . with agility and speed 
since I seen get both animals disverced frem my legs, - each havin 
about half way between the knees and the hips, Although 
without a stick, I drove them frem the gallery and did some 
mere kencking at the deer but as it was evident no ene was 
rtco gg-u *!’ u: jv ST'it t.V.'sit t-mbtsA \ 


I g a ve her seme money frem Der n 's contribution and 
sent her along heme, her helper teating „ fancy bushel basket fer 
her, an item which she, —Clemence net her gentleman helper, had 
been eyeing fer. seme time in anticipation ef using it te 
carry feed te seme church picnic being stirred up fer this week end 

. «. 

The letter frem Hina speaks fer itself, I am so glad 
she is geing te spend seme time with the artist group for I 

« .. . m * • • ■ » J J L L - . . S . -A- L _ _ A 1L . J S S J . 
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at home and as my shoes were beginning to get gummy with blood 
down my legs, I returned to the car, came home and jumped into 
tub and after patting myself to look like a son of 
old Africa about m V loins, put on some fresh clothing and 
drove b a ck to the Bermuda road and on up to see Alton • 

He told me his dogs had been vaccinated recently and so there 
is no chance of rabbis, —aor is it with one "b , —a matter 
that ha 3 to be taken into account in these parts where so many 
are forever biting dogs and the dogs biting people* The other 
day on the radio there was s omething about 17 mad foxes having 
done damage to dogs in the Shreveport area this Spring* 


/ V W W vJ « 


I got around to read a couple of Invitation to 
Learning programs last night, — ein Lieber Bryson doing a 
round concerning Jane Adams and having Frances Perkins as 
one of his guests* T enjoyed it* I got to The Pickwick 
Papers, too, —the Reverend Clifton Fadiman sitting along 
side Herr Bryson, I have tried reading Pickwick but find the 
author too generous with his words and I pondered on the 
a mount of time it required people to read Dickens along about 182 
when there were no radio entertainments, and while I was con¬ 
vinced I should never find time to read him again, I 
laughed at myself in realising that if Time were the 
only element, I most certainly wouldn't be logical if I could 
find little or none for Dickens but plenty for little Marcel • 

And speaking of these recorded programs, I must say I enjoye 
the one given over t% Cities of the Plain wherein one of the Brys 
guests underlined a fact about Proust which Dr, Bryson 
seeemed to disagree with at the beginning and somehow seemingly 
to resent as the thing proceeded 

Bryson seemed to be going • » the old misconception the Proust 
was painting the decline of civilisation in France whereas his gu 
pointed up the fact, —the correct one „ in my opinion, that Prous 
was simply setting forth that., civilisation is like this and 
the wheel of the upper and lower ranks pf society constantly 
turning, —today's down up on the morrow and today's 
up going around the unending circle* 

^ II o 0 K i i 51 $ I' ,\ Z A ^ i*\. '51 * ~ -L. ! i IVv 

Ed, Murrow mentioned the death of John Qolden 
tonight, Ve had had mutal friends and all of them 
admired him tremendously* 

t 

Ourweather continues perfect although toe do need a rain* 

I am holding the thought there may be vast calm in and about 
Lyme****** 




. 


UAsoiK vliu Uvsv. etiiwm; ■ 

**untidyi June 19th, h* 


Mdmo i u. : 


~9 V> .. ,QC 

U u « w Cb w y w p w 


tJCu.Ci 


vi« ¥ to 


root you, — nuouig vo go . through all that exhausting ex¬ 
citement which invariably attended the program you undertook** No 
wonder correspo ddnnce wasn't to be thought of at such a season* 

When last I went through such rigors, I couldn't even have 
found stationary, let alone the time to use it* I have never 
quite decided which is worse, —the job of rying to live through 
such turmoil or, —and thi3 is about the only alternative, in a 
great city, —scurrying a bout and finding a newly decorated place and 
moving into it* I guess one is about as bad as the other, 
and even here where there are so many places to house endless 
impedimenta temporarily, I always find myself feeling like a 
nomadic Indian sitting in an untidy tent while the process is under 
way, bereft of impulse or energy to do anything until a better 
and quieter day dawns* 

■ t . S sc zi x Toy* i 

But the recompense comes in tfre realisation that the work 
h a s been achieved and that everything will be spick and span again 
for another season, and I suppose there is bound to be satisfaction 
in the realisation that all the excitement doesn't have to be gone 
through again, for a while at least* And by now, I am holding the 
thought, everything is b a ck in order again and let us hope there will 
much added restfulness on returning to the family hearth in merely 
realising that all is in order once more * 

,'<j z , , , j-. . t ' ’ •• \: 

Our beautiful weather continues, fairly warm during the 
..day, sort of 70ish at night, —and no sign of rain in the offing, 

I had quite a few callers on,Saturday, including Philip Johnson, 
Alton's papa, who, having heard of my adventure with his dogs, came to 
express his regrets and sympathy and to tell me that I must come back 
right away aiid that by calling to the dogs by the names of Trixie 
and Pal, everything will be alright and they will be entranced to 
come bouncing to meet me at the sound of their names* Pal and 
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But I must report that my 


Trixie, —what names for man eaters _ 
wounds are healing nicely and that 1 shall be able to le a ve off b a no 
within^ a day or t\po . 

vaguely surprised on openin 
one swallow 
He was even more 
surprised to find the cash’retgister open and the few dollars in 

A look around 

revealed that somebody had broken in the door at the back of the 


Monday, June 20th, 19 55 


The clerk, on Saturday morning, was 
the store, to notice a quart bottle of muscatelle wine, 
been taken from it, sitting on the counter . 


Memorandum 


ch a nge he had left in it the night before gone 

i 

store. It didn't take long to track* down the culprits, two 
nephews of our non-regretted cook, Mattie, of yesteryear. Dooley 
Moran 0 nd Love Williams, the latter a son of the Love Williams 
who was killed in an automobile accient, — a broken back, two or 
three years b a ck. I must say that qll of this flock of Williamses 
seem to be scoundrels and one doesn t have to look far for perpetrat 
when aything is stolen on the plantation. Unless J. H. has turned 
them out, they are both sitting in the jail tonight which 
certainly must have pained them, what, with today, the 19th of June, 
being the one big holiday of the year for plantation folks at 
this bend of the river. 

. v. - ", . 

I got a little reading done from the Bryson opus last night, — 
a discussion of de Tocqueville 's book about America, written in 
1855, —Dr. Toynbee being one of the panel. I also read 
a dsicussion of Carl Sandburg's. book a bout Lincoln, The Paririe 
Tears, Eric Severai, i* sitting in, teaming aiong other things 
that like Sandburg, Severai is also of Scandinavian descent. 

One thing I enjoyed particularly wasa discusssion on another 
record in the same series of Shaw's "Man and Super-man" wherein was 


And 30 the announcement, enclosed herewith, of the O'Brien- 
Register wedding came vo t*a:id in toady's po~;. * mujt 

news (P'dvey-d b. ..... fcr... 1 .ex.j 2 t «... „ ..o. 

^ u 3 hr • i v* x- *,3, & w .• v~‘C m*«i• w Gj yo t i y oc j %j 0 j — t w o J. 

uyww vg. uer*se a» juta voiuenow zne accompanying formalism . 
indicating "At home at The Bluff after August 15th" did not 
sound too v convincing either, in view of all J)ora has 

written during the past two or three months • 

' 

I began my day by setting my hand to pushing two items 
each into the •place the other had occupied in the African House, 
and while this sounds exceedingly simple, and perhaps a little 
wacky, it really involved quite a <*ab of labor . 

You may recall that just inside the African House on the 
ground floor, *there were a big old armoir, chuck full of books ne 
the left (west) door, and a big old bale of yellow cotton 
next two it, and bringing the cotton next to the right 
entrace or east door • I wanted them to e xchange positions 
but that pre-supposed that qRl the books had to be removed from t 
a rmoir before I could, with assistance, budge it, and the cotton 
bale had to be moved out of the way before the armoir could dis¬ 
place it • Well, I did it, and the sole purpose for the doing was 
• this j — as one comes down the stairs from the upper 
floor, one will be confronted by the wall at the foot of the 
stairs, —eventually, - by a reproduction of one of the 
sections, in smaller scale, of one of the mural p a nels, and 
as one turs a little from^the step to arrive at the east doorway, 
he will find a plate of.the African House staring him slap 
in the face, on a level with his eye, attached as it now is, to t 
dark cherry of the end of the armoir on which it hangs • My thougt 
is that quite a few pilgrims in the months ahead, following the p 
on the panels, will, on quitting the upper floor, find delight, I 
in encountering these two items just at the foot of the stairs on 
their way, out. Well, we shall see. One thing is certain, 
the visitor can get up stairs without ever seeing the painting or 
the plate but they con t possible get out, on coming down, withow 
having each smack them slap in the face. I trust this 
constitutes good salesman ship, or at^least good advertising of m< 
chandise . 


1 
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Tuesday, June 21st, 19 55 


vitation to Learning last night and 
. L. Menken's book on the American 
e discussion that the famous initials 
2 s „ was tracked down by Menken to have 
0 f Andrew Jackson's successor in the 

" _ • „ j.l . h- V a Pn r«+ >i _ 1 i 

n n ge power m the Deo 
_^ ~ were initia 

designated as the appl 
7 nrmin from. M a rt 


I read a little from I 
enjoyed the go-round about H 
language. I learned from th 
in American paralance , —0. 
had its origin in the day s 
White House, and chief patro ,. a ^ - 
anyone in search of a political plumb 
satisfactory, it was often <’ V ‘ 
was satisfactory to the political groupfrom 
town up the Hudson, — <— — 
abbreviation proclaimed t# the m^n 
that the office i 
"0. K." and, 


Memorandum 


The weather man says summer will arrive at 9:3 7, tonight 
and as though to say goodbye to Spring, the clouds dumped a few sprinkl 
of rain on us a l*ng a bout 5 o'clock, not quite enough to wash the 
dust from the leaves. I suppose we must be contented with this 
mere suggestion of moisture until November, if the pattern of 
the recent- drought years is followed through again this stamer. 

LiloiSTfio ® oi 9 ' i (*■ 9 * 'iuouj ".j.n \j *t o h o 

* I learned t-<i y th't the .enencl c:id wife picn to pass this 
> on Jitin-lag, —a seek hence, arriving at icon and departing 
bn the - following n.>$n for But on -hug:, following speech ranking 
trip to some place in North Louisiana^in the Friday prior to 
the Saturday advent. The reason given for not wanting to 
be hxxxx here en the 4th of July is because of the traffic. 

I could be wrong but something tells me that entire week end will not 
be without considerable scurrying up and down the big road and 
probably as much on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of July as on the 4th, what 
with the latter date coming on a Monday, but one never tried to 
go into such matters 3ince usually the real reason on the part 
of the wife is to get rid of the rural slumming as quickly as possible. 
- ' ... ... . •; a.-' 

Clemence came to see me, apparantly in a gay mood. She says she 
likes the baptisin' mural which she is "studyin' a bout" finishing 
tonight. She wants to do the funeral next, a »id as that 


Buren's hom< 

and Old Kinderhook or the^ 

hence 


Old Kinderhook, u- - 

shaking the plumbs off the tree 

seeker had the approval of the party, --hence 
uj.cr. not "0. Kay" as is often indicated. 


I gather 

From the continued exploration of the Invitation programs, 1 
m struck by the frequency with which Mr. Bryson spens the 
“session with the words, "I suppose”. Sis personality ? nd 
portrait slowly emerges. He mentions early years in Nebraska. 

He obviously inclines toward conservatism, perhaps the . » 

afulliWiParty. Bt a pparanUy hasn't grasped Winston Churchill s 
UalimtUn in favr .flnpsrlflisn. Bo apparently ad*ir.s 
Proust without, as I gather from his remarks and his ? 

resentment at opinions voiced by others on his program, h a vmg 
the genuine Proust made cleat to him 

One slip of his tongue in his discussion of George Bernard Sha 

ian and SaperJan wont unnoticed, apparantly by his ass.datM ani 
Jfan a«« indmmd. the boradcasts were at all 


I took her over to the African House for the sole purpose 
•f h a ving her walk down stairs in order that she might 
the more fully grasp the ide a I have in mind to place 
a baptisin' slap at the foot of the steps so every person coming 
down them is bound to get an eyeful of whatever occupies the 
wall at the- foot of the steps. She liked the idea and we measured 
the approximate space her reproductions of the b a ppisin' or whatever 
should be to show off at the greatest advantage I a» 
fully convinced that this is the most advantageous place 
anything reproducting her murals ceuld be hung a nd I have no doubt 
quite a few canvawes sheuldfly frem. this spet when the 
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parade of the pilgrims really gets under way, 

v ' 

I got off a letter to Rock Hall, asking if the notation 
on the African Hsusc plate in the lower right hand corner , could 
be eliminated and in its place insert something about the 
murale, —without much additional expense, I suppose it may require 
an entirely new silk screen to effect this but there s a chance, 

I suppose that the substitution might be carried out piece meal, I 
hope it may, since I shall prob a bly have to re-order that item 
shortly and it would be nice to have that particular 
added in place of the restoration and maintaince item. 

The re-order on the Joyous Coast, Grandpere and Melrose Planta¬ 
tion arrived today,, - two hundred and fity dollars worth, 

I have made arrangements with Madame Alphonse (Lucille ) Prudhomme 
to carry the Joyous Coast item a nd she may be able to dispose of 
quite a few in view of the number of pilgrims she has. Besides, 
there are millions o Prudhommes and if someone in Bermuda has 
the Joyous Coast plate, possibly some of them will feel impelled 
to lay hold of these items for gifts which ought to be noteworthy 
in point of sales. 

It was a pleasant coincidence that just as the shipment of 
the *ock Hall merchandise arrived, Millspaugh Drug telephoned to 
ask if I could supply some Grandpere and Melrose Plantation 
plates and said a check would be forwarded within, a week to cover 
outstanding sales, his will go^very nicely toward the expense 
of the incoming merchandise and so things turn. 

So often today I have thought how much you wpuld enjoy 
the sight and the perfume of th twin grandiflora magnolias 
standing in a slim glass vase on my desk, hey are beautifully 
formed and each about the size of a dinner plate. The trees 
are passing their prime so far as the profusion of this year s 
blooson i8 go but occasionally very lovely ones unfold at dawning 
and it was a 5 o'clock this morning that I noticed the twins 
growing on the tree hard by. the big sugar pot, at the end of a 
branch, two stems put out at 45 degree angles, the stems perhaps six 
inches long and on the tip of e a ch stem were two perfectly 
lovely buds about to open The branch itself was comparatively 
small in diameter and easily fitted into a glass vase, desighed 
to hold a 8ingle rose. There is naturally something a 
little odd in the appearance of so much flower above such 
a slender holder, but the effect is nevertheless lovely and therefore 
perfectly natural that it should impell one's thoughts in 
the direction of Lyme,,,,,, 


Wednesday, June SSnd, 19 55. 
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Memorandum : . 


Clouds Vary our summer weather without cutting off the sun¬ 
shine and today a brisk shower lasting a couple of minutes 
came down momentarily but mightily while the sun never dimmed 
and made each descending raindrop glisten like frost in the 
moon light. We steemed the rest of this afternoon, 

. 

Jlsng about 3 o'clock, little Miss Hunter arrived 
with her helper. They were touting the 8 foot bgptisin' 
section of the murals. The ample sky space give3 the 
piece a certain magnitude and easily holds down about 50 
different figures appearing in the ceremony. Simplicity 
of concept and a delightful childishness of execution 
injects a certain charm that is characteristic of the artist. 

She and her helper touted home the adjoining section on which 
she undoubtedly working tonight, 

I - ' 

J, H, returned from the Pecane Growers Assocation meeting 
in Monroe, He said that a s nearly as could be calculated 
at the present time on a nation wide basis, the entire pecane 

crsg. will be a bout 10 per cent of average . The March - 

'Hist freeze got vasts areas completely and some sort •f 
insect got m ost of the balance that escaped the 
cold. m r 

. . 

While I think of it, may I ask if the Ford Foundation 
address is given in the Mnahattan telephone book. As I recall, 
it has its offices on 53 rd Street but i s prectse location eludes 
me. I reckon a letter to such an institution merely bearing 
the Hew York City notation would probably carry the letter 
to its proper destination a nd I shall try just that if it 
happens that you don't chance to find a listing in the 
Directory, 

' i 

My thought is to ask for further data on the Ford Foundation 
grantsfor scripts covering racial matters as might be easily 
tracked down in this region. ». 
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Thursday, June 8Zrd, 19 55 


' he enclosure from North Hollywood is pleasant but somehow 
I had expected mere, especial ly in view ef the fact that 
in the first ef twe letters I had written in response te 
the confidential information regarding the impending Register- 
O'Brien wedding, I had flatly stated I couldn't believe it, 

My second, on receipt of Bora's letter, was simply to confess 
how wrong I obviously could have been, I like Irma O'Brien 
and I'm glad she and Bora are now brother a nd sister-in-law, I 
think they will hit it off well together, 

. •> n\ • •; • y ■ >. : .v. • **» '• ... — • ; *• 5 '* " '■ 

Assuming about 3 days ought to be sufficient for an 
a i r mail to reach here from almost any old place in 
Florida, I a m expecting that one of theje day a letter 
will be winging its w a y al* n 9 this bend of the river, giving some 
notion as to where the newly weds are honeymooning It seems 
little odd that up until now, only The luff provides a < 
channel through which out-gojng mail may be directed, ut by 
now I should be accustomed to the fact that providing others with 
addresses fitting neatly into the geographic pattern of 
where 'the writer may be at the time a response could be typed is 
not a strong point in Bora's Calculations, 

I wrote another six page story on the murals for the 
newspapers today, and I shall try to knock off another 
tomorrow. Today's effort unraveled readily.enough and 
if I could hear it re-read, I think it would be entirely 
satisfactory, as a first draft, at least, 

I believe Carolyn plans to pass this way early-early on 
the morrow with a view to getting some color shots 
of Clemence at work on the murals, before Caryolyn 
heads southward toward the Crescenti City, I am recommending 
that these color shots be taken right now so they may be 
attached to the manuscripts and placed in envelopes for 
mailing at any convenient moment early in August, 

There are enough black and white films of the African House 
a vailable which can be drawn on for newspapers and 
there are one or two in colof- taken last Spring for 
such a publication as Look or Stturday Evening Post, 

With magazine Editors usually doing little or no business 
in August, it may be better to hold the magazine material 
until September but magazines do not object to newspaper 
releases prior to stories on the same subject being prepared 
for their magazines, and I'm all in favor of having everything 
"all sot" in advance,,,,,,,,, 


Memorandum: 


Everything got pitched at a pre-dawn level today, 
it would seem, 

' : ■ " v t> .... _ 

For instance, the postman had made his rounds and departed 
before 8 o’clock, inclining me to hold b a ck my out¬ 
going mail from the Post Office and so yesterday's memo will 
be. posted at the same time this one is, 

3«*.Jr fasffooiai- i -Mi..' i 3rC- r A» Hi si-< s'— 

Another instance •f the day’s earliness was across the 
fence when the ladies headed out at 4 o'clock this morning 
by car for Alexandria, en route by train from there to 
Hew Orleans where they prob a bly got a train for Louisville 
this afternoon, 

e e«'.oi^ bv-u ys&i o'A 

And carolyn put in an appearance unecpectedly early and 
I made the most of the opportunity to get some picture of 
Alton Johnson as well as Clemence, I chatted, with Alton's 
mother and sister while Carolyn was getting the color shots 
•f the wood carvpr on the gallery of his home. His 
mother suggested that it was so lovely in cool in the front yard, 
that we move out there where she wanted to ask me about some 
plants in her garden. As we chatted, one of the big dogi 
3neakedaround behind us and took another, grab at me before Alton's 
mother could crown him with a rake she was holding. But 
the dog was at a disadvantage, what with so many people about 
a nd his companion not present to take a chunk out of me at the 
same time and the bite he got this morning was therefore 
•f scant discomfort, 

. •% ... v ) . . i z. 'o i .1 i 

B a ck at Melrose by 9:30, we rounded up Clemence and 
as Alton, as requested, had followed us back here in his 
car, we got some good color photographs of him and Clemence 
with the African House in the background. Then we said 
Goodbye to Alton who departed and then \pe whisked Clemence up 
stairs in the African house where we got some good shots of her 
in color. She is standing on a littje step ladder , pointing 
. to a bl a nk apace al*ng the Wall where the marvelously 
wrought cypress al a bs form the wall . I am pointing 
to one seam in the joining of these'and she seemingly is 
explaining to me how she plans the layout for the 
picture of the funeral which will adjoing the baptisin', 

The latter mural forms the background just behind 
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her and the ladder had been placed so that her head weuld appear 
immediately in front of the white church dominating the 
scene, thus bringing her portrait out to greatest advantage• 

','rM i. niV. JS’.'; l) 

We got several Its shots in all a nd had all our 
trips folded up, Clemence gone and Carolyn ready to head South 
before Dr. Knipmeyer arrived. I considered it a gssd 
morning's work since these pictures m a y be drawn on, not only 
for the Melrose Murals articles but a Is» for things about 
Cane R iver Art, cultivation of rural talents, etc., and 
while in the past I have always welcomed the 
taking of pictures by camera enthusiasts visiting Melrose, I 
think I shall reserve photographing of the murals since 
everybody will obviously be wanting to take shots of them a « 
soon as the stories hit the newpapers and magazines. 

Only excellent reproductions will be printed from the 
Ramsey films andif people really want reproductions of the 
paintings they can probably get them as reasonably prieed 
from Marshall as they can by their own efforts with dubious 
results. The taking of interior shots always entails 
much pushing a round of furniture a nd genr a l confusion which 
I like, to avoid for several reasons . Then, too, there is 
always the chance that Clarence John will be flying in this 
direction when he hears a i>»ut the murals and it will afford me 
infinite pleasure to refer him to pother photographer for his 
color shots. 


Memorandum 


in the art of frying tomatoes, half ripe, in an egg and bread crumb 
batter, a dish which I never grow tired off, and stuffed peppers 
which I like, .too. 

1 v ^ & 50 i v > i* ^ .i f i *• r. o i >. & i‘io% • & .t i m ' oi’i / i 

Tomorrow the postman will probably bring me a bumper 
crop for he passed me bye with only printed material today. Before 
long it would seem, the newly weds ought to get around to 
taking pen .in hand Thus far the honeymoon must have been an enormous 
success, what with both of them too busy to push a pen but I am all 
in favor of that and trust it goes on fo.rever. There were 
a couple of pieces of mail, a day or so back of no particular interest 
which I shall enclose and a note from Sister, presented by one of 
today s many pilgrims. 

Clemence asked me to pass by her house with some chrome 
yellow paint if 1 had any, which I didn't, hut I passed that way 
regardless and discovered she was pretty well along with her 
baptisin' picture. She had put in the river and the sky, the church in 
the upper left «r corner and a hearse and coffin in the 
lower right corner She pointed out the hearse with eapeical care, 
f* r » ns I discovered, she had injected a dab of her sly humor in 
the person of Aunt Attie, "the only lady what anybody round here knowed 
n bout what was always arrivin' the hearse at the funerals". 

Somehow I have a feeling you will agree with me that there is 
a certain novelty of newness in the person of a lady hearse driver. 

T think Clemence must have the lady's age a bit out of whack, for 
when she spoke of ,her, she mentioned her as being "old-old" and 
having been here since slavery times. That would make Aunt Atti-e 
pretty old, but she could have been born in 1855 and still 
be going strong, although probably not active in her former pursuits, 
although that seems vaguely unlikely. I learned that she is living 
in the little, house hard by the fence of the Arenbourg-Lorenz 
line and I shall inquire from the Welfare Department if they have 


As so often happens at Melrose, news items come aleng the 
grape vine tendrils from such unexpected quarters, even as it did 
this noon. The lady doctor telephoned to say she had anticiapted 
dropping in to see me for a 


moment to ask me for dinner on 
Wednesday of next week but the patient she had been summoned to atte 
a few mintues before had been subsequently reported as having recove 


from a swoon. The lady, she said, was the mother of the youth 
from Melrose, j cheduled to start for Angola on the morrow for 
having broken into the store last Friday night. That must 
bp Dooley Moran t the youth and his mama is Lug Williams Moran. 

So far as I can remember, this is the first time J. H. ever put 
his foot down on plantation depredators. Perhaps he thought 
store breaking a little too much and perhaps he thought that 
making a vivid example would have a telling effect on pecane 
stealers, come autumn a nd the 10 per cent crop is gathered . 

I g a ve a tentative Yes on the dinner engagement, being shame-faced 
bout hqving said No so often. We shall e ventually see.if 
my nobility is actually achieved . 
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on oldster o n their rols bearing such a name and what her age may 
be on the official record, 

: 

Probably the Aunt Attie was originally Harriet or Hattie but 
Cane River French converted it readily enough into Attie, and whatever 
her real name or age may be, l'm liking Aunt Hattie mounted on the 
box of the Hearse, performing her trade with a gusto which her years belie, 

Tonight a liquid yellow moon hangs mellow and svelt over the 1iontrose 
. hills and my impuiie is to adjourng to St, Giggin's Fountain after 
I have knocked off 3ome mail but, fortified as I am, with a 
bumper of iced Tender Leaf and feeling physically tired but mentally 
vigorous, I think I shall knock off another newspaper or magazine 
article as against August or September publication, , Up to and 
And including now, it has been a little on the imaginative side to be 
writing articles describing pictures as yet unpainted but perhaps 
Tty guessing has been good thus far or perhaps certain thought waves have 
penetrated the mind of the artist, since, oddly enough, everything 
thus far written has eventually emerged on the canvas. For all 
I know, the real secret of tilling talent, —Tilling Talent soundlds 
like a title, doewn't it, perhaps the tilling has something to do with 
what variety of flower finally unfolds. But speaking of titles, 

I am wondering why somebody like Archibald Rutledge never used the 
words from Grey's Elegy, - "The Bark, Unfathomed Caves", since 
the flowering of Clemence and Alton somehow bring to mind the sentence 
from Grey. "Full many a gem of fairest ray serene, the dark, unfathomed 
caves of ocean bear", , i 

S . J ■ • » J . w ... L • • / - • • ' * * * ' . v_. • 

If <T decide on a newspaper rather than a magazine article tonight, I 
shall perhaps suggest news value by some such opening line, containing 
the time element as 

i# « 1 

this week when the murals in the African House on Melrose plantation 
are unveiled, a landscape will unfold, so vast that it cannot be glimpsed 
in a single glance and the hundreds of personalities peopling the panorama 
. con become known intimately only afterccnsioerable leisurely study .... 

t But such o.n endless sentence will have to be chopped up considerably 

and following the word, landscape, the phrase , "of plantation life 
in Louisiana" will have to he inserted, I had better get my phrases in 
their proper places at the first writing since there's, no opportunity 
to insert anything, once I get the thing going, i 

it- ' t : ■ . . ' ' ' u ■ 

But here we are entering upon cn other week end, I suppose there 
will be some hubbub at thi3 bend of the river, what with Joe coming, 

I hope only peace prevails at Lyme,,,,,, 


out 
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Mill’s 


It*! Su”? 


How thoughtful of you to get a n air mail into the post on Thursday 
so I might have it by Saturday, 

. > ! >0 L j i # ^w vj *\' (. W. > - r ». ■ . ti 0 <1 i1O J,’ > ;’i • • 4 \ 

It goes without saying that I am delighted to know that things are 
rocking along smoothly, even though the pace be devastating, Please 
don t try to take pen in hand under such circumstances, being always assure < 
that I shall feel any free moment better spent by relaxing than putting a n < 
strain on things by writing. An occasional post card, indicating that 
the routine is working will k ep my spirits gay, 

I am so sorry to learn the minifying glass had to be brought into pla\ 
a gain, I shall try to watch this machine more carefully and 3 hall follow yt 
suggestion that whenever anyone passes this way who understands such outfitf 
they may be pressed into an inspection job, 

, . '• i. ’W cn .it. : "A 1. . • 

Touraccount of a ll the new greenery and yellow sounds entrancing. It 
makes me so happy to envision the setting and to realize the satisfaction 
it gives after such a long siege, 

■j ov,‘i't x iiOjOoAJr It) j b osm flitn \ ! 

And thanks for telling me of your interpretation of the South Carolina 
correspondence which seems to co-incide so neatly with my own. Some time 
we may learn something as to what.transpired on the night of May 60th- M a y 
61st, for, as you suggest, that must be assumed to have been the night when 
the decision was made, and for all we know, perhaps the night the proposal 
was brought forth, I cannot help believing that I was correct when 
in responding to Irma O'Brien's letter announcing the engagement, I 
dismissed the matter as a flower that had bloomed in the heart of the lady t 
Saturday's post brought nothing from the East Coast, eading me to assume 
the honeymooners must be too busy honeymoooning to bother with correspondent 
qiid as he Bluff post office seems so infrequently visited, I see no point 
in writing the J, P, R,'s, only to have the letters remain in the post 
office for a while, taken to the Bluff, re-addressed, and then e ventually 
re-posted, and so I am not writing at all until I receive some sort of maili 
instructions, 

L . ;■!«, - ■ J I’-?: 

Joe Henry came in late Friday flight, 0 Saturday morning, 1 showed hi i 
the murals in the making. He was, as might be expected, enchanted, and 
.rushed slap to J, H, to say how wonderful they are,, J, H, allowed 
as how he thought it was pretty good, too. Ban who was present said 
nothing. 
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, pregnant, As Little King has been in Germany fora year and a half 
or some 3 uch, this will probably mean, if his wife has the baby, 
that her Army allottment check will be cut off, in part, at least, 
since Little King has long be sighing for a divorce, I think 
there are three or four little girls a nd one of them, Emily, dL though 
most unfortunate in her coloring, —a sort of light muddy brown, 
is as smart as a whip and as bright as a button, 

Naturally one wonders that as many of these Army marriages 
rock along as well and as long.as they do, what with the youths 
marrying the maidens one week and departing for a couple of 
year's absence the following week, returning about long enough 
on their furloughs to stir up a» new offspring and then off again. 
Peace on earth, should it ever come, isn't going to solve the 
marriage problem but an absence of huge standing armies ought to 
eradicate some of the domestic bust-ups which, in large measure, keep 
the divorce mills going at a speed never attain before • 

I got a chance to read a couple more Invitations to Learning 
last night, - W a lt Whitman whose writings I never appreciated although 
Nr, Belle loved them, and Mark Twain whose "Huckleberry Finn" seems 
to be the adored book of Ur, Byyson's guests and probably is 
among America's best sellers over the longest period, I didn't know 
before that for years the book was banned from Public Libraries 
as it was considered a mighty poor pattern for youthful readers 
because of the high adventure, tall tales and what not. Nobody 
ever b a nned the book from my reading although I myself rejected it 
early, perhaps never getting far enough into it to appreciate 
,it • Both guests on the program spoke of the terror they felt in 
boyhood in reading the book, the adventures were so hair raising, 

I suppose. That may be the key to my own lack of interest in 
the book since I never felt the slightest impulse to explore 
terrifying books, 

/ -.9 »>*•.$ v ,•>.!:; t a? $ & t £• •'.*> ■ :•*»<><.fcVt K* 

I re-read the Proust discussion and found it as 
entertaining as the first going-over, One of the guests says that 
when he first read it, he was struck most forcibly by finding himself 
in it, I guess I w a s, too, but what struck me with even greater 
force Was the great number of people. X >had known before who suddenly 
came to life in a much more comprehensive manner and in a more under- 
ttanble fashion than ever before In the other symposium, 
one of the guests said that at 80 he would still .be reading "Huckleber 
Finn" with as much relish as he did at 8, I can 3ay the same thing 
for Proust for in each re-reading whole layers of sub-strata, not 
glimpsed in earlier readings come within view so that every return 
is .as . much, .of a n adventure as the initial . one, if not more so. 

But the hour advances as the new week begins. Next week end 
will be a long one for you , I suppose, I shall hold the thought it 
affords so rest and relaxation,,,,,. 


Nemorandumi 

Again the heat climbed to the upper 90's today 
without qny suggestion of rain and as it sank only to 
76 during the night, it would seem that summer is really upon us, 

, . • 

From three telephone calls from various people in town this 
morning before 8, I gather Joe must have spread the good word 
about the murals, for each man \n calling, said he had talked 
with Joe at the Elks' Club on Sunday evening, 

■J . ■ .• :;■< 9 . i i: 

Ihe youngest Venk boy turned up during the night but 
the clerk remained at home this morning, getting over the effects 
of the shots a week ago when he lost the first joint in his finger 
from a wire caught in his lawn mower, I had supposed that 
reaction to drugs of this sort would be felt almost immediately 
and that whatever they were going to do would have been done 
within a week at the longest. 

In cosequence of the clerk s absence, the store was 
quite hurly-burly, with J, U, directing the plantation 
„s .he cancelled stamps, Joe scurrying a bout to what point, I 
know not while young Wenk was making a racket generally, I 
was glad when the clerk put in an appearance this afternoon so 
that all the Henrys could get lost on Little River or Red River 
or where ever it is they are diggin canals or planting forests, 

Joe leaves for Conroe on the morrow, I hope, and says he 
will return on Thursday, bringing his ife with him, 

He plans to get ten acres surveyed on the point of land 
across from the St, Augustin Church while here and to build 
next year. Anything he does is alright, just so long as 
h$ doewn't do it, I suppose nobody knows when Joe and 
Juanita will head out for the Dakotas but I did here him say 
he is scheduled to be back on July 5th, so I suppose both 
the J, N,'s and the S, G,'s will have quitted the place 
by Sunday afternoon, —it seems to be only 1,200 miles from 
Melros$ to Rapid City, and so, for the balance of the 
summer, we shall prob a bly be honored only by various Wenks, 

How pleasant it is to contemplate the advent of September, 

If I live, I may be willing to accept la Stem's invitation 
to catch my breath at the Bluff, come cooler days. 















' 
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Just as I went to turn this page, an unexpected 
gust of wind banged the front and back deers and a tremendous 

clatter en the banana leaves indicated one ef those "widely 

scattered showers" had final ly drived • I got the chapel deers 

closed as seen as possible, the gallery rugs and chairs pulled back 

and stood inside for a few minutes to watch the majestic 

rolling ef theupper branches e the pecanes, silhouetted 

sharply every ether second by a sudden burst ef electronics from 

en high , And now, 15 minutes later, the moon is 

out and the air wonderfully cool momentarily while both the 

big sugar pot and the rain gage register a rainfall ef one 

and a quarter inches, t 

. v ■ - i\ • 

The usual pattern to prove J, H''s solving of 
plantation depredations remains constant came into view 
today when the youth who broke into the 3tore a week or so b a ck 
was turned out of jail and brought back heme Off hand 1 should 
say that the dominant element in J, H,'s treatment ef 
colored people is that it is constant, treating all of them, 
youngsters and oldsters alike in a benevolent sort of 
way to the end that the ‘youngsters often feel just a 
little flattered, I think, that he talks with them as 
though they were grown-ups and the oldsters are 
pleased because they feel the economic despot is taking 
an interest in them as he would a child's welfare • 

This approach to the individual and the determination to reward 

everyone equally in wages, whether the worker be good, bad 

or indifferent, seems to make mediocrity the common 

denominator, eradicating the possibility of a ny inspirational impuls 

to excell, so that the most shiftless, trashy, no-account 

bag <.gets precisely the same consideration and income a s 

somebody like Clemence, which probably make the shiftless ones 

even more shiftless, if that be possible, while resentment 

a nd a measure of discontent stirs ‘in the hearts of those 

ufho aspire to. a level which they feel their efforts should entitle 

them in contrast to their no-acco;nt rs neighbors • 

And so Dooley is home again and the merry-go-round ofpetty thievery 
will begin again, prob a bly not with Dooley, but with one or another 
of his boy friends who, seeing ‘Dooley slipped out of 
the Angola stint, will find it~worth while to take a chance 
a t some bit of skullduggery on^their own hook . 
z o voi. u ' Luo bS*roitaA » \f Li -<1 c'V' j. •>« , r * r.ue 

Still no news from the honeymooners. Isn't it 
wonderfuli that Florida is proving so fascinating . . 
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If memory serves me correctly, this would be the 
birthday of Edith Jyatt Moore and it seems rather odd 
that I should remember it except, and probably because 
some j ay it jot fastened in my mind t —of >H strange 
combinations, it is -Iso, I think, \.j the Treaty 
cf 'A- rsailles was signed in 1919, 

My re in y.y e showed tint cnz 'xnd fe'ifeHer inches fell 
-■c. sv nijh v along bput this time, Tp day'was do 'less id 
x'asiy and ,sfet bion aus't'hyoe flov.i shed because o' the 
\ i :? tnre , 
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Clemence to paint him a picture on, I told him I 
would find one for him • He said he wanted a Cane River 
Saturday Might number, like one she had painted for Dan and 
for which Dan had given the artist two dollars, Joe said 
ho wanted one like it and wanted to give Clemence five dollars 
for the doings • He departed for Conroe after dinner, 
threatening to return on Thursday, to what point, I know not, 
since he will prob a bly be departing for South Dakota 
on Friday • 

i 5ov. .,s. oe fri.sut: ’'.sets'<i r 

By some odd cl^ick on the machine, I notice that 
it apparantly hesn t been tracking • I pray you not to 
try exploring the shadowy section above as it contains nothing 
of the slightest interest, save chit-chat a bout local doings 
by minor characters • 

■■1 i. . Irn-v-. 

t was really sweltering weather this afternoon when 
I glimpsed two figures emerging from the b a mboo hedge a l#ny 
a bout 3 0 clock • It was Clemence and her helper and, marvelous 
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to relate, the helper was really helping, --toating 
a finished section of the murals, —the funeral se ction, 

We got the thing temporarily place up stairs in 
the African House, so that the funeral church b a cked up to 
the adjoining one in the baptisin' scene and the effect of that 
comer is quite pretty, Clemence really should have under¬ 

taken the co,tton sections next but I could tell she was itching 
to do the' pecane section because it contained the wa3h day 
scene and so L told her to go ahead with it and together 
her helper and I touted the 8 foot boat'd across the cotton patch 
for her •' She seemed so gay because Joe Henry had express ed 
appreciation of her efforts and I suppose the portion 
of Dora's check which I apportioned for this week helped the 
spirits out, too, 

Madame* Alphonse Prudhcmme came down with her daught 
long about 7 o'clock tonight and we sat on the Yucca 
gallery for a n hour or so, talking country gossip and 

enjoying a neighborly chat, She had the idea that in view 
of the number of pilgrims she receives at Oakland, she might 
be able to sell some Joyous Coast plate8 ana I, of course, am 
delighted to encourage her in that pursuit, She took f 
b a ck three do 2 en with her on consignment and I shouldn t 
be surprised if she should have a measure of success with 
them,With tonight's feeding of the dogs, my role of 
Master of the Hounds probably comes to a temporary halt 
since I saw J, H, this afternoon sending Father H 0 ble to 
Alexandria to pick up Celeste and Madam Regard, scheduled 
to arrive at g in tha't city, I suppose Tuesday nigh , as 
usu a l, is gaming night in town and apparently the 
occupants o Liberty H a ll f male and female, get more 
of Liberty th a n anything else in dwelling therein, 

‘ f miss news of the Segleau family but can well understand 

that that household must be terribly tense at the moment, 
what with a blessed event scheduled for just about 
qny day now. Only during Bob's last visit here when 
the movie was made did I learn that Patty was in 
the hospital for 6 or 7 months following the birth of 
their other child and I suppose the prospect of 
a repetition must Weigh mightily in their minds as 
the sound of approaching stork wings are heard, 

I suppose something may be expected from Florida or the 
Bluff any day now, I hope all three of those pals 
i are making it alright and thdt little Miss Lee is 

already contemplating not too rigorous a week end,,,,. 


I had an appointment with 3ome college professors, their 
wives and some graduate students fromWisconsin at 2 o'clock. 

They came in 2 cars, the first arriving promptly at 2, the 
second a few minutes later. But during that brief period, the 
rain descended and so I ascended into the car at the gate where 
we waited until the 3un was out again, 

~ ■ . ' ’» * 

Being more considerate of their foot gear than of decorum, 
the rather ancient professors and their wives, divested themselves 
of their shoes and stockings and a somewhat informal tour 
ensued. Seme people tried to "bust" ,the party, but the intruders 
on seeing the barefoot parade, flew into the dripping bushes and 
departed, I never dreamed that informality would 
have such an effect on potential ‘prilgrims, Per- 
h a ps I had better start a custom by way of protection against 
week end assualts, 

. ... . . - *• 1 

1 enclose two letters which speak for the'mselves in 
large measure, 1 think. The one from la Storm strikes me 
q s being excellent in that it tells us what we want to know about 
ihe wedding and gives a nice rounded account of everybody's participa¬ 
tion, It is so good to>hear her say she loves James, I think 
he could well say the same thing . I find la Storm's note a 
bit on the optomistic side when she expresses the belief or hope that 
Kay may give James what he gives Kay, That is impossible, I think, 
but with the other things she brings to the wedding, perhaps 
she may be able to make up in other things, 

I suppose the reason la Storm did not partake of the chicken 
is because she is concentrating exclusively on vegetables, 
but I know not if she is a vegetarian or if she has to be on 
some sort of a diet. 


Memorandum : 

» “ - * • 


Another nice shower this afternoon, --about three quarters 
of an inch and the ground lapped it up. 
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huraday, June 30 th, 19 55* 


I don't know if Dor a '3 letter is dated from any 
place or not but it was cancelled from. Ormond Beach, 

It's an interesting letter, I think you will agree, both for 
its Chamber of Commerce influence, —all •/ which I found in¬ 
structive, and for its failure to mention anything a bout the 
joys of being wed or the pleasures of the honeymoon. Come to 
think of it, he has not written anything about the wedding 
itself, 

Reverting to la Storm's letter, it seems remark a ble to me that 
two people, free white and over 21, should head out for their 
first night following their marriage without ever having bothered to 
*m a ke any sort of reservations , B a bes in the wood couldn't have been 
more naive, it would seem, although, for all I know, perhaps 
there was some personal satisfaction on the part of one or the 
other that they 'should have to 3pend half the night searching for she 
Thanks to la Storm, we are getting some nMttion as to 
some aspects of a poet's honeymoon whilst the poet himself provides 
a picture of civic amenities in Florida which are entertaining 
in other respects that his own opinions a bout wedded bliss. 

It's so good to know he is fod of la Storm and *she of him. Perhaps 
the third member •S the trio will e ventually work into 
a n harmonious menage, 

.c ■: ... ..uA y. 

I heard from Ora, who telephoned to say that the doctors 
in Uinden had found her father much 'worse and that she was leaving 
at noon, I was sorry to learn this both on her account 
a nd my own, as I had expected to see her at the lady doctor's 
for a later afternoon snack, 

- „ 

Carolyn, passing thi3 way, had encountered Charles Cunningham 

a'nd the lady doctor and she invited them, along with 
three or four other people. Everyone was very pleasant but 
I should have enjoyed it much more if just the lady doctor and 
her husband had been at home for so many months or years go 
by' without have an opportunity to chat that I should have welcomed 
n n opportunity to compare endless notes on countless subjects, 
he lady doctor looks fine and she and B>on plan adopting a baby girl 
in the autumn, D„ck home early, Carolyn went on her way and 
Joe Henry and Juanita drove in to spend tonight and tomorrow, 

I bitlioe they will""be '^.eav*ng _ out the ns • S, G.'s _ oia ,n, 

^•*d VJ - -v r j ^ “ I * s,,,,,,,, 


• ■.. . . r -5^ ... ©S...V.O'- • * .tsk ;_\U *a. 

Memorandum : . . 

if , . 

T S . > Jjgfi T * . 

Uya I call you at once and in a single breath, —noble, generous 
and blessed, 

. Tour registered letter arrived today, automatically adding 
but another twenty million marks to a total of such staggering 
proportions in relation to everything having to do with Melrose and 
its murals that you have long since left all. other contributors 
in the field 30 far behind they^can never catch up, 

J ?. 

At noon I converted the larger denominations into one dollar 
bills and put them in a little tin box all of their own. Along 
a bout five o'clock, Clemence passed this way, having need of 
some color which she required for the 8 foot section dealing with 
the domestic arts, —wash day and particularly the clothes line in 
the dominating position and the African Pagoda building in the 
background, I immediately telephoned Irma Somperyac Willard 
who had called me earlier in the day, asking if she might come 
down on the morrow, and requested her to pick up the desired 
tubes for us, I 0 lse thought it would brighten the artist's 
spirits if I told her you had sent along a gift for her and thus 
your . investment went slap into the mural within a few hours 
of its arrival and tonight, I suppose, Clemence is tippling 
on the wine which your gift prob a bly afforded her. 

And so you are, as you have so long been, in the artist's hair, not 
to mention aS being likewise on her clothes line, 

'■ '■ sVj : ! t . i 3 . . . V • J. 

It must be frankly admitted that if I have ever contributed 
qiiothhing to Melrose, it has been done because of your unfailing 
inspiration and assistance and from the inception of the idea for 
the murals, you were already part and parcel of them. And yet, 
thanks to the happy advent of your letter today, there will 
always be a special a ssociation ibex with the sections h a ving to 
do with the Domestic Arts section, the pecanes, the cotton and 
the medallion. And I'm not at all hesitant to predict that 
the section beging with the Domestic Arts as exemplified by the 
clothes line, thp bubbling wash pot, the African Padoga, the self 
portrait of the artist and so on will re a ch their pinnacle of perfectio 
n nd I shall forever find them the more inspirational for me because 
of the presence in them of the generosity of little Miss Lee, 
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Friday, July 1st, 1955, 


How the news of the panels had reached little Irma Sompery a c 
Willard, I know not but reach her it did and she telephoned for an 
appointment, I g a oe her one at 2 on the morrow, and confirmed same 
by asking her to make the purchase of the paints for Clemence, 

If she arrives by 7 p,m,, she will be early for her, I thought 
she was going to swoe7\ on the telephone as she related her 
enthusiasm for the current project, 

« 

This morning at 6 o'clock, Will Rogers put in an 
appearance on my gallery, saying the boss had sent him, He said 
the boss had stopped his car in the road last Thursday and called to hiv 
to say that whenever I sent for him, he should be sure to come 
n -jumpin' , J • H. hadn't mentioned this to me and I hadn't sent for 
Will but since he was here, I set him to doing half a dozen 
odd jobs such as repairing a armoire door, painting the 
ballister around the s air well on the upper floor of the African 
House and making some benches of rough lumber which turned out to 
be substantial and just right for the purpose d had in mind. These 
are five or six feet long a nd are about the height of one's 
knee, I am placing them along three sides of the upper flioor 
of the African House so that one m a y collapse on them and view the 
murals at just about the proper eye level. They are sufficiently crude 
to harmonise with the rustic, hand hewn walls of the place but 
sufficiently s turdy to be trustworthy and of such a height as 
to be comfortable for a person just about the, height of little Hiss Lee 

And may I thank you, too, for the enclosures, 

I am so glad to have the Ford Foundation address and I am writing 

two letters of inquiry tonight regarding the wholesale paint 

m a tter. And thanks, too, for letting me know about the 

John Golden estate and its gift to the public. With 

modern locomtion being what it is,jjayside must be within 

easy distance for many people in the metropolitan 

area and let us hold the thought it will be administered in 

as fine a manner as have been so many of our parks, especially during 

the past couple of decades, 

K 

The postman must be getting a running start for his 4th of July 
holiday for,ha had made his rounds and departed ling since 
his appointed hour this morning, I accordingly withheld a ll sut 
going mail for the morrow but shall see to it that I get 
to the office by sunrise thus, I hope, get ahead of him, 

I knew you would be interested in the letter fromBob and 
it is always funreadingSarah Erwin Jones who used to know 
Dora in old Lake Providence days,,,,,. 


Uemorandum : 

The dollar is from Irma Somperyac Willard, and regarding 
same, see somewhere below. 

The day is what one may style hurly-burly. It's hot and 
humid, too, 

O • 3 \ 

The uoe Henrys got off at 8, Joe bubbling over with 
enthusiasm, Juanita will pass this way sometime in August, 

Joe will be making a round in January, 

Irma Somperyac Willard arrived to keep her 2 o'clock 
appointment at 4:20, I told her frankly that 70 minutes were 
all hers. Period, 

She had brought a camera with her, —one of those with 
a flashlight bulb attachment, Naturally she wa 3 enchanted 
with what she had to see .i» the African House, She asked if 
she might take some pictures if she promised they would not be 
♦ use d for publication. She might, —and did, but twice she snapped 
the 3ame picture a second time when the bulb failed to exploed 
on the first go-round, I know nothing about her camera propen¬ 
sities to begin with and what results she achieved, snapping them 
twice seems definitely on the dubious side, I told her I 
thought Kodak or some such place in Hew York did better work 
th a n local devfilopers, She thereupon presented me with the 
enclosed dollar a»d handed me the film, I am sending 
along the latter under separate cover, thinking you might 
welcome t is opportunity, —if anything at a ll shows up, to 
get some notion as to what some of the murals might look like, 

1 ' * 

The cprncr devoted to baptisin' a nd the funeral, —if it 
comes out at all, you will prob a bly recognise from the appearance 
of the twin churches. 


Yucca 


Another one, if it emerges at all, shows me pointing at 


But what I am hoping really comes out if the one 
wherein I am pointing to a blank space. If the picture comes 
out a t it.will reveal the section where the Domestic Arts 

will appear, and as that is likely to turn out prettily, 
a nd what s more important, as it will always be symbolic of 
yourJfPecial participationin the project, I am altogether 
hopeful that something may emerge from the photo. 
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So far as having, the film developed and printed, there 
shoul'd be no rush, And should it not be convenient to have 
the work done in Manhattan, if you will just slap a return sticker 
on the package and 3end it back, I shall be able to get it 
done in town, I did want you to have the first glimpse 
of the business if possible, however, and so I made the most 
of this opportunity even though I knew the pictures would probably 
be pretty terrible and , if good, would at best 3 how but the 
temporary placement of the two corners thus far accomplished, with 
the molding a nd all to be installed only after the complete 
painting has been finished, 

1 . _ : :> 

When today's 9 o'clock mail arrived, Celeste was thrown into 
q ti 2 zy, what with J, H, announcing that a letter from Sister 
indicated she would q irrive with all her offspring for 
the week end, arriving at noon, As she i3>having a card party for 
Madam General on Saturday afternoon a n d Sunday entertainment for 
the Baton Rouge contingent, you may well imagine her flight into 
frenzy, 

Actually the tornado arrived.from Shreveport while we were 
at supper, John Wenk has been staying here and there arrived 


Lloyd and little C a mmie, bearing enormous pastery boxes, hey 
said they were d 1 heading for Hew Roads and their mama wouldn't 
come in, J, H, went out ,to the store, I suppose Sister must 
h a ve been in a state since J, H, returned shortly to tell the 


h a ve been in a state since J, H, returned shortly to tell the 
children who had fallen on supper like a swarm of locusts that 
they had better hurry as their majna was mighty nervous , Eventually 
they left but before a measure of Cain had been restored, the 
children returned, saying they hpd to take b a ck some of the 
Pastery, they having already apportioned c a kesaround, Then 
they left and shortly afterward they returned again -having to 
exchange various boxes, etc,, and finally ended up by leaving 
a cake for me and one for J. H . J, H, being a big square 
number, white as to icing, red*As~1o 51 c a ndles and bearing in 
red on the white icing the inecriptiom "H a ppy Birthday to Joe", 

With Joe en route to Rapid City 9 a nd as he spent most of last 
evening at J, H.'s denouncing Sister, he probably would never 
see the cake. And so I decided it was J, H.'s anyway, and so 
I' delivered it there after the Wenk contingent had finally de¬ 
parted, —1 nqver having seen Sister who remained in her car, Celest 
said she didn t want it to begin with as she already had more than 
3he could use and as I had all the cake I wanted I simply left it, 

» ^ 

I suppose we shall have the whole Wenk contingent, but for a 
noisier and more prolonged visit along bout Sunday or Monday, It's 
going to be so nice when school gets going again, May 
Lyme be lucky this hurly-burly week end, I hold the thought firmly,, 

i Vit-- 5>"« •' tv. JJ 5 \j v-‘ ■ k ’ - -- t Iv.--- 
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Sunday, July 3rd, 2955. 


Memorandum j 

. \ , o v r» | _ j, r> 

t, <. «. 

S$ far, so good 9 which is about the best anybody can say for a 
Fourth of July week end when the Fourt has yet to be achieved, I 
shall.keep the envelop for this memo open until tomorrow night 
and insert Monday's memo, since there will be no out-going 
mail until Tuesday morning. 

The Baton Rouge Henrys arrived well before dinner on 
Saturday and we were 11 at dinner \n the big house, 

l ■ 

, The G-eneral asked if he might make a round at Yucca after dinner 

which he did. It goes without saying, of course, that he was 
delighted with what he had to see in the African section, 

I had a few pilgrims but not many both yesterday and today, and 
all were very pleasant. 

On Saturday afternoon about 5, Mr3, James Livingston of Hatchitoche 
telephoned me from town. Her husband heads the Federal SoSl 
Erosion program in this section and they are old friends, She 3 aid 
3he had a favor to ask of me. Some lady from Lafayotte or some place 
in South Louisiana who had been here with them two or three years ago 
was visiting them for a few weeks. She has been consulting a 
psychiatrist recently and although the L iviginstons have tried 
hard to think up ways of, getting her into the country and a change 
of scene, beneficial, they hoped, for her mental state, they had 
thus far been unsuccessful, But that afternoon the lady had 3 aid 
she would so much enjoy coming down to Melrose for a nuiet little 
chat and that, of course, delighted her host and hostess, 

.1 never have found out when people eat in tajun tut obviously 

at different times from country folk but I bid the people come 

and we had a pleasant session, sitting on the gallery by St, Giggin's an 

chattering away like a couple of pair of magpies, and the patient seemed 

ever so pepped up when, at first dark, thy all headed b a ck to town. 

If only two or three of .the Henrys I know would consult a 
pgyehiatrist and get as good results, how wonderful it would be, 

: j. bi. bt’.’s ’•••; O.'.ii ‘il* *• •. fc- 

Although I usually do not eat breakfast on Sundays, I did 
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join the S. G,'s when they sent word to me along about 9:30 
that they would like to have me join them at the big house, The 
big subject of conversation, naturally, revolved about their granddaug* 
who, oddly enough, is the most wonderful child in the world, 

I am so glad that both the parents anH grandparents are so wrapped up 
in this adopted youngster and while the foundling that lands in 
a set-up, financially at least, is lucky, how doubly lucky are 
the parents and grandparents to have.such an influence to sweep away 
the gloom that had settled so he a vily on both families since 
the a ccident that put little Steve out of commission, 

— i 

We dined across the fence.and everything was lovely, — 
and an element of the ridiculous started things off to give 
it just the right touch. You may recall that the dining room is a 
very dqrk place. Well, just as we were seated and the General had ask 
the blessing, Celeste jumped up unexpectedly and rushed into her 
bedroom to drag out her camera which has a bulb attachment, 

In a jiffy, she switched off the dinning room lights, leaving us 
\n darkness and adjusted her camera to take a snap-shot, we 
waited and she finally got the thing properly rigged up and 
snapped the thing, the shutter working fine and the bulb not 
dreaming of exploding. There were .adjustments made, a new bulb 
sought and eventually found and a new po3e and click, and not 
flash. The lights remained off a s Celeste explained she had to insert 
a new film, J, H. told her not to bother that since the bulb had 
i\ot exploded twice before, she could just as well use the same 
films. He said it with serious facial expressions and some l a ughed 
and others, including the camera artist, apparently believed him. 
Finally Pat took the machine in hand, fiddled with it for a while but 
Celeste in her impatience, had to assist him and exploded the bulb whe\ 
the camera was aimed at the floor. Finally, the lights still off, 
the 3 hot was achieved, the lights turned on and we all attacked 
a sumptuous meal, Pat, even as Celeste had been doing, was standing 
slap in front of the big mirror behind where the General and I sat and 
£ have no doubt that the reflection, efen though the film 
were any good, utterly ruined any hopes of a good picture, 
but nobody noticed that feature and naturally I said nothing 
during the preparations and nobody noticed the circumstance 
and by the time the film is printed, the momentary enthusiasm will 
h a vc dimmed a little . a nd the lady w.ill be trying her hand at 
some otherphotographic attainment, 

So ran out an exceedingly placid week end and I brace myself 
^gainst the morrow when pilgrims and Wenks combined, ought to create 
quite a» impressive display of fireworks,,,,,, 


i 


Monday, July 4th, 1955, 


r.i s; *\ 


Memorandum : 

j j A A 5*5 O V ^ j 1 w JL4J Qv* U * W V ' 9». 

Such a beautiful day and such a quiet one. It only it may have 
been so at Lyme,,,,,, • 

si' ‘ Vi C t * • c J 

I was told there were a jew pilgrims but I never saw any which 
is just the same as having none > so far as I am concerned, 

Frank Keyes, the Natchitoches Mayor,. telephoned me early this morning 
to invite me to his camp for picnic and a frolic this afternoon. 

He has a camp on the west bank of the river, about opposite Magnolia 
and it is said to be % ideal for large parties. It goes without saying, 
of course, that I declined. He asked about Celeste and J, H, and Pat, but 
I recommended he contact them by telephone which ,• as I learned at the 9 
o'clock coffee hour, he had done and they had accepted, <. 

t. 

J, H, was b a ck for supper, as the clerk had taken h a lf the day off, 
but Celeste and Pat were still going strong, he said, when he' left around 
5 o 'clock, 

I advised the cook at noon that if she wanted to show that she is 
a s 3 mart as she pretends to be, she would certainly give supper early. But 
she dwaddled and, of course, you know the rest of the stroy. 

Sister a nd her husband,* one son, one daughter and two cousins a fc«ut 
the age of the Wenk boys, blew in just as the bell tapped • The Wenks 
wouldn't eat and so remained on the store gallery talking, ■ L hen Sister 
decided it would be alright if two of her children went in and ate, 

T ey did, a nd returned. Then she thought it would be alright if they 
1 walked over to the house and sat and talked while J, H, and I 
ate, ut arriving, although she and the doctor didn't want anything, she 
thought the other Wenk and the two cousins should eat and they did. And 
then, J, H, having to return to the store as the clerk wasn t there. Sister 
nd the doctor fell to and cleaned up the platters, 

7 •„ . ‘ 4 \ Vv " -r > ' - - ■ • • ' r ' - . 

I thought it served the cook right for having dwaddled, 

But thee wasn't as much racket as usual although as soon as J, H, 
left the table, Dr, Wenk told his daughter he would knock her teeth 

down her thorat if she didn't stop talking so much, —demonstrating 

■ - ' •' '>•' 
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for the millionth time how fine the father is in his manner of speaking 
to his offspring when Henrys aren't a round* 

Sister told J, H, the two boys she had brought up from flew Roads 
were such splendid boys, it would certainly be fine for everyone at 
Melrose if they would remain here for a week before going on to 
Shreveport to spend the sefoyd week, as she had invited, them to do when 
in flew Hoads, $ J, U, didn t seem much im repspd,p}id whether 
they remained o not, I do not know a s I left the supper table before 

they had finally made up their minds, I did hear fire crackers being 

exploded beneath the African House roof h a lf an hour l a ter but 
whether that was merely a parting shot or an initial blast at what 
is ahead for the next week, I wouldn't know, 

. 

Natchitoches Parish, the last I heard, had contributed but a couple 
of deaths to the week end total for the nation, A couple of colored 
youths,were scuffling somewhere in the Cloutierville neighborhood and 
one cut the other, A friend was a3ked to rush the boy to town and 
he did so, passing along this road instead of the cement highway. 

Somewhere between Bayous Natchez and Beaufort, there's a right angle 
turn which the car tried to negotiate at 80 miles and hour apd failed 

to do. The driver of the car and the youth being taken to town for a sewin 

job were both killed 


— - C */" V — y w t d W_ y f 10 & y UI*U> 10 0 (Jr U>»* O 0 U. C Utj-%0 0 HQ U)toC 11 

a Gulf oreeze sprang up to bring coolness from some far distant thunder 
shower, I suppose, Below the f a rthest horizon, 

i ; ’ 

Clemence appeared this noon on schedule 
she was touting the 8 foot panel which is the domestic arts 
and all. As was to be expected, in 
moat telling of which in 
little Miss Lee into the project, 
in the ones thus far finished 
she will not surpass it. 

The composition is simpler, the figures larger and the colors 
brighter than any of those that have gone before and I am 
altogther delighted with the whole business. Of course, I must admit, 
I am prejudiced, natur a lly, because of the invisible presence of my 
favorite character in the doings. But euen in spite of that, when 
you actually see them, T think you will agree whole heartedly with 
me that this is among the finest, 

> : i ' v;i. i... ’ c . i,; 

I was so glad to have a pretty* nice orange angel food cake as a 
lanyap for the artist after she had delivered her work and she departed 
in a gay faeame of mind. 

Aside from the cake, the artist, on departing, took with her the 
companion piece to the panel just finished and while it fannot possibly 
be so good as the one she brought, still, it will perhaps serve to 
point up the virtues of the one just installed, 

V r<r •- f v * • i ^ . .' f „ 1V*.•, .“r s 1: ^ A 

* ' I) W k/ 1 ' • L - v J »» • to .!» „ 4 > y /«»• * Jt 1 (. ^ *1 " * • a A. 

A letter in the morning post from Rock Hall says that to change 
the notation on the Melrose African House plate would require 
require a re-doing of some of the disks involved in the production 
of the design but they offered to assume half the cost which I thought 
very kind , 1 1 had assumed, —and I know not why, —that the 
alteration would require an investment of about twenty five dollars, 
but when I learned that it could be done for about ten dollars and 
that Rock Hall would assume half the charge, I concluded the 
change in the wording would be worth while so that by cutting off 
the lost couple of sentences as it,now stands and substituting 
something about Clemence and the murals, it would be an excellent 
investment to attract the interest of forth-coming visitors to 
the panoramic exhibition. 


With the aid of her "helpe 
_ i, clothes line 
view of all the ingredients involved, 
my estimation, is the active entrance of 

this segemtnt of the murals, —No, 5 
, is by far the finest and I feel certain 


Miss Hunter came to see me this afternoon, hoping I might 
find a dab of wine for her as she and her family wanted to have 
a go at, the bottle with their dinner tonight, L a &omperyac Willard 
had brought me a half gallon of some "excellent wine my trench friends 
in South Louisiana recommend so highly", and as it turned out that 
the taste her friends and my own did not co-inc ide, I was able 
to be generous in giving it away without the slightest twinge of regret and 
Miss Hunter was enchanted, She says she will be bringing the clothes line 
section within a day or so. Obviously she hap been having fun doing it 
for she pays "It's alright" which means she likes it, 

I sent word to Will Rogers this afternoon to come to lend me a hand 
on the morrow, I think I shall have him make a frame, running all around 
the African Housp upper story to hold the panels for the great' sl a bs 
forming the walls a r« not precisely in line a ll & *f course one wants 
the murals themselves to be just as smooth vertically as they are horizenatt 

. I am bringing my Fourth of July to a close in a fashion that 
you would enjoy snanny. My out-going m a il is finished and 1 am 
going out on the g a llery where my reading machine and a Tschaikovski 
and Mozart sumpo'sium awaits me. The moon is full and the night 30 

balmy and lovely, it will be pleasant by S + . Giggin’s and 
the telechathu department will be working ever time . 
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Wednesday, Jxrrr 6 th, 19 55 


Memorandum : 

Shades of "La Troisieme Jeunesse de Madame Prune "•••••••• 

I think I was never more tired but I shall probably perk up 
readily enough after a*hot shower and a go at some ice Tender Leaf . 

The marvelous weather'Continues, the heat and humidity high 
pleasant enough if one isn t pulling and hauling about as 1 have 
been the-greater part of the day. 

I moved 43 sectional book cases, each loaded with books, 
from upstiars in the african House to Dr. Hiller's, with the 
assitance of one strong arm, which ended up by making a tired arm 
out of me. 

Originally I. had envision using these as book shelves two 
feet or rather two sections high, running round the upper chamber, 
but then decided that I would have'a wooden shelf made in their 
stead since the plantation didn't seem to mind buying some 
lumber. There will be about 85 feet to this shelf which will 
begin under the pictorial cartouche of the plan tation between the 
two windows at the back of theroom and continue over h a lf way around 
the place. 

On this shelf I shall stand appropriate objects, such as 
one of Alton's wooden mules, if he ever gets around to make one, and 
I think a statue of the Blessed Martin, not carved, because Alton 
apparantly can't get the idea, but perhaps one from the Quild, 
to stand slap between the twin churches in the baptinsin'- 
funeral section of the murals, don't you think so. 

My thought is to leave the floor of the place in the natural 
wood, covered by a spriped rug, perhaps. The 5 or 6 benches which 
fill Rogers has made of crude wood will have their tops painted 
a bright Vermillion which ought to be striking, and these will 
run round the room just beneath the aforesaid shelf which I shall 
paint a 1812 gray while it in turn will be just below the white 
of the molding framing the colorful murals. The effect may 
turn out to be gaudy but I'm hoping to achieve something 
striking# and perhaps a bit suggestive of something out 
of Afrioa. 


Passed this way with his wife today• The latter is English and 
obviously a person of considerable culture. The Reverennd had passed th' 
way before and, it was explained when I met them, had told his wife 
a 11 about Melrose before she made her initial visit. But 
the Beverend found, as the tour progressed that there must have been 
a heap of things he had missed on his earlier visits and when he and 
his wife arrived at the mural section, they were utterly entranced 
at the doings. The Reverend , said he was dreadfully impatience for 
the next Sabbath to arrive so that he might mount his pulpit and 
harange his congregation with, a sermon, the general subject matter 
of which they probably will never have heard before in an Hpiscopal 
Church. Baturall I wa^a’Piighted that their little visit had 
given them so much pleasure. 

For the second time within the month, my radio died agains 
last night and so I find myself quite ignorant as to what goes 
on in the world. I did here that Brooklyn won a double header again 
yesterday and that is all I did hear but since Brooklyn is the only 
teart} I ever pay. any attention to, I was glad they were still winning. 

Isn t it odd how one picks out a baseball team as one s pet 
race horse, knowing nothing whatsoever about its merits but 
nevertheless tending to hold the thought constantly that it 
may be the season's winner. 

When I went to the store this afternoon at 2, I notice a couple 
of dozen card parked about and scads of people on the gallery. 

I recognized Bill Jones who told me the crowd wa s made up of 

planters in the negfyborhood who were joining J. H. in 

making an investigation of the boll weevil situation in 

various local cotton fields. Later I learned that they found practicall 

none which means that cotton dusting by air plane will accordingly 

be delayed much later than usual this year and a t the same time 

making it evident that the crop will accordingly cost much less 

to produce. —And so 1 close, —the happier for this day which made 

Lyme so evident on the clothes line.... 
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I had gone to bed last night when Bob Regieau telephoned 
m$ to report that he and Patty are proud parents of a 
little girl and that mother and child are doing splendidly. 

I an so glad for them, they looked forward to have a 
child with such keen anticipation. 

Just before my radio played out a day or two b a ck, I heard the 
news report of the hsart attack suffered by Senator Linden Johnson, 
or however that Texas gentleman spells his name . 

This recalled to mind some things I had heard Helen Baldwin 
mention about him a few years b a ck. She said that her husband 
a s Bditor of the Waco Times, had been enthusiastic a:cut 
Johnson and supported him in his candidacy straight 
through until, as later happened, it struck Frank B a ldwin that 
said Johnson, like Al Smith before him, had deserted the ranks 
•f the majority pf the citizens and had gone over 1 00 per cent 

to the big money boys. Black Cadillacs 3oon became the Johnson 

mode of getting a bcut and one night when with a degree of 
swank, he stepped from his car on his way into a Waco party, 

Frank happened to have just arrived, had a drink andmade a couple 
o unpleasant remarks to said Johnson to his face. Johnson, it 
seems is about six feet four inches while Fran,was about 
a foot shorter and the spectacle of the two gentlemen taking 

swings at each other, attired in tuxedo apparel, must have 

been both hilarious and lamentable, Friends eventually 
intervened before either had done any damage to the other. 

Later when Johnson had gone to the Senate and Prank had died, 
the Renator invited Helen to Washington and entertained her 
very kindly although he knew that her late husbjpd had 
never forgiven him for having gone over to big business. 

he democrats in,Texas felt that Johnson might be the one person 
who could round up enough'votes among conservative Democrats 
across the nation to capture the convention and nominate 
said Johnson. The heart attack, however, will undoubtedly 

eliminate the gentleman forever as a Presidential possibility. 

/ 

. 

» \ , . i. ' . ♦ .r , r 4 

Forgive me for the dullness of this letter. Frau Prune 
will now plunge into a bath and collapse and will try doing 
better on t he morrow...... 


Thursday, July 7th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 


Today '3 pattern seems to have been very much after 

nd nilaVim/ yes . te , rday s » H African House a ctivities 

to mentl9n a certain tiredness, fortunately 
induced by nothing other than poor footgear, for a ll my shoes 
suddenly went to pieces at the same time and I discovered 

Tuely ITjl'uuT 11 ** ' li ° U " 9 UP '«■»”» *• 

bout It unrVll t V f ii iC r Ult l 9r me U Sail Z sleep last night but 
about quarter of 10 I a woke a t the tingling of 

VLrtl\n P n h +l e l “s® Callin 9 from tc a ufort where she was 

partying to say that R. £. had just called to say that 
Ora s father had died. 

t 3 h tUi i S - even . t has been e pected for the past several months 
and as he lives m Mmden and Ora is there, I cannot think 

tfe ln% 9 ° 0d h leWS C9 , Uld n9t have been withheld from me until 
n-, h9 Y u1lleS3 * perbhance, the party was getting 
dull and Celeste merely wanted to do a bit of telephoning . 

h >Vk y i ill Tl 1 ?* tf l iS m ° r " in 9, T assumed that Will Rogers and I woi 
tulh a / h a V bu8yd *V'f it in leveling the supports to 
J» T h murals be attached but I hadn't counted 

cIbVJIIt (Ik ' 0t * nl H s J n \ me Wil1 Kogers but threw in Joe 

boot 91 The mill nil 16 r * 1,Cal ex P ert mu latto carpenter to 
boot. The mulatto and the ne_.ro in this instance work 

very well together but the job was a tricky one and they 

-afeir about all d a y. They a Js® put in the 85 foot 

d if/ id Liiio he is alld Vi U 9*t all the moldings 

p a m ed white so they may be fitted on four or five 
Paintings on the morrow. J 

. . 2 asked J. H. to order some shellac and briqht red caint too 
a”* he telephoned Pet to being it down /r« t.JiiJ "d Ter ‘ ‘ 

RS corny,3 tit ign „ „ w,. 3 ii 


I 
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p, s. 

Humidity is sealing the envelopes before I can 
get them open to insert memos, Don't be surprised if some 
seem slightly mal-treated. f. 


* • U j » • -*•' ' 


'0 : •• Z . » H l- ^ WVU»6 

„ ± x sitso/ae oxending with 


Friday, July 8th, 2955. 


the red a»d so bring forth a lovely yellowish pink for 
the benches, I hope• 

At supper, J, H, said to met 

"You know Fug a bou and Mitchell (the a xe ^ are I re ' t 'ty 
good p c inters, too", You might just as well have them tomorrow 

too." 

And so. with a couple of carpenters hammering and a c ouple 
of painters swinging a brush or'two, the African House ought 
to present a fairly busy picturee on the morrow a nd if the 
weather continues warm and doesn t get too humid, perhaps 
the major portion of the refurbishing of the place should be 
accomplished although it is just a detail that four more 
<sections of the murals remain to be painted and naturally, they cann 
have 'heir molding installed 'until after they are p a mted. 

Today 2" discovered to be a fa c t what 1 had suspected yesterday, 
the p-int Will had mixed for me for introducing a d a b °f 
Pale salmon-brick-ish coloring at certain spots on the 
‘outside of the African House, —the ground story, - turned out to 
be a strange lavendar-purple and the poor old Africa » House certaml 
looks odd enough, I shall see what another attempt a t color mixing 
can accomplish a»d I. hope something a little less imperial and 
a little more brickish may be achieved, 

On the 4th of July, M a dam Youngblood, wife of the overseer, 
sent me a chocolate cake which I just go around to sample 
this evening. It is wonde ful and I think I shall have . 

go at another piece before calling it a day. What brought forth 
ihis gift, brought over by a servant, I do not know, a s I have 
never seen the lady but once in my life, perhaps a couple of years 
n qo about the time the Youngbloods were planning to come here 
to live. Eventually I shall return the cake plate a nd cover by a 
servant for I don't wait to establish a personal contact, or 
rather a face-to-face encounter since I have always avoided 
invitations to dinner or to spend the evening since I prefer 
spending my evenings at Yucca 

And so to the c ake and tender leaf section and thence to 
feed I m holding the thought the thermometer may not be siz 2 lmg 
to mightily in th J e yicinity\f Lyme a nd little Miss Lee . 


Memorandum: 

Another week finished, another week end begun. 

According to my radio, which isn't mine but a borrowed 
one while mine is getting tinkered with, you.all are having 
a heat wave, northern heat w a ves and especially those in urb a n 
centers are so much more devastating than those in the South 
where somehow we are braced against them whereas the North is not, 

I do hope you are moseying a long as slowly as possible these days, 

L * • 

This morning with the dawn came n couple of carpenters, a couple 
of painters a nd two gardeners. Like Caesar's wife, I had to 
be all things to all men and so my day was fairly busy. 

The cappenters didn't know precisely how I wanted the f modling put on 
the few panels that were ready and the painters didn t know how I wanted 
to colors mixed and which tints I wanted for shelves, benches and 
. outer walls of the African House, The gardeners just didn't under¬ 
stand what was expected of them, and somehow we all got through 
the day with accomplishing quite a lot, not to mentioned some 
pilgrims thrown in to boot, 

I got some of the panels shellaced on both sides and put into 
place, although most of the molding cannot be put on 
until the whole series is complete since one section somehow hinges 
on the next and so on around. But everybody, including myself, 
likes the Wash D a y section best a nd I think you are going to 
like it, too, —wash day and the baptisin', I think but wash day 
p a rticularly for \ts lovely corloring. 

Some people had an appointment with J, H, this morning, —National 

Forestry people, and of course the first thig J, H, had to do was 

to bring them to the African House where we were in no position 

to receive visitors but it is nice to know .that he is taking such 
^n interest in the business 

• • 

The gray shelving brings out the white of the molding just above 
it so very nicely and the pink-red benches po int up ..the 80 odd foot 







\ 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


r 


7454 


shelf s, nicely that when the thing is finally acht-eved, 1 think it 
is going to look nice and African. 

I had the door upstairs in the African House converted 
into a Dutch door, - cutting it in half horizontally and painting 
the whole thing blue which harmonizes nicely with the other coloring. 

Making it a Dutch door en a bles me to keep the lower half closed to keep out 
the strong light reflected from the greensward below and at the 
same time en a ble one to get a maximum of ventillation by leaping 
he upper part open.. 

* 

In the midst of one thing and another, Ciemence appeared to ask 
for more p a ints and to say she thought she would have the 
pecane companion piece to the clothes line section completed this 
week end. '■‘■hat will me a n six 3he has finished and three more to go, — 
a nd I hope she lives. May we all live, in fact, and I suspect 
we shall» 

In the garden section, it is obvious that again this year, 
the btterfly lilies are going to f n il to make it by the 9th 
of July as they sometimes do. I suppose this year s late cold 
snap on March 2Th automatically put their calendar b a ck for them. Some 
of the cone shaped buds from which a dozen or two blossom will eventually 
emerge are already formed but the flowers themselves will be a nothe week 
or so in making up their hinds , I believe. 

I hever did see the ladies next door today » 1 skipped the coffeee hour, 

understanding that both ladies were in Aelxandria but learned at 
supper that only Celeste was spending the day there on some 3 ort of 
frolic. There have been so many parties this week thatthe lady 
”omplains ,pf exhaustion but simply c a n't forego getting bb a ck into 
the squirrel cage whenever the big wheel threatens to turn, some¬ 
times twiee a day, sometimes three times a day. And it all seem wonderful 
n nd wonderfully futile 
• * • • 

Frances Henry is taking typhus and other shots in preparation to 
going to Japan for a couple of years to 3erve as librarian, —I suppose 
with the armed forces, for although she seems not to be 
in the Army, she doe v have to wear a uniform and has to agree 
to remain a couple of years. She care nothing about the Orientals 
or at ybody but since Jpan is far away and as she doesn t care for anyone 
in Louisiana, --and most important, the p a y is high for this rich lady, 
Japan seems to be an ideal situation. Poor people, indeed, when 
11 they have is money..... 
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Sunday, July 10th, 1955. 


Memorandum : 

It is about 9:30 p.m., and I set hand to typewriter for 
the first time today. 

People, friends, strangers and acqUantances somehow manged 
to dove-tail things from 5 o'clock this morning so that I never 
did get a minute to myself for a little chant until this moment. 
Sometime between now and tomorrow morning's m a il, I must attempt 
some of the 5 fifteen or twenty letters I usually knock out 
on the Sabbath but something tells me most of them will be mere 
notes . 

One of the afternoon visitors was Dr. John Kysor who telephoned 
me this morning, saying he simply couldn't wait until varnishing day 
to come to see what progress was being made on the murals. He asked j 
he might bring his wife and a Dr. and Mrs. Evans They came around 
5 and remained until 8 when I supped across the fence, got bogged dowr 
with some late visitors there and so a w pausing for this little note 
before rolling up my sieeves for the mail. 

Dr. Kyser got Dr. Evans to join the Northwestern faculty 
for some course in writing, I suppose, as Dr. Evans comes directly 
from the Facts Forum program # He says Dan Smoot who has broadcast 
the programs from the time of their inception is le a ving the 
organization in August # You perh a ps may recall, if you 
h n ve facts forum- in your area, that this is the thing which is 
backed by the fabulously wealthy oil man, named Hunt. It 
is said he is withdrawing much of his support of the programshortly. 
Dr. Evans said that sometimes Hunt a pparautiy Pays no attention 
to the programs and at other times hemakes a big racket about the 
m terial that is broadcast 9 I suppose it would be difficult to 
find a mijlt*naire to sponsor a program of this sort w^o would 
keep his nahas off the editorial nature of the thing. 

E a cts Eorum always states that it is making an effort to present 
both sides, —as thought there were but two sides, of every question, 

4 but I gather that in so doing, those in charge of F a cts Eorum werenlt 
expected to put "big money" in too unfavorable a light. 
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Monday, July 11th, 19 55 


the 

feathered frie 
ed their attention 

, asked me about something or other c 
;;„J a thing on the 

•drip with color^ g,nd this, in sharp contract, to a 

a ye, who had been sent to me with some / 
half an hour ahead of Lloyd and who had been struck a. 
shment and delight at what he caught sight of, so muc) 
lmost forgot to deliver the message Probably neither 
nor the colored boy had ever been in a room so weighted 
a nd the colored boy was entranced and the white 
, mural yet, 

rst dark tonight, but the net resu. 
1 think I mentioned in 

that the envelopes are present problems, the gum is 
frequently before the envelopehas even been put 

I mention this so that you will not be &1 armed if 


The ‘-Three Wenk offspring spent Saturday here and Bl y od^, 
older of the two boys, apparantly did much work on our „ —' 
with his gun. He stopped by the African House where^ I was 
working with Fuj n bour and till Rogers and I c&*~ 
to the fact that”he came upstairs, c-- _ 

walked b a ck out, never apparantly having noticed 

w a lls, all a-< 

colored boy of a bout the same a ge 
who had arrived half 

dumb with astoni: - 

so that he a . 
the white b^y 
down witty murals 
boy hasn t seen a 

We a 2roost got 
was merely a t 
my last letter 
sticking so 
into the machine. 
occasionally. some 
along' the edge which is sealed. 

On Saturday afternoon about 5, 1 decided to toat one 
of the sections on cotton to the artist, as she had told me 
earlier in the day that she had finished with the pecane department 
She must have had the same idea that I had had, jor 1 met her and 
her helpe half way between her house and Yucca, slap in the middle 
of the cotton field, her helper carrying the pecane section, I 
toating the cotton one. And so e a ch continued on his w a y, after 
which I returned to the *fric a n House. She did nicexy uy i..e 


Memorandum 


And just to think I h n d so fimrly believed there 
wouldn't be anything but quiet and an opportunity 
to catch up on half a do2en odds ad ends, too long neglectedl 

But with the dawn, —and somehow it seemed to arrive 
so early, came more workmen with a message from J. H. saying th 
if I could use any or all of these people in carrying out Afric 
House plans or making repairs on the several building within 
the garden confines, they were mine. So, naturally, I 
put them to work, therebye carving out a neat, full day's set 
of chores for myself. 

But before doing anything, I saw to it that Mark a nd 
Hug bou got mixing paints while I dished out tasks for the 
others and finally I got the horrible like sky blue of the 
African House doors converted into a blue green or a green blue 
that does alright with the pale rose of the walls and so things 
got to turning and have been ever since until now, pilgrims 
included. 

At 9 o'clock, B found the ladies across the fence 
discussing two deaths that had transpired over the week end 
in the ranks of Alexandria and Natchitoches people we knew. 

The Phillips death inthe Alexandria family was that of a 
m n ii about 50 years old who had had a heart qttack a few months 
back . He had gone down to Pointe Coupeee Parish to see 
a bout some of their property down that way, —they contil 
eight thousand acress in Pointe Coupeee, and later A 
his body was found in the Mississippi River. He had parked his 
car and was walking along the margin of the river when, alone, 
a second heart attack came, knocking him out and into 
the river. His funeral was yesterday. 

The Natchitoches death was that of P a ul Bucaiieau, 
perhaps 60 is, o an ancient local family. He lived near 
Joe and Ette Levy and the former had chatted with said 
Bucaneau, while they say in the garden during the afternoon. 
When Joe left, he had gone but a short distance when he heard 
a revolver shot, and racing back, found his conversationalist 
dead, ihe B UCa ji oe au men have always suffered persecution 


w w ^ oj to appears excellent. A 

big old sow with some little pigs grace the river bank just 
below the honkey-tonk and the sow appears to be about twice or 
sinee of the youths gaming outside the building, and prob a bly 
ill the artist' mind, the relative v a lue of the a /iimaZ and 
the g a mblers is about perfect as portrayed by her facile brush. 

I'm going to rake things a little slower this week, I 
think for nothing more will require immediatee attention at 
the African H 0 use until the balance of the panels have been 
finished and I shall be delighted to get c a nght up on some 
•f my gardening a nd desk work , May your week end have been 
a ii uneventful one, too...... 
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Tuesday, July 12th, 1955 


complexes and have made outrageous husbands, it 
is said, Paul's mother died in January and last week Paul 
learned that he was suffering from cancer of the throat, 
funeral was this afternoon and Celeste was in quite a twit 
bout the whole thing, declaring that suicides are the 
J’ault of society in general, etc,, etc,, u.iw t;,*, * 


Memo rand urn 


Hew nice te find your Friday letter in today's post. 

It is so good to know how things have been going, yeur 
opinions of various matters concerning our mutal friends and 
to learn that you could make something out of the I .S . W. films, 

I pray the Lord the handling of the latter may not h a ve put a 
terrible crimp y in your usual routine •. Please do not let 
yourself be pushed into greater tangles in the mailing of them for there 
is certainly no rush a bout returning the negatives to la Willard. 

Your observations regarding the correspondence from South Carolina 
a nd Florida echoed my sentiments to perfection. La Storm is 
so remark a ble, and I do hope the years ahead will hold endless happiness 
for her, Apparantly there's.a mutual admiration existing between her 
and Dora and perhaps this will tend to bolster a ny sagging that might 
develope in the new marriage. Why I should be supposing there sould 
be a ny /lift, I cannot say and yet the a bsence of reference to the 
Lavanah business somehow seems a d a bb ominous You will'be interested 
in the letter from Carl Harness in today's post, I a m so sorry 
Lillian has had such an accident, For people who are always flying a bout 
the 40 pound cast on her foot must be particularly cumbersome 
You may recall that it was with the sisters Holland whom Dora*lived so 
flany years. It must seeem odd that that he didn't let them know, at 

least vaguely, as to whence he might be heading, since he didn't know 
precisely himself, apparantly,. when he quitted Norman. 


uji.tsct wej.i she 

might make a start. 

, 

The day's post brought letters from Briarwood and « a co. 

I got around to read the Waco one, thinking Helen might be 
threatening to honor me but I never aid get round to open 
little Miss Mormon's communication as it probably is devoted to 
flora and fauna and contains nothing more vital, 1 hope. 

Helen's letter surprised me in that she doesn t seem averse 
to heading out for Ankora or however one spells the name 
of 'lurkey' 3 capitol. What on earth would imp ell a ny one to 
go there on a pleasure jaunt, I cannot for the life of 
me imagine, Constantinople or Istanboul or whatever it 
is presently styled, ought to provde anyone with lots of 


0 cuiy if i k ii vu O 
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Wednesday, J'uly 15th, 19 55 


Memor a^dum • 

We had such a nice rain of a little over an inch last night and 
another this nooon of half an inch and its sprinkling tonight, We 
can take all the water coming this way, —which will probably be very 
little more between now and November but the present da3h of moisture 
is just perfect for filling out the cotton bolls and fattening 

the plants on our side of the fence at the same time, 

1 

At 4:20 this morning a terrific bolt of lightning discharged 
over two pecane trees in the pasture half way to Little River, rippin< 
out the tops of two big pecane trees and killing a cow and a 
calf about half way between the two trees, There was no rain 
at the time so that the clap of thunder somehow seemed twice as 
loud as usual. 

It's al w aV 3 nice hearing from the Kleisers and as you 
will note from the enclosure, it ispossible they will be making 
a round one of these days and I shall be delighted to 3ee them. 

The enclosed clipping is from the Shreveport Journal of 
July 12th, 19 55 and seems to contain nothing of interest 
except the errors. The funniest of these, I find, is the 
statement that the gin had to be taken down and cleaned after 
the yellow.cotton had been ginned. Obviously the writer of this 
a rticle didn't know a thing a bout processing cotton. After all, 
the yellow of the cotton is not a dye and cannot possibly come off an< 
there certainly would be no point in taking a gin apart whether the 


their suggestion seems to be alright, I am hoping for a Labor Lay 
delivery as my present stock of that particular item is low 
and I suppose there may be a demand for the item, should the 
proposed publicity concerning the buildings murals gets off to 

good start. Did I mention that a long the shelf below the murals, 

I am placing a Melrose plantation plate, --casually, of course, so 
that it will rest just wider the section in which Clemence will 
paint the pictorial map of the plantation, along the lines of 
the design in the plate, I am under the impression that the 
prescene of the plate in suefy close proximity to 'the larger 
lay-out may well serve to further sales, 

I was in the African House twice today and each time I 
instinctively gazed at the wash line which somehow is so indelibly 
stamped with the insigni a of Lyme, I am so happy that 4t is 
the best item she has done for it and little Miss Lee will 
forever form a composite of it for. me, 

I plan to journey across the cotton patch tomorrow sometime 
or other with a. view to lending encouragement to the artist and 
at the same time passing along. a bout five dollars worth of enthusiasm 
on the part of little Miss Lee 

Father Rial passed by to see me for a moment this morning. 

He wanted to tell me of a letter he had recently received from a friend 
of his who is a - priest in Brazzeville where he teaches little colored 
boys abou.t 14 to 16 years of age,. The priest wrote that one of these 
boys, proficient with his brush, had astonished everybody by painting 
a picture of. the Trinity in such a fashion as to make the combination, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, appear os separate personalities and yet at 
same time had succeeded in making the likeness as of one. How 
I should love to see a photograph of that creation, stirred up in the 
depths of the Congo, 

At coffeee this morning, Celeste told me that she and three of her 
girl friends are going to Shreveport for a two day frolic on the 
morrow She is so tired she simply has to run away for at least two days 
to hrrx renew her vigor by some form of diversion, Isn't it 
wonderful, But I must break off at this point, repeating again how 
happy your message in today's post has made my day,,,,,. 


I talked with Ora this afternoon, —the first time since her 
father '3 death. She said she is getting along nicely and is back in 
school and as busy as a bee, She sp\d .she .thought I would be 
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interested in hearing that she and R. B. had bumped into 
Dan in Arthur Watson^s office a day or two ago and that Dan had 
asked her if she had seen the African House mural3 and declared he 
thought they were the best things Clemence had ever done. That 
seems to set the seal of satisfaction with them on all the Henrys 
except Sister who hasn't seen them as yet and who most certainly 
will never take time out to give them a second glance if she 
ever learns about them for Art and Sister are two ingredients 
which simply do not mix although she will be the first, I suppose, 
to begin claiming the artist as the child of her raising if she ever 
suspects that a vogue is heading in Clemence's direction. 


Memorandum 


■4s I jotted down the date line, I wondered to myself and reasoned 
it out for the first time, —just why the 4th of July a lw a ys seems so 
•iicc all around and why the 14th doesn't, and I suppose it must 
be because on this side of the Atlantic in the Revolutionary days they 
had so m a ny oeffersons and Washingtons a nd Adm a ses and Madisons and 
franklins and such like and so little blood letting whereas on the 
other side of the ocean they had such a raft of Rebespierres, Marats, 

*/usts, Dantons and the Lord Knows what all, so that the implications 
of the 4th are inclined to be rather on the pleasant side whereas the oi 
is a little too lurid for .happy memories. 

It rained another inch and a half today and the ground can 
take it and the cotton in the fields and the vegetation in the gardens 
look wonderful and the forecast for the morrow is more rain, 

oust as I sat down for this little ,chat, my telephone rang, 
c arolyn wa3 calling from some place in the Crescent City and said she ha 
a couple of surprises for me. The first and second iPices then 
coming over the wire were those whom you have already guessed. — 

Dora and Kay, they said they are getting up this way in li days 
or two weeks, .Hie connection wasn't very good but I assume they 
m n,y be 9 oi ng on to California from here although who can tell 
what people, especially honeymooners, may have up their sleeves. It 
was only the last time I saw Carolyn that I learned the real reason 
wh y K„y, la Storm and Dor a had to bolt b a ck to The Bluff so abruptly 
from Hew Orleans on or a ^out the 125 of March, One of K a y's dogs 
w a s reported ill, j believe they reached South Carolina before it 
expired so it must have been able to make a satisfactory confession or 
whatever it is that dogs have to do when three grown people have to 
go chasing from Louisiana to the Atlantic seaboard, cancelling all plans 
and traveling through weather conditions which broke all records for 
cold at that time of the year. Let's hope . marriage will take care of 
at least some of such tomfoolery, 

i , 

It was drizzling along a bout 2 o'clock thi 3 afternoon when 
I hazarded the dripping cotton field mid mmziiLn mud » • +.hm 


I gave up my intetion of visiting the artist today 
when the rains continued to put the highway into a perfect 
ocean of mud, necessitating w a ding up to one's a nkles through the 
stuff if one decided he wanted to cross, For yesterday's 
shower came immediately a /ter tons of soft earth had been 
dumped on the thoroughfare and the resulting deluge 
converted it into something impassable and so it has remained, the 
graders and road rollers being un a ble to negotiate the sea of mud. 

Tow mulatto youths appeared at dinner time today, saying that 

Dr. W. W, Smith of Shreveport, had recommended that they drop in to 
see me when down this way, I suppose they were a bout 16, 

I showed them about and as they were leaving one of them said he 
did some painting and wondered if the next time he wa8 down 

this way he might show me some of his work, I suppose there 

will be a flurry of such things when the mural3 make their bow. 

Surely Dora could h a ve fun if he and Kay invested in 
Reform Plantation up Bermuda way and converted a section of 
it into an a rt center. They probably wouldn't make a ny money which 
certainly wouldn't be necessary butthey could have lots of fun 
a nd Fortune might favor because of the uniqueness of such an 
. enterprise • Besides, there would be satisfaction in finding 
what , if any, "gem of fairest ray serene, the dark unfathomed 
caves of ocean bare", or is it "bear". 

» 

It's so pleasant to hear the sound of the gentle rain on ht e 
(on the ) fl a t surfaces of the banana leaves and the big old 
elephant ears and now I shall attack my mail to the sound of such 
a symphony , . .. 










' 
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got a s far as theartist's cabin, taking her pother of your portraits 
of Abraham. Lincoln, To my surprise, she announced that in 
spite of the recent damp spells, she had finished the cotton 
picking panel. It is pretty but utterly different from what I had 
envisioned. How she is going to hitch it up along side the 
cotton picking one that will join it at the corner of the building, I 
do not know, but that is her problem, I still think the wash day one 
is the happiest of all her present creations and I attribute the 
whole thing to the influence of little Miss Lee, 

I can't recall if I told you what a kick I got out of a 
report she passed along to me a week or so b a ck, I had sent some 
prospective purchasers of pictures to her after giving them a 
pretty good sales talk during their Melrose tour, Clemence told me that 
they were interested in me a nd what I did for the plantation and 
she told me with disarming candor j 

"I told 'em you jus', live there and that you don't do 
nuthin '," 

I got to giggling in my beard as I crossed the dripping 
cotton field, carrying the big old panel over my head and praying 
the Lard a passing breeze wouldn't get under the p a nel and s a il off 
skyward with me clutching hold of it, for most certainly I should 
h^ve never turned it free, 

i t ' . . 

I did & other round of baby sitting for a little while this 
evening but I did not remain so late as last night as Celeste 
blew in about first dark. She had a little difficulty 
in getting in at the cattle gap t what with the road in such 
a state of mud but she finally made it. She has had such a wonderful 
tijne, such lovely people, the food was so delicious , card playing 
from gi dawn 'til dark, wandering about in one 's bare feet when one 
wished to, —the firls were all so darling and they have such a 
marvelous garb a ge di.sposal unit and the kitchen arrangements are 
jU3t darling, etc,, etc,, etc,, and one can but wonder hew such 
frittering away of one's life can go on so endlessly and obviously so 
much to the satisfaction of the participants, 

Hhe Library of Congress thing came along today and I shall mail 
it under separate cover. Please, I pray you, don't bother about it 
at the expense of worth while things of greater moment, such as 
catching your breath, Ihe other enclosures speak for themselves, and 
I speak for myself when I repeat how happy I was in h a ving your letter 
earlier in the week. Spoke with Erma Sompery a c Willard on the 'phone 
today and she was happy to know the films turned out nicely,,,,,, 


Friday, July 15th, 19 55. 


~ - 'Memorandumx 

*■ % ■ 

Another week played out and one can but wonder at their 
speed. Thanks to the momentary absence of Wenks plus the bountiful 
rains that staved off pilgrims, mine has been just the kind I 
like best, an abundance of mail and a paucity of road runners, 

I think I neglected to remark in my letter-of yesterday that 
I was ^forwarding the Charleston paper carrying the notice of 
the C Brien-Register nuptials, I thought you might like to have 
it to go with the correspondence, I suppose la Storm sent it 
to me and I can 't think why I have been yo laggardly about 
forwarding it to you except that it didn t arrive here until 
a couple of weeks after the June 15th festivities which explains 
a portion of its dwaddling, 

There seemed to be no first class mail today but I cannot 
complain about that, what with the happiness your letter brought 
me earlier in the week and the other notes coming from thither and yon. 
And I think I shall use the freedom the absence of in-coming 
mil provides to do a bit of reading tonight from I, Bernard Cohen's 
Benjamin Franklin, a Bobs-Merril publication which, if my previous 
attempts to read it are true samples, it will provide me with 
3ome early resting of the y eyes although mv nodding head may provide 
no particular relaxation for the neck, y 

I think the Cohen opus i3 scholarly but somehow it doesn't 
wiroll in too fascinating a fashion and part of this may be due to the 
reader who is also scholarly but no Scourby, 

Clemence came to see me this afternoon, not in the dampness 
n s of yesterday but merely in the steam of today, for the humidity is 
„bout 99 degrees but the sun was shining which mu3t have made 
11 vegetation and little Miss Hunter start a-jumpin ' in their growth, 

I told her I thought it would be so nice if we could get the murals 
finished before Mr. Pipes arrived. She thought so, too. We checked over 
.what Mas to be donein the African House but she did not take any 
sections home with her as 3he was expecting to leave for Alexandria where 
her grandson, Brother, whom I used to te a ch Mother (loose Rhymes, is 


r 
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in the hospital for an appendectomy % She said she 

plans to return on Sunday and I think the little respite will be Qood 
for her before 3 he attacks the cotton picking segment and 
the pictorial• m a p• 

On the purely domestic side, I should report the presence of 
a flurry among our furred and feathered friends. Grandpa ha3 
a new batch of kittens. The last two blessed vs events occured 
under a nandina bush but this time the stork deposited the new arrivals 
in the attaic of this house which was where their mama was born to begin 
.with. At least the dogs shouldn't have such easy picking in such 
a n elevated nursery as they did when the layette section was slap 
on the ground. 

4 

And in the feathered section. Yucca has a new, half grown white 
duck, also to be known as Yucca. Eugene's little boy was given him 
at Easter time but ducks and urban life don t seem to jibe so 
very well a?id so Yucca has come down here to see how rural life agrees 
with him. T introduced him to the place by removing him from his 
cardboard traveling box into surroundings that must seem wonderfully 
liquuid and verdent to one who has only had a little dish to 
splash around in and only a close cropped little grass plot on which 
to frolic. For his new habitat is in the a vant-cour, hard by the big old 
sugar pot where a pool of water stands the year round to make life 
easy on the iris, butterfly lilies, spearamint and so on. I tossed 
a few cubes of bread into the water just before turning him out of 
his traveling box and when he saw the water, food and vegetation, he 
ttood up on his toes and quacked .migh-tily, -—and then splashed in. 

I shouldn't be surprised if his existence here is brief for those 
nasty dogs across the fence love to pommel everything living to death 
ut I have fixed a little house for the bird with an entrance through a 
picket fence which the hounds can t engotiate and I'm hoping the 
duck may h a ve sense and luck enough to touch home b a se whenever the 
canines descend on him. 


It looks like a -,iet week end ahead in spite o f the fair weather in 
prospect, for 8 to 10 inches of mud which constitutes the highway at 
the moment will probably go far in discouraging pilgrims 
to attempt negotiating the .oosey moat. And may a profound 
peace provide an opportunity for breath-catching at Lyme...... 


Sunday, July 17th, 1955• 


Memorandum: 

Another inch, and a half of r ain yesterday, followed by 
a star spangled sky a cloudless morning until the cotton 
dusting by air began at noon, whereupon another storm belw in 
dumping another inch and a half of rain on us. Lucky boll 
weevils, —their dust laden fodder became perfectly harmless 
before they could get one, good bite and tonight they must 
be stuffitxg themselves for all they are worth. 

At 8:2 0 this morning, a servant appeared on the gallery, 
saying there were some people to see me at the front gate 
3 »d it 1 ooked like they knew me. I met an 82 year old 
lady, under the big oak. It was Eli Mahiers’ mama from Baton 
Rouge where Dora used to go so often when he lived in £aton Rouge. 
She had told her children that once before 3he died, she's like 
to see Melrose again and wanted to talk with me a little because 
she felt that if anybody in the world could tell her a bout Mr. Pipe 
I would be the one. She said Mr. Pipes had left Norman, writing 
a little note to her daughter, Eli, in the Art Department at 
the University of Oklahoma, telling her that he had Saued 
sufficient money to.provide himself with a prolonged vacation 
and that he was going to see friends who wanted him to visit 
them. He did not^say in which direction he was traveling. 

And 30 Madam Mahiers and her daughters, Eli, of Norman, and 
Frances who is Mrs. Brandon.of Natchez, have been worrying ever 
since as has Mr. Pipes' sister, Mary Lou Patterson of Natchez. 

I told her I thought I could quiet her fears and did so but 
asked her not to pass along n ny more news than that Mr. Pipes 
was making it alright qnd that I had heard from him only last 
week. Madam Mahiers is a sweet lady like Madam Regard is sweet 
and she had loved Dora and her relief was wonderful to observe. 

And so we got her other daughtt^ef Baton Rouge and her son, 
Henry, and his wife, and we all had a little tour and 
a chat with eherry on the b a ck gallery until 11 o'clock and 
b a ck they headed for Baton “ouge, everyone seemingly delighted. 
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Celeste, Madam Regard, J, H, and I dined alone, Pat 
being somewhere , probably flying, Along with the fried chicken 
went some delicious stuffed peppers from the lucca gallery,— 
the peppers, not the stuffing, and Celeste put the finishing 
touches on the refreshments she intended serving at 5 o 'clock >. 
when Father &oble was to bring two guests from Pittsburg 
foil owing a tour from 2 to 5 of Melrose which he had asked Celeste 
to make arrangements for with me • The ladies across the fence 
said they would siesta until 2:50 a nd I agreed to pick 
up Father *oble and his two ladies, and gvie them the 
tour, before going to the refreshement bar, I waited 
aone on the gallery from 1 :50 until 5:10 when the ladies 
stirred inside the house • Father Rcble aivi his ladies 
arriped at 3:45* We did a tour, following the intial 
contact and Celeste was definitely on the rude side• Youw ould 
h a ve thought she had been the one most inconvienced, 

After the tour, we returned across the fence for cake and 
ice cream which the guests downed and hurried f off to a 
five o'clock dinner engagement at the rectory, 

Fits were had after the people had left and tomorrow night, 
never being able to resist a party, Celeste plans to go to the 
Lambres inBcrmuda who are giving a party for the two 
Pennsylvania ladies. And so things turn in the pilgrimage 
section, 

Saturday s post contained a d a b of odds and ends but 
nothing of particular interest, Some gentleman named Briley 
sent a snapshot when here for the Alexandria Town Talk, From 
what he has to say in his letter, 1 gather he is on the 
carcked side. 

From Kay's letter, I gather it was written before she 
talked with me on the telephone on Thursday or Friday night, 
and from Ida's, I gather she might have been planning to see 
some of the outfit at the Petit Salon, but as I have no 
notion as to what the Petit Salon may be, —a tea house, 
h a ir-do place or restaurant, I am quite in the dark as 
to what might have been cooking, 

My radion at 6 this morning reported JJewYork 
a s sweltering at 7 6 at that early hour which must have 
indicated a sizzling day just ahead unless, by chance , 
you all got some of our cooling showers which have a way of 
jumping up the humidity but lowering the thermometer, 

And so the new week begins and I shall be so interested to learn 
if you got a d a b of week end respite,,,,,, 









Memorandum: 

Today's weather has been an unreasonable fac-simile of 
yesterday's. The sun in the morning impelled every planter 
in the Parish to crank up the air planes and du3t was flying 
in every direction until a little afternoon when the clouds 
rolled up and washed all the gh a stly dew away, 

* ; • 

According to the local planter the two hundred and fifty 
dollars for each dusting is worth the gamble since it is 
, the daily boll weevil luncheon bill, estimated at five thousand 
dollars that is trying to be avoided. So much for the aspects 
of dollars and more or less sense in plantation management so 
far as, the cotton crop goes at this season of the year, I am 
holding the thought that the boll weevils a re suffering from poor 
n petites this season for I figure if cotton is rolling 
mightily within a nother 60 days, that will be an 
excellent time to point out to the powers that the big house, 
the African House and Yucca all need re-shingling, 

‘ihis morning along about seven o'clock the artist sent her 
helper to toat the second panel of the cotton section of the 
murals to her house. At 9:50 she passed this way herself and 
together we went and sat for a while to admire what has been 
n ccomplished thus far. Once this cotton picking panel has 
been achieved and the pictorial map painted, the murals, save for 
a bit of finishing touches, will be completed, I think 
the artist will breathe a sigh of relief and I shall be ready 
to take on the cappcnters and finishers to put the work in 
it proper setting. 

The ladies across the fence are in the 7th eaven of delight 
at the prospect of Maxville guests arriving oin luesday and departi 
on Wednesday, Ifieir house servant is giving them some cause 
for worry as her health seems delicate, Celeste delivered 
her over to the lady doctor the other day.who found mal-nutrition 
the girl's difficulty but that complaint seems to be a difficult 
ailment for cure in these parts. Quick results are 
frequently the things which are most likely ton convince 
local patients as to the value of the medecine or treatment. 
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And besides, —and it's a big tne, Carrie, the servant, is 
ble teread and she saw in seme paper the advertisement of 
n a New Orleans doctor who guaranteed to cure anything with 
a lacrity if one would contact him for an appointment . Carrie 
wrote for said appointment, following her visit to the 
l^dy doctor and was perfectly delighted when, by return mail, 
the New Orleans quack advised her that on second thought 
it wouldn't really be important for her, to actually call 
at the doctor's office inasmuch as he could send her the 
precise medecine she needed if she, as a starter, would 
forwqrd him thirty five dollars, after which additional 
medecine, if required, could be supplied by mail, Carrie thought 
that was sure enough her doctor alright and so I suppose business 
will be brisk for that doctor in the days immediately ahead, so 
far as that particular Melrose patient is concerned, 

t 

I should explain, perhaps, that Carrie is a sister of 
Dooley who broke into the store a while back. To understand 
the vast solace which voo-ddo provides for those who believe in it, 
it is important to keep such ~a faat as the following in mind, 
Dooley's stupid mama made a big racket about her boy having been 
detained for a few days in jail for breaking into the store, declar 
that "they are always telling lies about my child'', Dooley 
finally confessed that it was he would broke into the store but 
for the stupid mother, a firm believer in voodoo, the admission 
by her son of his depredation made not the slightest 
difference since, as she e plains it, "they made him 
do it", "They" is always pretty, indefinite but it actually 
boils down to some person or persons who dislikes her or her 
family who employ the services of another voodoo doctor not 
in their f a vor to conjure up evils that will force her child to 
break into stores against his own intentions, the fact being 
that since voodoo works both ways, the evil that people can 
conj: re up against your child's intention is just as great or 
greater as the powers of the practioner in the same profession w'no 
is employed to ward off evil spirits, With this in mind, it 
is easy enough to understand how all thought a bout anyone having 
to go to jail for a misdeed is taken casually enough since, 
naturally, it is not the fault of the culprit but merely 
the strength of the evil witch doctor, 

» 

Although this must sound a little tiresome, I set it down for 
yoir attention since the understanding of it may make 
more comprehensible the strange mental reactions which 
continue to obtain in these parts in this year of grace, 1955,••• • • 
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the nCquaintcinee with them, that these shots provide will 
make a little lewss boring all the talk I have been making 
on the subject until that happy time arrives when little Miss 
Lee and come and observe the creations in their own setting 
a nd natural colors for herself• 

did not show the pictures across the fence to which place 
I journey just after leaving the post office, Neither 
lady there has ever seen the murals, While I was h a ving 
a demi tasse, Rosalind Aswell telephoned Celeste, asking 
to whom she should apply for permission to do some research 
in the Melrose library. Celeste turned her over to me. She 
said she wanted to come right away, —it w a s 9tl 0. She 
got here at 11, joined Eugene, Dr, Alban and me for dinner 
and departed for home immeidately thereafter, explaining 
she had been out of sorts when she had telephoned and really 
didn't want to do any research. She seems to be at cross purposes 
with herself and the world but was rather on the gayer side 
when she left. She, recommended several books she had, f 
recently read including one by V, Hollandt Oscar .i/ild s Son, 
or some such title, V, Holland being the younger of the poet s 
-two children, 

And just as 1 handed her into her car, four *r /iu® 

Oberdykes arrived n uite unannounced, —most of themhailing 
from Kans a s, noisey and wonderfully informal as ttiWugh they had 
known me from the cradle. As they went out one gate, Clemcjice 
came in the other. She startled me when she announced she 
had finished the cotton picking panel which she had started 
work §11 only yesterday» ^ realised she couldn t possible 
do a job that would delight me completely in s uch a short 
time. My telephone rang and it was Celeste, inviteug 
me for a drink and to take her house guests on a 'W• 1 

told Clemence J would pick up her painting later 1 went 
a head with a tour. Secretaries were waiting for me when I finishec 
with that but eventually 1 got over to Clemence 1 s, finding 
my fears had been mildly correct and g a ve her a b a nk note from Lymt 
nd returned to Melrose to find some pilgrims awaiting me 

(1 c t* 

And so the day ran out a nd I still thtk the clothes line 
the prettiest panel and it's doubly so because Lyme shines 
through it so delightfully, 

Th a iiks to your gift, my day has been the happier a ?, d 
after doing the mail, 1 shall collapse for a few moments to 
turn through the pictures again before folding up my beard, 

I so much hope this very first butterfly lily of the season 
retains a faint suggestion of its marvelous perfume .. 


Wednesday, July 20th, 1955, 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your elegant letter of Monday in 
today's post. And how surprising that it should have 
arrived on Wednesday, since a letter mailed in Natchitoches 
on a Monday never comes to hand before the folowing 
Thursday , 

And how nice to learn of some of the things you have 
been up to and how you made the most of a two hour 
respite on the week end,, I may add that at coffee this 
morning the lady mentioned her delight in having had such 
a sweet letter from Lyme, 

And thanks for sending, along the clipping from 
the New York 1 imes concerning Louisiana iris, I have 
read about half of it and shall finish the balance on 
the morrow, I must inquire a bout the identity of the 
author, Camilla Truax, I am wondering if this could be 
the former Camilla Bradley who operated a flower and garden 
magazine in New Orleans at one time, I shall make 
inquiry, • 

• 

4s I was plucking the first butterfly lily of the 
season at dawning to enclose in your memo from here, I 
was pleasantly surprised to see Will Rogers, the carpenter, 
coming in my direction , J, H, having sent him probably 
because he w couldn't think of anything himself to 
give aim to do, I, was glad to make use of him, making some 
^sfkfilves, putting in window panes, blown out by a recent storm 
at^tie big house, tightening latches on doors and so on, 

I was glad I had determined on having a 
shelf made overthe door in my bath room. In explaining 
what I wanted to the carpenter, I suggested heX 
removed the busscr which had been attached to the doer casing 
along a bout 2945 when a wire was run from the Muaam s room 
to Yucca, In pointing out the object for removal, 
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I w<js vaguely started whenas my hand passed over it, much 
heat issued from it. This was puzzling to the carpenter 
and me, too, since the wire to the big house had long since 
been disconnected. This required us to trace what turned out 
to be three separate wires, two of them leading behind an 
a romoir behind which were piled endless Belle family portraits 
and the plunder of the ages. This took hours to move and 
eventually we discovered that although the main wire had 
been disconnected, the two secondary ones were plugged into 
a socket, the latter h a ving somewhat fallen apart with 
the passage of time. I guess it ups Just plain 
luck that the hot instrument hadn t intensified its 
heat to the point of potential disaster. 

Before mail time, L fo'llowed my instincti to 
drop by the home of the artist. 1 know not if that was 
q good idea or not. Obviously she is anxious to have the 
murals finished and she was working cn the pictorial 
map, supposedly using the Melrose Plantation plte 
which it will more or less duplicate on a larger scale, — 
or so T thought. You can readily envision my surprise, there¬ 
fore when I discovered thatshe had already made some progress 
on the painting and, —and this is the surprise, ~she 
had painted Yucca along side the , St. Augustin Church of the 
Children of Strangers, —situated on the West bank of the river, 
thus bringing Cane River between Yucca and the African House, '■> 
are people, as for instance, little Miss Benhome, who 
h a s absolutely no sense of direction or how any places with whic 
they are familiar would look on a mptt map. The clerk is 
another who always insists that Cane River on the Land of 
Uncle Tom mat ought to be on the East and not on the West side 
of Red River. 1 take it our artist must be one of these. 

For all I know, primitive artists may be somewhat pr imitive 
in the matter of geography, too, but somehow l think 

of Robina as a primitive. 

- 

Carolyn telephoned from Baton Rou to** 3a V the State 
movie cameras would probably arrive on nine River to take 
the Farm to u arket Road film, —from here to Bermuda,, today, 
but,although they may hav come, 1 did not see them. She said 
she was going to spend the week end with her parents in Marshall 
a nd would try to stop off for a few shots at the paintings. Sht 
said the newly weds planned to g< t up this way Thursday or 
Friday. Isn t it odd they never use a telephone. Weli, so 
things rock Slong and again my gratitude for my happy day, than) 
to your letter. Bo hope Manahattan is cooling off a dab....... 






Memorandumt r r 

• * *- 

, • . , * • a- -*>•' . 

The murals are finished , thi3 81st day of July, and I'm 
wondering a hout when it was she took her first slap at 
the initial section, —J suppose a bout the second 
week in June. 


She came to see me at HI5 this noon. Crumbling 
College was scheduled to appear at In 30 but got here ahead 
of time. I told the carpenter and gardener awaiting 
instructions for the afternoon's stint to entertain the college 
while I went into a huddle with the artist. She gave every 
appearance of being exhausted and whated to finish the couple 
of touching up jobs that needed her sure touch so that she might 
forget murals for a long time. You know and I know that she 
will be tapping at my door a bout Saturday, wanting to do some 
murals. And so while Crambling waited, I sat with her as she 
g a ve the big house a fresh coat of paint, lightening it up wonderful 
in contrast to its appearance in the I.W.Si film. And when 
that had been achieved, I casually jockeyed her into 
the cotton choping section and asked her how she thought 
a white-ish line around the interior of the cabin, enclosing the 
wedding scene, would look. She liked the idea and proved her 
point that it would enhance the value of the wedding. 

Taking another tactk, I edged her over to the cotton picking 
<section a nd finally, after admiring it much, I asked her if she 
thought the horse, attached to the cotton wagon, —and originally 
painted the same redish coloring, would look if said horse 
were darker to contrast with the red wagon and the white 
cotton heaped therein. It was as though the idea were her own and 
lo'. the horse metamorphosed from red'to black in a jiffy. 

After a little further chat a hout the church in the same section, 
she somehow got the idea that there ought to be some black lines 
to indicate some steps and others to indicate a window as 
the extent of whiteness seemed excessive, and I went off to 
the (rrambling graduates and left the artist, happy as a clam, 
in spite of her exhuastion, and when I returned the 
job was finished. 




Thursday, JulffSlst, 1955. 


The carpenter and I accompanied her to her cabin where we 
picked up the pictorial map, comprising the final section. 

I gave her the fin a l Abraham Lincoln from Lyme and I suggested 
she get some rest. B^ck at the Ifrican House, I examined 
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the pictorial map. It is alright but proves that it is 
primitive in spite of the model of the plate which she wanted 
to emulate. You may recall that at the top of the Melrose 
Plantation plate there are crossed cotton stalks, to t he right 
and left of which are single pecanes. A little below a 
compass appears. Miss Hunter made the crossed cotton 
stalks alright a'nd to the left of them she placed the compass 
a nd further to the left of that, —and sort of off no where, she 
placed one lone, solitary pecane, Period, No pecane or an thing 
else ever got in at the right of the crossed cotton stalks, and 
so the thing will stand, forever a reminder of herindividuclity 
niid exhaustion • 


Friday, July 22nd, 19 55 


Memorandum 


Poor you . for the radio is talking n bout 96 

degree (temperatures in your neighborhood and usually those 
thermometers from which . the Weather Bureau takes its readings 
are located far above the street and so never record the 
temperature that human beings have to undergo • 

All during the past week or two, we have , been so firtunate 
in the coolness coming with the afternoon showers so that the 
72 degrees that usually followed the showers carried through 
the night tp make sleeping so pleasant, 

The enclosure from Robina doesn't give much news but 
I pass it along regardless, Apparantly that Briarwood number 
is really anxious to learn about the romance or at least 
how it had its inception, It seems a little odd she apparantly 
never dreamed that Melrose had anything to do a bout it, 

I was delighted when the artist came to see me today 
for she seemed greatly rested and thus was capable of enjoying 
the fruits of her labors, I made her sit down in a 
chair in the middle of the mural room and we sat and talked and 
laughed about the various little episodes connected with 
the doing of the work, I am hoping she may have sense enough 
to slow down for a week or so before she uiidetakes ai ything 
quite so extensile during the summer months at least, 

Zelma came to see me and I showed her the murals. 

She said she would like to do something by way of adding her 

contribution to the display, —demonstrating a certain 

nobility and breadth of mind, I thought, since she and 

la Hunter never hit it off to,o well together I had given 

Zelm a the key to the upper chamber and so she had had an 

opportunity to glance around a little while I was 

bidding goodbye to some pilgrims. When I joined her, she said she 

didn t have to go b a ck to the hospital until August 8th and 

she would have plenty of time to do some sewing for me, if I wished 


The enclosures speak for themselves, I think you will find 
the Crescent City one quite interesting, particularly in regard 
to the njewlu w^ds . —from whom, by the way, 1 have heard nothing 
more, I haven't seen the movie people, coming to record the 
Farm to Market road film and I haven't heard from any of the 
people connected with it, 

» 

I think you will find Mrs, M a hier's letter both 
original and sweet, Surely the stationary is extraoridnary, 

I was vaguely surprised that she recommended tltat I foresake 
Melrose in f a vor of .7 he Bluff, for somehow that note didn' + seem 
to jibe <,uite perfectly with the balance of her letter, Perhaps 
in spite of her wisdom, she feels that I must be lonesome 
at Yucca, So mahy people somehow get the impression that 
living at Yucca must be dreafully Cod fcresaken . Isn't it 
odd that such a n erroneous conception should obtain, 

'"We had another hot day, —hot add humid, until Q bout 
7o 'clock tonight when the blue skies became cloudy and gray and 
a dri 2 . le began that has been falling during the past three 
hou s steadily. We don 't a ctudL ly need the rain <but it will 
do no particular harm, especially as the dusti7ig was done at 
noon today, the air planes using a liquid dust instead of 
n dry one, —liquid dust must make odd reading, - and every 
Doll weevil that was going to get knocked out by that 


Another butterfly lily opened tonight and will he cnlosed 
herewith on the morrow. Celeste spid she thinks you are 
the finest person she ever knew, I agreed with her on 
that point, too ...,., 
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She said what she had in mind was to make a patchwork quilt 
for the little day bed in the mural room, with the patches 
being in the major colors appearing in the paintings, - reds, 
blues, greens yellows and so on. As in the billi, n examples from 
Lame forever coming my way, I am always so touched when the pure 
in heart rise Up to further a cause and I told Zelma that only 
the people I liked best were having a part in the African House 
doings and that 1 should be delighted to have a patch work 
quilt for the day bed. At present,. the bed has a white 
covering and a patch work one would be so much more in 
h a rmony with the entire room. The bed stands a Qainst the bannister, 
portion of which shows in both the picture taken by I,S,W,, 
showing tye Yucca pannel and also the one showing the place 
where the Lyme endowed clothes line panorama was latter to be 
placedarolyn telephoned from Alexandria, saying pow-wows with 
the movie people in Baton Rouge had knocked her plans out 
and might she stop here on her way to Marshall to spend 
the S a bb a th urith he ^ parents. She might. 

One of the production managers in the movie company 
doing the work for the State was a n underground operator 
in Denmark during the war, and, as might be expected, 
did not shelve his ethics of the underground when peace returned. 

This must present a problem for those associated with him. 

Speaking of the Hew Orleans evening Carolyn remarked that 
things somehow took on a shame-faced atmospher when the 
newlyweds invited her to dine out with them a*& the bride 
took care of the check. That seems to me so very b a d, it 
is difficult to imagine Kaycounten a ncing a n y Vaguest 
suggestion that she might be handling the pocketbook ex¬ 
clusively, Surely those two have much to learn and let us hope 
.they learn it before it's too late, 

Carolyn thought it would be a good idea to 
photograph the local murals after the molding had been 
put in place, which seems to me a good idea since the white 
lines will undoubtedly give greater strength to the 
colors in the pictures, I w a s interested in learning that 
the script for the mural story was ready for holiday, for 1 am 
in favor of h a ving a ll such data on ice, as it were, when the a utumi i< 
season gets wider way in the magazine world, The newspaper stories 
c n, of course, be started on their way in august. 

And so things turn as a nether week end begins a nd 
m^y it be an ever os quiet a time in Lyme,,,,,, 


Sunday, July 24th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : ; 

How nice to find your Wednesday letter in Saturday 1 s post. 

It was so good to catch a glimpse of what was cooking and 1 am holdi 
the thought that the little outing in the country for the birthday 
party turned out ever so nicely and that good food and a measure of 
fresh ozone all got.mixed up together in such a setting. 

And may I thank you for the clipping showing the ancient 
oil of olive jar which appears, from the caption, to have been 
in use for centuries before their brethern found their way to this 
bend of the river, I shall glance at the local ones with even more 
interest each time I pass their way hence forth, 

• 

I fiddled for Eadiman on Wednesday night but somehow never 
could catch up with him, much to my regret, for I should have 
loved to hear what he and his guests, especially Miss Emerson, had 
ro say on the subject up for discusiion, 

I am writing WHO, Des Moines, to ask if the i will not 
broadcast the program after 10:30 at night, as they frequently 
do other interesting broadcasts on the National system, 

I think perhaps they will .and it will be so nice to have the partici 
you sent when writing to them regarding the program, 

. Carolyn passed this way en route to Marshall, stopping off to 
leave a little ebony carving .for the African House , She 
paid she hoped to pass this way either late tonight or early in 
the morning, en route to New Orleans, with a view to taking a 
picture in color of Clemence figuring out a problem on the 
bare slabs of the African House, showing one of the painted 
p a nels in the background, As I am expecting a flock of carpenters 
to get the things permanently installed with tomorrow '3 dawn, this 
will be her last opportunity to snap a picture of the slabs without 
the covering panels and so I suppose she will make it. 

She says she will be bogged down in New Orleans for 2 or 3 weeks 
a nd 30 will be unable to get the pictures in color, after their 
final installation until mid August, with the varnishing taken care 
the moldings in place and 90 on. This will be a mple time for the me 
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•f course, and the black and white stuff can go to the newspapers 
any old'time. Prob a bly Holiday or Look would use a five rather 
than a nine combination of illustrations for reproductions, —in an 
mis would mean that the pictorial map, obviously the keystone to 
te thing, would have te appear as an overall of the plantation 
activities, and then the two panels in each of the four corners 
would appear as a single picture, —thus making five reproductions. 
For the newspapers, probably different p blications could be 
supplied with single sections, —half of each ordder, which, if 
photographed thus in plack and white, would require 9 shots. 

Saturday was a wonderfully quiet day in these parts and 
I was quite alone from 10 a.m. until 5:25 when the first set 
of pilgrims for the day put in an appearance. I was less 
lucky today, however, as the weather was fine and traffic in 
road runners heavy. I had appointments with some Milwaukee million 
friends of theR. B. Williamses, and another appointment with the 
Dean of Women at northwestern, —Miss Winters and guests, and 
on top of these a flock of people, some of whom I saw and some whom 
I did not. I was delighted to see Ora was able to make it with 
her isconsin guests. She brought me some pe a ch pie which I sampl 
tonight after returning from across the fence from supper and it wa 
good. Ora al 30 wanted to le a ve an envelope as a contribution 
toward the murals. On opening it later, I discovered it to 
be a bank note containing the likeness of Mr. A. Hamilton • 

This will come, in handy in purchasing boards of the proper size 
for the artist to reproduce some of her murals on, with a view 
to heir eventual sale by primitive enthusiasts on quitting the 
African House , —if any • 

I was getting into a mood to do a dab of reading aling 
bout 6:30 when Dr. Rand appeared, bearing a pie. 'This must 
, ?i a ve been my pie day. I asked him about the identity of 
Mrs. Truax who wrote the article a bout the irses you clipped for 
me from the Hew ork Times. He said it was indeed the same lady wh 

h a d operated the Hew Orleans magazine. She married shortly after 

that publication suspended 

• 

Pat did not apper at dinner today. Celeste said his step¬ 
father had telephoned from Houston last night, saying that Pat 
h a d better come over to see a boift puttingHugenia in an f 

institution for alcholics. Isn t it a pity the tailspin Pat s 

mother seems to have maintained so steadily downward during the 

1 past 10 or 25 years. — More butterly lilic3 are blowing and 
it is so nice being G bj« to enclose one every now and then...... 


Monday, July £5th, 2955, 


Memorandum : 


The enclosure from Nodding Carter is the thing , 


Frankly, I was astonished that the great Carter should be 
writing to offer hrerr services in aomg an article on the African 
House mural8 • 

i f 

I shall write him later tonight, expressing my appreciation but 
declining on grounds that magazine arrangements were made prior 
to receipt of his response, and asking if he would care to 
h a ve the Greenville paper run a story with illustrations, both 
to be supplied from Melrose. 

I have no doubt the Carter name would carry great 
weight with the Ediotrs of the magazines he mentions but the 
article which has already been prepared is pretty good, 2 think, and 
I see no reason why, .except for publicity purposes, the Reverend Carter 
should be handed the recompense that would be his, —just like 
that. ut it is gratifying, nevertheless, that he has expressed 
his desire to do the story. Obviously there is a story to 
be told and if the magazines can't pullish it without 
the Carter signature, than I shall rest content to 
let what publicity may come to the paintings by the daily press. 

• 

Carolyn came in late last night. She had in mind taking 
some color pictures .of Clemence both in the African House and 
outside where a great spray of purple crepe myrtle projected from 
the greenery of the hedge so that Clemence in colorful attire, could 
stand beneath it and one could glimpse the blue doors and pink 
walls of the African House in the background. I recommended that 
black and white pictures be taken, too, both of the individual 
Panels inside and the general aspect of things outside, for 
there were huge white clouds against an intense blue and 
I thought that while the former was. excellent for the magazines, 
the latter would be equally good for the newspapers. She worked 
„11 morning with Clemence, knocking off a little after ten o'clock 
to run into town te get a shot of the river front, clouds included, 
and a picture of the Lemme house for which picture cards will be made • 
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Tuesday, July 26th, 19 55 


She departed a fter dinner, heading for Hew Orleans via 
Lafayette and, Baton Rouge, The pictures will be processed 
promptly for the neiospapers and the final color shots taken in the 
African House when the frames are all in order, I was happy 
to find d workmen on my doorstep at 5 this morning but it turned 
out that the carpenters were alright but Jjgabou was drunk and 
a s he is best at varnishing when not drunk, I set the carpenters 
to putting in window panes and doing general l a bor and Fugabou went 
home at noon, I am hoping sobrity m a y h a ve caught up w ith him 
befQVt.another dawn, 

I had hoped to catch the noon news when I came from dinner, bw 
the artist was here, asking for some medicinal plants she had seen > 
in the wood lot. She had many things to tell me a bout her happy 
a dventures of yesterd a y and before she left. Pilgrims cane. They w> 
followed by more and so the evening or afternoon ran out and I 
was glad when dusk settled over Cane River, 

At 3 o'clock while busy with flilgriris , a telephone call came 
through from Western Union, I den t recall the precise wording but 
it ran something like this : 


a nd I. don't seem to mind that at all. It is wonderful, even as 
in human temperatures, how the difference of just a few degrees will 
make for so much difference in comfort, forilast year when 
the thermometer ran over 1 00 degrees •for something like 40 days 
in a straight row, it really seemed ever so much hotter although 
the humidity was not so great as at present. But the skies have 
been marvelously cobalt of late, with huge old puffs of cotton like 
clouds that suggest mountains of snow and their cool white against 
an equally cool blue seems to produce some pleasant psychological 
effect, 

he workment appeared again this morning, --and extra one amon, 
them and Fug n bou still half drunk, ut if I wait for him to get 
scbbered up a little, the African House will never get finished and 
so I put all of the men to work and what kind of varnishing 
a half drunken field hand does, I wouldn't be sure, for I tried not 
to look too closely at the results of his handiwork, Dut somehow 
the day's stint got finished jjnd the moldings are up and 
Painted another coat of white, and the whole business looks mighty 
pretty 

• 

The expert carp.ent.ers are putting up some real estate signs for 
some group in which Dan is a member, advertising Pecane Park in the 
suburbs of Natchitoches and so the local ^^penters got through as 
best they could and I am satisfied, 

If they return at dawning the morrow, I shall set them to 
work, using some old lumber to make one window shelf e a ch for the 
four windows, his will have a dual advantage since it will tend 
to cut some of the intense indirect glare of the sun, reflected up 
from the greensward into t he shadow of the pr+jeoting roof 
of the buildings, and, secondly, on each shelf I shall have 


Statesboro, Georgia, 

Unexpectedly called b a ck to The Bluff • Please address mail there 


oanes, , 

* 

Well, at least that lets out the necessity of a Hatches visit 
to the family for July, With the finishing touches being put on things 
at the African House, I am not sorry the newly weds are not passing this 
a t the moment, I'm wondering why they had to w a it until they got into 
the State of Georgia before wiring me, I never saw people with so much 
money so disinclined to use a telephone, 

There's such a pretty new moon haning over the Montrose Hills and 1 
the sun dial that I feel inclined after doing the mail to fortify myself 
with a t a ll lovely glass of Tender Leaf and relaxat to C a bellero's 
Strauss Waltzes 

Did I mention I had 1 arned from Dr.Rand that Miss Brandly had 
indeed become Mrs, Truax, —I believe I did • 

I saw Pat at breakfast and he. seemed much as usual and naturally 
I didn't mention Houston, although I did want to ask if he saw the brief 
mention or rather the short article in the Houston Chronicle of yesterdal 
concerning the local artist. Well, so things turn, and i)ow,to the mail, 
after that to the telepathy department beside St, Giggin s,,,,,. 
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bid earth pot placed, slap in the middle of each window, 
rach pot being planted with a big gob of Giant's Beard, —you 
recall that grass which forms the borders for so many pathways 
about the gardens. This will give a touch of life and gYeenery 
without introducing too much color to distract the eye from the 
g a iety of the mural3 stretching to right and left of each 
window. And as Giant's beard, —I enclose a sample , remains green 
the year 'round a nd remains jaunty if given half a chance, I 
think it will add a pleasant note to a room already gay enough. 

When I went to the big house this morning, the cook called 
my attention to Carolyn's suitcase which she had left here. She 
h a d such a pile of photographic stuff to be loaded into her 
car that after she had squeezed in the last of that stuff, she must 
have forgotten anything else which probably was a must, nevertheless 
I got the thing boxed and sent off by parcel post to /lew Orleans in : 
morning post as 1 suppose it will be a couple or three weeks before 
she gets b a ck this way. 

This morning I got off 0 ?i air mail to the newly weds, asking 
them to advise me at their convenience as to the status of la 
Storm's health for the more I think of their telegram, the more I 
wonder if it was perhaps her health that impelled them to 
cut 3hort their Louisiana visit, 

I caught up with a couple of re-broadcasts of the 
Presidential remarks following his return from Geneva and enjoyed 
listening to him. Oddly enough Mr. Eisenhower somehow creates the 
impression for me that there is very slight, if any, relationship 
with his C a binet members, none of whom appear to me to enjoy much 
public popularity or enthusiasm • Even though he always seems 
to support them pretty loyally, there is some manner in which 
he succeeds in remaining inbut remote a ssociatio7i 
with them a >id their several policies, in spite of his endorsement 
of all t heirworks • This somehow seems unusual for in both the 
cases of Messrs Roosevelt and Truman, I, for one, always 
somehow thought t^^some sympathetic strain as existing between 
the President anittbhs individual C a binet member to such a 
point a s to makeBhem seejn part and parcel of the whole 
official family Executive branch whereof /the ult a 


Wednes ay, July 27th, 19 55. 


^ -- " 9 —9 V * -- O 

some sympathetic strain as existing between 
■he individual C a binet member to such a 
em seejn, part and parcel of the whole 
the Executive branch whereof /the ult a 


conservatives in .the Eisenhower C a binet never seem-4* ~be 
part and parcel' of the President in spite of his support of 
them. I must try and diagnose this impression a little for 
my own satisfaction. And now to the mail and thence to 


Memorandum : 

The enclosed clipping is from the Houston Chronicle 
of July 24th, 1955, being Sunday? and I mention this as 
I am not certain if the date line appears on the clipping. 

t. ■ ’ 

The reproductions seem to be clear, as newspaper clippings 
go. but the article itself is so boiled down and mangled 
that I feel quite certain it3 a uthor would scarcely 
recognize it, Ihe author, by the way, feels that 
the lateness in this publication would suggest that 
the Chronicle would scarcely buy a story about the same lady 
but I feel that if the paper takes months to get a round 
to publish anything, one might assume that it would 
be mid winter before they got around to print a story that 
other papers would have set forth in August. Besides, I feel that 
the new story could be slanted at the African House murals, as 
a thing, rather than the personality of the painter, 

„nd thus have a pretty good chance of getting into 
Houston print eventually » Besides, there are other 
Ho ston papers, although the Chronicle is the best # 

» 

Our day was a reasonable facsimile of yesterday, up until 
4 p.m,, with much blue sky, big puffy, white clouds and 
the thermometer at 97. Then came a local storm with gusts of 
wind of hurricane proportions, breaking limbs from trees and 
generally flattening vegetation, most of which will 
regain an upright position during the night, 1 suppose. Three 
quarters of an inch of rain fell here bhut Natchitoches 
never got a drop. «. 

• 

This morning I got the African House pretty well rigged up 
a nd it looks quite pretty now. I planted Giant's Beard in 


dreamland 
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Thursday, July 28th, 19 55 


four big earthen jars and stood one each on the window ledges 
the carpenters made for me, I had all the benches removed 
and the grass rug taken out so that the wooden floor could be 
mopped first with soap suds and then a couple of other goings-over 
with clear warm water A couple of statuettes, such 
q s the wine bottles, painted and designed to look like 
the Virgin Mary, --what o idea for wine bottles, which Blythe 
h d given me a while back, following one of her trips to Mexico, 
a hd these with o few other rather crude things in metal, resting 
on the gray shelf just below the murals, produced quite 
a pleasant effect . 

The artist came to see me in the afternoon, just 
before the storm, She seemed to like the appearance of the 
room housing her pictures, She said Jack Rogers, the 
Alexandria visitor of yesterday, had s topped by her house 
yesterday and told her he hoped the Hejirys had 

p n id her at least a thousand dollars for her work,, all of which 
joes to show that Mr, Rogers has never taken the economic 
pulse of the Henrys, 

I 

I was perfectly delighted this afternoon when going to the stor 
on stumbling over a big, beautifully yellowed pumpkin which 
J, H. said, weight 57 and a half pounds, I told him 
it would look so pretty in front of one of the blue doors 
of the African House, 'Jhen and there he said he would send it 
over to me in the morning, 

a 

Alton Johnson came to see me this afternoon, He says 
he is leaving for Detroit on Saturday to attend the tour of 
the General Motors plants, a s did the winners, of last year's 
State and Regional prises, th.is trip being Alton's second or third. 
He said that on Saturday night, General Motors gives a dinner 
for a ll State and Region a l prise winners at which time the 
first rate winner is named for the nation, Naturally he goes 
with hopes. He isn't sure if he will return to Melrose 
or not, before going to Los Angele,s in anticipation of entering 
the University there, I suppose his decision will depend 
in part upon the chance that he might be named national 
champion car designer, I am so glad to know he is going to 
be in hos Angeles for that will en a ble me to put a bee in 
Irma's and Farley's bonnets and I'm sure they will be delighted to 
h a ve the youth out to North Hollywood for dinners, etc,, which 
will, I a m sure, afford pleasure both for guest and the host and 
hostess. So things turn and so I must turn to the 
mail and thence to the finishing of Cohen's B, Franklin,,,,, 


Memo rand urn 


Another day, much after the pattern of Wednesday, but without 
showers, although surrounding neighborhoods got enough to 
spread a coolness of the upper 80's, in contrast to the upper 
90's obtaining all about. And so, with the humidity in tfge upper 
90's, Melrose and Manhattan are as one in the matter of mid¬ 
summer weather. 


The enclosure from Dora speaks for itself, I am 
so glad to know that it was Farley's presence at The Bluff 
ynd not any indisposition on la Storm's part that called for 
the sudden flight to South Carolina on the part of the newly weds 
following their house hunting efforts, so successfully concluded, 
in the Crescent City, 

• 

I wonder if Dora realizes that $he lady he mentions as 
owner of the apartment is a sister of Mrs, Hodding Carter, Perhaps 
yes, perhaps no. As both ladies were »urline sisters, I 
understand there are millions in the parental till and I shall 
be keeping this fact in mind when I read "Where Main Street Meets 
the River" in the opening chapters of which, I am told, Mr, Carter 
mentions the straightened circumstances in which he and his wife 
began their newspaper enterprises, I could be wrong, but it has 
always seemed to m$ that any young couple being pinckhed by 
poverty, must feel the squeeze much less than a. parallel couple 
one of the parties of which may h a ve a father and mother possessed 
of thumping bank acc ounts, Surely there must be quite a pyycholo, 

difference between a couple floundering through a Sarah, confronted 
amt by nothing save endless burning sands, as opposed to the coup, 
covering the same desert, mindful that in the event of ultimate 
disaster, a verdant oasis is known to exist and may be turned to 
in cn ultimate extremity, 

I had to giggle in my beard at supper tonight at J, H,'s 
latest manifestation of the tendency on^his part, inherited from h 
mama, of following up one gesture in a given direction by another, 
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Friday, July 29th, 2955. 


the first one has already filled the bill* I may have mentioned 
thatl had cast eyes of yearning at a beautiful big yellow 
pumpkin I stumbled ever in the store d a y before yesterday and how 
J, H», overhearing my exclamation as to its beauty, , sent it 
along in a wheel barrow to me a few hours later, the pumkin 
re preaching proportions sympathetic to Cinderella s gold 
coach, as said vegetable weighs 5 7 pounds. 2 placed it in front 
of one of the blue doors of the African House when it give these 
appearance, when viewed from as far as the big house, as being somethi 
a kin to the rising moon. And 1 was delighted with this great golden g 
a nd had dismissed the whole thing from my mind when at supper 
tonight., J. H. remarked : 

"Ah, by the w a y, yu said something about wanting another f 

big pumpkin . I think I know where I can get one for you....I 11 

send it over to you tomorrow ." 

,4s for my respoudse, 1 merely remarked that I didn t want 
to seem insati a ble but that a second pumpkin of like jgirth 
would hold down the other blue door very prettily. For once 
J, H. and his mama, jointly or singely, evergot a notion that 
if a little was good and a let was butter, there was never any 
hope of staving off their impulse to round up more of the same 
commodity, regardless of its nature. 

And so.at tomorrow's dawning, 1 suppose 1 may expect another 
golden moon to be brought forth in a wheel barrow, and 
this will only further the conversation which seems to have 
started the whole plantation talking, —all about Lestan and the 
pumpkin. The clerk who has little time for anything other than what 
staples the plantation produces, can't understand what I want of the 
pumpkin to start with and besides it will rot down in a week or 
so. The overseer who likes pumpkins in the field and slightly 
inclines in my direction because he sus ects I like pumpkins 
as he does, even though not in.the field, points out that I kept one 
xa hanging on the Yucca gallery for six month? last season. 

Then the colored folks who love to talk e.idles3 a bout a nything 
of a speculative nature on the vegetable level, speculate as to 
.how Lestan will le able to preserve ittact, —some by saying he will 
probably wax it, other by guessing that he "will take out 
its guts a nd fill the shell with sand" and others who opine 
that "some folks have green thumbs and some has hands for 
the pretty and he'll prob bly jus' make it last natural".... 

nd so all the talk qbout the pumpkin goes on, with everybody probabli 
h ving a lot of fun, killing time with this topic since it 
i%n't quite time yet for "so-sahOshun and the religious manifestatioi 

of late summer which will supply most of the conversation a 
couple of weeks hence when the pumpkin matter will have gorwn a bit 

thread bare. 


Memorandum : 

Another week come and gone, another week-end unfolding. 

May it present, a suggestion of repose for little Miss Lee, after 
such a stifling week in the environs of Lyme. 

Today, ten days after the initial butterfly lily unfolded, 
three big old stalks of the Orinoco variety unburdened themselves 
of. their huge 9 red leathery blossoms q,ixd the anana crop may 
be said to be under way. I had half supposed that the havoc wrought 
by the March 27th freeze, might obvi a te any hopes fora 2955 crop, 
but it would appear that 2955 is coming through on that level, 
even as it did on others. I a m always twice glad for a crop because 
m a ny a soul will be passing this w a y between now and November who someho 
nave never seen bananas of the giant variety either in flower or in 
fruit and they always seem to interested. And then, too, there 
is always the pleasure I expert""re in November, uhen the cr*n 
is harvested, of hailing some of the bunches in the hapel as 
bfaandelieres, —they look so pretty in that setting. 

<, T bad no pilgrims today, marvelous to relate, --at least 
none whom T saw although a servant told me there were some* 

But I did see lythe and Mrs. Gordon Stafford along a bout 4 
o clock. Blythe said that King had talked of nothing but the 
murals since Sunday and that she had come at his pushing to see 
for herself. Well, she had a look on her own hook and obviously 
she found the business rather more remarkable than she had 
supposed She ended up by saying that while it was perfectly' 
ture that I was often a bag, still she had to admit that in the 
present instance, at least, I had turned a good trick.. I do think 
she was entertained by what she .had to see but I must su.y I think 


Doreatha and Maxine, —Doreatha, the cook, and Ezra's wife while 
Maxine you may remember as Log's wife. They passed this way thii 


mornin 


to get some tomatoes to fry from the Yucca, vines, —getting not frying ti 
from the vines and I let them have a look at the upper room. Maxine 
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must be about 8 months and 89 days in pegnency but 3he made the 
3 tairs alright and I helped her with her little two year old boy. 

Well, Boreatha a n d Maxine apparantly hadn't had so much fun in years 
a s they e xamined the several sections, discovering in e a ch 
variety of personalities they readily r ecognized, and withal 
laughing and hollering with unrestrained glee. I had to laugh 
at their genuine merriment and I figured Maxine in particular 
could stand all the entertainment she could round up these days, 

r J. „ - ' l 

A note in today's post from Madam Mahiers which I shall enclose. 

She such a nice person, I like to try keeping up with her, 

I}er trip to Matches is to visit her daughter, Frances Mahiers Brandon, of\ 

course, I hope they all handle the -.Pipes business adroitly but 

I'm not at bit concerned how they actually do manage it for I must 

say Bora hasn't done much by way of•cooperating with me as to 

expressing his wishes as to what, if anything, I am to say 

when his ancient friends and kinsmen appeal to me for news as to 

what in the world has happened to him, if he be dead or alive, etc,, etc • 

I am stiil pus 2 led that he didn't include his sister, Madam Mahier, 

her daughters, the Harnesses and so on in the list of those to receive 

wedding,announcements, 

And speaking of the newly weds, their new apartment, a s I understand 
at 630 St, Anne, is just around one corner or & ether from 684 Pirates 
Alley a nd it is my understanding that the bride is leaning he a vily on 
her neighbor to keep the neighborhood spirit bubbling during the 
ensuing season, 

» 

4nd now that Bora has taken up both the still and the movie camera, 
perhaps he and his neighbor can compare notes on the 

aspects of that Art a nd the wife can keep the home fires in the Wurline 
a partT\ej\t burning to the general satisfaction of all concerned and 
particularly herself, I hope, 

1 1 

4 c 

I have no plans for the week end and so assume, as usually happens u 
such circumstances, that I shall be fairly busy. We had no rain today an 
that may make for free wheeling in behalf of road runners . Well, so 
be it. And may there be showers, if showers^there must be, during 
the pilgrimage hours to afford me a week end of comparative repose . 
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Sunday, July 3 1st, 2955« 


Memorandum : 

\ .. , .•> t , 

% . • - . . - - 

Gently I gasp> as I write the date line and realize 
for the 81st time today in so doing, that July is about all 
wttapped up and August is a bout to make her bow. Somehow it seems but 
yesterday. was the last of March and birthday time, I 
shudaer at the thought of how Time must whiz for those approaching 
the 1 00 mark, 

2fie most unpleasant episode of the week end was the murder of 
my little white duck by a big old black dog, I be-labored the 
murderer with a hoe. when I came up on him suddenly, just after 
I had heard the duck sqwak He dropped the victim but the 
poor thing expired forthwith. And so I placed him beneath 
a banana pl a ut and went to the end of the gallery to get a 
spade to prepare a grave. Picture my astonishment when turning 
b a ck, I discovered that the woff had dashed b a ck and grabbed 
the remains and raced off. There are so many stray dogs in the 
neighborhood and so few of them well fed but at least one of them 
ought to sleep on a full stomach tonight. 

My pilgrims were limited this week end, thanks, in part, 

I suppose, to torrential rains all about us on Saturday which never 
did reach us, save for a little sprinkle. Tyler, Texas and 
Mew Orleans made it this afternoon but their presence in both 
instances was more for time killing than anything else. 

Saturday's post brought a large gift package from 27*e 
Bluff, sent by Bora. The contents iipressed ie as to 
their quality, ——a flocksof white shirts, scads o/ 
h a nkies (white), some elegant dress socks of silk, some 
striking hand painted neckties and, of all things, a box of cigars. 

4s for the latter, 1 know Clemence can use them, and although 
I know\phe is ljjing when she tells , me she smokes them, still they 
provide h£ r jg ith even more pleasure than if 3 he did, for actually 
it is her "timjper" who finishes them off, therebye saving her seasick 
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p.s. 

today's post ran an hour ahead of schedule, - hence the 
presence of both Sunday and Monday nemos in the same out¬ 
going post. 


Monday, August 1st, 19 55 


a measure of pleasure to boot, since what pleases him gives her 
great delight, I am sure, 

At supper 1 had to go through one of Celeste's periodic 
'its because a couple of pilgrims tapped at her door during the 
0 fternoon, The people were charming and as they have 
lived in Matches during the past 9 years, they could bring 
me up to date on a flock of points . Perhaps the most striking 
thinq they had to tell was that during the past twelth mo nth. 

Roan has had the Ferriday Byrnes mansion living room embellished 
by a photographic mu al of the Matches trace. This, apparently, 
is a bio year for murals, I must write the lady and ask her for 
a photograph of the item. The people are returning this way 
later in the season and I shall get some additional points 
about this decoration, 

• 

I learned that my old friend 
Presbyterian minister in Marches 
South Carolina, I admired the man 
qi y Church and so far as I know, 
so common 
write a 

On the political front, I view ttie p 
case with fascinatnon, Z‘ 
how stupid smart business 
for Talbot w a s ce) ' 

private business on offic — — . - -- 

should say the President could easily round up 8 million votes 
in his next or for his next campaign by expressing horror at 
the goings-on and relieving Talbot of his post with a letter 
filled with platitudes about the necessity of Cabinet officers 
being above suspicion regarding their business operations, which 
sounds funny enough with the whole Cabinet packed with millionaires, 
but it would, be good political dope. Perhaps he will not need 8 
million extra votes but if he doesn't do anything more than 
"study" the Senate report on the matter in question, he can 
probably win any way but with a les3 imposing majority. However 
he acts, if at all, i'll bet dollars to doughn^U he could bat 
‘ Talbot for having been as 3 tupid with!'his ujp of stationary 
s Wilson is.with his talk about dogs wfyic'h, among other things 
cost Ferguson his Senate seat in the lasz election. But 
I'n •// th c track and I must make tracks fit my downy couch . 


Memorandum ; 

How nice to find the B 0 tanical Garden message in today's 
pest and how kind of you to stop everything to give me 
a glance at what is stirring, I pray you to make use of 
such messages from time to time for they reassure me 
as to your activities and make neat little sub-structures 
for the bridge of regular correspondence when circumstances are 
more favorable, 

It is cloudy here tonight, with the radio promising 
us increased bree 2 es up to 85 miles per hour during the night 
when rains from the hurricane, Brenda, will begin reaching us 
around midnight and continuethroughout tomorrow unless 
said Brenda changes her course and moves violently in an easterly 
direction. 


, Stewart Henry, the former 
has gone to a post in 
as being an ornament to 
he never had but one failing, 
in the Matches country, —he simply couldn't 
letter, 

r " present Talbot 

It demonstrates for the millionth time 
i men can be in political matters, 
rtdainlyincredi bly short sighted to try to dr 

stationary, Off hand I 


Carolyn telephoned tonight from Mew Orleans to say 
that the exterior pictures of the African House, taken last 
week, turned out perfectly but the interiors were a fis2le, 

I may have mentioned that one of the exteriors •had Clemence in the 

crepe myrtles cutting 
in the back ground, 
of white clouds, s, and you 


foreground with a couple of sprays of purple 
across the picture, the African House 
Toss in a deep blue sky and a couple 
-lay readily imagine the effect, 

j . ' > 1/ Vj v, vl » J r ' f t <4 fi kj %> » v 

Carolyn also reported spending two hours with Farley at 
the a ir po.rt, when he changed planes, en route from Mew 
Hork to Los Angeles, via he luff and Mew Orleans, She said 
he looks wonderful, i3 delighted with his brother-in-law, 
a nd plans to get going on the Marie Therese volume early 
this coming year, after he has finished some script writing 
in Manhattan during the autumn. It appears that he returns 
to Los Angeles for a brief pause, after which he and Irma wil 
drive East, perhaps within the month, stopping off at 
Melrose and Mew Orleans, and thence on to the Bluff where 
Irma will spend the wi.nter with la Storm, and Farley will fly 
down to be with them from Manhattan, during the week ends, 
t all sounds so hurly-burly but I guess they like it. 
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uesday, Augusut 2nd, 19 55 


It is abusing to report, according to the telephone conver¬ 
sation, that the man handling the publicity for former d-cvern^. 
Long during his last administration, has already approached 
the present author of the (Governor Kennon movie scripts 
with an offer to do some elaboratefilms for the next Long 
a dmini strati on , From that it would appear that tfte writer of 
said scripts ought to land on her feet which ever way the 
election goes, and everyone seems to think that Long will be re- 
electS&t dawn’s early light today brought a carpenter and a 
gardener with plenty of piddling for each of them, I had 
the carpenter put in more window panes, rig up some odds and 
ends in the African House, put some shelves across the window 
here by my desk to hold figurines and pretty glass and 
replace some^-of the heavy shelving below surface level in 
that little old white hot house, hard by the side gate, some 
of the former shelves having gone into a great decline with the 
Passage of the years and the presence of so much humidity 
always present there, I re-arranged .a flock of empty earthen 
pots on the shelves and in big pots planted some seeds of 
the JiuLU ^Buoar Gourd , April, not August, is the time for gourd 
planting in Louisiana but I figure that in such a humid place. 


Memorandum 


Such a strange night and day, last past, what with the full 
moon, in spite of the clouds, making the Qight seem like 
dawn, and^day, with an endless drizzle, but withal cool, making 
August seem like April, As for the planters, they say this is 
ideal for the boll weevils birth rate but for me it is 
wflnderfully pleasant, what with pilgrims drowned out and vegetation 
responding to the moisture, so unique in mid summer, 

I intended reporting ajs of Sunday last past that I had heard 
my first serenade of the Seven Year Locusts, fiddling for dear life on 
their oldest and best of violins, making a Cremona look and sound 
like a nickle in comparison, -—or contrast, 

Brenda, the current hurricane, crept in without any fanfare 
of high winds and -only the thunder of the rain on the broad, 
flat leaves of the Orinuoco banana laves to announce her advent, as 
reported in yesterday's memo. It's the mildest hurricane I 
can remember, what with no high winds accompanying the down pour. 

The same postman who was an hour early on Monday morning was 
at least one hour late on his go-routid today. This wasn't because 
of Brenda but merely because the Welfare and• Old jige pension checks 
gummmed up the mails today, requiring a stop at almost every 
mail box and therefore slowing down delivery to a snails pace. 

According to tonight's weather report, Hew York and Jouth Dakota 
~re sweltering under a blast of about 1 00 degrees while the 
thermometer never got above 78 here today and tonight is of course 
lowerlhe grapevine reported a high old time in town yesterday when 
Dan had four workmen from here come to do some painting 
inside his house, Dan was well fortified, it is said, and 
Fug a bou with whom I had to contend last week on the 
rjuestiov of druixkness, was said to have continued that condition 
throughout the week end so that when he got down to work in town, 
paint went flying in every direction on w a lls, furniture and floors, 
and doubly provoking his employerso efinitely in the 3ame state, 

I have heard it saidwhiskey doesn't mix well with g a soline and I 
gather the same may be said about paint. 


a building, Thus the gourds will provide curtains of greenery 
throughout the winter in this sheltered nook and for all I 
know, a few big gourds may develope and flourish from vines 
clinging to the .ceiling which ought to give^a pleasantly 
tropical impression along about January or February, In 
passing I might remark that the 65 foot gourd of God, stretching 
along the front of the Yucca gallery, has now turned the 
corner on the end nearest the African House and will shortly 
extend along the entire east end of the % house as well 
a s across the front, 

t ■ 

At this moment, the sound of rain on the banana leaves reach 
me, proclaiming that the fringe of Brenda'saquatic draperies 
have reached this bend of the river. But the breeze is 
cooler, if damper, a nd .what with a be-loved tall glass, 
charged with ender Leaf, I'm going to enjoy a moment's 
relaxation before calling it a day « made the happier by 







. 
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Today's post included a couple of air mails from The 
Bluff a nd • from the William Hugheses, —the latter a 
long time in coming, it would seem, Bui the s everal items 
remain in the armoir as the r a in must have washed all the 
secretaries down the drain, 

I don't seem to have much by w a y of reading material to hand 
but that will en a ble me to dip into "Seven Years in Tibet" by 
some gentleman whose sat name, as pronouiiced, sounds like 
Heinrich Horror which, perhaps mill give a touch of the 
dreadful aspects of mountain trails in that remote situation, 
recalling the Lowell Thomas opus on the same subject, 

I welcomed today's opportunity to piddle about, as it 

a ffords me an opportunity to catch my breath following the recent 

weeks of physical activity, 

i 

I liked the Charles Collingwood summation of this 
year's session of Congress tonight and I thought the 
way he handled the matter of the difference in salaries paid 
the Chaplain of the Senate as opposed to that of the House 
dsitinctly on the hilarious side, —the Senate chaplain 
being voted a salary of five thous a nd, the House chaplain 
seven thousdand four hundred dollars, it being explained that 
the House chaplain should receive more money because he has 
to pray for over four hundred members whereas the Senate 
"haplain has only 96 to worry Cod about, 

». - ' f o • i r « • o 

J, H. came over along a bout 7:SO, sheltered by a 
Parasol, Tuesday night is gambling night and I gather 
there must be some strain as between Melrose and Alexandria 
since the purpose of hi3 visit was to a sk me to remove my 
telephone receiver about 8 o'clock, 

. . >X; it . L "V! • " k. 1 { f 

As he had seen but two of the 9 mural sections, 

I thought the opportunity good to get him into the African 
House and did, He looked over the individual pictures with 

f reater care than I ever saw him do with anything but 
ists of figures a Jld be summed up his impressions by saying 
he thought the artist had done a.real good job • 

He will never know that we have helped Clemence financially along 
the way and I’m hoping he will make her a present of a 
substantial check,,,,,,, 


Wednesday , August 3rd, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

» • 

The rains stopped this noon, — I hope, —after 
six and one half inches had fallen, so you may see readily 
enought that it was time for a slight change, ut the 
change at best was but a promise, since the cloud coverage 
continues a s before, but my guess is that old Brenda is about 
played out, 

• 

I thought I had got around to explored yesterday's 
post today but didn't really get too far, I couldn't 
get anywhere with Kay's handwritten letter which will have 
to be taken up later when a more experienced eye at such matters 
p a sses this way• As for Dora , I didn't get to in until after 
reading the one from the Hughes family and an interruption 
cut me off from finishing Dor a 's, he most impressive 
thing 1 encountered in the section I did digest was the slip 
from Katheleen to Kay when referring to the wife, which seems 
new, L a Storm comes in for her usual place of praise from 
Dora's pen, It seems they are casting a bout to find someone 
to occupy permanently the guest house and to serve as general 
over-sser of the estate, net so much, 1 take it from the 
point of doing anything but merely by being present, Dora 
says that "Aunt Willie had .an opportunity to sell it but declined 
a s she wishes to remain there most of the time", There 's 
something out of whack in that line for, if my grapevine 
is functioning correctly t he Bluff was conveyed to Kay 
some time b a ck by her aunt 0 »d therefore belongs to 
Dor a 's wife, although, from the sentnence quoted above, I 
take it Dora doesn't knew this as yet, 

, I had better begin sharpening up my wits a bit before I 
go much further in my relations with Dora for I certainly don't 
want to talk out of turn and ye.t at the same time, I find myself 
in a somewhat a nomolous position in certain quarters, as , 
for exampe, whether I should make >ny reference to the visit 
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I'm having difficulty getting envelopes unstuck to 
letters insdie so if said envelopes seem gummed up a bit, 
charge it off agjfrnst Brenda. 


T 


get the 
just 
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to, Melrose ,of his, old friend. Mrs . Mahiers who is n clesq friend 
of his sister. Par be J it from me to spill aovher person s apple¬ 
cart but I declare I must get his intentions as regards some 
of his former associates whom I met through him, straightened out 
in my mind. It would seem to me grossly unfair a nd cruel 
to leave them in a state of jitters, worrying as what dire 
circumstances he may be in and yet at the same time, it 
doesn't seem quite my place to tell them that he got his 
foot inside the door at Fort Knox. Sooner or later his kin folk 
in,Hate hez will be hearing something or other, either indirectly 
through me or some other a gency and I wish he would settle the 
matter a s to how he wants the news imparted and therebye 
give me a little more security in my.wish to handle the 
information best. 

i\ y XT 4| 'Vo V 

I-p is my understanding that the General Motors gives its 
dinner for the car designers tonight and naturally I 
m holding the thought that myf riend, Alton, may hit the jack 
pot with a scholarship. But whether he does or not, he will go 
to Los Angeles to college regardless, but it would be nice 
if he could enjoy the added advantage of the grand 
prize . 

I suppose I shouldn't have been surprised this morning when 
I waded to the post office amidst torrents of rain that had been 
falling all night, when 1 learned that the ladies across the 
fence had gone to Alexandria on a frolic. It's remarkable 
how neit er hurricane nor high mater can deter them from flying 
up and down the road. If Celeste ever broke a leg, I cannot 


t imagine what sort 
’her "stay-put". 


of a 11 anchor they could contrive to make 


It goes without 3dying that I thought of little 
Miss Lee of late when, on my way to the post office, I 
gazed through the downpour at the butterfly lilies, 
drenched and in bud form, , os they tried to keep from 
drowning t the cascades of water from on high. I find 
it 30 pleasant to slip into an envelope the unfolded blossoms, 
by by 'the morrow, from the looks of things, so many 
blusters of buds have been moving toward maturity during the 
r a ins that there should be scads of benches from which 
to selecta prize flower Our thermometer remains in the 70's, and 
I'm holding the thought that some of the Manhattan heat 


have lessened markedly. Bo go slow these steaming times., 


70's, 
may 


Thursday, Akgust 4th, 19 55* 

t. <. 

1 


How nice to find your Saturday and Monday letters in 
today's post. 

o 

It was so thoughtful of you to give me such a 
delightful sketch of your Saturday surroundings and particulars 
about your little feathered companion. I love the name. 

The widow Kirkland, living in the house on the right just before 
one re a ches the spillway, —a mulato lady, is known to the whole 
neighborhood as Miss Sweetie and as she is the first person I ever 
bearing such a handle, I find in your friend the second in the 
same category and somehow its unusualness lends enchantment to 
each party bearing the same name. 

It was so kind of you to think of me in regard to the 
Houston Chronicle article. I secured but a single copy which 
I forwarded, naturally, to little Miss Lee. Should you 
not need it and one other, I should be delighted to be able 
to send one to Bora and to Alonzo Landsford or to Mrs. 

Stirling, as the latter is much interested in the artist and I 
believe keeps a scrapbook on Cane^iver personalities. 

«. <■ 

I w a s interested to learn a bout the change of residence on th 
p a rt of the little ones. It just goes to show how things change 
oil the Island for while I must say I was well acquai nted with the 
former community where they dwelt^^Mver before heard of the 
new place in which they are .situated. 

It was so kind of you to take time to tell me something of 
the Library of Congress li3t you checked. The 7\ames of the 
, people you mentioned were familiar and I should like to read 
everyone you jotted down. "The u inner Party" sou?id /a rticulariy 
attractive and Laurette Taylor's biography shoud make 
entertaining readi7\g if the biographer has been able to 
ha7idle the relatio7is betwee n her and her son quite fra7ikly. 

I U3ed to see Mi33 T a ylor occasionally a»<K»n oiie occasion she hen 
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with, her confidence, —concerning a problem which probably never 
got into print before she or perhapse, before her son found 
himself without power over her. Her producers always felt that 
for the character parts she played, she should always avoid any 
mention of age to distrub the minds of her audiences. And 
her son, learning of this, was forever trying to blackmail 
his mother, threatening to get into scrapes, 3uch as 
stealing something or attacking somebody, whereupon he would 
be arrested and the tabloids would spread the details about 
Laurette Taylor h a ving a son, a mature man. The way the son be¬ 
deviled the mother was outrageous and I always felt her 
greatest pwoer as an actress was to maintain her "sweetness and 
light" presentations on the boards when inwardly she was all torn 
to pieces. It will be interesting to see if the bigrophy has 
been a blc to handle any of this aspect of her stage career. 

And thanks for sending me the clipping regarding "Facts Forum. 
Dr. Evans telephoned me today, saying that with graduation of 
the summer school taking- place tonight, he and Mrs. Evans were 
planning a little vacation but hoped they might be permitted 
to amke another little visit to ^elrose before leaving. It is 
so nice to have this information provided by the clipping 
to discuss with him a bout his former connections, when he comes. 

I get around to read Kay's letter today and although it is 
buried in a stack of stuff, induced by secretaries and house cleanin 
all the in the same breath, I shall enclose it. It is 
rather interesting in that i t touches upon a subjec which 
has set me to pondering about a little of late, —just how 
the impression, got a broad in South Carolina that I was likely 
to make one, —possibly two trips to the Bluff this autumn. 

I suppose, as is my b a d custom, that I may have tossed off the 
word "autumn" when in the Spring, invitations became rather 
pressing about a Spring visit, and the autumn seemed so far away. 

interruption..... .had to call a doctor for "a lady what'3 studyin' 
about havin' a <b by....." 


I gather that when the marriage developed so unexpectedly, 
the thought on the part of several people was that I might 
really make a visit to the low country in the autumn. Apparantly 
the idea grew in momentum as events developed and then the African 
trip came up for consideration and before long it was 
calculated that Carolyn would go to The Bluff to discuss 
final plans for the trip and that since she was going to 
do so prior to October, I might accompany her and then make 
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another visit later in the a utumn, to what point, I cannot 
imagine. On reading Kay's letter, I gathered that the concensus 
of opinion in South Carolina was that Carolyn and I were going to 
make a j+int visit, — a conclusion that somewhat surprised me 
doubly, since I hadn't move a point from the late winter 
half pro i3e a fcsut. some vague future time for a visit, while 
Kay, who has seen Carolyn recently in Hew Orleans, might well 
h a ve understood, even as I do, that Carolyn's present job, being 
.. turned out under some pressure, will carry her around the grindstone 
slap through January. 

In view of these circumstances, I was a little taken aback 
today when a telephone came through from Charleston, —note 
that it was not Moncks Corner, and the same familiar p voice 
was on the wire, —the same voice' which had put me in a mild 
panic late in May or early in June, when inquiry wa3 made 
concerning relative, if auy, of the prospective groom. 

I gathered that the conversation today was not made in the 
presence of "the children", and I was asked about coming ever 
for a little visit with Carolyn in October. I said quite 
frankly that I was under the impression Carolyn planned no trip 
before the turn of the year and that so far as I was concerned, and 
this was equally true, I had no netion as to just when the 
publicity covering the murals was going to break and that it 
was imperative that I be here immediately following that 
date. — «. 

From a letter from The Bluff, or possibly from Carolyn 1 s 
telephone conversation, following her conference with Farley, 

I was given to understand that Farley and Irma are driving to 
The Bluff early, in October so obviously the lady at The Bluff 
will not be alone. Frankly, 1 haven't the slightest intention 
of going to The Bluff for a vihole flock of reasons, not the least 
of which is the fact that when I do, if I ever do, I certainly 
prefer to make my go-round at a time when there aren't a flock of 
other people there. Perhaps that particular dan is like Blythe 
Rand who honestly believes that anybody would prefer to be with 
- a^flock of people rather than with just one, oY, as in Blythe's case, 
that one couldn't possibly get through a dinner with merely the 
members of the immediate household being present. 

I apologise for rattling along at 8uch a great rate on this 
subject which certainly isn't worth it, but by so doing, 1 may 
make a little clearer my own position in regard to The Bluff and 
at the same time demonstrate how slightly confused I am by the 
communications that seem to suggest that either one trip or even 
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two trips in that direction are contemplated. I giggle in my 
beard every time I think that anybody could suppose that 
I, who seldom go out the front gate, would suddenly so forget 
myself as to plan not one but two jaunts to the east coast 
within a single season. It would seem that much of this strange 
concept must stem fromthe wish on the part of l a Storm, and perhaps 
the children, and I can 'r a dily envision rough weather ahead for 
I hoen t the slightest doubt that when the establishment at 
630 St. Anne's Street is established in New Orleans, there 
W \H be some pulling and hauling at me to run down to the Crescent 
City for a rou.id of gaiety in the big city, and I'm not studying 
a bout going anywhere. 

Well, so much for the current hurly-burly a nd let's get 
bf.ck to your letter and yoiir thoughtfulness in advising me 
bout the condition of this ribbon. I am so glad you 
let me know how it tracks, for I shall take especial 
Pqins to stbike the type with particular care when making 
all envelopes as between now and the time a new ribbon is 
successfully achieved. 

I was so struck by something you s aid in your letter about whic 
I had never given thought before, —the possible anjoyment my 
letters had provided Madam Marco. And what impressed me about your 
observation was that in the same post came a pitiful letter, which 
I a Iso hope I can find a nd enclose, expressing the same thought 
which you had penned. Frankly, I was surprised. I must 
get a letter off to Madam Marco tonight, for the poor thing 
obviously needs a 11 the moral support t she can get these trying 
days while Susie is dying, * 


Memorandum 


Y.u would laugh if you could see my bed, for it certainly 
looks like a mare's ne3t. I got the balance of the shelves 
put up at the window here by my desk today, —five in all, 
and each shelf cutting across where the window panes meet. 

Then they were all painted white, after the last ones were 
put into place and 1 had removed all the odds and ends which 
h a d been gracing those already in place prior to the painting 
job. .And these objects I placed on my bed in the same order 
in which they appear on the five shelves and the net result 
looks like something out of bedlam. ut eventually I shall 
place the things on the floor in the same order as they will 
go back into their window.postions on the morrow and then 
things will be in order until the next time I think up 
something when a carpenter, having nothing else to do, finds 
himself sent to me to.finish out his day. 

I had an idea this morning, —and if you feel like sitting 
down before ever reading a bout a ny idea that may come 
to my mind, you might do so. In view of the letters from 
The Bluff of late, the thought occured to me ‘that I perhaps 
h a d a candidate for the place if it could be arranged to have 
a certain Foreign Office transfer its Ambassador from Burma to 
The Bluff, and I wrote and asked all hands at -the Bluff if 
said person would, in their opinion, be acceptable, citing 
a s his qualifications and he plays Chopin divinely, is a 
licensed pilot and writes beautifully, —for print, if not 
in letters. I further explained that as he and I had wadded the 
waterless canal8 of deep summer at Cypress Gardens, next door to 
The Bluff, it must be admitted that he is not entirely 
unfamiliar with the neighborhood. Something tells me 
their responses, all three, will be in the affirmative • 

Of course there only remains the slight matter of 
selling the idea to the Ambassador, butl an under the 
impression that it's about time‘for him to retire, if he 
cares to do so, and as he has always loved the low country, 

I cannot imagine a more happy circumstances that the offer I am 
„bout to make to ‘him4 • At this moment it occurs to me 
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that there is something extremely odd about the fact that 
the person who can hand one friend a millionaire wife and 
a nother friend a baronial estate never himself seems to be two jumpsj 
ahead of the poor house . Would you think it might be a 

good idea to introduce a percentage point in such outlandish 

transactions or merely go on having strange ideas that really 
don't Seem to harm anybody^and apparantly does the guy with the 
ideas^no particular good. Well, a yhoo, the idea struck me this 
morning and 1 wrote the belles at the Bluff accordingly and 
we shall see what we shall see. One thing is certain, nobody 
could ever keep the candidate from flying from thither to yon 
a nd b a ck again but as 1 contemplate that impulse in his 
n a ture, that seems to be all to the good, too, since he certainly 

would find a ready companion in all his jaunts in the lady 

who sits on the top of the heap, and, if he sitoula decide Africa 
might be nice to'explore, or South America, or Europe, or South 
America, or /forth America, he would certainly provide 
a guide in himself, quite familiar with all such places • 

John Kyser telephoned me, or his office did this morning, 
a sking if I would receiv e him and the President of the 
Louisiana State Board of Education, Dr, Joseph Davies, I would • 

And so they came and we had a pleasant go-round and 1 liked 
Dr, Davies and he liked^my port and so everything turned out 
nicely. 

The Natchitoches Society for the Preservation of Historic 
Sites, or some such pen erouiy title organisation 
telephoned me this afternoon to give them the z pprerpiate 
wording for some post cards they are going to have made of 
the Lemee House and other structures they are eng a ged on 
concentrating therr efforts on. Isn't strange that such 
a Society has to consult somebody who doesn't live in the town 
and isn t a member of the organisation to give them particulars 
regarding the very .stuff on which they •are working, 

TK.e President of the organisation, in expressing her thanks to me 
for my work, promised to c ompensate 'me by sending me the first 
card of the series, if and when, the thing is ever put through. 

Those ladies is sights, to quote an ancient plantation mistress of 
mutual acquaintance, 

And so cometh another week end and may yours be a transcript 
of the one immediately before, % ,,,,, 
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Memorandum: 

* ■ - * 

Two whole days without rain which really seems remarkable, and, it 
goes without saying, the planters are delighted. 

And the people passing this way were as sunny as the weather, 
with but a single cloud on the horizon to rumble and groan like a 
thunder head low on the horizon of the evening sky. 

Celeste has succeeded in creating a persecution complex for 
herself and this leads to considerable unpleasantness, This afternoon 
it racked its peak when some E. E. A, people passed this way, having 
been told by J, H, some time back that I would be glad to show them 
the place. They had the misfortune to stop next door to inquire 
for me, never having been in this area before, and, brother, did they 
catch it. The man who went to ask for me was given a 45 minute 
lecture on the outrageousness of people who barge in on other 
people's afternoons, there was much data about how she had f had to 
wash dishes after dinner this day because her servant wasn t here 
and how she just couldn't stand it any longer to have anyone distrub 
her when she wanted to write a letter, etc,, etc,, etc. And 
because she is J, H.'s wife, the man, of course, would take it, 
but when we got beyond the fence, he asked me if the lady 
was seriously ill, as he rubbed his head. 

At supper. Celeste began the whole thing over again, 
aP‘XL rantly having the greatest pleasure in dramatizing 
the terrible life she has to lead, how I am making her the goat 
of all passing pilgrims since instead of coming directly 
to me —she didn t say through the gate marked[ "Ho Admittance", - 
they go t.o her and she is worn out and can t stand it any longea 
a nd is going to leave, etc., etc, 

The thing is be ginwing to get tiresome and as she evelopes more 
and more pity for herself because she can never have any peace or do 
anything she wants to do, the matter of Sunday afternoons is becoming 
a mania with her and she appears to have successfully divested herself 
of n bout all of her friends. In the latter category, I am as 
through with her as a dead man with the wirld, although I shall, of courst 
for J, H 'sake, continue my accustomed relations with her, b t 
with an altogether hollow heart. 



. 
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I apologise for reciting such tires 
I feel certain you prefer to know which 
even be interesting to observe from time 
the battle for the preservation of Melro 
as she herself declares, the place means 
a source of seat and annoyance so far as 
be charit a ble toward old hens and cempl a 
but a chicken s brain, but Lord, what a 
can masquerade as a grwn woman and have 
effect so many things adversely. 


tome circumstances, but 
way the wind blows and it may 
' to time on how many fronts 
se has to be fought, for, 
i nothing to her and is only 
she is concerned. One must 
i/i not if Jod apportioned them 
pity, when such a biddie 
'the influence to 


Monday, August 8th, 2955. 


?he vegetation continues manifesting the most vigorous response 
to our recent rams. The view of the Phillipine lilies is particular- 

th» l0 »+ el - V Wh V X seen / ron insi de the Chapel, as one looks at them through 
the stamedglass. Some of the stalks are 8 or 10 feet in heiqht 
and are-crowned by a diadem of trumpet shaped flowers that look like 

1 Uf+ L m Ster +} lll V an< t reall \J lovely. Fortunately, some of the staJ 
a e. t more than 3 or 4 feet in height and accordingly come a bout 
on a level with the eye when one is seated in a pew • 

I don’t recall exactly when T planted the sugar gourds in pots 
which 1 placed m the little hot house by the side gate but it P 
seems to me it wasn t more than a week or'10 days ago. Be that 
as it may, they have a 22 sprouted and are up about 3 or 4 inches, 
so i reckon the vme3, growing at such a rate, should h a ve the 

n{' tie llttle buil f in 9 pretty well covered within a month 
lol hjfll IVTAT.l ,, ‘ 'L an9in S Uk ’ P'"*™** -1“ glzss ceiling 

£.1 griZ te Jo ff ^ ** »*«• 

t,„t -^turday's post wasn't much, as indicated by the enclosures. 

in A.rtdn '"and ’/ ‘ a f‘l l bl \ U ™ uacati.ning 

a ori^.a, and got a kick out of the name of thm nn T-riM-x r> 1 h 


X.?.. 9 '** 1 a kick ° Ut garden ciuV 

whose secretary wrote me for a tour to which I responded with a 

ansm - r :. Wlth •Ifax being hill billy, I think 

tie members of the club would be happier observing flora in seme other 

’the ZnTel Bl.Ss.m OardenClZ ling 

the funnier titles I have run acrosss. 

I was able to keep awake on Saturday night for a while and 

Vf'\hi h *F.r P o t \ re u d , a /rcm J$hn Galswcrth's first volume 

3ythe Sa ?a t which first appeared in 19 06, I believe. I 
liked the senes-when first I read it in the 2Q'e find I like re- 

somo l, Zh\f Ven be t Ur ; ?• h °? e y0U 3 clJceTo brack a book or 
some such this week end, too....... * 


Memorandum : 

I suppose at least one other memo will come to hand at the 
same time this one does, for Sunday night's chat failed to 
make the out-going post this morning, what with the postman 
running another time at one and a half hours earlier than 
is customary • 

And so, instead of dropping the envelopes in the box, 1 brough 
them home with me and so will have a double dip to be sent for¬ 
ward on the morrow, —assuming I get to the office before 
Herr Cardineau flies in and out . 

i »• -v :\c * | • • . - -r P li* *\!f| ; . „• j^l 

The lady across the fence, blowing cold and hot, sour and swee 
as between Sunday night and Monday morning, would have offered 
to po 3 t the mail for me, as she was heading ^out for Lafayette 
or Ville Plate or some such place for a day 3 frolic right 
after coffee but I prefer to have my mail go through the 
regular channels. I suppose it is characteristic of 
the human race for women, as a rule, to treat all men as 
they do their husbands whereas the husbands usually treat other 
women different from the way they do their wive3. Be that as 
it may , Celeste apparantly thinks she can get the same reaction 
out of me that she gets out of J • H., by uqing the alternating 
cold-hot method, but somehow it just doesn t s eem to work on 
this mule and I'm hoping her stupidity is sufficiently great 
not to notice that the usual exterior of my relations with her 
screens a fabric of regard that is beyond any hope of repair 
so far as she is concerned. 

On the nicer side of life, little old Grandpa brought down 
the four kittens 3 he had given birth to ,in the attic of 
Yucca about 6 weeks or so back. I didn t see them make the descent 
by way of the supportin ,pillar of the gallery which she negotiates 
with such verve, but I assume she probably carried them 
down, although they are getting pretty big and she really 
must have had a mouthful. Did I mention t that there 
were four in all. 'Lhey are still a little shy in this great, big, 
imponderable world and it was only at 6 o'clock that 
they arrived but three of them, possessed of the curiosity 
usually a scribed to a cat, are obviously sitting on the step 










I 





1 


* 


/ 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ #M"3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


■C*. „ 








7508 


for I can see three pairs of shining bright eyes reflecting 
the light ef my desk lamp as they gase in wonder at what 
they see and perhaps hear, although they may have heard the 
sound of the typewriter since the day they were born for the 
uirbation probably carries into the attic easily enough. 

There seem to l)e a couple, of gray ones, one black one and , the 
fourth haven t seen at all, but I know there is a fourth 
since I could hear him calling to his mother from above when 
I was giving her her supper and the .other three were already 
fiddling a round in the banana trees. 

It Was nice hearing again frofnWrs. Mahier again by 
today's post. J couldn t quite make out just when it was 
she was "studying a bout" going to Matches but assume it may have 
been sometime just after posting my letter on the 4th, planning to 
get back on the 15th to her Baton R'buge home. I don't know 
Frances Mahier Brandon's (Mrs. James Brandon's) Matches 
address and so I am simplyia sending my letter to 
BatonRouge for it will contai7i no startling news concerning the 
newly weds. 

iVe had another shower this fternoon but it didn't amount 
to much except to cool the air a little. I was working 
.in the cellar section of the little green house by the 
side gate where the thermometer stood at about 11 0 with 
the humidity, .over the saturation point, I am sure. I 
decided to plant some pumpkin seeds in an old tub, five 
feet below th>e level at which the gourds are planted, thinking 
that if either or both types of vines thirved and produced, 
the vegetables might 1 ook pretty suspended from the 
ceiling on their own green' vines at the holiday season. 

he wind accompanying the rain cloud must have dropped 
\he temperature from about 95 to 7 5 and as it was much warmer where 
I had been working, stepping out into the open was like 
being catapuulted from the dquator to the polar ice cap in 
the twinkling of any eye. 

* 

I continue hearing nothing from the Segleaus, meaning, I 
suppose, that the b a by Us a novelty still and that both papa and 
mama have better things to play .with at night than a typewriter, 
and for all I know, quite aside from bouncing the baby, they also 
may be walking the. floor with the little girl, too, but I hope 
not for their sakes. 

Pat invited Eugene to fly up to Kansas City with him on 
Saturday or °unday to see a ball game bbutEugene declined, 
and all ± want to see from the air is Cane^iver, not the Mi ssissipp 
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uesday, August 9th, 19 55. 
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Memorandum : 

• A 

A humid, hot day without Quin, even as it was 
in Charleston, "according to my informants", although 
this evening clouds from Connie apparantly began spreading in 
the direction of The Bluff although the center of the stwrm was 
apparently moving notherward several hundred miles to the east 
of that bend in the Cooper. 

And how ^get the news from The Bluff was by telephone. 

The lady herself called me along about dusk-dark, saying 
they all were worried because they hadn't heard from 
me last week. It's lucky I don't worry about them when a 
week goes along without a line. 

And the Children talked with me, too, both of them 
o bvi ously impatient to get started for Mew Orleans this 
week end. One of the oddities of Bora is the way he has always 
3tuck to a» ultra American pronunciation of the Crescent City, 
making it sound as though spelled Mew Orleenes, instead, 
of the Franco-Arnerican-Megro twist of the old South, like 
Mew Orlins" f with the accent on the "Or" part and not on 
the "eenes" part, a s la voix de Pipes has it. 

Everything seemed rosey on The Bluff but with 
three people, all having a go at it, not much worth reporting 
was exchanged from either quarter. 

I didn't see the 'ladies across the fence today as they went 
to town before the coffqee hour but this fternoon I 
received feme of Cleste s friends from Mew Iberia 

for a tour and Madam Regard gave them coffeee afterwards. Celeste 
couldn’t be home to receive them as, so her friend, Mrs. Landry of 
Mew Iberia confided to me, Celleste had to go somewhere 
to make sadwiches for some party being planned for the morrow. 

I learned the two ladies will drive to Mew Iberia on Sunday, — 
Celeste and ^adam Regard and so that will give me at least one 
peaceful afternoon. 


9 
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I w a s disappointed today when a lady telephoned me 
from Shreveport, ashing if I could put fifteen plates, all 
ef the African House design, in the post tomorrow morning, 
for I am entirely out its of that particular design at 
the moment and delivery will not be made of the new shipment 
itil L a bor B a y. What anybody wanted of such a number 


UHVlrj. — KJtffW - -- — V %/ m . . 

of pla-tes of that particular design, I cannot imagine but 
as the wom a n is big oil, I suppose she merely had a whim 
to send that particular design to some of her friends. 


A letter from Hel-on Hughes which I didn t finish r ading, 
a shs if her husband and she may come up and take pictures in 
color and in black and white of the murals. They mention 
a Sunday as being a likely time. It seems strange that 
'they who have been here on a Sunday should hit on that 
particular day of the week, 

I took a little time out last night te read a few n 
more pages from the John Galsworthy opus, "Man of Property , 
being the first in the ?ortth s a ga series, I had 
forgotten how excellent it really is and, I'm hoping to 
get an opportunity to have a further go at the same thing 
tonight eventually• 

I suppose Galsworthy, in a way,%was to Lnglish literature 
what, his contemporary, Remain Holland was to trench, ^ 
although Galsworthy reminds me more of "little Marcel in 
the excellence with which he can paint 
in minature with such telling effect, 
average reader,, it must be much easier 


personal portraits 
For the 

_ _ _ to keep up with 

characters' in Holland's opus which were less numerous 


the - - -- - - 

and perhaps not quite so finely sketched, I have often 
felt that for invalids who cannot get a bout but who like 
to read, it would be wonderful to think that one could 
spend six months of each year reading the Forthth business 
another six months reading "The attempt to re-Capture the 
and thus have all the years of one's life well filied with 
the infinite pleasure of re-reading these two pieces year in 
and year out. 

But now for an attack on the morrow's mail and so 
to a round on the reading machine and thence to dreams.,,,,, 


and 
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, Wednesday, August 10 th, 1955, 


Memorandum: 


% 

Beep summer in a Louisiana sort of wav whn+ wi+h _ 

skies, much heat and humidity, a nd no end of people runnina 
the readsin the white sections and colored people talking 9 

iuthit '/iw COt A en boU that he or sh * discovered 
V that C0tt9n patch. Ten days hence, probably, and 
ie road runners will still be road running and these colored 
People of today who are talking a bout cotton's potentials will 
be clasping the snowy bolls in their dusky hands lalS Wl11 

. 

In the mean time, plantation workers, momentarily 
unemployed m the fields, are sent to me from the store by 
v. H, who can t think of a nything for them to do until cotton 
picking begins, after which I shall see nobody, probably until 

T.\Tf ° !>d **» *»•»5* .f JfaZVr 

comes to hand. Before 5 this morm g, two or three air nlnn,, 

W * killin'? hi 1 l W r ° V + er e C9tt * n S ield s a nd gardens, dishing P *ut 
w g break fast for the boll weevils and shortly afterwards 

roun’lm* 9 Yi ^ bUS + f ashi * nin 9 wheel barrow handles 9 for a ’ 

couple of Melrose items which the plantation is forever 
growing and breaking. Murphy was busy, trying to All up 
■ endlessly bottomed pit where careless well drillers had 1 

d nd holes u in the ground, midway between the big house 

aid the African House and then had gone away and left a s 

they had finished drilling, holes perhaps 30 feet in depth and 
a foot m circumference where, by some miracle, nobody had 
broken a leg during the past couple of weeks. Andy 9 
was gardening, McKinley was trimming broken limbs from the 

aW 9 au W trLh nd tf ZTA ^ ld ^ mrluaU^* 

away trash, that had accumulated in the wood lot during the 9 
past month of varied activities a bout the place And ° 
so the d ay got under way and by 9 o'clock I had arrived 

of AffA\\ n ”i*re Celeste darling-ed mewith a froth 

of affection which, had it been, a* it alrnst seemed, as 
endless as the Milky W a y, would have in no way tended to 

la a stpast. er ridlcultus treasonable childishness, as of Sunday 







■ *? * ' • 
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Thursday, August 11th, 19 55. 


The artist was at the Post Office* She said she wanted me to h 
ker later, Zelna was there, too, looking wonderful as an 
Aunt Jemima, a soft yellow and purple pl a id dress, covered in part 
by a white apron, and above her delicious chocolate skin, a 
sort of new fangle/d tignen of yellow that was splendid. 

She said she felt wonderful and was expectint to return to 
the hospitr&l for her operation about the 22nd, 

After coffee across the fence, I returned to Yucca and 
the workers who always seem to do about twice as much when they 
experience the "inspiration" of tfiyone's presence, and 
Clemence was on the allery. She said she had received 
a letter from Texas and wanted me to help her get two borads 
of a given, rather small size, so that she could paint and 
revival and a bpatisin' to fill the order she had received, 

I asked her from which city in Texas came the letter. She 
seemed a little surprised that I had never heard of Texas, for 
Tex a s to her is the name of a place like Houston or Dallas, and 
Heaven alone knows how any ness a ge written to her', gets through and 
how, if ever, she ever gets a response written, —and addressed, 

The sise she required for boards Was noted by twostrings, knotted 
at the ends, to aff ord me t,ie precise 'measurements and, by good 
fortune, with a dab of sawing, I could fill her wants to a T, 

Three pecans experts came to dinner, Drs, Smith Pierce and Hari 
a nd after dinner came pilgrims and so the day played, out, 

• 

At supper I learned that Dan is in the hospital having a check■ 
This is a periodic business which somehow seems a little useless, 
after one go-round, since is inclination to be drunk a great dal 
of the time seems most likely to produce thephysical 
condition which invariably seems to call f*r another check-up 
tc discover why he isn t feeling quite up to par. And if, 
when reading this, it doesn't seem to make much sense, I 
don't mind saying it doesn't seem to make much to me as I 
writeTitight's radio talked about Hurricane Connie w a ving away 
tc the west in the direction of the CarelinaS* I am glad 
the children are at The Bluff so that the lady there may have 
the comfort of associates if things get to sailing pretty high in 
that ne i gJ^porhyO od, Do hope you batten down your own blinds for the 




Memorandum : i 

Today's weather has been a transcript of yesterday's, —hot 
a nd humid and cloudless ,.but of a heat that didn t get „bove 
92 which, it is said, is perfect.for cotton which -doesn't begin 
suffering from heat until after the thermometer reaches 94, although 
I assume that figure may be modified, depending upon the amount 
of dryness or humidity obtaining, 

Celeste appealed to me for aid and comfort today in all aspects 
of the tour which the associated women's clubs of Natchitoches 
are putting on this autumn, —visits to ante bellum home, with 
Q view to getting enough money to do some furnishing of the old 
i.emee H^use, I a m glad to give her whatever advise she asks for, 
but I volonteer nothing, as for example, that she should have already 
decided on the date of the tour which, as Chairman of the business, 
she "thinks" she will determine early next month • Of course 
that isn't .going to give her any time to get out the pamphlets 
thai are to be printed, but she can .eventually find that 
out for herself, although, of course, there's no point in getting 
pamphlets printed until you have the date of the tour decided upon, si 
that will be one of the imperative bits of data for the pamphlet. 

Her affability is beyond measure, so far f as I am concerned, and it 
cuts not a bit of ice although she doesn't know it. 


*Then, too, 

the pilgrims, as 
which is a small 
dozens of people 
be hundreds and 
sure. Of course 
a percentage b a 3 
to my own knitti 


f ice although she doesn t know it, 

she 1 s all gummed up in the matter of feeding 
she envisions doing just that at the Lemee House, 
house, perhaps h a lf the sise of Yucca, and feeding 
there would be impossible and probably there will 
that gesture is going to end in a fiasco, I am quite 
what should be done is to make arrangements on 
is with some nice restaurant, but I am sticking 
ng a nd am lending a hand only when asked to do so. 


Horace Rand came to see me this afternoon, bringing a Mr, Howard 
of Alexandria with him. They have been spending a few days at the camp 
a nd invited me over for the evening but of course'I declined, 

But we had a pleasant chat here.and I learned something 3 bout a 
pear tree.T didn't know before, Horacetold me that on his property 
in Alexandria a pear has flourish for years but never produced 
a single, solitary d a b of fruit. But this* year*, following the March 21h 






I 
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freeze, somebody told him that if he would drive a good sized nail into 

the trunk ef the tree, it would bring forth fruit, he 

March 27th freeze and knocked the newly formed fruit from all the 

pear-trees of his friends in Alexandria, even as it did here, But 

a s Horace's had had not fruit, he thought it wouldn't matter 

much eithe way if he drove or did not drive a big nail in the tree. 

And so he hammered one in and Lol the tree beQ^n putting on fruit 

for the first time in its career, so that he is the only one in his 

neighborhood having pears, and such an abundance of them that they 
are breaking down the branches. 


Astonished by this unexpected and seemingly inexplicable phenomena ; 
he consulted a horticulturalist, Stokes, from whose nursery came most o, 
the local Chinese magnolias, Mr, Smokes said he had never heard about ' 
using a n a il on a pear tree but occasionally in times past, he had 
had a tree that didn't bear and he had whacked the trunk with an axe, ai 
following the cutting of this gash in the thing, the tree would begin 
to produce. His explanation for the miracle ran something like this : 

Through some twist in the tree's make up, it had somehow lacked 
sufficient impulse to br ng forth fruit and after a few seasons, 
became confirmed in its non-productive tendency. Then, when shocked 
by the blow of the axe, the tree instinctively made an unusual effort 
to reproduce its kind, the effort resulting, in success and the initial 
success becoming a permanent custom in the years that followed, 

I told Andy 3 bout this and he 3aid that he had a n old pear tree that 
had never 'born and that he had started to cut it down but, for what reai 
'he couldn't say, he decided to le a ve the trunk and one single branch and 
that this year, with not a pear on Cane River, he has several dozen on 
branch which he had spared, , 






I fear this wouldn't work on pecane trees but if J, H, knew 2 bout 
the pear business, he might feel inclined to try. 







Celeste's nephew, Joe Regard, is here and Celeste• is giving a stag 
Party for a dozen or so of Joe's friends in the Hatchitcches neighborhoo 
But I’m not sure a stag party is one in which a dozen young men plu 3 Cel 
is present, although she ought to have a whale of a time, whether 
the youths do or not, I heard today that Dr, Saucier of the 
college, sent her a congratulatory message on the birth of an heir the 
other day. That must h a ve been a surprise to the recipient and a laugh 
to those who heard a bout it, although she never told anyone except her 
most intimate friend who heralded it far a-'.d wide,. So 
things turn a nd so I turn to Tender Leaf in nicet a ll glass, 
and love it .. 


Friday, August 12th, 19 55. 


Memorandum• 

J \ . I % • ' - . -w- - * i*' * • - * 

According to Charles .Collingwood tonight, you all 
got a deluge equal to or exceeding our recent one of 
something over six inches, In the country at 3uch 
times, things, of course, merely get awfully soupy but 
\in gre-t urban centers, .things must get positively 
, mill pond-ish, I-am thinking about the probable 

difficulties this has placed upon you and I can readily 
im a gine it presages a week end that will not 
be too promising for activities *in the great out- 
of-doors , 

Xocally it rained during the night in Alexandria and 
Shreveport to the tune of a couple of inches but we 
didn't get. a drop. Today, even as yesterday, continued 
humid and hot, but not too unpleasant, 

K A, 

I just discoverl seem to have started off this memo with a 
real Denholme margin, due in part, perhaps, to the fact that I 
have been adjusting this machine to write some stickers 
bearing addresses, I may have mentioned the other day that 
a Shreveport lady ordered a flock of African House plates of 
which I had none. But as. I started to drop my expression of regret 
in the post office, Lei a letter came unexpectedly from Rock Hall, 
saying that the shipment ef African House plates, bearing the new 
notation concerning the Hunter murals, had been shipped on the 
5th, I have accoredingly withdrawn my letter of regret and 
gone to work on the addresses so that these will be in order 
when the plates arrive, and hence the change of spacing on this 
machine, 

When Carolyn telephoned last week or whenever, I gathered 
she was "studying a bout" going to Marshall this week end and 
p a ssing this w ay en route from the Crescent City to the Texas town. 
Perhaps sh£ got tangled up in Baton Rouge with the movie people or seme 
such, 

• Li . CiC i *• •» 

Be that as it may, the lost movie man, scheduled to take pictures o 
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Sunday, August 14th, 19 55 


Memorandum: 

* . >4 •• . •• / i 4. .VI ^ , .v." J'JC 

i I haul already made the enuelepe for this meme 

and se in the event that everything suddenly gees % 

blank, a fragment ef a cemmunicatien can ge ferward re¬ 
gardless and yeu will knew that it is merely a mechanical 
failure ef the machine and net a personal collapse that 
occasions the void. 

jrt stt jruo bsbtM' 'nd in ' % an %\ si 

It was se nice te find the package frem Lyme in 
yesterday's pest, And hew like yeu te have centrived the ribben 
in such a fashien that it ceuld be se readily adjusted te this 
machine % Surely little Miss Lee did everything by way 

ef anticipation te guarantee the success ef the engineering 
eperatien and it is evident that thus far the new instrument 
is werking perfectly. 

And hew nice te find the carten ef little penguins 
in the same package, -the while business having ceme threugh 
se neatly, with ne'er a penguin feather bent er 
reuughed up. Oddly eneugh my ewn "weed" h a d fallen 
en the fleer and remained there in a little puddle ef water 
rendering them distinctly eut ef whack se that the 
time element fer the advent ef said penguins ceuld net have 
been mere perfect, what with the stere clesed fer the week end 
qtid the eppertunity te fortify myself, except frem borrowing 
frem acress the fence, well nigh impessible, se yeu 
may well believe the gift package ceuld net have arrived 
t mere eppertunely, 

i • t : 

4 As fer the week end, the weather was pleasant and 
I found myself trying te find particulars about yeur 
, baptisin' ef Friday whpn such a big dish pan ef water inundated 
yeur a-rea.^ Somehow I missed all references te atmespheric cendit 
and se I assume that semebedy turned eff the faucet altheugh I 
" • .•» > i' L * )■ 3- v. i.j; „• ft-; ' ■ v . ac . 


us a couple ef ice cold cokes. He returned to Yucca just as 

a secretary arrived, and I told Murphy tow ait while the secretary 

gave me seme addresses for the plates, nhilc we were in t he midst 

of that business, the Wenk bey thumped on my door, bringing me 

the movie man, I asked the latter to wait for me on the 

gallery and he waited, as soon as I had finished with the secretary, 

I cont a cted said camera man. Us said he was so thirsty. I 

told Murphy got give the man my coke. But the camera man said 

he didn't care much about cokes and would rather have a glass 

of cold water. A new generator was being installed someplace 

on the river and there was no electri. power, which is just another 

way of s aging there was no running water. But 1 was able 

to melt down some ice from the ice box and se squeezed out a 

glass of water. The gentleman is from Cleveland, Ohio, and 

said he ups interested in the South. To get the ice converted 

into liquid form, I had taken the man from Yucca, out of 

the side gate where he had glanced at the African House in passing,. 

a nd, after h a ving his glass of water, at the big house, had told 

me much about France during the war, e tc., asked me if there were 

any interesting old buildings on the place. I told them 

there were but not much more arresting than those he had seen which, 

a s he would agree, weren't much. And thus I got him to talking 

srme more about the war and before, he knew it, he was out 

of the front gate and I could get on with my business, —and my 

slightly warmed coke. 

» • 

Tomorrow he returns to take a morning shot of the 
big house for the film but as the other buildings are of 
no consequence, he is quite satisfied to concentrate ef Melrose, 
that is to say the 1833 house, which is just waht I wanted, since 
I want' to save the African buildings for other, non-State films. 

Dand was here fer dinner and supper and appears to be a3 usual. 
At Coffee this morning, Celeste allowed as how the stag party was 
a ii enormous success which in way+surprised me. And so 
a nother week end begins and may Coxinie be on her way and 
may Manhattan be getting dried up forthwith . 
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assume Saturday and Sunday must have been busy times, 
stpping up what hadn t run eff. 

I seem.te be having Denheime marginal treu^les again. 




t * ‘ 

Ueniay, August 15th, 19 55. 


Carelyn eventually arrived a nd we were able te run threugh 
the newspaper articles, taking eut paragraphs and sentences 
frem ene script and inserting it in ethers, se that each ene 
weuld have its appeal te a particular lecality. -‘"•n, tee, 

ene must slant these fer papers like Shrevepert and Heusten in 
quite a different light than these fer ether sectiens, since 
the cemparatively recent articles in these papers, stressing the 
persenality ef the artist weuld prevent them frem getting past 
the Editer's desk unless the artist part wsre kept at a minimum 
nd the building in which the murals are heused be stressed, etc., 
ect. Then, tee, having learned frem Beb in May that Mr. Qgden ef 
the Times Picayune was stumped by primitives, all references 
te that ferm ef Art had te be weeded eut and the emphasis 
placed en geegraphic and architectur 1 aspects ef the stery, 
rather than the persenality ef .the artist. uc we werked 
cencentratedly and get the jeb well in hand befere taking seme 
mere bl a ck and white shets te ge with the scripts, befere 
Carelyn went en her way. I was a little tired when the jeb was 
finished but ene rests se well after ene realises that an under¬ 
taking has been accemplishsd with cemparative satisfactien. 

The enclesures speak fer themselves and den t have much 
te say. I wrete the Knabb-Lfine Studie, giving them an 
intimatien that it weuld be well fer me te have seme 
netien as te the cest ef an 8b 4 feet panel because I 
was aware they had m a de a phetegraphic mural fer Rean and 
I was curieus te learn what figure nine panels ef that 
size ef a phetegrap hie nature weuld cest, what with Clemence 
h vint turned eut nine in paint. At twe hundred dellars per 
panel, were the lecal artist paid at that rate, little 
Hies Hunter weuld certainly be in the clear sailing sectien. 

We were six at dinner ted&y acress the fence, Celeste, J. H., 
Regard, Jehn Wenk, Pat and I. Pat said that in spite ef air 
plane searching and checking at all air fields, the Uatchiteches 
candidate fer Sheriff, Cellins, whe had taken eff at midnight 
in his plane en Wednesday, had net been heard frem. Celeste 
anneunced she was geing en a vacatien,. the 25th, 28th and 27th, h a v 
been invited te spend three days with the General s wife in Baten 
Reuge. She said she certainly theught she deserved a vacatien. 

She said she was geing te give seme time te the fall teur ef the 
Cane River •« her return. She had better, I sheuld think. And 
se the week end runs eut and thanks te little Miss 
Lee, mine has been a happy ene, se wenderfully fertified 
ribbens and weeds........ 


dj; ‘V: .'soiuViJ '.iiti: 


Me me rand urn: 

.With August, ha ufr gene, I pause te catch my breath and 
inquire where summer has fled, and the questien seems especially 
pertinent, what with thermemeter readings "heevering" areund 
69 these mernings and the days, altheugh het, yet net 
eppressively se, what with the premise ef pleasant temperatures 
by the time first dark arrives. It is the mildest summer I can 
recall and already that indefineable seme thing is in the air 
which, altheugh ene cannet put his finger en it, is a sure 
sign that the fleed time ef summer is ever and that, in spite 
ef eccasienal scerching days yet ahead, the heat blasts can neve 
again be very enervating, what with the premise ef ceel spells 
in between the slabs ef het days between the ceeler nights. 

When I passed by te have ceffee with Celeste and Madam R e gar 
yesterday merning, I feund the fermer stretched eut 
en the swing en the gallery. In a whimpering veice, she peinted 
te her chest, explaining that while in the kitchen, she 
had had such a sudden sharp pain there and that her Mether hadn't 
given her the slightest sympathy but her servant had helped 
her te get flattened eut en the galleryHer veice new and 
then tended te break in a semewhat theatrical fashien. She 
gathered up mere energy, hewever, as she went en te e xplaiyi that 
she has n* privacy and ne leisure. She reached an even 
higher pitch when, after explaining that she simply had te 
have a new heating system installed, threwing eut the fireplaces 
and butaine heaters and intreducing wall panel methed§ 
as are peasessed by seme ef her friends. What breught ferth anet 
gush ef tears was the recitatien abeut a Sunday night cen- 
versatien she had had. with J. H. regarding all these prime 
necessities, fer he had teld her that anything she wanted te 
have dene weuld be perfectly alright. She explained that this 
agreement with her is se maddening because it isn t si much that 
she wants having the heuse dene ever as having him discuss the 
. individual innevatiens. What is.mjs^gly paying the bills when ene 

ceuld have se much mere fun thinkwg up new ways ts rig up a 
heuse that seems te get a rigging every seasen in erne unimaginabl 
t way. Yeu can easily see hew cruelflife is when yeur 84 year eld 

...... mether rrfuses te get nerveus a k»ut yeu and yeur husband is se di 

adree a ble as te tell yeu that anything yeu want te h a ve dene is p 
fectly alright and te ge ahead with anything desired. 




I 
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As for my own day, it was a little busy and ss T found 
scant opportunity ts feel sorry fsr my plight. Gardeners and 
carpenters arrived befsre sun-up and trying ts antic ipate my 
need fsr their services during the balance sf the year when they 
will be lest in the csttsn patch, I get the day going with - 
a buzz, hen there were pilgrims and sne sr two visitsrs, sne 
young lady frsm Usnrse whs had csme dswn unannsunced with 
a view ts csnsulting with me absut an aspect sf fslk music 
she wanted ts explore, prisr ts heading sut tsstudy fsr her 
dsctsr's degree at Columbia, etc., etc. 

I am inclined ts be a little .sleepy tsnight but I 
may get around to read a page sr tws befsre calling it a day. 


Tuesday, August 16th, 19 55 


1/ems randum 


Ansther day, the precise re-print sf yesterday and the 

_ _ _ a _ *> . /% >• n i _• i i i . i 


The African Hsuse plates, shipped sn the 5th, haven't 
arrived a s yet, making me wsnder if Csnnie held up transpsratisn 
sf ss-called "Fast Freight" frsm sff Jersey w a y. Tsnight 
the ra.dis centinues talking a bsut Di a ne approaching the 
Carslina csast but I an't yet figure sut at which spst she 
will hit but I assume it will be flsrth sf The Bluff, I hspe. 

■\ :■ ii - 1 \ A •> r i i*.' ©c.3 «}". i iU'X 

1 csffeed at 9 acrs3s the fence and the ysunger lady 
seemed fine but the slder sne, althsugh gay sf spirit, tss, 
had arms that were shaking ss b a dly that she fsund difficulty, 

I gathered, in net spilling her srange juice. These days 
must be particularly trying fsr her, pssr thing. 

^ * 

X tssk time,sut ts examine the gsurd situation rather 

carefully tsday. The snly places where fruit has fsrmed g is 
where the blssssms have been almsst smsthered by the leaves. 

There were a few instances where the flswers fsrmed gsurds befsre 
the dusting sf the km csttsn began f but every flswer that unfslded 
after the dusting bbegan, brsught fsrth nsthing and the same 
was trife with the pumpkins, tootses, etc. I suppose dusting 
will be absut finished fsr this season by this week end and as 
the gsurds are still putting sut buds, perhaps there will be 
a late summer crop, assuming that they can bring fruit ts 
m a turity between late Aggu3t and early November. I shall 
be interested ts see what, if anything, will develspe in the 
gsurds planted in the little conservatory where the blssssms will 
develspe, if a t all, snly after the csttsn dusting will have 
been finished for the season. 

— r« ? • 

As the winds sr even the vaguest air current, carries the 
dust fsr miles, there's ns point in covering up anything when 
local fields are being j worked over, since the devastation 
can be effected frsm psi3sji scattered miles away and beyond 
tile 9 8 ability t$ determine inhere #r when • I guess tne is luckv 

"/■ m . ii «j A11 V - 4 - a A ^ _ l -> *» 


my opinion sf General Dean, never tss rssey, dsesn t seem ts gr 
more ss as I read his story It's odd how I get the impression 
frsm his story that if we really had ts be d enied the services 
a Gen.eral in Korea, Dean was the man with whom we could best 
have parted. 

Tonight's news casts speak sf Di a ne as heading slap in 
the direction sf the South Carolina shore and naturally my 
thoughts turn in that direction. I am hoping the children 
remained at he Bluff until after the present go-round had 
played sut. It would be ss nice ts know that the lady isn't 
there by h erself and, fsr the life sf me, I cannot think 
•f anything that should supply an excuse fsr 
the children rushing sff ts New rleans in a tearing hurry, 
for,, so far as I know, they have plans ts do nsthing in 
Particular when they arrive except ts explore the Crescent 
City further and the.hin erland. 

• 

The search goes sn in. this area fsr the Collins man 
sf Nate ^tsches whs got into his plane at midnight sn Thursday 
a nd hasn t been seen since. They had a flock sf planes 
scouring the country within a radius sf 180 miles over 
the week end but nobody could discover anything resembling 
a battered machine. J. H. said he saw the man absut the time 
he tssk sff and was under the impression the man had had 
a few sports. Of course he may have set dswn his plane at some 
air port in the region ts re-fuel and flown further than 
the 180 miles which was all he could have covered with the 
gasoline & his machiue when he quitted the local port. 
SsmehswJzseems ts be ss difficult for people ts drop sut sf 
sight completely but this Ur. Ctllihs' seems ts have achieved. 
But now tkt he mail and thence ts a dab sf reading, a puff 
sn a Kssl\nd ss ts bed as i gainst another busy day . 
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Ora, telephoned this morning to ask if she might 
bring her hoys down one afternoon this week to see the 
murals. It seemed like quite a time since I had heard from 
her She said everything was going along nicely in her 
family. One of her daughter's friends, living in some 
city in North Louisiana, was married last Saturday evening. 

She had invited R. B. and Ora and their daughter, Anne, and Jack 
Kelly, who has been courting Anne for ov r a year, I guess. 

The Williams party arrived early in the afternoon and while Anne 
was giving a hand to the impending bride. Ora and R. B. 
found themselves alone* with Jack who took that opportunity, in 
a delightfully old fashioned way, Ora said, to ask for their 
daughter's hand in marriage. I didn't suppose such customs had 
survived the reckless 1920's, but here was a case in point. 

* 

The youngsters will prob a bly get married in the Spritig, 
what with Anne having one more year before she finishes at L. S. U 
nd Jack has a year and a half before he completes his law course. 
'but they are two nice kids and I'm all in favor of the 
nuptials. 

I got around to read a few more pages from the General 
Dean Story last night and my admiration for the General as his 
personality emerges from the pages of the book, increasid not at 
all. I shall take the opportunity of Ora's visit to outline 
an annual Natchitoches Pilgrimage. Since I am doing considerable 
outlining of the tour being talked 'about but not worked on 
to fjiise money for the old Lemee House, I assume I might 
just as well go ahead and make the thing an annual affair so 
that the money floating around the State, as spent by tourists, 
m a y be devoted for some purpose h a ving to do with preserving 
a ncient buildings or beautifying the region. I shall prepare an 
a genda which I shall present to Ora with recommendations that 
she present it to this or that organisation at the approppiate 
time, prob a bly prior to this year's tour which will be a fiasco, 
since no plans for it will be made until it is too late to carry 
them out effectively. Since the Christmas fesitnal the 
1st Saturday of each December draws an ever increasing number 
of pre-holiday visitors, my thojught is that it should be left 
intact. As November frosts, however, have "cooked" vegetation, 
it is no time for a Cane River-Natchitoches tour, per se, and so 
f shall suggest a week end annual pilgrimage to take place 
on theLabor Day week end when gobs of people will be looking 
around for some place to go. All I shall ask is that my name be 
left out of the business. And so Hatches can have its Spring 
frolic and. Natchitoches its autumn one and a billio discontented 
biddies, dying .to go any place anytime for a\ y or no reason, 
can come through to their own satisfaction and the saving 
of some historic yesterday's........ 
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Wednesday, August 17th, 2955. 


Memorandum : 

The enclosure speaks for itself but leaves me a little 
puzzled . If I read irt correctly, I might be expected to see 
if Rangoon would like to be-take himself to Monck Corner and 
after that, I might find out if Moncks Corner would like to see him, 
a nd then, after that, assuming that neither party had 
changed his or her mind, I might do something else. 

• 

Well, I wrote Moncks Corner to inquire first, 
in pursuance .of the letter stating that they were casting about 
for somebody, and I haven't the vaguest notion of striking out 
iJi the direction of Burma before The Blu^f makes up its mind . 

On the local scene, everything is probably lovely with the ladies 
across the fence, for they took off for a day's outing in 
Alexandria at some pre-coffee hour this morning and the 
last I knew, hadn't returned as yet. 

Also missing from the local scene is any sign of the African 
House plates on which I had been counting, — shipped from 
the Rock Hall source on the 5th. They must have become tangled 
up with Connie or Diane. 

o V <4 

Also absent from the local scene, is that Collins gentleman who 
vanished, plane and himself, last Thursday. Carmen told me 
on the telephone today that his wife is having quite a rough 
ti&e, what with crack-pots from all around, within ISO mile 
radius, telephoning her to say that they think they have seen wreckage 
or that they heard, an explosion on Thursday nigfyt or some 
such, and not one of the leads turning up the lisghtest 
bit of evidence that there has been an air crash in the vicinity 
of the reported wrecks. t 

t '■ 

The newspapers and radio apparantly are omitting all reference 
to the Kansas City murder of the house wife.which was so 
widely publicized a couple of weeks back when that horrible 
business secured. I suppose the number of crank letters coming to 
t hand in that case.must be impressively numerous. 

, ■> 
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I made seme further expleratiens inte the field ef 
cetten spraying by air planes teday and discevered that 
altheugh the planes de net intentien a lly spray the gardens, 
the liquid carries endlessly and the gardens get as thereugh 

shellacing as the cetten fields. A sticky film ef a censistency 
n beut equal te the glue en a pestage stamp cevers everything 
and it sticks te whatever it hits just a beut like the sticky 
stuff en said pestage stamp en a humid day. It is ne wender 
the flewers ef the vegetable, geurds and trees have a 
mighty reugh time ef it. 

1 There's a bex er yew hard by my gate, between Yucca and 
the African Heuse. Fer years I have had the bad habit ef 
snipping eff a leaf as I have passed threugh the gate. 

Luring the past menth I have remarked that each time I have 
plucked a leaf, the thing seems . unusually geeey and it new 
occurs te me that it is this same film, cevering the grass and 
leaves all ever the place cemes frem the planes spraying the 
cotten. Uurphy, wjie helps me in the garden these day, prier 
te cetten picking, tells me that his ducks, after taking 

few blades ef this sticky cevcred grass, head slap fer water, 
and drewn forthwith, thesticky stuff apparantly clesing their 
breathing ergan se that . they simply can't breath. Semehew 
it reminded me ef the chemical psed earlier in the summer 
te kill all the fish in the river. 

All this must making mighty dull reading but I jet it dewn 
te gi\e yeu a picture ef what preblems in gardening the new 
fancied insecticides bring in their train. And it 
gees witheut saying that I am glad that the seasen fer dusting 
a nd spraying is ever fer this seasen. 

I heard the seund ef big machines werking the new read 
teday. Since the big rains, there hasn't been a seul in 
sight and it is said that the cencern, centracting te bl a ck 
tep the highway, had the machinery which they had berrewed 
fer the jeb, seld eut frem under them. But they must have 
bee n able te reund up o new batch, what with the racket geing 
en and the dust that if flying.. M a il, seems thin these days, 
but pilgrims are unusually pelntifulg, —the last spurt, I suppese, 
befere Laber Lay. Hew nice it will be when that event has ceme and 
gene .- 
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Thursday, August 18th, 19 55. 


Memreandrum*. 

-- t . : 

Finally I get areund te read Uadam Marce 1 s letter which 
had arrived earlier in the week. Frankly, f was net at all surprised 
. te learn ef her sister's death, altheugh it dees seem 

edd I sheuld net have heard the news ef July 31st until new. 

One might have suppesed that using it as.an excuse, Mrs. Meere 
might have acknewledfed my birthday greetings te her in 
June and at the same time pass aleng the news but she prebably 
suppesed I weuld hear frem Madam Mcrce direct • 

• 

Be that as it.,may, Susie's passing must vastly lighten 
the cares ef the whele menage and particularly fer Maude, things 
must seem less depressing in view ef the hepeless cenditien 
in which Susie has existed fer se leng. As Susie was never 
a ny cemfert te Madam Marce, perhaps the latter will find her ewn exisi 
that much happier and I have a feeling that Atlanta friends may 
find it easier te drep in and de fer ene that was pessible when 
there were twe patients te be censidered. 

5 : VV* A i ‘ Lr.O \ fui 

It gees witheut saying, ef ceurse, that I shall be writing 
M a d a m Marce a letter tenight and I'mpesitive that I 
shall teuch but lightly en the matter ef Susie's death which, 
by new, must be a.matter te which it is better than ene sheuld dwell 
en but briefly. 

. e* join r-« ic\ \j .t r.i z -.qtn n o: n 

Ora came dewn this afterneen and we had a real pleasant 
chat, sitting the whele time in the upper chamber ef the African 
Heuse where we ceuld glance frem cerner te cerner as we 
cevered quite a few peiyts. <. 

v; n • • ■ «. 

She breught me a cherry pie, heme made, which I prepese 
te sample tenight while reading mere a beut General Lean's 
fare ef rice water during his captivity • 

. J- ' ■ . :• . .. oi 

Ora breught dewn the recent ce py ef Time te read me the article 
therein n beut Themas Mann which I enjeyed much be cause I learned 
much a beut the man and his writings. *er instance, I hadn't 

jd •* bit;, lie* vtf jC j.a 

• ••••• ~~ 







Francois Mignon Papers, M-3889 


realised he ft re the hie volume, Joseph and His Bretneren 
was inspired bpy the anther's interest in Mr. Roosevelt and 
his Hew Deal, and, net having been in tench with the press 
since Uann's return te Eurepe, I hadn t known ef his popularity 
in Germany in recent years and hew somehow he had come te symboli 
German unificatien a nd hew Lnbeck and ether places in his native 
l a nd had henered him., I smiled te myself when the article enumer 
centemperaries en the^nrepean literary scene, —centemperaries ej 
Mann, and hew Glaswerthy, whem I had mentiened recently m cennec 
with him, appeared in the Time list and hew little U a rdel did nei 
a ltheugh Gide did, Every man te his taste but for me, 

I can't im a gine Gide taking precedence te the peint ef eclipse 
ever Preust, 

I spread eut my idea ef creating an annual autumnal 
Cane River pilgrims and Ora was entranced at the theught and 
the way 1 had envisioned it. I asked her te give the matter ef 
presenting the plan appropriately, if possible establishing 
it in some such manner that the civic leaders in the men s 
sectien ef the tewn might have as much er mere te de with its 
eperatien than the wemen, since there seems te be endless scuff1 
geing »n between thi3 group and that and Ora s sister-in-law at 
Be a ufert convulsing every effert en every undertaking that 
is ever launched, Perhaps I shall ask Charles Cunninghams te 
telephene me frem his heme ene night this week end so that 
he and I can talk witheut interruptien as weuld be the case, 

were I to drep in te see him at his office, 

' 

At long last, the African House plates, bearing the couple 
ef new lines concerning the murals, arrived by Texas and Pacific 
turck this afternoon, giving me an opportunity to get 
these en order wrapped up and ready fer tomorrow s mailing, 

I should be delighted te send you as many ef these a s 
you weuld care te have, altheugh'in view ef your limited 
space and since they are precisely like the ether African 
H use, Except fer the legend, I hesitate about putting any in 
tKe mail, thinking you weuld prefer te have me held these 
gainst seme future delivery when things are less pressing and 
DerhnDS there is a better opportunity te add this modified 


Friday, August 19th, 19 55 


Heme randumt 

'■ 1 _ ■ 

Our marvelous weather continues, ‘^he cotton pells 
continue pepping and "Se-say^shun" is geing full tilt, just 
a bout a week er 10 days before cotton money begins te ooze and 
therebye make "Se-say-rshun" a success. But hard headedness is 
something I don't have te expend my energy en in the 
field ef the colored Baptist Churches and so I am quite 
willing te let their arrangements flounder as .they will, 

. . t 

And while en the subject ef such matters, I might as 
well jet down a suppriae fer me in the gardening department 
today which, in quite another bracket, tends te illustrate 
hew essential supervision must be constantly expended en 
helpers, even these who are mere er less trained in their particular 
field, t 

. 1 i 

I thunk I have mentiened that I planted seme gourds in 
big pets inside the v little conservatory by the side gate. 

The first batch I planted are new up out ef the ground te the 
extent ef a beut 8 er 10 inches. Later I planted seme pumpkins 
in enormous jars about the size ef an .ample garbage can. 

As these were placed a few feet below ground level and as rodents 
sometimes frolic through the place, I was net surprised when Murphy, 
who raises vegetables wonderfully at his own cabin, came te me 
te say that en investig a ting the pumpkin seed, he discovered that 
something had dug up a few and eaten them. Knowing that 
rats love the corn meal in which Decen poison is cenceraled, 

I g a ve him a couple ef pounds ef the .stuff and told him te 
place it near the pumpkin centers. He did so, he said, when 
I asked abeut it\later in the day. This a fterneen when checking 
en a couple ef things in the neighborhood, ^ stepped te see 
if the pumpkins had emerged a beve ground as yet, t They hadn't, 
a nd possibly I discovered ene good reason, Murphy had put a 
pound of poison ala, p.sver the sufface ef the earth in each pet, 
stiffling any embryo plant that might have had an impulse te 
grew. That's what is called Life en ye elde plantation, but 
death te the pumpkins, tee. 
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Sunday, August 21st, 2955. 


It is always good hearing from little Hiss Parrish and 
I'm holding the theught that her part of Connecticut may net 
be under water tonight, especially did it come to mind when she 
mentioned the couple of ponds on the place, 

I took a furtherstep in the direction of the Annual 
Cane River Pilgrimage today by getting in touch with Charles 
Cunningham• Re thought the way I had worked it out was 
excellent and asked me to send it to him in the form of 
n extended letter, addressed to the Chamber of Commerce, of 
which he is a member and said he would present it at their 
meeting on September 6th, I -demurred, saying we would 
'do much better to get the thing completely organised as to 
m a n a gement before presenting it, John and Thelma Kyser are 
in Mexico and one or two other key members of the community 
are out of town. We can well afford to await their return. And, 
besides, I should rather have one member of the organisation, 
living in town, preseixt the idea as his own rather than 
mine since most of the merchants are resentful of Cane River 
residents, claiming that we always get all the publicity while 
they pay all the advertising, Of course \t is because of 
the Cane River plantation homes that half the tourists, if not more, 
come to Natchitoches to spend their money in the town before and 
after "doing" Cane River, but those gentlemen, sound, hard headed 
business men all, can’t see that, 

, - ... • . , v ■ i ■ >«i.- ' 

Charles, who has in the past, always printed the Christmas 
Festival program, told me today that the other newspaper 
in town, The Enterprise, is going to get the printing of the 
fooio this year. He says that Carmen just about passed out when 
the "enterprising" members of the Ch a mber of Commerce decided 
that this year there should be no references to the historical 
a spects of the region but that on the contrary, the illustrations 
a nd articles should be about the industries, new high schools and so 
particulars .covering subjects which can be duplicated in any town 
afxy where and precisely the sort of stuff that no potential tourist 
is interested in, I am glad to know about thid for when Giles Mills 
p ugh telephones me .to ask about sharing costs of an advertisement 
for this year's program, I shall say, Thank you, but No, 

Something tells me thatwhile the Festivalimay be a success this 
year, . nobody will be pushing randma out the window for a 
copy of the , program, And so another week plays out . ' May 
there be wonderful calm at Lyme,,,,,, 


Memorandum : 

A comparatively quiet week end, with the 3un continuing 
to push the thermometer up to the mid 90 's and cotton bolls 
exploding therebye, according to some horticultural Hoyle, 

••iso. . J -' ' 

Sister blew in on Friday night about 10, having 
telephoned the day before,to J, H, to say that she would come 
down on Saturday, I didn t see her on .Saturday morning as she 
left for Cloutierville sometimes between 7 and 9, 
taking 8 plantation workers with her to put her house in order 
down yonder, 

■.■■.• . 

Later my grapevine reported that when dinner time came and 
everyone was preparing to return here .for diixner, she thought 
up some extra chores for the workers, after they had all 
mounted the truck, and that her younger son, aged 23 or 14, asked 
* the colored men aborad in a voice his mother couldn't heart 

cj *>>••’. i)-.. s > • T{;, ' a.; no r■ .•. <'.aoi 1 - •■ s-i i bi" 

"Vhat next with that old son of a bitch think up," 

..... c « r s •' . i x . : iv t o. 

It secerns but apt that in view of his training, the son 
should employ a speech so identical with his parent, 

?■' 

And so we had Venks for dinner, amid much hubbub but 
fortunately there was more work to be done in Cloutierville and 
&■■■• so they departed after coffee, saying Goodbye all around since 

they were not coming back, but leaving o22 their lugg a ge, naturally, 
and, as was to be expected, they all piled in again at the 
tap of the supper bell. But, except for the younger son, 
t they all did finally head out for Shreveport after supper, 
a nd one is thankful fop. such a comparatively brief tornado, 
i. <T i • >V. ’ {Ov ' . "T . 

Tfxere seemed to be only 2jxd class mail coming in on 
Saturday but I did have a telephone from Marshall, Carolyn 
saying that she is returning to JSaton Rouge and New Orleans 
t on Monday, what with Delta movies needing her services for some 
script or other, and asking if she might drop in for a moment 
to check on one or two points about the newspaper 
articles covering the murals, L am hoping she makes it 
to New Orleans before "the children" decide to head up this 
. way for she might be qble to make it a little clearer to 
' them than letters 'can .indicate that they would do better 

to jjejy.tu.re into the Cane River country after labor Day rather than b 







Thanks to the warm weather and the plentiful amount oj 
water being spilled in their direction, the Orinoco b ^ all( ^ 3 
doina nicclu. I think I did not mention at the time of 
fluthe's last visit a circumstance that 1 thought rather typical 
of her unbilled enthusiasm for making odd flower ^rang^ntB. 

One of my agents, working beyond the fence in “ J ° f 

shrubs and trees, reported to me a couple of days follow g 
her visit that before tapping on my door,ashe had am«d herself 
with a hoe, resint at the moment .on the gallery and had pulled 
down the first big Orinoco flower of the season a nd snipped 
it off, hiding it in her duffle b a g» I surprised, o 

the followinq day when I discovered the lo3S, since the 
IJSa* fom. ml as tUe petals unfold fronUe an* that 

a ct of vandalism had knocked out that potential bunch f 0T 
this season. But she is such an artist at doing remarkablt 5 
things with flowers that I have no doubt many people were entra ce 
with whatever 3he contrived for her next party and as 
other banana flowers began unfolding shortly thereafter, 1 
could take the loss of the original flower with steadiness. 
Somehow it reminded me of the lemons she plucked a year or so 
bnck, but in that instance she at least had the grace to 
do so in my presence A remarkable woman, wonderfully extravaga 
in gestures of friendship and equdly so in ^appropriating 
garden growth that doesn't belong to her. lor somq . 

reason, it never surprises me when people who a ren t intere3t °* 
in ga-rdens charge through them like a bull in a china shop but 
I am always amazed when people who cultivate parterros ej 
their own don t hesitate., a bout lifting stuff grown g 
in other people' s. K <■ 

A note from Robina which I seem to have misplaced, mentioned 
h ving a card from Rudolph, indicating he is s ««i»Sf ali o/ 

Europe. Although he was so kind as to give me h 0 3 
addresses in Europe, prior to his departure, I never did ake 
time out to write him. Ihere seem to have been such gaps \ n 
our correspondence during the year that with two or three }* tte 
to him to Denton between January and June unanswered, I figured 
what with all he had to do a broad would make it possible for him 
to span July and August without hearing from me until he 
got back U Texas. He is a fine person but our last few meetings 
have convinced me that our interests are so different that 
hearing from him or not seems to cut very little ice. And so 
a ii other week gets under w a y. I'm hoping D\ a ne didn t make 
aiihurbnii travel unthinkable this week end...... 
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Monday, August 22nd, 1955. 


Memorandum j t t 

C * 

The weather continues fair and a little warmer, perhaps 98. 

i-i . ;V :;. ? „ 3T ':> 

The mail continues thing, with but a single 1st class 
item, as enclosed You will note Miss Myra's observation on 
doings across the fence on occasion, merely bearing out reports 
of cock-eyed displays of temper on occasion, as mentioned in 
other memos. 

But today everything was rosey over the coffee cups although 
last night my shoulders were much dampened by tears because "I 
never get an opportunity to go anywhere or do anything aid next 
year I'm going to tour Oregon and Washington State". The latter 
coming a little unexpectedly unless one stops to realize that there 
was much disappointment this year that her girl friends didn't 
invite her to make the jaunt to Las ^egas with them. But 
this morning everything was in the best of all kinds of worlds for 
during the night she must have dreamed of becoming another 
Cane River rendition of Mrs. Balfour Miller, what with her 
chairmanship of the impending October tour. Apparently 
my plan has already leaked prematurely and visions of bigger 
and better tours are already buzzing in her brain. Fortunately 
she doesn't stop to realize that all such efforts is going to sum u 
in greater numbers of pilgrims and so the dizzy whirl goes 'round a 
'round and one can but wonder at what gets it swirling and how it 
will pan out. 

Carolyn telephoned this morning to say that Delta Movies 
had altered her plans for returning to the Crescent City today 
and that she plans accompanying the v irector of the 
Shreveport office to B a ton Rouge on the morrow, returning to 
Texas the same night and will prob a bly spend the balance 
of the week in Shreveport, heading out for NewOrleans next 
Thursday or Friday. The James Pipes Registers who were probably 
counting on seeing their neighbor will be disappointed, I suppose, 
but I'm hoping that doesn't impell them to get headed out in 
this direction before Labor Day^week end has come and gone 
I think it, just as well, what with K a y's relatives living in New r 
anyway, that the bride and groom take a little while to settle down 
in their new apartment before they begin galavanting in 
any direction sinqe the establishment of a home ought to go far 
, in laying a domestic foundation, I should think, and I'm hoping the 

may do just that. 


t 


H 4 £> 
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aw Pat at breakfast. He said his trip down to 
Grand Valley had been uneventful and pleasant. 

had just returned from. 


Tuesday, August 83rd, 19 55 


, now 80, 

', having driven her own car alone 
She leaves next week on the liner United States, 

England, Scotland, Holland, Belgirum, Germany, Switzerland, Italy 
Spain and France. , 
thought se i 

sure she wasn't acquainted with anyone going at the time 
she was starting opt. Isn't it a pity Eugenia, her daugher, 
is an alcoholic and is forever marrying the, wrong kind 
of a man, for in the old days, she would have loved the European 
jaunt and it would have delighted her mother to have been able 
to have her daughter go with her. 

Celeste had a card from Juanita, saying that she is 
back from the Dakotas and Canada and is planning to bring 
her mother, Mrs. Anderson, over for a week's vist, arriving 
a week from today. Celeste asked me if I would entertain on 
Mond y since she is planning to head out for Baton Rouge for 
a frolic with the General's wife, leaving on Thursday and 
prob a bly returning her on Monday night. She will drop 
Madam Regard off at Mansura on her way South and will pick her 
up on her way b a ck. She said she planned to take up 
publicity and other details for the October pilgrimage 
as soon as Juanita returns to Conroe, probably on L a bor Bay. I 
should imagine that wouldn't be any too early to start giving 
some thought to the matter, at least trying to arrive on 
a date anyway. 

For lack of anything better to do, the mowing machine 
operators were taken out of the hay- fields this morning and 
set to work cutting more weeds along the fences, one result 
being that more of this year's gourd crop became exposed 
to the eyes of potential or prospective cotton pickers when 
they start to work a week hence. This means that I had better 
harvest some of the exposed fruit hanging on fences adjacent to 
the cotton patch. I am sorry to have to gather a couple 
of these items which J .should have preferred leaving until 
November to see what dimensions they might have attained, for 
at present in shape and size they suggest the classic rendition 
•S ercules' club, each of the two grouds being about 
4 feet in length, large at the end and tapering gradually as they 
approach the end attached to the vine. But these are enough 
a nd after another week or so, I shall suspend them from a rafter 
in the African House on the theory that gathering befor cotton tim 
is likely to produce some.thing, as opposed to nothing, from 


automobile trip to Missouri 


for a trip throug 


Belgirum 

and Pat wasn t sure although he 
was going with a conducted party but he was quite 

' I • .. J. .1 • J I • _ _ 4 * J • 


Memorandum : 

. , • . \ . it G. fit 

'0 . *. - • • "■ O * *'• - 1 

How nice to find your favor of the,19th-20th in 
today's post. Even as yesterday's mail numbered but one letter, — 
from Miss Myra,—so today's held but one, but, Lord, how 
wonderfully s atisfying it was. 

is. ... ... .. .V--;- e' 

It held a laugh in it, too, — o stiffled laugh, which 
came not from the writing but the reading, at the beginning 
of the first page and little did my secretary suspect with how 
much difficulty I maintained a dignified silence and bland facial 
expression. For instead of reading a name as you had written 
it, —a name quite unfamiliar to him, I am sure, he spoke, 
in such a fashion, as he read the paragraph , —directly from 
your lines, of a two Aay absence in the land of Rip van 
Wrinkle • That, you will agree, was putting a new winkle " into 
the Catskill country side and half a dozen times since his departure, 
I have been saying Rip vaq£frrinkle over to myself and can t think 
why it sounds so hilarious but somehow it does, probably from 


so near in thought, so remote in mileage. 

And I liked so much to read of the antics of your little feather 
friend. How nice for one party that the other didn t have a place 
for him. How much a part of our lives, a happy prt of our lives. 







1 
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such pets become ; Perhaps it is by staying put, as it were, that 
they tend t» maintain an evenness of spirit and in being just 
that, they supply us with an unfailing desire to greet them with 
e a ch new day, a feeling, alas, which cannot always be ascribed to 
people who range further afield. 

The Chairman of the autumnal tour leans more and more upon me 
for advise• I did not see her today as she was in the big road 
when I passed by for 9 o'clock coffee but she telephoned me 
this a fternoon, somehow conveying the impression that she 
constantly has a chip on her shoulder for* everyone except me, and 
I.am not so dumb as to supposethere can be any exceptions in her 
somewhat frantic approach to everything t ese days. Lestan 
Prudhomme's aunt who owns the house in town where Lestan spent his 
last years, has been-persuaded to put that house on the tour. It 
is a pretty house from the outside but not impressive inside. 

Celeste telephoned me to ask if I would 8ee the lady about 
getting the place in proper order for the pilgrimage if she would 
down here to consult with me. I told her I. would. 

I can already envsion being called on for the written material 
in the-pamphlet they propose getting.. out. There is something 
vaguely humorous in the fact that oldsters, so far as ancestral claims 
to a Natchitoches residence is concerned , are forever complaining if 
on outlander contributes anything to the welfare of the 
Parish but when it comes tb^jfounding up advice, information, etc., 
they always seem to have to turn to those very people who, 
according to their way of thinking, shouldn't really know anything 
about Natchitoches history of which, in reality, they themselves 
appear to know nothing and, of course, care lass. 

" i rj- ,xv,s , j i\ . oi\T ft> : ex 

Melrose and Beaufort are contributing their appearance on 
the tour to the good cause, —which is an effort to get moeny 
to continue furnishing the old Lemee House, while, on the 
other hand, Oakland has dickered to get 25 cents per head for each per 
on the tour stopping there. Lhe Alphonse Prudhommes, a lthough 
possessed of a pretty house, are poor and I can see their point, but 
I think it typically PrudhU^-esque , —penny wise and pound foolish, 
since the tour itself willl^erve more to be-get more post-pi'lgrimage 
people than the tour itself so that their demand for 25 cents a 
throtuuing the tour will rob them of the satisfact on of 
knowing they have made a generous gesture in behalf of an old 
house in town, so that the profits coming from post pilgrimage 
business will not be so sweet, or so I should think, but 
a Prudhomme point of view and mine would prob a bly never harmonize and 
so it is ridiculous for me to speculate on such-points. 

i • 

So things turn, and the weather continues hot and business 
is dull in the road running section and so things turn.,...* 


Wednesday, August 24th, 1955. 

■ ' ' ‘ v ' ' r \ .) ’ (• , l ' -. , . * . • v 
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Memorandum : 

How nice to find the copies of the Houston Chronicle 
in this morning's post. I am so glad to have these and 
again I thank you for being so thoughtful and so generous 
to me. 

A letter from Dora was the only other item in the 
post and I shudder in anticipation of an avalanche 
that will prob a bly strike the postman one of these days. 

And aside from the 1st class mail, the 2nd class has been 
dwaddling by the wayside, too. I have been bombarding the 
New rleans Library to send me stuff for the past couple 
of weeks but that organization must h a ve died or something, 
or gone on a vacation.which is practically the same thing 
so far as getting results is concerned. I am glad I did not 
send back the Proust opus when I finished it months back, and 
so now I am again re-reading it, and, as invariably 
h a ppens with most good books, I find oceans of stuff which 
I have read before but which I have failed toappreciate. 

•5 •->: : . iijs. . . i . 1 .1'. . . • . •••ci ■ . r. re.. 

. . A telephone from Marshall this morning had as its 

purpose the request thatl give a few moments to some Old 
Bonita problems one afternoon this week and at the same time 
drop into the Shrevep Qr t Time s office regarding the impending 
murals articled Tnowing yons truly as you do, you can readily 
imagine I received this call with something less than enthusiasm 
It was pointed out that there was no rush about a decision, and 
I broke in on that by saying that putting off what one doesn't 
want to do is Fool's Paradise and then atid there I allowed as 
how I would visit the Times office at 11 on Friday morning 
and then.run ou to Old ^onita if transportation would 
be provided for a return here by first dark. This was 
agreed to, and so I shall hop a ride with Pat on Friday, for he 
is going that way by car on Friday morning and while I have 
no doubt the outing will probably do me good, the greatest 
pleasure it will afrod is the realization that now that I 
shall have observed both the winter and summer problems 
of that d a b.of .Texas,.! may not feel. impelled 






From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7537 


Thursday, August 25th, 19 55. 


to break my routine again in that direction for ever so long, 
for flying about the countryside to one so accustomed to staying 
pat" induces a sort of fatigue which, although probably goo for 
me, is certainly something I don't crave, I believe the lady 
expects to pass this way enroute to New Orleans, stopping 
off long enough to get color shots similar to those in black aid 
white, the latter having turned out adv a nt a geously, I understand • 

a 

Our weather continues hot but seemed usually warm today 
because of the humidity which lingered on following a quarter 
inch rain this morning about 8:30# The,afternoon u/as clogged 
with pilgrims, most of them pretty dull and I didn t see 
four from California which one of my secretaries told me had 
stopped at the store at 9ne o'clock this noon, ^asking for me, * 

I suppose this may have been some of Irma and Farley 0 Brien s 
friends but that is only a guess, for it seems they mentioned som, 
thing of the sort last winter or spring, but as you have 
had all the correspondence from that quarter, you will 
recall it has sometime (been sometime) since last anything came 
through from off yonder, 

• , I 

The ladies were in t own this morning getting themselves made 
beautiful for,the frolic- of the impending week end, as they 
take off for the}r respective destinations tomorrow at 
dawning, I am told, I suppose I shall be dubbed Master of the Ho 
without a n y direct commission being handed to me in 
person • Perhaps the ladies will encounter J, H, on their way 
South as he is said to be in Orlando, Florida at the moment 
a nd returns on Thursday evening, and as the ladies will 
not return until Monday, everybody in that household 
is li'lely to be having a little vacation from each other over 
the week end, 

\ ■ : ■ - v • -v :• ■- 

Even as in business, so in the contacts with the outside 
world which I have, there are always surprises to be encountered 
in the personalities of people encountered, Today a Mr, and Mrs, 
Thurman, or some such name, appeared, unheralded from 
Baton Rouge, Mr, Thurman had gone to school with Stephen # 

I gave them a go-round but it was singing psalms to 
a departed mule, I think the high point came when the husband 
galled the wife's attention to a cluter of butterfly lilies 
a nd she reminded him stoutly, "You know perfectly 
well that I don't like flowers of a ny kind," Poor 
lady . poorer husband. .. 


Memorandum• 


I should pause, perhaps, to have a glass of Tender 
Leaf but I think I shall indulge myself in a little 
chit-chat with little Miss Lee first, for that is 
unfailingly exhilerating and, although Tender Leaf is 
passed off as .a stimulant, something tells me that in 
view of a crammed full day, it is going to provide me with a 
sedative when I get around to it, 

. 

The day has been hot and humid and, as sometimes 
happens, —a daily pattern in your own life, no doubt, it ha 3 
been one of those which has 3een me on the jump from 
5 this morning until 7:30 tonight. The length of the 
day doesn't get into my hair but sometimes I would welcome 
a pause between whatever is next immediately after whatever was 
just before, 

" lil i* 3 .V eb' 0 -;t0 AVj :a > .:Z\l6 15 ". <> 

The postman passed us by completely, so far as first 
class mail was concerned today but as I had telephone 
messages and other forms of greeting to be attended to, my 
go at this machine will be busy enough before I have 
the odds and, ends of the day wrapped up and set aside, 

C .> o, J V «“ - • r ' -4 

One unexpected pleasure was the arrival of some 
Natchitoches people who said they had stopped at Plantation 
Court last week end a nd when they had registered, a gentleman 
told them that he had a friend living in that Parish and 
said his name was Lionel Jeanmard and that his friend's name 
was yours truly. And when they left, he asked them if they 
would deliver a package to me on his. behalf and they allowed 
a s how they would and thus I came into possession of 
a bottle of fire water which I have already stored away 

in the armoir cftainst the next visit of one Lionel Jeanmard, 

' ' 

I wanted to 3pend some t ime this afternoon with a strong 
armed gardener of sorts, what with the slight chance I shall have 
any help from about this week end until Christmas time but 

lioi v vr; \ if 4 ud • ar. si 3 lit}#: . 


lMflK£r - - m — - 
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Friday, Agust 26th, 19 55. 


I had to break off at 2 to keep a» appointment and, thanks to 
the advantage of the lateness of the arrival of the pilgrims, 

1 was a ble to set the barber to work on my perruke 

under the big oak where the said barber could keep one eye on 

his clippers and the other on the gate. The thing came out 
perfectly as he pronounced his job completed on the hair cut at 
just the moment the pilgrims showed up. Clemence was waiting 
to see me but T sent her oi* her way until T finished with the 
tour, after which I scooted across the cotton patch to see 
some of her latest undertakings and before I got "sot", a 
messenger came racing across the fields to 3ay that trances 

Henry had come to pay me a visit, prior to taking off 

for Japan. And 30 ,the day buzzed and it was first dark 
before my last visitors had gone and I could incline 
myself in the direction of this machine. 

I am sorry that I was half asleep .last night when I 
heard a couple of programs which would have interested me, 
h d I been awake. One wa3 somebody doing a number „bout 
the Houston Air Base and the pushing of the Ambassador from 
India into a second class dining room because the director 
of the place thought him and his secretary a negro. The 
other was a symposium on odds and ends in which the national 
Boardcasting representatives in Washington were discussing 
various subjects. Earle Godwin had something to say about 
how picayune modern investigations appear in contrast to those 
of 20 years ago or so and he gaue one to understand that 
in spite of all the sound and fury, there really was nothing 
to a thing like the Dixon-Y a tes matter. Something tells me that 
a line group of Columbia reporters would not have come to 
the some conclusion, but somehow one expects the national 
to go on the assumption that everything is rosey, so far as 
big business is concerned. 

• 

The hull dog and the boxer, were waiting for me when 
supper time arrived tonight and I was glad to escort them 
home for their food in order that my cat and her four kittens 
might h a ve theirs in peace on the Yucca gallery a little later. 

I suppose the ladies in MansurTsLnd Baton Rouge must be in the 
7th eauen of delight, the Mansfmtljne being with pleasant, 
relaxed relatives and the other in the midst of whatever 
H a rper's Bazaar says i* the correct thing, even though 
the darling canines probably don t get aline in the Harper's 
m a nual of what is merely human in relation to 
dogs or people........ 


Memorandum : 

Our hot, humid weather contines without a cloud in 
the sky but the predicti-on -Jor Saturday and Sunday is for 
rain, which will delight none of the planters, all of 
whom seem to have determined on Monday as the magical 

date for inaugurating the cotton picking season. 

. 

According to the Weather Bureau, a tiny tropical storm 
is moving in a northwesterly direction from New Orleans 
where it is now raining with every liklihood that this section 
of the State will be catching it during the next 46 
hours. 

At breakfast, T wa3 mildly surprised to learn that Pat, 
who had invited me to make it with him to Shreveport, had 
changed his plans, forgetting to advi3e me, and had departed 
a t 4:30 by plane for Natchez, Mi3S. This caused a dab of make¬ 
shift plans to be ushered forth on my part but I made it 
alright, and stopping off in town long enough for a cup of 
coffee with Rosalind who looked much better than the last 
time I saw her. She said 3he was just back from a stay in 
the Mother Cabrani Hospital in Alexandria. She said nerves 
were the reason for ■. her hospitalization. 

I made Shreveport by 11 where Carolyn met me and 
instead of going to Marshall, we took o lateral road which 
landed us at Old Bonita a bout noon • The orads taken were mostly 
gravel or black top and led through the little town of Karnack, - 
a little larger than, 3ay, Melrose. It is one of those semi- 
feudal places that still survive in Texas, Karnak being 
on the border between Texas and Louisiana. Why I mention the 
place is because the feudal lord is T. J. Taylor who is none othe 
than the father-in-law of Linden Johnson. T. J. Taylor 
blandly claims he owns fourty thousand across of land and 
eighty thousand "niggers". His business house, a <2 or 3 
story brick building has p big sign printed across it : 

V deal in everything . T. J. Taylor". 

K '' 

Hi s mansion is. two or tliree miles afay from the 

hub of Karnak, nes.tJ.jjig in a big .grove of frees wh.Ni cut off 
th view oj the house. It 13 scic the colored folks on the place 
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Sunday, August 28th, 1955. 


exchange a mild form of serf status for the protection T. J. Taylc 
provides for them, although how beneolent he is in financial 
dealings with them , is anybody's guess, I wanted to mention 
this matter to you, thinking that as a back-drop, it might make 
it a little more interesting when running across Linden Johnson's 
name in the press. 

At Old D onita, we had lunch after making a survey of some 
of thefarm pbblems, —where fences should be placed, etc,, 
s against futuer 3 hrub planting, etc,, and then sat and chatted 
for a while with Carolyn's mother who had driven out from 
Marshall to say Howdy, I was astonished that this lady in 
her mid 80's and so crippled as to require a cane to 
get a bout on foot, should be driving her own car and all by hersel 

After her departure for Marshall, we drove by back roads, —i 
7 or 8 miles by such routes, to Jefferson, Texas, I wa3 glad 
to have this glimpse of the place and found it a lovely place, 
distinctly more in the Louisiana than the Texas manner, I 
did not want to meet any of my acquaintances living there, for 
that would mean getting bogged down in chatter, and so 
we drove about the place, viewing some lovely old mansions, rather 
less decorative than some of the Hatches ones but wonderfully 
ppealing in their simplicity and substantial claccism, 

1 also saw the private pullman car of .old Jay Gould which 
the town recently acquired and has taken under its wing as a 
sort of small museum. It was J.ay Gould who intentionally wrecked 
the .civic center of Jefferson, so lo gically the dominant 
urb a n .center of the region, by discarding his original plans to 
have the railroad run through the place, re-arranging 
things so that instead of crossing at Jefferson, the 
Pail lines would converge at Dallas, so that Jefferson's 
population slumped from 20,000 to 2,000 sad while Dallas 
jumped from about 2,000 to a quarter of a million, 

•it jj 

efore sun down, we were b a ck at Old onita to take a survey 
the far b a nk of Storm Lake where 3ome planting is to be done 
for reflections along the margin of the lake and the hour was goo c 
f,or SMch .observations, what with sunset reflections being 
strong enough to be readily seen, and by first dark we were headet 
back toward the Cane,**iver country again and, frankly, I'm glad 
to be at Yucca again, glad to have seen what the day had to 
set forth but delighted I wont have to do that chasing again 
this year, J, H, got b a ck from Orlando, Florida and Celeste 
remains in Baton Rouge, playing cards in the rain, I suppose, 
with e a ch man to his taste, as nearly a s possible, and I delightei 
that I can now stay put,,,,. 





Memorandum : 

I jot down the date line and gasp as I realise 
in so doing, how fast summer is running out, 

I have a feeling .that next week end, in spite of 
all the Labor D a y galavanting by the World and His Wife, 
will scarcely be more busy than was this one. 

Fortunately a r^.in on Saturday afternoon dis¬ 
couraged a few people and that was a help ^f or it 
enabled one .to get some work doiie without interruption, 
Carolyn took pictures in.color of each of the four corners 
in the mural section, plus the medallion. And after 
that was accomplished, each separate panel was protographde 
m color. It doesn t sound like much work but it does 
represent quite a lot, not only on the part of the 
photographer but on the property man as well, what with 
all the pushing about and .moving of furniture, 
getting the windows properly draped in order to filter 
. iiyat to the proper degree, elevating benches to 
the point where their coral tinted sufrace will get into 
the line paralleling the .gray shelf below the individual 
panel, etc,, etc, And then repeating the thing 
a d° 2 * n times or more as the concentration shifts 
from one composition to another, 

.After supper, we passed by the artist's house 
to leave some boards on which the Hirshes, who were 
here three or fourweeks ago, wanted to have painted. 
Fortunately Clemence was sighzed coming along the 
, r oad to her house from her daughter's cabin a little 
further up the road. Once glass at the figure silhouetted 
against the dripping evening sky was sufficient to tell 
me that ti would be better to keep the Jtoards until 
another d a y, for I could tell my the w a y the 
a rms were swinging that the artist was feeling exhilerated 
and that probably Sometime during the past hour or two 
she had visited the local honkey-tonk and invested 
in a d a i of wet groceries. But her. tell-tale arms 
resumed their normally sedate posture when she came 
into contact with visitors nad it was obvious that 

she had taken w a s mucfy less effective than 
that which had beentaken by her helper whm T discovered 
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resting his eyes in the swing on the front gallery 

of the artist"s cabin, We had a pleasant little chat and 

the lady 8aid she would pass by Yucca in the morning. 

That suited me and, in accordance with her promise, 
she was up and doing at 7 this morning, and took the 
boards home with her, The reason 1 did not want to leave 
them Saturday night was based on the fact that in her 
enthusiasm to paint, doubled by thttinspi rational impulse 
induced by the s timulant, she undoubtedly would have fallen 
to work on the paintings, painting slap through the night, 
nd the results might have been wonderful or wonderfully 
dubious, 

We had such a pleasant dinner across the fence this 
noon, J, H, being in his usual good form and no one present 
but Pat, Carolyn, Johhn Wenk, J, H, and I, —the ladies being 
still on their frolic, J, H • got to recalling some of his 
a round the world adventures and kept us all laughing, I 
had hoped to get a heap oj work done during the afternoon 
but had to put off mo3t of the fixing .and re-fixing of 
a rticles until to night, for although I turned thumbs down 
on unknown pilgrims, I still had my afternoon thoroughly 
gummed up by friends, such as the Rands and the Blanchards 
from Alexandria, the Aga^ellas from Natchitoches, the 
Sholder 3 from Shreveport and so on and so forth, I 
think I 3hall be able to go to sleep readily enough 
when bed time arrives, 

I dont recall if I mentioned in Friday's memo that I 
had the good luck to stumble over the "Conversation" program 
on Thursday night at 9:30 on an NBC Denver station, 

Clifton Fadiman had as his guests one Fay Emerson, Allister C»ok 
and a gentleman whose name I did not catch, I assume this may 
h a ve been a re-braodcast of a braodcast probably originating 
in New York at some other hour, I found it an enter¬ 
taining item and am hoping you may be lucky enough to to 
sample this series at some convenient hour, too, 

• 

Cotton picking is supposed to start on the morrow and perhaps 
it will, for the moon rides high in a cloudless sky tonight, T^ut 
there seems to be no dew and that often indicates showers 
in the offing Be that as it may, "cotton time" is just in 
the offing and g n y times at the honkey-tonk are bound to be 
justaround the corner as easy money begins trickling from the 
cotton, rows, 

I'm hoping it was comparatively quiet at Lyme and 

that little Miss Lee had an opportunity to do heaps pf . . 

relaxing against the impending week before the holiday week end,,. 
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Monday, August 29th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

And today was to be the first of cotton picking, but— 
there were , "widely scattered showers" and the prediction 
is for the same sort of thing on the morrow in spite of 
the fact that tonight's moon is big and round and lovely. 

Before breakfast that Marshall woman got off 
to an early start a nd I got on with half a dozen odds and 
ends which I had put off from day, to day for almost 
a week straight. It was good to h a ve a restored routine 
a nd Labor Day looms large as a promise that once it has 
been achieved, we shall be jogging along even better in 
an accustomed a ntumn, winter and spring trailway. 

Today's post wasn't much, —the Weeks Hall 
post card is so much a transcript of others in the same 
h a hd. The Peterson letter isn't much either escept that 
it made me laugh when she remarked upon my poor 
physical appearance, slap on the heels of two or three 
people such as Ora, Dr, Knipmeyer and so on who h q ve been 
remarking how full of health I appear to be, due in 
large measure, I suppose, to the fact that I have recently 
t a ken off a few poynds while I find myself hoping I can 
difiest myself of at least 50 more, . 


Juani 
They came 
Juanita 's 
things imp 
that regio 
night, as 
for the be 
the reason 
operators 
money duri 
snow swept 


ta and her mother arrived a bout 4 this afternoon, 
over to see me at 5 and we chatted a bout 
jaunt into the Dakota's, etc, where, among other 
ressing her was the fact that motels in 
n usually charge from ten to twenty dollars a 
opposed to an average of about five dollars 
st motels in this region. She says 
is based oh the fact that the 
of the institutions have to get all their 
ng the summer months as no one travels in those 
reaches in winter,. 


Before supper, we took a little walk in the gardens, 
her mother ranging farther afield than we, Juanita 
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said she had been astonished at performances next door, 
for it seems that her car and Celeste 's a rrived here at 
a bout the same time and the ladies from this side of the fence 
went over to say Howdy but found themselves in a 
tempest in a tea pot. Celeste, on going through the kitchen, 
hqd bumped her knee on a little stool and hit the ceiling 
a s a result, denouncing J. H. for not caring if she 
h a d been "wounded" or not and generally seeming to forget that 
Juanita and Mrs. Anderson were present. She said Celeste 
explained that she is simply worn out, haviiig had no vaction 
in so long, etc., etc, —an old tune which seems to 
be harped on more constantly than usual this season. 
ill At supper, J. H., coming in a little after we had 
begun, was laughing to Juanita about Celeste having 
stubbed her toe. Jt must be that this ability on his 
part to laugh at these episodes of ever increasing in¬ 
tensity, that makes it possible for him to put up with them. 

v 

t, 

• Dan came down for supper but merely said "How do you do" i 

Juanita and her mother, —only that and not a single 

solitary word during supper, making everything perfectly 

delightful. As we left the summer dining room, 

the others having gone before, Juanita remarked that 

it is truly remarkable that two such cases as Celeste and 

Dan can be functioning at the.same time, each on opposite 


Tuesday, August 30th, 19 55. 


sides of the fence and I must 


that she seems 


right. 


I got around to read a page or.two from a new book before 
folding up my beard last night. It really isn' 1 a new book, 
except for me, being Carson s "The Country Store, which, as 
i is published by one of the University Presses, - Oxford, 

I think, was probably a thesis at the be ginning. 

Be that as it may, the a uthor seems to have started 

developing his subject interestingly and I think I am going 

to enjoy the book. The Preface remarks that just as 

the country lawyer, oountry parson, country school teacher, 

all had a unique place in the expanding cross road communities 

of an expanding America, so, toe, did the country store, where 

people living remotely, had their opportunity there to 

contact their neighbors and catch a glimpse now and then of the ret 

of the world through the news and social centers which the 

country stores were •• I shall probably refer to the volume a $ain 

before D have finished with it. 

t 

And ow for some mail and thence to the Tender Leaf 
Department, a nd it will be wonderful when iced, for the day 
has been unusually humid...... 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find a letter in a familiar hand. How marvelous 
to know that as of Saturday last past you had such a break. 

• 

I con particularly impressed by what you had to say regarding 
the hurly-burly of the past year and the pandemoniaum scheduled 
for the impending month. I can think of so many good 
reasons for one wearing himself out for a cause, --any cause which 
seems terribly important to the wearer-outer. But I am 
tremendously opposed to anyone waring himself out for anything 
less than a cause and doubly so when that anything el 3 e 
probably means nothing more than unknown stock holders receiving 
fat dividends while the worker doesn't receive a fraction 
of the earning which by every right should be his. 

» 

I take it as a matter of course that a business organisation 
that is so geared up as to wear out its best people for 
the mere extra dividend for the stock holders should something 
both x utiethical and iiihuman and ultimately bad business. 

Lots of people, like myself, for instqnce, so dislike change 
in business connections that they will put up with impossibilities 
far longer than any other reason would excuse. It would be 
so wonderful, butjprob a bly so impossible t if the powers 
that run the show could realise that they would be doing the 
business such a distinct service if they would but conserve 
the strength and^good will of their best employees but 
that is probably something reserved for Heaven only 9 I 
urge y ou with all my heart to get out from.under such pressure 
entirely by dis-associating yourself with the organisation if 
those in control cannot be made to see that they have exceeded the 
limit in demanding the bjast ounce of strength..und vitality. 

organisation, like the big industrial plants of the 
188 O'a and 189Q’s 7 will rock right along after all its 
present staff have been killed offI pray you not to 
let the "system" do its evil work on you before you . 
either force a lightening of the burden orwithdrawing completely. 

••• 

I am so appreciative of the splendid pen sketch you painted 










in tnis house 
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concerning the alteration and disappearance of familiar land¬ 
marks in Manhattan, I had not heard about_the demolition of 
the Helen Gould Shepard mansion. How odd Fifth Avenune 
must seem at Easter time without the windows boxeses of 
blue and of pink hyacinthes, I am glad Grand Central is not to 
be torn down and in a way I regret the impending disappearance 
of Pennsylvania station, there is something so vast and so grand 
bout its spaces • I believe it was modeled along lines 
of the baths of Caraculla and I suppose the station s main 
waiting room or concourse was among the larger rooms in America, 

I shall always h a ve a tender feeling for the station, too, because 
of a temporary farewell made there some 1 6 years ago • 

And may I thank you for that delicious paraphrase from 
the child's rendition of the Lord's Prayer : - "Lead us 
notinto the Pennsylvania Station", Somehow it goes so nicely 
A&nng side others we have loved such as 

"The man was in the garden, hanging up clothes, ^ 

And along came a blackbird and snipped his nose slap off, 

And thanks, too, for giving me some notion as to which part 
of Connecticut got the big flood, I'm so glad Quantness is 
not in that section. 

On the local scene, the coffee hour was all radiance and 
peace and endless enthusiasm over the impending tour, o, H, said 
he approvaed of expenditures for new slip covers in the big house,— 
the last thing I should have ever asked but Celeste thought 
that the most important thing and it's nice to know she was 
sufficiently interested to think of ctiything and that J, H, 
liked the idea of joining hands to gain money to preserve the 
old Lemee house, 

There was some very garbled talk, ^^intenti onally so, Juanita an 
I thought, about domestic matters in Baton Rou e. After the 
junior S, G,'s left the parental roof the other evening to return 
to their own nearby home with their one year old daughter, 
the General's wife threw herself on to Celeste's shoulder and 
wept __a novel experience for Celeste, I must say, since 
she ls~usually the one putting on such acts, Juanita and I 
gathered that mother and daughter-inrlawhave struck a snag 
in their relations, > Juanita and I had been expecting this since 
S, G, junior, selected a wife for himself, for Madam General 
is the type who must always give orders and in consequence, some 
sort of a flare-up might well have been expected long ere this. 


Wednesday, August Zlst, 19 55. 




It driznXed 
indifferent cot 


rain all 
ton crop, 
thanks to 


what the postman had to bring,,,, 


ng for an 


Memorandums 

And so August comes to a close, the dampest in memory 
in these parts, —and probably in New England, too, 

* 

We were promised clearing weather this afternoon but 
it rained instead. It is said Alexandria got three and a half 
inches but we got only about half that, thank Heavens, what 
with the early cotton already showing signs of rotting 
in the bolls, * But we are promised lots of dry heat for the 
morrow so perhaps September will make its bown under more 
favorable auspices , 

This morning the postman carried away my letter to 
Bob Segeleau, asking about the Melrose, film and its 

availability for tour propaganda, I was surprised when I 
glanced over the mail that had come in and discovered that 
the same postman had brought me a letter from Bob, as en¬ 
closed, indicating that he is taking up his residence, I 
assume permanently, in New York, I laughed in my beard 
when I pondered on one point, —that Patty and the baby are 
remaining in the Crescent City while the Clemence primitives are 
traveling with Bob to Manhattan, It goes without 
saying that if yeu should ever have any occassion whatsoever to 
contact Bob during his Manhattan stay, —does one assume it is 
to be a permanent move, —you will do so, using my name since 
basically we all of us have mutual friends and mutal enthusasims, 

• . ; u , \ .. v . , _ 

The letter from Roberta Church was an unexpected pleasure, 

I shall drop a line to the laciy whose address she supplied. 

It would seem that my contacts in the political field through 
Harry Ch a lkly produce results in one instance at least and 
I 3hall not hesitate using the same approach again if necessary, 
although I am always hoping that I may avoid that method 
since I tend to frown on political pressure for a Congressional 
Library matter unless the political means is proven to be the 
only one bringing .f.anth results, I am forever hoping, however. 




V 
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Ttiursday, September 1st, 19 55. 


that some such person as Miss Church mentions may supply me with 
flock of particulars I should like to know something about 
although my letters will naturally be couched in such a manner 
as to permit their circulation generally and I cannot expect a 
person holding a Congressional Library job to speak very 
frankly on points I my raise, since that person must of necessity 
keep in mind his own job and of course doemn t know how 
confidential anything written to an unknown correspondent m ight 
be haOdlMiuday work was resumed on the Melrose-Berumda road but 
came to an abrupt halt again when the rains came yesterday and did 
not resume today when the rains continued, It is said 
the contractors are losing money on the contract and accordingly 
ren't at all enthusastic about anything that has to be done from here 
on out and there appears much to be done, „ 

One of the twists given vegetation this year because of an un¬ 
heard of March 27th freeze and ample rains in August is the present 
condition of the canas, Usual. ly they are at their best 
in April and May, This year it's going to be late 
August and September, for only now are they attaining a height 
of from 6 to 8 feet and the effect is arresting in view of 
the presence of so many of the other flowers which usually 
don ' \t have to worry about playing second fiddle to canas 
around Labor Lay, &ut this year the crepe myrtles and butterfly 
lilies and the uernsey lilies, uyiusually beautiful, are possessed 
of a rival in the cana section, the net result being that the 
gardens never looked so lovely. 

Last night a stiff breeze tended to tear a section of 
the Cane “iver §oblin, now faded almost to the vanishing point, and 
so I moved it inside today, hanging it here in my boudoir 
just behind my desk where it looks shadowy and lovely, 

I read a couple more pages from Carson's "Old Country Store" 
gain last night and am looking forward to doing the same 
a gain tonight, eventually, when a few letters have been 
disposed of, 

A party was in progress across the fence this afternoon 
so I assume everything over that way is as lovely and darling 
as it could possibly be, and even this morning, all was sweetness 
a nd light at the prospect of the October 15th tour # How hot, how 
c.old that scatter-brain can blow,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

Sumer has returned but somehow it has a quality about it 
that's like a sunshiney day in Spring in which man glories in gratitude 
for the happiness sufficient unto the day but somehow feels instinctively 

th&t more showers are in the offing, 

% 

And today came the familiar sound from the direction of the gin 
as the first bales of cotton bounced from the press, I suppose 
these must be made up of cotton picked sometime last week and held 
against today, since nobody in this region could have done much picking 
this week, 

** .iWV- & '> . 0 V' : f' 

And'there was another sound, seeming to come from four different 
directions to the four people with whom I have spoken about it. 

The hour was 11:10 this morning when something between a dull thud 
a iid an explosion shook Yucca, rattling the glass and china on the 
shelves here by my window, I thought it came from a Northerly 
direction. The clerk thought it came from the South, John Wenk 
through it came from the Montrose Hills to the Vest, Clemence 
thought it came from the East, off Montgomery way, I suppose it 
may have been a jet plane, breaking the sound barrier, whatever that 
implies and yet nobody noticed a plane and the sound was of but a 
single boom and no repeats, «. 

I can readily understand the position of the New Iberia citizens 
opposing the establishment of a jet base in that city. Frankly, I 
think the Army should establish such centers in comparatively un¬ 
populated areas, such as Camp Polk in the Leesville area, 3ome 50 miles 
West of here, but I'm glad there are no fields nearer than Alexandria, 
for we get enough of their racket, what yith being on the bee line 
between those bases and Barksdale Field in the Shreveport area. 

Carmen Breazeale telephoned me at 8 this morning to say she had 
*just received an air mail letter from the advertising unit of • 

Esso, expressing their delight at the general character of 
the Melrose photographs submitted to them for possible use in 
a map Esso is getting out on Louisiana, —and possibly Arkansas, 

It isn't clear to me just how this sketch it to be used 
in connection with the map for although the photostat she received 
is about 12 by 24 inches, I assume this will be reduced for the map 


t 
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nrintpd. There seems to be quite a text - bout Melrose, however, 
rwmi P n9 V’ro'ughiZ or Uree paragraphs, and I can'* see »«« -»«» 
could be used on a map or in connection with a sketch assuming the 

sketch is to be tiny. 

Carmen wanted to run through the text with me to see if it »°8 
correct in all particulars and I was glad she did so, since there 
a couple of minor phrases that could be inserted, such as where 

"bv aDDointment only" where Melrose is mentioned as being a place where 
p&aZs aTe realis'd bg an ex-patriatei Tr.» c/mon, ~*»y appointment 
only" fitting in very neatly along about there. 

In view of the wide distribution Esso maps enjoy, I suppose 
the presence of Melrose on it may call forth all sorts ofproblems but 

a# the same time it m a y impress some of the H enrys d*another 

nlace that lots of people are interested in and therefore lend another 
measure of weight to the saving of the place which poised so perilous y 
on the brink of destruction a half dozen years back. 

It was good hearing from Helen who certainly tosses off 
a n entertaining letter usually. J think the one enclosed is a fine 
example. I smiled to myself when I, read her line about 

to naote^any response on my part to an earlier inquiry she had made abou 
me week-ending in Waco. It certanly is kind of her to he so 
thoughtful n bout transportation but it goes without saying I ra 
not dreaming about streaming across Texas for a week end. 

imost to venture merely across the border for a dqy in the ^rshall 
direction. Come to think of it, I guess Helen didn t say anything 
bout Carolyn making the jaunt . I m wondering if those gals 
lave actually drifted fu ther apart, for it did seem to me they were 
definitely heading into such a situation a year or so ago. Well, 

I'm not going to *aco, not unless they move Waco a heap closer to e 

Louisiana line than it is today. 

And, of course, it was good hearing from Dora, and how sweet 
of him to suggest 1 get "surveyed” for some new clothes. I shall 
Donder a bit on how I phrase my response to that request J or 
P frankly I have so many clothes now, I know not what to do with them, 
nd the kind that he selects for me, by and large, may I say, are 
of a hue and cut not at all suited to my personality as I see it. 

It does seem to be such a regrettable situation when I should be so deli, 
to help him dispense a d a b of charity in the form of money but be-moan 
the move on his part to put a stack of money in clothing which 1 
a m bound in the end to give away. 

With the ending of the dir plane dusting assaults for this year, 
the vines of the gourds are beginning to sag with newly formed fruiT: 
so that it would seem that crop, if not the cotton and pecane, will 

be a bumper...... 


Friday, September 2nd, 19 55. * 


Memorandum j 

• • ■ • ■ ^ . li'4* V • * » \ •? 1 - s.' X 

A lovely cloudless day, with a low last night, surprisingly 
enough, of 64, following a day of 90 degrees and it, in turned, 
followed by a similar thermometer reading. It is such a 
pleasant feeling, wanting to re a ch for a sheet before dawn. 

That Marshall woman telephoned from Shreveport this^noon, 

3aying the movie people had bogged her down all week so that the 
articles for the newspapers had not be put in final form until 
l a st night. She asked if she.might drop by with them tonight, 
run through them quickly and then dash back to Shreveport for 
a n early.morning conference. I said I coulo stand.it if she could. 

It seems the whole crowd moves on Baton Rouge on Tuesday 
for a week or. so and this is about the only time the checking 
n g a in3t the final drafts of the articles for the newspapers 
could be gone over. Personally, I am as glad that there was 
a delay since the first or second Sunday after L a bor Day ought 
to find more readers than the week end when everyone is running 
up and.down the big road. 

And so the articles.will be corrected tonight and 
typed over Sunday and Monday when the prints will also be finished up, 
a nd the whole business will go forward to the several Editors 
on Tuesday morning so that they may find a place either ih~ 
the Feature Sections a week from Sunday or the following one. 

I am hoping the week or two in Baton Rouge will en a ^^Khe 
gal to slide down to Hew Orleans for a personal enc ounter with Mr. Ogden 

of the Times Picayune for I am under the impression that he is so 

much in a quandary about primitive art that it will take seme 
face-to-face salesmanship to get the thing into the Dixie-Roto 

section, o ,, . . . » 

, I am also preparing some radio announcements for Natchitocyes, 
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Alexandria» Shreveport and New rleans stations for release about a 
or two before the newspaper articles are scheduled to appear. This 
will be a short d a b of spot news, something to the effect that 
Mayor Frank Keys of Natchitoches, Dr, King R a nd of Alexandria and 
Major General Stephen G, Henry of Baton Rouge will be the 
chief speakers at the dedication of the murals of plantation 
life in Louisiana, scheduled for unveiling tomorrow , and 
boinq on to mention Clemence as the artist and so on. Perhaps 
I shall use the name of Dr. John Kyser of Northwestern as 
„nong the participating guests in the dedic a tory ceremonies, and, 

11 the gentlemen above will undoubtedly be surprised iphen, if they 


day 


n-L-L ye I* U ~ --- 

do, hear their names rattled off over the air, 

I got around to read a few more pages from 

.. & . . _ . i i i r> It 'i ~ -t- 


opus, n Where Main Street Meets the River last night 
like Harnett Kane's way of telling 


the Hodding Carter 
and 

a story, found it altogether 

readable, But somehow there was an element of the Kane touch in 
the factual aspects of the tale, worrisome only, I.suppose, to 
those who know something about the Carter menage, and not at all 
disturbing, I suppose, if one were not • For example, as a story, 
it sounds very exciting to read that in 1932, the newly wed Carters 
were down to their last five dollars in Hammond, La,, where his 
people lived and where the newly weds were running a newspaper, and 
how they headed out to spend the week nd in New Orleans, stopped 
at the gambling casiono at Southport en route to the Crescent City 
nd won four hundred dollars so that theywere able to go on 
with their newspaper at the conclusion of the week end • Of course 
the author doesn't explain that the btides parents were domiciled 
in New rleans and were millionaires, for naturally the last five 
dollars wouldn't have made half so good a story if one had m mind that 
a million other bank notes of the same denomiation could be drawn 


on from mama 

e wuldn t 

UH 


knew 
tr. 


s little pile, I could be wrong f but somehow I think 
be half so concerned about a man s 


the man's father-in-law was operating a 


last crust of bread if 
b a kery just around the 


can 


Across the fence everything continues to appear as lovely as 
be. Much more was spilled at coffee about the definitee mother- 
in-law problem that has arisen in the respective households of the 
S. G.'s and S, G, Jurs,, which wa9' to have been expected a long time b a ck 
what with themother-in-law being distinctively on or distinctly on 
the dictatorial side. And so the week runs out a.nd the prolonged 
week end begins. I shall be thinking of little Miss Leee so often and 
wondering what 
then, I hope.. 


she is up to, —getting a little breather now and 
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Sunday, September 4th, 1955, 


Memorandumi 

t 

How nice to find your Wednesday envelope in Saturday's 

post. 

And thanks for giving me a picture of the dreadful doings 
over at the Madison of which I had heard not a peep. 

Columbia, so much s inclined to devote their services to international 
matters, must assume that local newspapers carry local 
particulars that I seldom hear anything of New York domestic 
doings on t at system. The National, over Des Moines 
isn't quite so exhaustive in its international news and probably 
reported the lady on the window ledge but I have been missing 
the 10 o'clock broadcasts from Iowa lately and that accounts for 
the news value of your report, 

And thanks much for the clipping which informaed me so 
much about what is cooking in the Grand Central region, and while 
writing the word. Grand Central, I wanted to ask about the news 
reel theatre you r eferred to as attending recently in that area. I 
am wondering if it is located in the station, which I should think 
would be an excellent idea or is it somewhere in the immediate 
neighbor ood. 

» 

A/id I an delighted to have the Invitation to Learning 
publication. The list of the books is so helpful and at the 
sayie time, I am glad to have the complete names o some 
of the people appearing with friend Bryson, as I have had in mind to 
write one or two of them, I shall never cease being amazed 
at the way little Miss Lee is forever anticipating the Lestan 
needs. 

% 

1 

Thus far, the Labor.Day week end has been inordinately 
quiet, with ne'er a pilgrim on Saturday and only a North C a rolina 
couple today , The latter had been to Clemence 's house where they 
had invested in a picture and she had sent them over here to 
observe the murals, 

O . A. Ju • • • ' • > J 

And speaking of the later reminds me that Carolyn finally 
<. m a de it after moon-up on Friday night and we fixed up a 
couple of manuscripts and decided upon which pictures to use 
for different papers . She took off before sun-up on 
Saturday morning and I suppose is printing up the pictures and re¬ 
typing the articles this week end, probably at Old b 0 nita 9 I 
shppose the articles will go into Tuesday's post from Marshall or Baton 
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Monday, September 5th, 1§55 


the eye, A few minutes later, Clemence came, saying nothing 
a bout her helper's condition but talking much about her enchantr 
with the North Carolinians and handing me a bottle of gin 
which she said Madam Rand, dropping by her house, had sent to 
me. If this follows the usual patter, the Rands will be at the 
camp on the morrow, having people, with them whom they 
will bring over here, 

I got an opportunity to do a bit of Saturday night 
reading which I devoted to the Carter opus. In speaking of 
the excellent assistants he had while working in Washington 
during the war, he mentioned William R, Hog a n, that gentleman 
from Tulane, who wrote Miss Cammie the poison letter about me 
concerning the William Johnson di a ry, ,1 must say I 
think Carter knows how to write, and especially what not to 
put in, I so wish I could persuade Anne Parrish to do the 
same sort of thing that Carter, Percy and Saxon did and I think 
I shall lay down anot er barrage in that direction on the 
morrow. 

And as for the morrow, it will be a holiday for the mail 
riders and so there will be neither in-coming,or out-going 
post, I shall accordingly hold this memo and attach it to 
tomorrow's. 


Memorandum 


rerjecu weaufier Jor a holiday, --with a thin 
cloud coverage that kept the thermometer in the mid 80's 
enabled the cotton pickers, to fill up their sacks without 
getting to fagged out by the heat m 

} iH?, ddl p V en % U9h 1 had but a couple of sets of pilgrims, 
hailing from Texas, Perhaps it's the first of three pour 
ar on the new black top which is discouraging pilgrims, 
the reason, my day was comparatively free so that I could 
on gardening and I welcomed the opportunity, 

* (•• • •• I • pc » ' , ' r . . • 

C0 / fe 'L h °, Ur 1 ■ found both ladies at home, marvt 
hi e/ t 6 ' a ' ld in a gay frame of mind. This may 

the d rL+°f° r ^°3t of Which for Celeste i 
V +1 tUat at tbe L ambre camp where friend Postell wou J 
spent * Ue summer, had he not been in Formosa, a picnic 
wa,3 scheduled for afternoon and evening and Celeste was gc 

u* t el T> i,Vere J i aU U * vitation ne which I was glad to d eel 
Madam R gard was planning to spend an afternoon at home oJ 
l h t e Perhaps accounted for her gaiety f since she likes the 
*°t is hers when alone, I am beginning to wonder if 
an effect may have been produced on Celeste when the Gener 

, 0 ! 1 her ■ l s J l ° ulder last w eek, theexperience of havi 
other than herself doing the weeping must have been so 

IVba 1 tev l r . i Ue reason, g a y she is and I make the 
most of it while it lasts which Drobnblu win nn+. h* 7^ 


Thus far the local weather has been wonderful for a holiday, 
only partly cloudy and although amply warm, still sufficiently 
mild to be altogether pleasant. It is LyXe's birthday, and well 
do I recall this 4th of September in 1958 when Christian and I 
were spending our first week end here and incidentally helping 
Lyle to celebrate his birthday, It was wonderfully hot 
that week end but there was lots of cracked ice and more fire 
water than anybody, could manage, I shall always marvel at 
the sensation I experienced when leaving on the following day, Lyle 
having returned to New Orleans at 5 a,m,, and Mrs, Moore, Christian 
a ;!d I leaving just after dinner, I loved the place and although 
there wasn't the slightest shred of reason for me feeling so, I in¬ 
stinctively felt that that initial visit was but the prelude to other 
in spite of the fact ^ hat I hadn't th^ slightest notion as to 
how a return trip ever be engineered or when ........ . 
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wherein he recounts the purcahse of the Carter summer home 

in Maine in 1945 from Mrs. Zimbalist, daughter or widow of 

Edward Bok. The author describes the place as wonderful or 

words to that effect One reason for buying the estate was 

because Carter thought he might lose his sight and it would 

be a comfortable retreat whenre he could dictate books, since 

in 1945 it appeared he would lose control of his Greevi'lle, Miss,, 

newspaper, making it impossible to live in that city. But 

in an earlier chapter, without mentioning Maine, Mr. Carter 

had explained how a hundred and four thousand dollars had been borrow 

eventually and the paper saved. Perhaps because I have read 

the book as carefully as & might have, but be that as it may, it 

does seem odd that -faced with the possible loss of both eyes and 

one's newspaper, one blandly goes out and purcahses an 

ancient estate with mansion. In the latter purcahse, I suspect the 

Wurline millions must have figured somewhere in the background but 

7 io peep has ever been made of the Wurline* And its absence doesn 

detract from one's interest in the book, in fact the book is 

more exciting as it spings out the successful act of a couple 

pulling themselves up by their boot straps, but I cannot help 

thinking that the way the money angle in the Carter career has 

been handled, while making for entertaining and more exciting 

reading, does not present to true a picture. 


Tuesday, September 6th, 2955* 


. » 

iMv,; 


I was sorry to learn in your recent letter that you were unable 
to tuen in on Ed. Morrow's return. I, too, missed the opening 
remarks but about half through the broadcast, he remarked that 
people contending with manual labor probably found a flock of the 
finer points in foreign relations less vital than their 
immediate problems and while he was trying to operate a bull- 
doozer on rough ground and driving a tractor in smoothing off 
the land, he, too, readily found himself concentrating on 
those immediate concerns rather than more remote matters, 

I liked the Morrow quotation from Shakespeare tonight, apropos 
to returning week end travelers : 

"At home I am better," 

• ' ' . 4 i • " 

Clemence came to see me today, obviously itching to set her 
hand to a larger canva 3 than the conventional size on which she has 
been working since the African House murals were finished . 

She saidt ”l sure likes to make them big pictures",and 
there was undoubtedly a hint in her casual observation, seemingly cas 
for she knows I have two or three large boards and probably 
pretty evenly balanced in her mind is the desire to have a go at 

{iSZeVtflLZr. Slf d r fW. ra }i? n p‘e^i.ic„ 

to take a swing at broader acres . 


■w. 


vo 


V: 




l. 


Mtod: 


^ $ 0 * 


Memorandum j 


I was surprised to hear 
jmounce this morning that a 
h a d spread North from the 
had 
h a d 
the 


the feather Burea from Shreveport 
trace of rain from Gladys Hurricane 
Rio Grande as Alexandria which 


d a b of rain yesterday.. At 6:30 this mvrning, we 
a couple of sprinkles and B a you Natchez got a shower, 
balance of the day was sunny a nd 90-ish. 


but 


I had a notion that the articles for the newspapers 
covering the murg.ls might arrive today as Carolyn had ex¬ 
pected to drop , them off on her way to Baton Rouge. But 
she telephoned tonight, saying that office. interruption,.,,, 

. About half an hour ago, Carolyn collet from Marshall, saying 

she had been in endless scufffles with the movie people 
at their Shreveport Office all week and that she planned 
to print the illustrations for the newsapapers on the 
morrow, drop them off her. on Thursday afternoon and drive 
on to keep a daen appointment with some of the Administration 
people on Friday morning. 

<. 

At the place indicated in the „above paragraph, 

, the telephone rang. It was New Orleans calling, —Dora 
a nd Kay for a harmless chat and to express the hope they 
might come up next week some time. They said Aunt Willie 
is flying in to New rleans from Charleston on Friday and 
will pause for a few days and then fly on to California to 
spend a few more, after which she will drive East again with 
Irma and Fraley, stopping by Melrose "sometime in 
October "» I sure hope they don't make it on the 15th 
when the pilgrims arrive. 

. 

I told the children that Carolyn would arrive in their 
fair city on Friday night, following her Baton Rouge 
appointment and so the four of them can have a busy round 
for the week, end. If I.can just " stoy put" everything 
will be lovely, I hope. 

. Sr Jr $*' lifw etoo^s iu 

There was a new ripple on the surface of Cane River gentry 
which I heard about today which I thought wonderfully edifying. 
I think I have mentioned in times gone by about the remarkable 
tea which Miss Cammie, Madam Beaufort and I attended years ago 
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at the plantation of Dr. aid Mrs. Hebert Prudhomme, — 
the tea which Harnett Kane mentioned in some way or other in 
Plantation Par a de but I don't remember just how. Well, anyway, 

Beth Beaufort Cloutier is always setting such high store by 
he Purdhommes that this latest wrinkle seems doubly amusing to me. 

One of the sons of Dr. and Madame Hebert Prudhomme is Jean., who 
was at the tea and who sturck me as being rather on the dumb 3ide. 

Be that as it may, he eventually took unto himself a wife and there 

have been 3 or 4 children, the first day of each just about 9 months 

a part. His wife is again pregan a nt but that didn't deter the 

young couple from accepting an invitation to a dance at the Country 

Club last Sunday night,. Sometime during the evening, the wife 

a llowed as how she was ready to go home a nd her husband 

allowed os how he wasn't. *nd so the wife got in their car 

and went home and sometime later, Jean's brother drove him home. But 

Jean's wife met him at the door and told him to be-take himself 

elsewhere, which he started to do, returning to his 

Brother who had not yet driven away. Then, on second thought, 

Jean told his brother that gt/ter all the home was as much his as 
his wife's and that he thought he would go in regardless. And 
that he attempted to do whereupon said wife shot him once, the 
bullet going through his lung, stomach and kidney and don't 
ask me in which positions either could have been to have effect 
such a bull's eye ringer. Jean was rushed to an Alexandria 
hospital where, following an operation, it was said he may, 
recover. His wife is at home and although her story doesn t jibe 
with aybody else's, the authorities did nothing a bout the matter 
as the lady explained she was simply handing her husband a revolver 
when, —she knows not how, - it exploded. So sorry. And 
it's just that type of gone-to-seed first families that turn up 
their noses when, a negro gone on a frolic and does a big of gun 
practicing at the honkey-tonk on a Satu day night. 

Celeste explains that she can understand the wife's position 
exactly, as, I suppose, many of th§ Prudhomme associates can, but 
let us hope that all the ladie3 in the upper social brackets don't 
take a Dnae from this example and beain shooting holes in their husban 


Wednesday, September 7th, 19 55 


Memorandum 


A lovely summer's day and "all Cod's chillun" are picking 
cotton, I hope. 


The . postman simplified one aspect of life by bringing 
me nothing. Tomorrow, T have no doubt, he will make up 
for lost time which will be alright, too. 

Dan appeared at dinner. He said J. H. wanted me to 
knock off historical sketch of the Kate Chopin house which 
the Wenks are trying to sell through some real estate 
a gency in town. I accordingly marched to the store following 
my demi-tasse and ripped off the thing in five minutes. 

As I started out, Dan asked me if the article would be 
ready within three quarters of an hour so that he might take 
it to town with him. I told him J. H. already had it in 
his office. I an so glad to do anything that will assist 
in, cutting Cloutierville ties from Shreveport although I 
cannot imagine disliking anybody so much that I could 
recommend that they purchase property in Cloutierville. 

It would be an ideal place for a doctor but such a shortage 

of physicians continue that nobody w a nts that lucrative 

place which really is a gold mine if anybody can close his eyes to 

the neighborhood and the neighbors for five or-ten years and 

then pull out after h a ving rounded up from a quarter to 

half a million, as, I believe, would be quite possible 

There isn't a doctor within a radius of 30 some odd miles from 

Cloutierville and within that circumference dwell thousands 

of people. What a travesty of modern civilisation that 

the American Medical Association ca» successfully limit the 

number of people in that profession. It is so outrageous 

that I will do better to avoid getting started. 

y . . tt- jj; te? \i - f ol'r.ie , ^ wi 

telephone inttrruption . somebody wants to know the history 

of their ante helium house in Natchitoches, built by their grand 
parents. 

(lAMifftij d(tout* 4 ms "lailool bi:c en^ojoi'’- 5 dcA i••»«}'<; 

The movie people, filming "Louisiana Report" were here today to 














Late in the afternoon Clemence came to see me, saying 
that Mrs. Wood and her mother, who had been to see me earlier, 
h d stopped at her house to leave a canva3 they wanted painted, 
a honkey-tonk scene. But I didn t pay too close attention 
%o what the artist was saying as she was a picture m herself, 
for she was touting a d a b of beaver board, 4feet by 6 feet, 
making her look like a toad under a cabbage leaf . Had a good breeze 
sprunq up as she was crossing the cotton patch, -<• believe it 
would have carried her off to the^moon. What she was carrying 
bout her person was a section of the board I had cut out 
Iwo or three months ago, thinking I might eventually have 
her do a section or two for. Yucca, She had asked if she might 
take the board home with her and I had said it was alright but 
I was afraid she would do just what she did, --find herself , 
unable to resist the impulse to paint on.it although we hadn t 
discussed the subject matter. There's lots of sky, rather pretty, 
and much horizontal stuff in which figures a water melon 
patch and people about to sample the melons, —to the left, 
n nd off to the right, of the section, is a curious looking building, 
rather suggestive of Yucca in appearance but, the whole interior 
devoted to an elongated Chapel of the Blessed Martin, 

Both the cotton or rather the water melon patch and the 
Chapel are on the same horizontal line which is about 10 
inches from the base of the b a ord, and in that 10 inch space, running 
from left to right are lots of figures of local characters 
which are interesting and amusing, and the treatment withal 
pleasintbas glad to talk w-ith her for a few minutes because she 
seemed tired enough to welcome a little relaxation 
nd she was altogether delighted with a couple of things 
I had to show her, for while she has raised plenty of gourd& m 
her time, she had never seen any that approached the measurements 
of those recently hung on the front gallery aud she was 
a s delighted as a child. It will be a wonder if gigantic gourds 
don't start creeping into her pictures one of these days. And 
then she.saw a yellow flower about a foot long, in a vase 
in the house, a single b a by elephant ear along side the blossom. 

She asked if the leaf had anything to do iith the flower and when 
I told her she was looking at the flower of the elephant ear, 
she couldn 1 1'believe it. She said she certainly didn t know 
they ever had flowers and looked not exactly doubtful but 
mighty puzzled. I took her b a ck qnto the front gallery where 
3 or 4 were growing and she was convinced but declared she 
wished Miss Cammie might have a known „bout such a thing as she 
was sure they had never crown here until comparatively recently. 

And so I picked three blossoms for her and jayly 3he flew back across 
the cotton patch, relaxaed if not rested and probably all 
primed for a big night's painting spree •••••• 


take pictures of the finished road which isn t precisely 
finished. I was glad I escaped them. J. H. asked me if 
I wanted them to take cn y shots bout the gardens, but 
as the script calls for nothing but a reference to the big house, 
I said I thought they had covered the place adequately on 
former visits. 
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Thursday, September 8th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

• i \ j 

Another perfect day for rounding up cotton but 
the pickers point out^ that so few bolls are open they have 
to wear out their sacks dragging them so far before getting 
them filled. 


I find myself wondering if that sticky spray the air planes 
scatter across the country side doesn't tend to seal the bolls even 
a s i't does the gourd buds, even though the cotton bolls aren’t 
so delicate as the gourd blossoms. 

. 

My telephone rang this afternoon. It was Madam Beaufort 
calling Celeste. She recognized my voice and went in for a 
dab of chit-chat, complaining that she didn't like the idea 
of having pilgrims come to her house, as of October 15th. She 
asked me w{tere I stood in regard to the matter and I said I 
approved the purpose of the tour, gathering money to preserve 
the old Lemee House and that I was glad to do what I could 
to lend a hand. She didn't seem to like that slap much. She 
said she was going to have flowers flown in from Hew Orleans to 
grace her elegant salons. I told her I was going to fly 
around the local garden and gather a utumn leaves to achieve 
whatever effect I could. She said Vernon is depressed a bout 
the failure of the cotton crop. I told her 1 sympathized but 
that I had none to lease. 

' • - * - 

Carolyn w a s delayed at the Shreveport office and so did no head 
South until after closing time. She arrived here about 
first dark and we hastened to do c a pbions for neural illustrations, 
etc. She brought a copy of this month's, —October, - Holiday, 
in which there is an article about the Atchafalya but we did not 
get around to read it, what with the details on the newspaper 
a ricles to be polished off and the fact that I insisted on a ii 
early folding up of the b? a rd since she plans to take off at 
5 in the morning for B a tonRouge. She goes on to Hew Orleans to 
see the Storm-Re^gisters thi3 week end before returning to 
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Baton Rouge for l a bors among the politicians. What a m <*d °f 

flying up and down the road. I guess my "stay-put" type of life 
wpuld kill her and I know her whizsing about would put me 
under the sod in a week • I suppose old Father Time is setting his 
seal on me, too, but I know not if it be in the perruke 
department, as is ture with her for her hair sems (h a ir) seems to 
have turned from brown to almost white during the past 
year. 

While at gardening today, I discovered some more gourds 
that have been forming during the post spraying at period, and 
the thought occured to me they, with some other ingredients, 
might make an interesting article, vaguely suggestive of 
Voodooism for some magazine , What with the formidable 
rray of bannas for a b a ck drop, both at Yucca and at the 
African House, I envision getting two or three ancient 
l a dies of color into appropriate settings, each fiddling with 
gourds and add to the scene a f ew stalwart negroes, rigging 
up clusters of the fruit a n d perhaps a shot of Log holding 
his latest of f spring ,, about 3 weeks old, perhaps the b a by on 
one arm and a gourd, three times the size of the child, in 
the other, and a few such pictures in color might t 111 
a striking story a bout the Gourd Fesitval in Louisian's 
Cane River country that would make a striking note in some 
, publication like Lpok. I shall mull over the matter this week end anc 
see what I can come up with for said purpose. 

Zelma came to see me this morning. She is looking wonderful 
, nd doesn't have to go back to the hospital for treatment until 
zhe 26th. She brought with her a letter from Little King, 
a sking if 6 or 7 plates in the Cane River series could be sent 
him in Germany. Of all the unexpected places to stumble over 
such creations in the old home town where he is still stationed is 
certainly a coincidence on which to ponder, don't you think • 

• 

Zelma said she thought Little King was scheduled to 
remain in G. for at least another year although I suppose 
nobody really knows w how the next hand of cards will be 
shuffled, although the results of the high level 

talks going on at the moment in Uoscow may determine it i part, perhaps, 
how the chips will fall during the twelth month just ahead. 

Everyone must be in the 7h Heaven of delight 
a cross the fence tonight for there is some sort of a bridge 
game in progress a nd the lights from that direction suggesti 
a ti illumination for Bastille Bay. Well, so much 
for the moment a nd I fear tod a y's report constitutes 
mighty dull reading . 


copy 


Friday, September 9, 1955. 
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Our ideal cotton picking weather continues and the Weather 
Burdau says it looks like tjra same thing straight ahead for 
the next 4 or 5 days. 

The clerk and I dined alone today and he was speculating onthe 
value of the Melrose properties. He estimated the figure at 
about a million. This brought the conversation around to the 
operation of the place as a single unit and that led him to 
remark that Dan became a proud papa again last week, making 
the fourth child brought forth by his wife although he claims 
parenthood ofbut the last 3. What a pretty kettle of fish. 

Coffee this morning was swallowed almost unremarked by the 
hostess, for Celeste had just been advised by Miss Julie 
Prudhomrae that she wasn 1 t sure as yet whether she ought 
to have her house on the tour or not — the old Lestan Prud- 
homme home, as some people had larger houses than hers,etc. 
etc. The pamphlets are supposed to go to press this week-end, 
and both Miss Julie and Madam Beaufort still can't h make up 
their minds. I must say in this instance, I can't blame Celeste 
for having a headache. 

The artist came to see me this morning. Obviously she was as 
happy as a clam. She had just rounded up an electric fan the 
day before and said she enjoyed it so much that last night 
when she set out to paint, she was so tired she thought she 
would work only from 6 until 9 but she enjoyed the fam so 
much she kept right a-moseyin* along until after 11. Witfc 
almost the pride of a child she asked me if I dind't want to 
come over some time to see the new acquisition. I said I was 
entranced at the prospect and I accordingly streaked across the 
fields this afternoon to take a gander. The sky was cloudless 
but a 10 mila breeze from the southeast made the temperature 
very pleasant. I found the artist sitting n her front gallery, 
knitting busily and looking as cool as a cucumber,what with 
a criip starched white dress andher legs and feet free from 

any such encumbrances as stockings and shoew. I admired the 
fan, which is an ordinary one, about a foot in diameter, and 
probably a donzen years old.She explained that she scarcely 
needs it on in the daytime but is looking forward xhax±x£±xx±x 
stxxkxx to turning it on along about first dark. I haven't a 
doubt the likeness ofan electric fan will begin creeping into 
her paintings before another week has rolled 'aimnd. 


$ 
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Friday, September 9th, 1955 • 

. 


Our ideal .cotton picking weather continues and 
the Weather Bureau says it looks like the same thing 
straight ahead for the next 4 or 5 days • 


< 



















\ 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


f 


7565 



On turning the page, I discover that not only is there 
a Henholme margin to be corrected but a balky ribbon to be looked 
into. I an sorry for the bl a nk space that developed so 
unexpectedly and so unsuspectingly. As the paragraph in 
question, however, was devoted to nothing of interest, I 
pray you not to strain your eyes attempting to decipher it. 

In the realm of unusual colojuilisms, I heard one today 
that wa 3 new to me which I wanted to share with you, it is so 
odd. A man was speaking of how busy he has been of late, picking 
cotton and all, a"d declared : 

«I've been sa busy I guess I couldn't have opened my mouth 
to cuss a cat without getting it full of hair." 

Secretaries seem busy, too, although in reality they are probably 
finding comparatively easy money for the honkey-tonk in the work 
they have to do in the cotton patch and the lure of the jute box 
appears to be too great for some of them to bother with extra- 
gainful employment so far as reading mail is concerned at the close 
of day. Bu~ in spite of this, I am still provided with sufficient 
help and let one gentle shower descend on the cotton and I shall 
be inundated with porf ered aid. And this reminds me that 
I wanted to inquire a bout one point touched on in yourrecent letter. 
There was an interruption just at the point where you remarked that 
you would like to have or would not like to have one of the African 
plates with the mural notation on it. I cm under the impression 
you said you could use one but in waiting for a new batch of 
cardboards for shipping material, I find that in* view of the 
interruption, I can't be sure 3 bout the point and so if you will 
n dvise me on .the matter, I shall be delighted to fee quided 
Accordingly as the new cardboards arrived today and oil is in order. 

And in pursuance of your thoughfu'lness regadino'the subscription 
of Life, may I say that something in the nature of advertising material 
came to hand tpday in the second class mail but a s the envelope con¬ 
tained a card that looks as though it might have something to do 
with subscription data, I am enclosing it herewith, although I am 
uncertain a s to whether or not it is in any way relative to the 
Life subscription itself. . 

After enclosing D 0 r a 's letter in yesterday’s post, the thought 
came to me that his reference to one "Bill Storm' indicated 

certain impatience with the lady. I'm wondering if this was pure 
imagination on my part, beginning to operate only after having 
put aside the letter long since. It would appear this week end may 
be quiet in these parts, I hope, and may it be precisely in the same 
manner at Lyme...... 


Sunday, September 11th, 1955. 


fiarj; . at 1V 



Memorandum* 


/ quiet week end with a sunny Saturday and a 
showery.Sunday. A cold wave, heading this way, rolled over 
Oklahoma City at noon on Saturday but fortunately it got 
stalled at Fort Worth on Saturday evening and blew itself out 
at that point, after which it began retreating Northward and 
so we had but a half inch, of the rain which might have been 
measured in inches, had the atmospheric battle gone 
differently. 

Everything seems lovely across the fence. Tonight the 
l a dies are attending a Living Eosary, whatever that is, at the 
hurch across the river and plans for the impending week seem 
to be heavy with road running. 

•\ ■ 1, ' 4 V . • ' . 4/' 1 ;> 

. Following coffee onSaturday morning, I was busy re-potting 

freesias, when Celeste appeared to say she had forgotten to 
ask me if I would go with her to a place 

specialising in tombstones in Alexandria early on Wednesday 
morning. I told her I would go. She hopes to find a marble 
, bench to place somewhere or other near the side steps of her 
front gallery. I have long wanted to prowl around a 
marble sales place and this will provide me with just 
the opportunity although I doubt if I shall find a marble 
a rrow for which I have long been looking. Still there's 
always a chance one might stumble over a broken urn 
or some such that an unimaginative dealer had cast 
.side as valueless. 

^ 1 

V. ToO . S JUt\v •« 4v;£Jj04*'J 

, With the full heat of summer subsiding, the usual scuffles 
that often bob up at such times would seem pretty unlikely 
but one explodee in the store on Saturday afternoon when 
the place ^was crowded with plantation residents. Itie 
participants were two ladies, .—Dowreatha, the cook, and 
Maggie Williams, sister of Dooley who got into 3 tore breaking 
difficulties a while back. It seems that Dowreatha 
..has .been suspecting that her husband, Ezra, has been coutting 
Maggie, on the side, as it were and Saturday in the 
height of the afternoon rush, the two contestants for 

Ezra's affections, encountered each other for the first time 
in months, whereupon Dowreatha sprang on Maggie and had her on 
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the cement floor before Maggie knew what had struck her, 

But the many customers pulled the ladies apart in 

twinkling and hstled them both off in different directions, 
%ars of rage were still cascading down Dowreatha's cheeks 
at supper time, a certain fur%, I suppose, that 
interference had prevented her from giving Maggie 
thorough drubbing, And how Maggie was 
feeling, I know not, as she had vanished to her home, her 
several children and August, her husband. 

At first dark this evening, while Celeste was getting 
rigged up for Church, Madam Regard took the opportunity 
of being alone to tell me that Sally Hertzog had told 
her that the Alexandria Town Talk reported that the Ban 
Henrys has a son, —their fourth child, although the husband 
claims it is only the third, so f ar as he is concerned. Madam 
Regard said further that a few days ago, the wife of an 
Alexandria physician telephoned Celeste, explaining that her 
husband was Mrs, Ban Henry's physician, and asked if she 
a nd her husband might make a>i appointment for a Melrose 
tour and that Celeste had 3 aid : "But Ho 1 ," As t 

a decision to, such a request does not fall within Celeste s 
province, 1 am rather surprised to hear a bout her 
assumption of the perrogative in this instance • 

I got off a letter to the State Welfare Board in 
Baton Rouge, enclosing a» <9 or 10 page symposium on 
the crying need of Louisiana for a Co-ordinator of 
needs for the Blind in the T a lking Book section. 

Rumor ha3 it that the Welfare department had more 
funds on its hands than it knew what to do with and 
as T u a ve long felt that the office of Covridnator 
would serve an excellent purpose, I took the opportunity 
to make the recommendation, My agents had reported some 
time back that the Federal and State officials in in¬ 
formal discussion had been asking each other if it was 
thought possible that n Yucca resident's services might be 
secured if such a job should be created, Naturdly, 

I made no reference to that matter but the outline 

for the job submitted may or may not be just what 

answer they have been looking for, so far as needs 

a re concerned,.and the hint is patent that 

Yucca might be available, d believe ( 

appropriations fop this year have been closed but it s fun 

working on a long range project anyway,, . 



Monday, September 12th, 19 55. 


Memorandum• 

Sunshine all day but of the filtered variety which 
did little to reduce the humidity which is high. But 
cloudless skies are promised for the morrow and so we shall 
probably beging drying up along about tomorrow morning. 

Five pilgrims arrived unannounced today, Ttiey were 
interesting because they so obviously were characters out of 
almost any pulp magazine story. They were two couples and 
a little girl. One of the women, —the four grown-ups were 
sort of thirty-ish, had been here before, a charming woman 
who had made the mistake of accepting unsympathetic companions 

ii _ *4 _ 1 . .. 1 J T— _ _ •• ^ 4. • i «■«% • ■ V a i* ^ n*iAK.K7ti 


a return visit, probably• 
gar of the first water. There 
jij\-except the timber in the 
woman was beautiful and beautifull 

„_____-e was beautiful, Her husband, 

however, wa,s a person of some culture but too much whiskey 
be-fogged his brain. The three year old tot was a three year 
old tot. Period, 


as the only way she coul 
Her husband was a five 
was nothing here to inte 
ancient buildings, The o 
dressed and just as dumb as 



To be kind to the kind woman and treat her associates 
a s they deserved wasn't easy. What an a ssortment for the nic 

person to be saddled with. The last time I had such a set-up 
was in the case of a college youth who probably could make a 
second visit only if he persuaded members of his family that 
they, too, would find i^he trip interesting, As we 
walked to the front gate on that occasion I remarked to him 
how personalities can effect impressions. He said this was 
his first realization that unsympathetic souls could have such 
devastating effect upon what he a *short time before had 
learned was really fine,How blind are those who will not see; 
how flatthey can make the sweetest potion, merely by being. 


It s al ways so nice 
after such contacts. 

Machine if the Libra 
Parkingson Keyes : "St 
tells memakes the radios hold 
And I never tire of re-reading 
for personal records, such jgaps 
just made. 



to turn to a 
might turn to 
jlie nothing but 


d a b 


of gardenin 
my Reading 
ranees 


ic" which sometime 
more promise of entertainment, 
Le Petit Prince, and 
in Library service were 
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It's always pleasant to hear from, Mrs. Stirling, even 
though she hasn't axything in particular to pass along. 

I was amused at the clipping 3he enclosed, what with everyone 
knowing that John Prudhomme^ s wife was simply in a 
fury when she shot him. The only thing accidental 
hout it was that instead of hitting him in the heart she punctw 
ihe lung, stomach and kidney sections 
record that she may 
know. 

night I fiddled around in the ether waves, tyring 
the radio version of "Meet the Press" which, I 
resumed its programs on TV and probably has 
radio broadcasts, too, but I couldn't find it 


instead and that 
even be a little proud of that 


is such a 
for all I 
Last 
tack down 
a m told, has 
also starred 

on any of the National stations between 9 and 10 o'clock as 
was formerly the case. Station WHO, Des Moines, used to 
re--.broadcast the program on Monday nights around 1 0;30 and 
I shall do a bit of fishing in that direction tonight, for 
I like the pro 


to 



interrutopn.. 

And that was a telephone call from New Orleans, and a chat 
with the newly weds a"d la Storm. They seem to be as gay 
a s kittens and I tried to make it clear to la Storm that 
3he and Irma and Farley, if coming to see me in October, 
would do well to avoid the week-end of the 15th and 16th. I 
have always felt they travel on schedules that are determined 
by nothing at all except the whim of the moment and 
are inclined to he- utterly unimaginative as regards the 
possibility that anybody else might have routines and 
schedules that aren t so easily mnipulated as theirs, if, indeed 
they have any at all. I need not. tell, you that Louis XIV is one 
of my pet heroes but I don't mind repeating that one reason 
for my admiration stems from the fact that he was always so 
considf^ate about everyone's time, seeing to it for half a 
century*that the following day’s schedule would always be 
posted the night before, therebye giving everyone a maximum 
of opportuni tip. to adjust their own programs accordingly. 


J. H. weim^toBaton Rouge and New Orleans today with 
Bill Mc£d&WL 'business a n d personal friends, —as 

a was one of a party of four who visited 

Mexico at tihe^BBJJ^the Illinghast post card. It 
is my understanding that after losing her job in Alexandria, 
la b a g betook herself to Baton tt ouge and that may explain a 
couple of things. So .the world turns and so do I turn to 
Le Petit Prince a.'id then, I hope, 'to Invitati on to Learning or 
Meet the Press .. 


X. 


Tuesday, September 15th, 19 55. 




Memorandum : 

Recalling your own experience a while back, I think 
I need not explain why I am feeling tonight not unlike 
"La Troisieme Jeunesse de Madame Prnune". The fact is 
that I have been fiddling all day in paint pots a ?id while, 
a 3 you have realised over and over again, it isn’t the 
p a i' ting that kills but the hubbub and confusion, the moving 
of incalculable impedimenta, the pull and hauling, 
that really is the thing getting one down. 

My big concentration was on a section of the bath room which 
long needed a going over and there is vast satisfaction 
in knowing it has been acheived, but I shall be able to 
fold up my beard and fall asleep forthwith, requiring 
nothing in the nature of being "rocked by a cow", 
as one of our Bopart-am-Rhein acquaintances once had it. 

Qur splendid weather continues with a promise of five 
or six days of the same quality. The weather bureau, however, 
did throw in one reservation or proviso, —if (cilda keeps 
on the couse she is presently maintaining, she will pass 
slap into the Julf and then we ^shall probably be in for 
n damp-ish week end. 

i " •? v‘ a *• i vv- v c: / „■ ; 

One of my secretaries failed to 3how up yesterday, —Lee, wh 
is the son of Lowreatha and Hzra. His mama came to see me 
tftis morning to say that although she had tried to discourage him 
from do ng so, he had struck out for Shreveport to join 
the Army. I know not if the Army is enlisting people at 
the moment but in Lee they might get 0 uite a powerful 
a djunct since he is a .muscular boy of Id and stands 
somewhere around 6 and a half or seven feet, and rather nearer 
T feet than 6 and a half, I believe. 

The artist s grandson, Brother, the Paris green invalid 
°f years back and the same one who had an appendix opera¬ 
tion a month or so b a ck, is in the hospital again, this 
time for a hernia. Brother seems to be one of those im¬ 
pressive examples going to prove that some people do not 
h a ve all the luck in matters pertaining to health. 


ra 
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Wednesday, September 14th, 19 55 


I think I should have had some 1st class mail today 
but I didn't receive any, Last night Dora mentioned having 
posted a letter Sunday which should certainly be here by 
now but has arrived. And it is possible that I may be 
receiving further word from Friend Postell a s 
Ora said she or somebody at the college had just received 
a most interesting letter from him, arriving in today's 
post, 

♦ 

It seems that the State Department has asked him to 
go on to another job of the same sort he is now completing, 
as of October 8th, on Formosa, —the new job taking him 
on to Indonesia or some such place. 


Memorandum 


How nice to find your letter in today's post. As I had 
anticipated, there were several but none, ocntrary to expectations 
from Friend Postell, But your nice fat envelope and the thinner ones 
are■ all tucked- away safely in the armo-ir, awaiting the morrow when 
the secretariat and I, let us hope, have better luck in 
establishing contact. They, - -the secretariat, tried today but 
half a dozen "must" things got in the way and so I play at Patience 
until the morrow, And while I have had some experience in that 
field in regard to in-coming mail, I never seem to master it entire¬ 
ly but there is a wonderful solace, nevertheless, in just knowing 
that, there is an envelope in a familar hand awaiting me so close at h 


interruption: 

A meandering secretary passed this way, —and thank 
Heaven for an occasional "spare", I was so glad to get 
a portion of an envelope made out, —to the Schmidts of 
Michigan who came here with Ora weeks back, I had heard 
from them on their return home but was unable to respond 
to their letter since the hand writing was such that nobody 
could make out the name of the city precisely and so I 
tried Grand Ridge, which was a Lout the closest anybody 
could come to it. But the letter w a s returned and 
so Ora wrote to some mutual friends of their in California for 
the name of the city and they came up with Grand Ledge 
instead of Grand Ridge, How surely there Ca» t be very 
many Grand3 as part of a city name in any State and I think 
ncle Sam's postal boys might have be-stirred their imagina¬ 
tion a little on that one since Michigan must have a list of al. 
its Post Offices and I doubt if there are many approximating 
Grand Ridge or Grand Ledge, But in Louisiana they 
returned a letter I had writte with a faulty address, for 
although I had intended writing L a ke Charles, I put odwn Saint 
Charles and b ck it came a jiffy. That seems to have 
better c a use «,but the Ridge - Ledge thing is something 
else a 9 uin\ 

■ ■ ■ is i... 

- 

I'll be posting this memo-at 6 in t he morning as Celeste 
a nd I are scheduled to explore the Alexandria marble works 
soon after, I have so many things cooking right here I look 
forward to the Alexandria jaunt with something less than 
enthusiasm, . 








— - - 
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was looking for o piece of marble and didn't tell her that the 

reason for the trip was Celeste's hope to find a marble 

bench for her yard, Astonishingly enough, Blythe went out 

into the garden, kicked around a little under some vines and brought 

forth precisely the piece of marble I wanted and put it 

in the far, 

• •• t 

After le a ving her, we $topped at a marble shop where the man 
told me, he could engrave the thing the way I wanted it: 

s -- 

He thought the work could be done for a bout 2 dollars which seems 
reasonable and he is to let me know tomorrow. The reason I want 
the marble is to set it into the Yucca gallery floor, —the brick galle 
TEMPORARILY, And the reason I had an "S" in the design rather than 
the conventional n fl", as on all maps, compasses, etc,, is because it 
seems to me the South is just as suitable a direction for Louisiana as 
forever than eternel "!l". Well, we shall see. 

But Celeste never did find anything in the marble bench line and 
finally settled for a cement one, to be made there in the Alexandria 
area, —rather nearer Boyce, and this in spite of the fact that she 
could get the same thing in Natchitoches all made and without fuss 
a nd fuming, but she doesn't know that, I'm glad to say, for otherwise 
I shouldn.t have had the trip to the marble shop. 

Madam— Beaufort ha 3 put the tour thing in a tizzy by insisting that 
if Beaufort is to be on the tour, the plans will have to be reversed 
to that the thing start at her house rather th a n here. The natural 
thing is for the crowd to come down The cement to Melrose and proceed b 
towarcf town and dinner via Oakland and ~&eaufort, but she is deterimned 
doesn t care how this throws out of .jpint the plans for the 
afternoon tour in otwn. Hie ladies^ire fools if they don t tell Beth 
to sit on a tack and go on with their pre-arranged program, I know 
not bbw things will turn out,' 

After dinner, Teebay brought me a 9 foot panel of cotton 
pickers which is u &ry pfetty and is tacked up temporarily at the end 
of my bath room. The, clerk told me today she had purchased a new twent 
five dollar wig last week and I'm all in f a vor of that. Any gal at 75 
with a 40 year old "helper", and the g a I being bald., certainly 
couldn't invest her money to better advantage, don t \jou think,,,,,. 
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TliUrsday, September 15th, 1955, 


Memo rand urn: 

* ■ 

• ~ 

How nice to find your elegant Saturday letter in 
the sanctum sanctorum of the armoir today and thus to he able 
to have such a fine chat, 

; It is so good of you to keep me abreast with how things 
turn, up town and down town, at home and abraod. 

And may I thank you particularly for giving me such a 
comprehensive set-up of how. things operate in the field of business. 
Between now and the first of the year, I am going to hold fast 
to the thought that your associates will at long last get some 
realization of what A. a jewel they have in little Miss Lee and 
that adjustments both in the field of remuneration and assistance, 
will be forthcoming before 1955 has played out. Of course the 
contempoary world has always puzzled that Mozart, for example, got 
such a maw deal, but.there are millions of little Mozarts all over 
the plQce, Surely it must be ever 30 evident to those who slave 
for great corporations in order that the officials can announce semi¬ 
annual dividends of pleasing proportions to the stock holders that it 
it is just such practices that eventuate in the impulse to form 
bigger and tighter unions to threaten strikes if such inequities 
aren't corrected, Let us hope you can get a little light let into 
the somewhat unimaginative skulls of those who control the 
purse strings of the money bags, small enough in dimensions, that 
hold the salaries for those on whose brains and industry the 

great organizations do function at a profit - for the stock holders, 

' 1 

I love your account of the antics of your little feathered 
friend. Had you thought of playing he is a falcon and tying 

string on his leg, letting him ride on your arm when taking a stroll 
through,the Botanical Hardens Only just be sure the chord is 
a stout one, for I remember a family named Geifes who spent one 
interminable Sunday from noon until midnight, frantically chasing from 
bush to tree and tree to bu3h around and around Central Park when 
their pet canary got out of his cage when he had been transported to 
the park for a dab of sunshine and the sight of some greenery, 

•. : - - . • * *• -' ■ < • '\ii '>1.;. l. ■•>•*• v vj 0 L- 

Th a nks, too, for giving me so many intersting side lights 
on the situation of our girl friend beyond the H hine, It is heartening 
to knowthings seem,a.little more tranquil, Surely it must be 
wonderfully helpful for peace that there isn't 3 uch a posse all living 
together and on top of each other, * 


9 
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That you should have recognized certain characters on 
the Tin Rooff would seem to indicate that the play has caught 
some fundamentals alright, I am expecting the b next 
explosion from up Shreveport way when October 15th arrives and, 
the daughter of the house blows in to up set the apple cart when 
her sister-in-law and her assistants are receiving, Th,at ought to 
make quite a fine show, too, I should imagine, 



As for the South of the border business, it all 
seems as incredible as some of the performances I report 
from douix this way, But thank Heaven for Providence, as it were, 
for at least the latter eradicates a few visitations, I hope, 

I think I have mentioned the Beaufort rumpus currently 
injected into the tour thing, As up to now. Madam Beaufort 
is adamant a bout having the tour start with her house on the 
threat that if her wishes aren't complied with, she will withdraw her 
house from the tour, Oddly enough, she doesn t seem to realize 
that everybody would be perfectly enchanted if 3he did, Tl ius far 
everyone,is holding to the point that the original plan be 
adhered.to, with the tour starting at Melrose and proceeding toward 
town from this most southerly point, Frqnkly, I think there 
will be hundreds of pilgrims who will not arrive in Nathitoches 
for the 9 a »m, start, and my guess is that many of them will be 
trickling down this way all during Saturday and Sunday, ut I shall 
be glad to have the m a jor wave sweep over us early in the 
morning, since it is the initial assault that will be the heaviest 
and will requirethe most people on the receiving line, 

I have always thought that among the better battles that could be 
staged would be between Seth and Sister as they both are possessed 
of the same mental instability, neither lady. caf» stand the other 

and a8o both are possessed of about the same about of immeasureable 
nervous and physical energy, they ought to end up in a Gingham 
dog and Calico cat scuff fie, after which no trace could be discovered 

of either, * . ., 

This afternoon Mary Pringle and .her sister came to see me while 
Blythe had Clemence at the camp scrubbing floors, They are tiresome 
people but I listened with a ttentionto Mary's unending prattle and 
found myself interested in a 250 acre gourd farm she visited at 
Downey, California during the summer. She described each one of sevt 
seemingly thousands of varieties and told me about one of the biggest 
in the world. Finally she wanted to go over to the African House 
to see the murals and when passing the Yucca gallery, she caught sight 
of some of the local gourds of some what greater dimensions than she 
had .elaborated upon, she nearly fell out and I had trouble 
suppressing giggles in my beard,,,,,,. 



L. * 


41 A 
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Friday, September 16th, 1955, 








, Mem randum: 

Our deep summer days continue, wonderfully sunny in spite 
of pretty big white clouds decorating the horizon all around. But 
temperatures in the 90's at noon day tone down to about 70 
at midnight and that makes resting easy, 

«, Such weather is mighty poor for trimming rose bushes but 
cut and prune I did today, beyng constantly reminded of my 
endeavors as I tap at these keys, what with an occasional 
thorn lingering on in my fingers. By some s troke of good 
luck, the pilgrims have been mighty scarce during this past 
week, enabling me to get on with my efforts without constant 
interruptions, I figure I might as well make the 
most of this break in the parade, however, as people will again 
be on the move, I am sure, for nobody gets out of the habit 
of road running and although a prolonged week end like Labor Day 
m a y satisfy them for a week or two, still the old urge will be 
triumphing again shortly, egged on, no doubt, by the impending 
articles that will appear a bout the murals, perhaps this week 
or next, and then the publicity attending the Natchitoches 
tour. 

Speaking of the latter. Carmen telephoned me today to say 
that John Kyser had taken up the matter with Mr, Ogden of the Bixie- 
Roto of the Picayune and an article will appear in that sheet 
withinthe next three weeks, I believe, I shall advise you 
on that point when the date has been determined, but it will 
be within about 3 weeks from this coming Sunday, I believe, 

• 

Carmen also reported that bids will be let on November 16th for 
the new bridge across Red River at Ctrand Ecore, serving much North 
South traffic, and a s specifications call.for it to run from the 
top of the bluff to the lower lands on the opposite^shore, 

I suppose this will represent a major bridge building job, 
what with the span,prob a bly running from one half to a mile in length 
. . 
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Sunday, September 18th, 19 55, 


In the last letter from little Hiss Lee, I was glad that she, 
too, had noted what I thought I had detected in Dora's last letter,— 
a return to the old gaiety which somehow had been absent since he 
kicked the dust of Norman from his boots, Isn't it heartening to 
find the pulse is b a ck in the old swing of things, And from 
the enclosed letter, if you haven't already run through it, you 
will note that he continues more or less in the same edtu 
I did intend mentioneing in a recent letter that his reference to 
one "Bill Storm" sounded as though there might be a note of annoyance 
in it. Perhaps I did mention it, perhaps not, and perhaps he 
did so unwittingly convey a sensation and perhaps he had none such. 


What he has to say about Carylyn having more irons in the fire than 
ever is so true. It is her primary weakness, I think, always biting 
off more than she can chew. In a way there is a parallel between 
her and Celeste in that, both are forever on the gallop, but the 
p a rallel ends right there, for Celeste is forever going no where and 
invariably reaching precisely that point and nobody * including 
herself is interested, Carolyn, oit the other hand, usually has 
something interesting,cooking but most of the stuff never 
jells because she can t.keep up with all the pots she has put on 
the stove to simmer, ~If Carolyn would once and for all decide to 
farm or write or paint or photograph or write articles or write books 
or write movie scripts or lumber or raise cattle or plant cotton 
or something, and, having decided on one thing, then decide where she 
wants to do the same, and stay put, she might get some where, but 
in trying to do everything everywhere, she is forever and always 
will arrive at no point satisfying to herself, I know not what she 
plans for this winter but I understand the winter is to be spent at 
Old Bonita, in Africa and cvuising in the South Seas, —Indoe8ia or some 
such. Any one of these three would appear sufficient for the majority 
of people but she will make plans for all three and probably realise 
none of them but rather end up in the West Indies or the Canadian Rockie 
She is w$ ring herself out wonderfully fast, I think, and apparantly 
enjoying.it, As for myself, I prefer rusting out in some spot 
a nd so avoiding all the endless hurly burly, 

Thq Hughes letter, and its address, came as a surprise, although it 
shouldn't have. Within the year, they have given up their Little H ock 
home, built a new one in Florida and sold it, bought a house in New 
Orleans and sold it and moved to Lake Charles and bought a house, and 
now have moved again to Uew Orleans, , They certainly are kind 
people but they do fall into the category of pure sights, I hold 
the thought that a quiet week end impends at Lyme,,,,,, 


. Memorandum : 

t • 

The week end weather has been so pleasant, I have found mysel , 
constantly hoping the same sort of thing might be 
obtaining about Lyme, — gobs of. sunshine and blue sky with 
elegant big old puffy clouds, white as cotton and as 
round as a boll. 

There were pilgrims today that were shunted away, I believe, 
but Dr, and Mrs, Augarella from town and some people from Eldorado 
Arkansas somehow got through, 

Sunday dinner was a pain in, the neck with Celeste arguing 
with J, H, and Pat a bout Cane River aristocrats, and 
as Celeste was fighting the fight for those who are siiply 
.darling, —Mat Hert 2 og, Vernon Cloutier, etc,, aid as J, H, and 
Pat were talking a bout people who did pot have aquisitive 
powers, the arguments, like the majority of them, was 
divided in such a way that neither side was talking about 
the same thing and ended up by Celeste saying some very 
unpleasant things about Henry manners and absence of sensitivity, 
and withal convincing in her stridence, what with the demonstratio 
she made throughout of having mighty poor manners and no 
sensitivity at all, 

• • 

In Saturday's post came a frui.t cake from Miss Maa, —but 
of a type I hadn't encountered before. It was a two layer busines 
made of, delicious white stuff, a little heavier than angel food, 
and the toppte all shellaced over with stuff looking like 
a fruit cake and bespattered with pecanes, cherries, orange spice 
a nd Heaven knows what all, It was really delicious, and 
I shall sample it again tonight before folding up my beard. 

Last night I did a d a b of Saturday night reading, still 
with "The Roosevelts of Sagamore Hill", I got to the part where 
heodore, Vice President of the United States, was with his 
family in the Adirondack3, when word came through that 
President McKinley had been shot, I had forgotten 
the details about the V}c President being summond to Buffalo 
where he remained for three days until the doctors had 
pronounced the President out of danger, and then how T, R, had 
returned to his family and together they had moved on to some 
remote fastness, miles from anywhere, including telegraph whires, 


_J 
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Buffalo had found it to get in touch with T, R, when 
McKinley died and T, R. was expected to step into his shoes, 
H a gedorn did nothing editorially about this but it struck me 
as mighty poor judgement on the part of T, R, , under the 
circumstances, to be-take himself to such a wilderness 
when things in Buffalo were in the state they were,I always tho 
the children of T, R, were a mighty raucous bunch, probably 
never controlled, which always seemed a little paradoxical when 
one things of the highly developed imaginative powers of T. R,, 
mind must have always jumped in other directions than imagin¬ 
ing how the harum-scarum antics of his offspring might 
effect others, I suppose my impatience with that family must 
stem from the comparative quiet of my own nature which somehow 
would have always clashed with their rip roaring go at things. 
If, for most people, as. the poet has suggested, "Life is 
a song", — "Let's sig it together", —for the T, R, family, 

”Life is a brass band" all banging together, and the Lord 
help anyone trying to maintain any other tune along side• 

Saturday's post brought the enclosures which speak 
for themselves, Isn't it odd that Friend Miller complains 
of the lonliness of hotel life in Marlin, Texas, when her 
sisters and nephews and nieces are all clamoring for her to mak 
her home with them in California,, Incidentally, 


. 
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Monday, September 19th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

find it interesting to observe how the news is handled 
by the commentators, especially on days when there doesn t seem 
much for them to work on and even more so when there seems to 
be a bountiful supply . 



Somehow today's batch suggested the possibility of quite 
a field day for the gentlemen of the ether waves and yet I 
was surprised to notice how little E, Roscoe Murrow did 
withhurricanes Hilda and lone, the revolutin in Argentine 
and the lynching, trial in Mississippi, and how much spacexds he 
devoted to farm prices as a 19 56 political issue. He did refer 
to the hurricanes, of course, and to the.Peron thing but never made 
a peep about the lynching business in Mississippi, In a way 
that seems a little odd. 


As for the 
most impressive 
on the part of 
death penalty s 
circumstantial, 
to ,do any prose 
hear a heap of 
is going to be 
of stir to his 


first day of the trial at Jumner, Miss,, the 
thing coming to the surface was the declaration 
the "prosecutor" that he wouldn't ask fov>the 
ince so much of the case rested on the 
He might just as well have said he was going 
cuting. Something tells me we are going to 
talk for a long time a bout this trial and the way it 
conducted, I must drop Dora a line to give a bit 
interest in the matter. 


Our lovely summer weather continues with a high in the 
mid 90's today and the promise of a pleasant 72 tonight, 

I suppose it is,still in the 80's at this writing and I'm 
delighted I have some Tender Leaf awaiting my attention later on. 


After the mail is finished, I want tw take a little look at 
William 0, Douglas: "Almanac of Liberty, io^ich came to hand today. 
From the title, l assume this may be a series of ess a ys on man's 
progression from whatever to now a fl <l as I like Mr, Douglas and his 


take a little look at 


progression fro 
other writings, 


in a frame of mind to enjoy this item, too. 


I believe I heard on the radio the other day that he is touring 











. ■ •' 
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Russia or has been so doing this past summer, Of 0 21 the Supreme 
Court Justices, he must get around more than a ny of his associates. 

From Maa Mahiers today came some fruit cake and it looks 
good, What I like a bout it is its timely arrival for in recent 
years it would seem to me that Christmas week arrives and a million 
people deluge one with fruit cakes until one could die at merely 
glancing in their direction, And so with this one coming to 
h a nd in September, it would seem as though one might really get 
a n opportunity to enjoy it a little before one finds himself 
bogged down in mountains of others, It was such a generous bit of 
baking that I should nev r have rounded up the whole thing before 
I had stuffed myself like a humming bird on butterfly lily honey, 
and so I h a ve cut off a-little sl a b and a n sending it along 
to little miss Lee, thinking she might enjoy sampling the 
same, even as I, in this pre-holiday period, I suppose it 
should come,to hand about the time this letter does, or perhaps 
a mail or two later, . 

» 

I an looking forward with great.satisfaction to Sunday dinner this 
next week end for Celeste told me today she is so busy she doesn't 
know which way to turn, what with h a ving to go to the beauty parlor 
for a hair and finger do and then to the dentist to h n ve her teeth cleaner 
etc,, etc,, and all before Friday when she takes off for Hew 
Iberia to attend the Sugar Fesitval, I suppose there will 
be dancing either in or off the street, and that, of course, is always 
something that comes mighty close to being next to Heaven, I had 
never thought of it before but I assume that indicates why Melrose 
leaves her cold, —no dancing in the streets, *hat a pity we don' ^ 
h a ve streets, for then, what with a d a b of dancing organised, 
everything would be perfectly darling, 

,1 haven't as yet finished The Roosevelts of Sagamore Hill and think 
I shall let this Hagedorn opus rest a little, I had forgotten about 
the parents of the young Roosevelts permiting their offspring to ake 
their pet animals to Washington with them, including their pet snakes, 
and how the children^used to walk into Presidential conferences, with 
two or three snakfjf coiling a bout their persons, with no protests whatsoe 
from their papa, f That is where T,'R, was so wrong, I.think, since he 
certainly must have had imagination enough to know that lots of grown ups 
doing business with him at theWhite House would have found it quite 
disagreeable to have his kids dumping snakes into their laps, Surely the 
F. D, R, children seem pretty mild in r trospect when contrasted with the 
doings of thier Oyster B a y cousinsx ........ 


Tuesday, September 20th, 1955. 


Memorandum: 

<. ' 

The Weather Brueau says it is unusually hot 
for this time of the year and I believe they have somet ing 
there. It was in the upper 90’s today and tonight I have 
an electric fan just a-whizzin’ for all it is worth, 

Th.e postman present me with a few post cards and letters 
today but as none of the secrettaries put in an appearance, 

I have everything tucked away in the armoir awaiting ai other 
go round. 


I had assumed there might be a report from that Marshall 
woman but nothing turned up until about 5 o'clock when 
the telephone rang and she reported she was in Baton Rouge 
and hoped to pass this way en route to Texas either tonight 
or on the morrow, I shd. 1 be glad to get a)\y news that may 
be forthcoming concerning the impending newspaper publication 
dates on the murals and, what with the weather being fair, it 
would be good if we could get some gourd pictures before the 
green of the banana plants begin to put in an occasional 
yellow leaf, 1 

I saw J, H, for a few minutes at the Post Office at 
9 this morning. He was in Memphis last week and said the 
cotton crp, while mighty poor in Louisiana, seems to b e 
excellent in the Delta country. He said the Chambers of 
Commerce in Alexandria had just been worrying him about 
leaving right away for New Orleans to sit in on some 
business with' Ezra Taft Benson this afternoon and tonight when 
at dinner, the Secretary will be dined at Antoine's, 

J, H, is a staunch supporter of Benson agricultural 
pilicies which may' be one reason why J, H,'s presence is 
waited to join this most eminent of ihe twilve.Apo stales of 
the Mormon Church, I don't know why it should seem odd that 
Mormons should be so prominent in national politics but somehow 
it always strikes me that way, He a ven knows they run their own 
Church and business organizations with wonderful success and 
since the Eisenhower is a business rather than a political Administratio 
I guess the right people are in the high places where business and 
not people are the first order of business at polic a l meetings. 


t 
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Wednesday, September 81st, 19 55. 


Last night 1 got around to read a little from the 
Douglas Almanac of Liberty and found it to my liking. 

The subject matter is to my liking, as it enumerates 

one episode, skillfully condensed, of a struggle for liberty 

on the part of this or that man or group of men, each episode seemingly 

construed in such a fashion as would bout cover a printed page, 

I should imagine. 1 he book begins with July 4th, 1776, which 

seems fitting for such a book for an American public and take 
succeeding days throughout the year, —July 5th, 6th, 7, 8th and 
so on, although I believe not every day in the calendar is covered. 

And thus far the book has dealt primarily with episodes in 
various aspects of the f struggle in Ameican settings although 
one or two European ones were given a day or two in what little 
I explored last night. I find the idea good and'am wondering 
if any of these essays appeared in newspapers or magazines. The 
work is copyrighted by William 0,Douglas and unlike most books, 
thus read, no publisher is mentioned, so this may or may not be 
the first time they have appeared in print. I might add that 
enjoyment of the book, nuite aside from its own merits, is^because 
your friend, Alexander Scourby, does the 'reading and of course he 
could sit down and start reading the telephone directory and 
.it would tinkle pleasantly in anybody' s ear. 

I smiled to myself t today when, at the coffee hour, Celeste 
told me that tl^ere wasn t any use of letting the pilgrims on 
October 15th, explore the upper floor of the ’big house. I 
hope I smiled only to myself, however, for 'she nearly had a fit 
when the tour matter first came up when I suggested that there was 
such a variety of things to > be seen at Melrose, in contrast to 
other places, that in view of the time element involved, there 
would be no point in showing the upper floor. And so she went 
a head and had the sofas, chairs and footstools in the living 
room on the upper floor sent to the proper shop in town to have the 
covered with new slip covers although those already in use were in 
perfectly adequate condition, I thought. And now that nobody is 
going upstiars anyway, that gesture seems a little pointless, it 
seems to me. When she remarked that the ladies would serve dinner 
for the pilgrims at the Lenee House, I suggested that she negotiate 
with some good loc 1 restaurant for a percentage on the dinners sold wu 
turn ove the several hundred people to an 'institution already 
equipped to handle such matters. She couldn't see that at all, 
but now everyone is wondering how several hundred people can be given 
dinner in a house that at best is small-small.. But 
such little pr ohlem3 fade into insignificance when one contemplates 
the impending week end, dancing in the streets of - l ew Iberia at the 
Sugar Festival and all....... 


Memorandumt 

» 

I never did see J. H. 
the BeBeon meeting in New 


today although he returned from 
rleans some time during the night 


and was probably about all day. I was vaguely amused at 

breakfast when Eugene, the clerk, told me that J. H. had 

remarked this morning that he was one of but three democrats present 

at the Antoine dinner, all the others being Republican. As 

J. H., during recent Presidential el ctions has voted 

for L a ndon t Wilke, Dewey a nd Eisenhower, just how good a Democrat 

he is may be a matter of opinion. 

Carolyn arrived from Baton Rouge around 1 q a nd had much 
to repgrt about 'the children" in St. Ann Street, where everything 
seems m to be rocking along wonderfully well. There were five 
or six dinners with them a nd a trip to Franklin, L a ., and the 
meeting of Aunt Willie at the plane, etc. It seems that 
the husband now drives the car and pays for tfre dinners from his 
own pocket, which sounds rather on the better side. 

He continues manifesting interest in the camera ai d I wrote 
his today, suggesting he go ahead on the mechnaical study 
of the camera and after mastering it, devote that technical 
knowledge to bringing out a book, based on his artistic 
powers, the volujje to be a pictorial rendition of his earlier 
magnum opus, "Ziba". 

I further suggested that after the "Ziba" had been completed 
in a n even more imaginative manner than anything Clarence 
John had undertaken, that he attempt a second photographic book 
to appear under some % such title as 

"That's Where My Heart.... ." 

the title borrowed from a phrase of Stephen Collins Foster in 
his old favorite song, be ginning ; 

"Way down upon the Swannee River, far, far way, — 

That s where my heart is ever pining, etc., etc." 

- . ■ - ' . '• u . S i L ■ '■ 00 ii'.i v 

My thought is that since his girl friend, little Miss Hunter, 
pa nts by heart, os it were, he might do a profound photographic 
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study of the lady at her various types of endeavor and 
Particularly her painting, including reproductions of 
some of her paintings, including the murals and the 
photographic likenesses of some of the people now living on the 
plantation who figure in her paintings. 1 remarked that this 
ouqht to take much time and that it was a pity there wasn t one 
unit of the envisioned buildings on Arenbourg which might devoted 

to his project. 

I devoted much of my d a y to giving Carolyn a hand in getting 
pictures. This morning we got O a kland where Alphonse and i> u cille 
Prudhomme received us very kindly. But typical of.the-Prudhommes 
of the present generation, Lucille said, apropos of nothing while 
talking to me, as Carolyn was doing the photograp hie work on the 
avenue of oaks, that there would be no charge if Carolyn and I cared 
to drop in a view the house. That floored we. When, I should like o 
know have neighbors-charged each other for visits. I declined 
with thanks and we went on to get pictures in town. The sky was 
a dark blue and the clouds wonderfully lumino us and white, making 
splendid background for such shots as that of the statue of 
Uncle i ac k, the columes on the college campus and backgrounds for 
the Lemee House from the rear and the Leopold Levy house from the fron. 
B ck home before dinner, we devoted the afternoon to getting 
slots for a gourd story. I suspended gourds from the eaves of the 
African House and rounded up various negroes to a ppear in the 
picture as engages in hanging up the various types, and the 
people included Clemence, Peter, the ogers boy and one of the °apps, 
and some of them appeared in additional shot3 under the banan a 
leaves in ront of Yucc at etc. 

What with people in the fields and people in the fields somewhat 
remoter and people working at the gin and Miss Hunter just naturally 
getting lost regardless, my efforts were far flung but 
successful in the eventual round-up. The pictures were taken 
in color, everybody doing something or other with gourds, and 
I believe the results of>the afternoon efforts may turn out as 
satisfacrotyry as I am sure those taken during the morning were. 

Just as I was going to wash up before supper, little Ui3S 
Irma Somperyac Willard appeared. She had driven up to Melrose from 
Alexnadriq to being me some photographs and only discovered on 
arriving that,she had left them i n Alexandria. I was glad she and 
Carolyn could talk a little before her departure on the wings of 
first dark. It seems la Hillard has something to do about some 

^I’caroim pVjs'i 


hursday, September 22nd, 1955. 


X 


Memorandum : 

• 

It's raining, a hot, sprinkling kind of rain and what 
with the thermometer remaining abnormally high, the 
humidity inclines to be oppressive. 

The day's in-coming post held a lot of stuff of 
little interest but incoming mail, regardless of its 
source, invariably has an element of pleasure in it. 

A card from Harry and Dell Chalkley indicates they have bee 
aoing Italy. Like so many other people we know, they certainly 
do turn up in the most unexpected places. 

A package from Dora also came to hand, —two paris of perfe 
lovely woolen pants of which I haven't the lisghtest need but 
which be-stirs me to .round up a flock of moth balls for I'm 
sure the moths can find lots of things to do with such 
m aT er ^ul. there is alpo a pair of black shoes which I 
need not and a box of cigars which strike me as being 
particularly funny. Poor Dora, making, such nice 
gestures......... 

Carolyb got off for a conference in Shreveport but 
' not before I had stirred up a new job for her, I think. 

Governor Kennon s confidential secretary is among the 
"associates" of Robert Butcher, Associates, the concern which 
is making the movies for which Carolyn is writing the scripts. 
Many of these movies have been appearing on TV programs and 
seem to be t receiving favorable comment. 

Be fore. Carolyn left, I told her to be-stir herself next 
week while in Baton Rouge by having the confidential secretary 
make an appointment for her with the Governor. As she has had 
consider ble conacts with that Executive and as he appcoantly 
is pleased with the words she has put ii\ his mouth for 
. $th e . s.cripts§, it should be as easy, as pie for her to point 
out to him that the Kennon policies can have a good chance of 
being projected into succeeding Administrations if the good 
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' "t publicity in national 
i so that they are well under way 
dministration takes over, it being 

man cannot be re-elected to 
should have it pointed 
/ ■ a year or two just 

■activated at about 

one of the Departments, 
without political interference 
The Department of Commerce 

> but since national magazin 
a department, the job should 
e Library, with t he job functioning 
tution but quite independently of 
s for material to prepare for the 
ges~ThaT are How being televised for 

_ The time element in re-activatin 

first because it should be functioning 
election and secondly, tfid the 
before Essae Mae gets back from her 

‘ ' I, Lois 

that the thing will be signed and sealed and 
while the coast is clear, and once achieved, it 

The ai nual salary ought to carry the 
so far as expenses of living are concerned and 
-ir articles, etc., not to 
movies of an educational nature, can supply the 
It sounds like apretty good deal, if the thing 
can be effected and it seems >t& me^ -t>he set up is just 
bout as near perfect for such an attempt as could ever be 
contrived. And so Caryolyn went on her wcy , bubbling over 
with the enthusiasm welling up in the mind of a traveler 
in the dark, suddenly catching the gleam of one small candle, 
which is enough, and I can go on to the ordered tenor of my wayi 

A colored nurse, sort of 50 -ish, came to see me today. 

She . is in the Welfare Section, superivising mid wives throughout 
the Sfatted a little difficulty making out Madam Marco s 
letter but finally got through it. I gather• Jatchez isn t 
writing her too often, either, which is a pity. ■*/*« 
letter from the air force youthspeakis for itself. He 
is the son of my barber a »<* formerly lived in tooleedo , 

Ohio. And now for a go at the mail and then a dab of 
William 0. Ecuglas and some Tender Leaf....... 


ventures he has inauguraged are given 
m gazmes, b eiginning forthwith 
by the time the new Ac...... ' 

remembered that in Louisiana, a 
the Governor’s chair. The Governor 
out that the job which Lyle held downor 
before his death, should be re-c 
06,000.00 a year and assigned to 
so that it could function along 
with chugging Admini.stratio.ns. 

nd I dustry would be the logical one 
will Plot touch anything from such 
fall into the category of th 
concurrently with that insit 
it, merely using its 

national _ mngciuines 1 1 

mfreTy Louisiana con 
this job is pressing 
s soon as possible before 
Governor mustn't know thi3, vcjv* --— 

currenti vacation which she is taking with my friend 

Lejster f so 
wrapped up 

can scarcely be altered, 
holder of same 

all the magazine stuff, vewspape 
mention 
gravey. 


Memorandum : 

t ‘ u ' ‘ / 

Three and a half inches of rain this afternoon 
did not tend to lessen yesterday's humidity and what with the 
promise for more rain tonight and tomorrow, it looks 
like a fairly dampish week end. 

t • • 

j>ut the prestcne of the rain which probably just 
about finished off what remains of the cotton crop 
in the field, was not without its advantages to me since 
if g a ve me an opportunity to set Will Rogers to work, moving 
some shelves and putting some finishing touches on 
• new arrangements in my bath room and it goes without saying 
one feels marvelously compensated for such w 

efforts and getting the domestic scene "ofl sot , re¬ 
gardless on energies requisite' thereunto. 

I notice that E. Roscoe Wurrow gotaround to mention the 
Money murder in Mississippi and the result of the Sumner 
trial tonight. That the murderers- were set free seems to have 
sumrised nobody since everyone who had mentioned the case had 
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Sunday, September 25th, 2955. 


have' been handling the trail as the Rev. Wilson subsecribe3 
to the Carter paper and usually keeps me abreast with its 
positions onthis or that subject. 

On the Louisiana political scene, the ugernatorial 
candidates are beginning to get warmed up a little in 
anticipate of the January primaries. Of the half dozen thus 
far in the race, only Earl Long has a chance, I think, although 
I do believe he coula be beaten, not by Mayor Morrison of New 
Orleans, one of the better men in the race, but by 
Jimmy D a vis purely on the grounds of Jimmigis a bility 
to croon hill billy tunes which seems to be all that is required t 
recommend a candidate to the electorate. It is my understanding, 
however, that N. L. Hunt, thw world's richest man, of 
Texas is backing Davis and the Hunt money ought to help. 

I read a little more from the Sagamore Hill Roosevelts 
last night, thinking I would be done with the thing and 
get it out of the way. I was disappointed that the aut or 
gave such a bias in his presentation of the T. R. 
effort to get himself appointed by President Wilson 
to raise two to four divisions of men and lead them to 
Europe in 1917. The reason for the Vision refusal, 
as presented by Hagedorn, suggests that it was purely 
political animosity on the part of Wilson as again Roosevelt, 
wliich is generaly known not to have been the case, I believe. 
Naturally, Wilson and Roosevelt were too different 
in personality to have much love for each other and as poltical 
opponents in 1912, there couldn't have been two much enthusasiam 
on the part of either one for the other. 

But in the matter of a private citizen of the United 
States raising an Army, --that of course would be unthinkable 
to any political or military leader of the 20th century, in view o 
the hopelessness of unimageable complications that would, 
arise in matters of command, unified command, supplies, 
priorities, strategy and so on and so forth, although 
one might have been able to function in such a fashion 
in the 11th or 12th century when everything was hurly burly 
anyway. But although such considerations were made perfectly . 
plain a t the time by Wilson and military pig wigs ell over the 
place, nothing such imponderables was mentioned in the 
Hagedorn book, leading me to believe that Hagedorn, a good 
writer, must be guilty of writing a "mug" book, probably at 
the request of or approval of the Sagamore Roosevelts and 
I think that section of the book lamentable, both 
as regards the author and the readers, many of whom, since the 
m a tter isn't mentioned, would notstop to tniiik of how impossible 
it would be to have private armies functioning inside 
or outsidethe established military household General 


Memorandum: 

■ 

A lovely week end, without any pilgrims and ui thout 
any rain, a combination that is rare in the extreme. 

The big news of Saturday was not local, of course, but 
rather was centered on Denver. I am sure everyone was amazed 
to hear of the President's stroke and probably the more distrubed 
because of the efforts made to play it down by calling it 
indigestion to begin with and then, when^ announcing the real 
trouble,, explaining that Mr. Eisenhower walked from hi3 house 
to the car, taking him to the hospital when, in turn, that 
was followed up by the_ statement that four doctors assisted him 
in getting from the house to the car., I don't know how 
four people assit a fifth one to walk, for seemingly two would 
be about a ll that could do much effectively, but I am not very 
much up on such matters. 

i • 

Prob a bly because I am inclined to be slothful by nature, 

I tend to believe that the campaign^ of getting one's 
self elected is enough to kill men, even thouse younger than 
Presidential timber. And after attaining the prize, it 
would seem that the Presidency is a pace that kills. Then 
toss in a bit of trout fishing, 27 or 28 holes of golf and 
what surprises me is not the stroke but that one hasn't 
made itself manifest much earlier. 

My instinctive feeling is the Mr. Eisenhower is rather 
worse off than is reported. One thing is certain, he will 
not run for a second term. I hopq he may not have to relinquish 
the reins to Mr. Nixon, and I don t know whom the Republicans 
can name to win the next election although they might have 
a chance on a candidate in the person of Chief Justice Warren. 

K J. H. says he would like Warren but couldn't stand either 
Nixon or Stephenson winning the Presidency. This surprised me, for 
I thought Nixon would be right up J. H.'s alley although I 
can well understand his dislike of Mr. Stephenson, what with 
his intellecu alism.y\ 

Oddly enough,,! have never met. anybody, Democrate or 
Republican, who didn't express horror at the thought that 
Nixon should ever move into the Presidential chair • 
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On the home front, I have had a good opportunity this 
afternoon to turn over in my mind a few possibilities for 
the formation of a company which may or may not lead to 
advantages all around, Carolyn telephoned from Marshall 
that she was shooting some pictures at the Lemee house in 
tow i for Mildred Cunningham and the Shreveport Times, 
asking if I would care to join everybody at Mildred's later, 
1 would not, Carolyn passed this way about dustk dark and 
I suggested that a company be formed under the title of 


Monday, September 86th, 1955, 


Panoramies Associates, or some such. The 
t o ~pro vide a job for Bora who is 
time, perhaps make some money 

;' i 
three 


purpose of the company 
itching for one and 
on the investment 

rovide for starting 
main blocks, - one 


would Be 
a t the same 

that he Bluff section would be jxp 

the company, the stock divided into 
for Bora, one for Carolyn and one for us-es 9l As the script 
job for the State comes to a close, Carolyn may or may not get the 
job of State Archivisit which, if she does, would be helpful but 
not imperative, We could begin production of some Educational 
films forthwith, be ginning with a book on teaching teachers to 
teach Art to children, his can probably be done anyway, and 
Irma Somperyac Willard's office will provide theactors, settings, 
etc,, and Carolyh will do the script and one of two or three people 
can shoot the pictures and B 0 ra can sell the finished work and 
a t the same time, if he so desires, establish Q Hew rlean s 
office where educational and industrial films can be processed 
did cleared, and with capital provided by r ihe Bluff, if it is 
forthcoming, could be used to begin shooting other films, and 
in between selling jobs, Bora could whip up some pictorial 
books from a tons of films the Marshall woman already has 
andl could do a bit of public pulse taking a nd tie up a few 
contacts for the concern and general radiate enthusiasm on the 
p-,rt of the producers in the company and prosepective clients. 

Of^course the thing may come to naught or it may come to 

something, There pre elements in such an undertaking that would 

contr bute mightily toward its success. One advantage is 

that it could begin on a shoe string or could rocket into something 

impressively broad, and at the same time provide agreeable employmen 

for everybody concerned and delight the Bluff ladies, too, since 

they are both enthusiastic about anything which ^ora likes, 

' . . j 1 ' •' • 

I provided Carolyn with a prospectus of theArchivist job 
which she will present to the lAfvernor either this week or next and 
a prospectus for her to preseia^ to Bora and associates covering the 

other business. . interruption,,,, Bora just telephoned to 

say Howdy, that Kay is still in South Carolina, getting deeds to 
property on which new oil . welld are to be drilled in Louisiana, and 
I didn t breathe anything a bout Panoramics Associates,,,,,,, 


t'oiC .j iv 

oir i'.i 


Memorandum : 

Another summer's day with the thermometer continuing 
in the 90's with a low of 74 promised tonight, which 
isn't too low for comfort . 

I thought the E, Roscoe Murrow summantion of the 
handling of the press releases by the Assistant Press Secretary 
of the Summer White House most excellent tonight, and it 
would appear that nobody was foiled by theinitial glossing 
a nd that those who instinctively felt that the President's 
condition was more serious than the first bulletins pretended 
weren't so wrong, 

. 

Carolyn got off at dawning, following a couple of 
unsuccessful attempts to take a couple of interior shots 
for a Shreveport article on the //ajchitoches Pilgrimage, 

A faulty flash bulb brought about the production of 
bsolutely nothing. But she was b a ck again before five 
minutes had elapsed, remembering that she had forgotten the 
prospectus for the State Archivist job, I could only 
recall Bora's observati on that she is less a woman than triplets, 

< The reference made in last night's memo concerning the 
Panoramics Association which, for euphony's sake should 
prob a bly be boiled down to Panoramic Associates, —giving 
^ 1 members a breadth of girth that is slightly hilarious, 


really has some excellent potentials for our side, I 
In giving birth to the idea, T prqbably have done most 
contribution I shall make but I feel that should such 


think, 

in what eve 
a 


company be formed, I shall h a ve the busiest post in the 
concern, that being to keep both Bora and Carolyn 
busy with producing whatever is on the docket and not flying 
off into fascinating but not prticularly productive under¬ 
takings of the moment, I am glad it is a thing which 
could be begun on a shoe-string and expandeded as 
circumstances warrant . Ihere would be advantages in 
the Bluff ladies putting up a large capital, of course, e speciall 
from which salaries might be drawn but the absence of 3uch 
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fund, might be. better all around, since the incentive without 
it would be the greater in the realms of productivity. How 
nice it would be if the thing really would mushroom into 
something that provide lots of people with good jobs, 
don't you think so. But those are horizons to be contemplated 
only if and when the organization is ever set up and functioning. 
Still, it is a pleasure to ponder on such matters, even though the 
m a y never e erge into reality. 

I can't recall if I have mentioned one thing about the 
peculiarity of Northern publishers on one matter that has 
given me pause for lyiuch speculation, and so I shall run 
the risk of boring you further by repeating myself. Holiday turne 
down the murals story although I must say I think it was the 
bet ter of such things coming across my desk. And I'm 
wondering if other magazines may not also turn it down, espedally 
those published in the North. Some months, perhaps years, back, R 
once remarked that it was so strange how d* ything that 
Janes wrote on the pleasant side a bout people of color, was 
invariably rejected by Northern publishers a ,lc ^ that when, in 
articles on some general article, as a travel thing or some such, 
if a 11 article chanced to include something favorable about 
the negro, that paragraph was always deleated (or however the word 
is spelled). 

Now here is the mural story, which, quite dispassionately, 

I consider excellent and everybody agrees that the paintings, 
a nd their reproduction in full color, is e qually fine, --and yet 
the whole thing is turned down. In casting about for some 
^reason, one cannot help speculating upon the possibility 
that Northern Editors feel their readers demand hearing only 
the horror things, a bout the lot of the negro in the South, and 
the Lord knows there are too many Money, Mississippis, it 
being assumed that the ditors get more thrilling response to 
their publications is the stories are all unfavorable to 
the negro or, as in the mural story, would present the 
sympathetic white people as softening the sharp edge of 
the injustices the negor experiences, and therefore 
said Editors categ rically refuse to present refuse 
to present a true picture of conditions in order that they 
can count on more readers ±m who h a ve made up their minds 
that only horror stuff obtains and therefore don't want to hear 
nything a bout the oases of cibilized society below the Mason-Dixoi 
Line. All this must sound both confusing, as it it poorly set dowi 
a ii4 rather incredible as to fact, but as one casts about trying to 
find reasons for so many rejections where favorable conditions of 
individual colored person is concerned, one naturally comes up 
with such an assumption, whthter it be correct or not...... 


Tuesday, September 27th, 19 55. 


o r. 


Memorandum : 

® \ 8 $ fr •,- V- - ^ '» 0,-vs .■ 

It seems a little odd that no mail for me should have come 
to hand since Friday, last past. I assume some mail sack must 
have mis-carried to Melville or some such place and will prob a bly be 
coming in shortly in ample, poundage. There might well have ^been 
no first class mail but it is rare that Life magazine doesn't 
come to hand on the appointed day 

The ladies returned from South Louisiana today. There must 
have been much dancing in the streets since everything appears 
rosey, so far as that frolic is concerned. 

As a surprise, Celeste stopped off in Alexandria to 
bring home the piece of marble Blythe had given me to be 
marked with an S and an arrow. The surprise was complete. 

So far os the S was concerned, it was very nice, but the 
arrow was about the size and the appearance of those traffic signs 
one sometimes sees, the head of the arrow looking like 
a pure triangle, the stem part being indicated by two parallel 
lines instead of one. .4s for the feather part or tail of the 
thing, the lines indicating the feathers were enclosed in an 
over-all heavier line, making the whole thing look like 
an arrow sketched by a traffic cop to be set up on a pole so 
that it could readily be sighted by motorists half a mile away • And 
such a cumbersome gob of an arrow dwarfed theS into insignificance. 
Fortunately the piece of marble is alike, top' and bottom and 
' some day I shall sketch an arrow myself on the marble and have someone 
else cut it. I might add that I submitted a sketch of an arrow 
with the' sl r b in the first place but apparently the stone cutter 
had ideas of his own and acted'upon them. 

I have developed a bad babit of ^paying such slight attention 
to the chatter that goes on whenever "the 'lady returns from a trip, 
since there never seems to be anything in the talk 

of the slightest interest to me, —hovl the neck line of the prettiest 


floTV 
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girl’s gown was cut, etc., etc tha + r 

ny particulars except that every year J Z ,lable tc P a ss along 

as *" • 


? “ p S<S ' ,S in *“»* ■> /or *4 oitolTr tM ae 


cannot imagine. 

might 

report Ji70t ° out °/ *Ae latest 

J?! Prospective tour, telephoned Cellste V*? ^ 

draperies in one of her bed V 1 * 2o ?* *o say t/iat 

6e/ore October 15th and so she had Jf to is finished 

^ouse from the tour. Of course Up eci< *ed she would withdraw her 
d read y 9%ng .«/ course the /act tAat tAe ArocAures are 

Prudhomme c a n t make up her mind te * 1 • “P to »ow, J/iss 

b J°l detour or not P „ d Tuo Yll.Prll P 0 *" 9 U let us. 

«*» ^7W8?;3 , 

tell 0 Se f! d Seau S°rt, 1 *»'«'him between 

thru * ?7 if ost Lucille is getting paid for > * S arranged. 

~ - i 

* he Vt ° e President whenever the Pro, i f * ' ■ '‘Session t 0 piMMr . j 

TJJf **?* *'‘ 5 PoundiZ Pollers diT-l '*■ J* /o„ 

tore , that someZ'Z'uiTfhaln 1 f t ? 4 “* “ 

AdutnutnUmi toS '/ 8 '“‘ 8 '“W 6 "*'* (» 

P p ret‘eTt Uy Vn | 

presentperpiexity will imneii+t 15 °ff l ce or hot. PerhnD <? +t 0 

tatter for futu/e e'mergeTcZt.* * Pr ° P ‘ r to siftle tie 

* 

National ComUette^^fim'O 1 ^ toda V wh en the Chairman of +h p 

7 ^%lL^ ite / OUSe/a 8 ^°t^ 0 i prcsa^T^ 7iCe Pres ^»*y/<«S MW<ea " 

»ot discussed politics rr + *, Prsss th a t he and Mr. Viren hr.* 
^“dsAiamgiiUdut first'dark t'on\ pVt*" I*' L^Vl- d better Lave their 

fVTf ZuZ£zz°%niro «*•*;*»»“?- iuzizz L e * 

suppose .f 3t preparation for their soughiward migarItToZ, ^ 3 ’ 


s i' i 1 


. 



Wednesday, September 28th, 1955. 


Memorandum : 

It remains wonderfully hot 
humidity remaining in the 90’s. 


and damp, both the heat and 


It really doesn't get 
moon bat at just that hour 
a source of light tonight, 


dark 

when 


thes nights, what with the w a xing 
the moon begins emerging as 
I stood for a while near the butterfly 
lilies to watch the activities of the humming birds, seemingly growing 
in numbers with each passing day. Tonight I saw one whose coloring 
I had never noticed before • He was a cafs au lait with about 
one part coffee and two parts milk. Although I know nothing &bout 
variety of these birds, I don’t ever remember having 
pictures of any so pastel in appearance. Naturally 
that I could not make out, what other colors were assembled 
the added decors that all of them have in such a 
of combinations. Perhaps he was an albina. And 
I 


t e vast 
seen any 
I regret 
give him 
multitude „ 

as I write these lines, I ind myself wondering how many of the 
dozens of varieties Audubon painted for his "girds of America 
series.took time out last night to knock off a Prospectus for 
P a norami Associates, setting forth the proposition in some kind of 
order. Later I shall send it to Dora to circulate in the 
nearest "financial circles". I should like to employ the 
n a me of Register in the title or sub-title in some fashion, although 
I haven't thought just how I can do it to best advant a ge as yet. 

Like the "Patent" in Patent Medecine, the word, Register" has enough 
potentials a bout it to really make it of value, if properly 
manipulated and it must be my business to put it to the 
best advantage I find Panoramic good, suggesting Panam in 
familiarity and yet suggesting scenes, hence photograp hie scenes. 


to 



As I envision the thing, 

Dora would handle sales, that 
that would leave a manager's 
I would function in a vague* 
such. The sceipt writing and prq 
be a full time job and so would 

'from films, — stills, —already to 
books on the order of "Ghosts Along the 


VI W >r *- -v *» ’ *• • V# * * V * 

it ever eventuates into fact, 
shall woman production and 
unfilled, since, if I appear, 
of way as co-ordinator, or some 
potion of films would 

OSm 


odu 

$9l 


hand, a fleck of pictorial 
Mississippi" could be produced, 






From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #f1~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7597 

/ 


7598 


V ' Jte j 

It is my unde f stand ing'~that Calrence John paid for the pubhcatio 
of that book out of his own pocket and got it all back, what with 
the thing having long since been out of print, I fitick 
of books after the manner of the 'Jo'la Nance things could be produced 
readily enough if money were put up to underwrite them, from 
the production standpoint, 'I'hat is where some of the capital should 
go. And some money should be invested in a shop in New Orleans 
and a laboratory or studio of some kind wt^ere films, both 
of the movie and the "still" variety, could be processed. With 
a script properly prepared, a picture could be made inexpensively, for 
I myself know several extxx excellent camera men, such as those 
who had done work here, and the music and talk for the film 
could be recorded rea3on a bly in New Orleans, 


The point of this whole project is to provide Dora 
with something to do, and since he is going to do something anyway, 
which may entail going into business, what could be better than to dir 
his steps into something O bout which he knows, —after all those 
years in Oklahoma University film section, and have the money which 
will undoubtedly be forthcoming from he Bluff ladies put to 
use that will provide entertainment at least and possibly profit, 
gZ though I honestly think the prof it element from their point of view 
is of secondary importance• orgive me for rattling off all these 
incoherent thoughts in $ucl) a fashion but I do like to keep you 
breast with drifts, even though they turn out to have been 
altogether pointless, 



. I had coffee with Madam Regard this morning. Celeste spent 
the day in town, working at a booth operated by the Catholic 
Daughters, a society to which she belongs, The town is having 
its annual Fair and everybody seems to like participating in 
the festivities, I must th nk to ask if they have dancing in the. 
streets , 



What with all the humming bird observations and what not, 

I let the E, Roscoe Murrow hour slip bye, which, in a way, I 
regret, although, if memory serves me correctly, he usually 
devotes most of his boradcasta at World Series time to 
a discussionwith some baseball expert on finer points of 
the day's game, and since I know nothing about that line of endeavor, 

I should haveai got much out of it and it's enough to know 
that the Yankees won and that vaguely Irooklyn seems to be my favorite 
and favorite is certain AA astrqng word in that connection since I 
know next to nothing' aj/fKti^any of the contending teams. 


A couple of let 1 
providing myself witt 
to further exploratif 

% ' ' 


•s a to be written and then, after 

bumper of Tender Leaf well iced, I shall resor| 
of the Almanac of Liberty,,,,,, 

- - % - t 


Thursday, September 29th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

Our summer weather continues and, miraculous to relate, 
no pilgrims be-cloud the horizon from dawn 'til dusk, 

So often these day, when things of a business nature are 
approaching such a pitch in little Miss Lee's camp, and 
a billion times a, day I find myself wishing I might share 
a sliver or two of the comparative quiet obtaining 
in these parts on this side of the b a mboo hedge, I realise 
full well how impossible it must be for you even to get a chance 
to catch your breath and I pray you not to think of taking pen 
in hand until well after all that excitement along the Jersey coast 
has well subsided, 

_ t 

I smiled to myself this evening when I heard the news reports 
regarding the President's progress. The job of Press Secretary must 
be a headache, no matter what does or doesn't happen. Yesterday, 
for example, it was stated that the President was using a 
talking book "for the use of the blind" to read some Western tales, 
suppose a segement of the papulation must have assumed from that rel 
that the President had lost his sight, for tonight it was stated 
that the President had played some recordings of B a ch music a nd 
that "a pretty nurse" had read him some mystefig stories, I 
suppose the B a ch was to take care of the presence of the reading 
m a chine and "the pretty young nurse" w a s to suggest that 
, talking book records, reserved for the blind, weren't being 
employed £>.. anyone not 1 00 percent entitled ot them. But just 
why the "young" and "pretty" nurse had to be thus described, I 
know not unless it is the theory of the experts that 
a man suffering from a stroke re-acts vigorously to the presence 
of youth and beauty at his bedside. 

Another item in the news that.impressed me was the fact that 
the jP Vice President, when convening the Security Council 
today, called for a minute of silent prayer at the opening 
of the session as an expression of hope for the President's continue< 
recovery It seemed to me that no matter how persuasive the Nixon ma\ 
m a y be, he was spreading his stuff pretty thick ntia at such 
a meeting. The next thing we shall hear, I fear, is that the unior 
Senator from Wisconsin will be pullina some such line, as 
he pauses in his pursuit of innocenb>feople he likes to 
, .lAbe,l, jC,ommunists, 
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Friday, September 50th, 1955. 


The afternoon radio spoke of Catherine Cornell, or does she 
spell it Katherine, has had a lung operation in Boston, 

E. Roscoe didn't mention this although it would have 

been as interesting as some of the baseball tomfoolery, I 

suppose the lady must be among those at the top of the American 

stage of our generation and somehow we are often fully as 

interested in the lives of our great players as we 

are in our foremost politicians, I certainly hope both 

Boston and Denver continue with f a vorable progress on the part of 

their respective patients. 


There was a full quorum of three at coffee this morning. 
Celeste said that as Jeddy's birthday is Monday and Madam Regard's 
on Tuesday, she has decided to have a nice dinner on Sunday 
to celebrate both at a single sitting, I am hoping it 
m a y dawn on her between now and the Sabbath that 90 percent 
of a banquet is the peaceand quiet going into the sitting, 

i | ' • f. • • , 

I shall finish the Douglas Almanac tonight, 
the happier for the full realization it brings that Justice 
Douglas is just the sort of person his Almanac reveals. 


It's a book which should scarcely be read as I 


reveals, 

have read it, since 
itself and 
as 


each page, —ink printed, would be complete in itself and 
sufficient for contemplatation (contemplation) as 
would be possible in the old fashioned Almanac, or 
in the columnist's paragraph,in syndicated articles. 

It goes without saying that I am hoping that his visit to 
Russia this past summer may result in another book from 
his pen 

1 J' » '0 *"• • > ' *■ • . •. - 

As for the October 15th, tour, the pamphlets haven't 
been printed as yet, the envelopes addressed or even a mailing 
list concocted. What with several different organizations 
in cities from 1 00 to 300 miles away having volonteered 
to transmit extra copies of the prospectus to their friends and 
associates, after receiving the inital batch, something tells me 
that there isn't going to be too much time left for transmitting 
the message by this medium, Rut that's part of the things 
\he social butterflies will have to learn in their current 
flutterings , I apologize for h a ving talked so much to so 
little po\n%/'.If only toil donesn't get down those 
hands a re so filled with l a bor these days . 


Memorandum ; 

Well, the month seems to be about played out, the 
week about played out, the day about played out, my telephone, 
lit ich I need at the moment is played out but I don't seem 
to have quite played my last card, 

* 

All the toalk I have been making about no mail can be 
wrritten off for the moment. Not so much came today but what 
little I skimmed through when a couple of dw a ddling 
secretaries blew in — and out —- c nviuces me that I got 
enough for a 1 single sitting, at least. 

Station WDSU wrote from New Orleans, —in response 
to my letter to Bob, written before he quitted the Crescent City 
for Manhattan, saying that I might borrow the Cl jmentins lu.itsr 
film, F ankly, on ripping through the letter, I had forgotten 
I had ever asked for such a thing. But then I remembered that 
I h a d told the Associated Clubs in Natchitoches it might be 
good way to drum up trade for their Pilgrimage if they 
fiad the film shown inShreveport, Monroe, Baton Rouge, etc,, 
a nd now it appears I can so borrow it, I should like to set the 
wheels turning on the placement of that item with the various 
TV stations but t shall have to waint until my Alexander 
Bell wonder revives, 

\ 

A letter from Dora says he needed exactly the letter he 
got from me, suggesting he do a book entitled "There's Where 

My Heqrt . "which would be a pictorial thing of little 

Miss Hunter, I regret I read all the mail so fast that I shall 
h a ve to retain it for a.wore careful look at some of the points. 

As I recall, Dora mentions that at one time he and Kay thought 
of a^oyal Street shop, "something that would take up their time 
a nd at the same instant, provided them with an opportunity 
to be free". That's the kind of a job everybody is probably 
looking for and with their oil wells, they ought tobe a ble to 
find just that, Dora also wants to know if I mind if he again 
h a s a go at the Prince of Jallon story. As the secretary ran 
through _tt>at part of the letter, the title for the book struck me, 
. ? Natchez Prince", He thinks the book ought to have tourist 
a ppeal both inNatchez and New Orleans, I have thought so for 
bout 16 years, so we are as one on that, 

FI 
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And then a letter from Carolyn, of which I skimmed about 
at such a great rate that I am considerably in a fog about it. 

There seem to be three points, —the gourd pictures m color 
came out nicely. A couple of more shots in color when the crop 
has been completely harvested and the story should be ready 
for Look or some such. 

Ttte second point has to do about a conference she has 
rranged in flew Orleans for Sunday, Oct. Slid, with some 
company that wants a film on British Honduras fisheries, —of 
11 things. The time required for the doing would be a bout 
six months, the price paid fifteen thousand dollars. I can t recall 
if she remarked or if I thought that this out to be a good 
"clincher" for establishing the Panoramic Associates thing. 

She has the know-how and the job. All he bluff has to supply 
is the Capitol* 

Her third point referred to Delta Pictures which is doing the 
"Louisiana-Report" scripts. The Governor's executive secretary 
is one of the Associates of Delta Pictures and he aksed Carolyn 
to sip a cup of coffee so he might apologise for the way Delta 
hnS been holding out salaries. This apology on his part seems 
to be the proper place for him to show his good will by arranging 
conference with the overnor for early next week at which 
%ime the State Archivist job will be offered for 
the Governor's approval • .As this letter seems to have been 
divided into three parts, it seems to carry out Dor a s observation 
that that Marshall woman is triplets, or ought to be or some such. 

It seems a little odd, although ) may have read the letter 
so fast, I didn't catch it, that nothing was said about the 
article which appeared in the BatonRouge Advocate, anarticle 
which I have enclosed under separate cover for your delectation 
nd which 1 trust, as usual, you will not,return, that is 
%o say, usual in such clippings unless specifically mentioned. 

The General sent me two copies, so I have one. C 0 me to think 
of it, perhaps he got an advance copy of the October 2nd, edition, 
or perhaps this is merely from last Sunday s edition, --it doesn t 
matter either way. 

And' so things turn and I shall now turn to the mail 
before calling it a day, a week and a month. 

If only this may be a placid week at Lyme, what with 
the breakers rolling in on the Jersey .coast and all...... 


W, l 


Monday , October 3 rd, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

■v..' i\ ,i- * U *r .&*f foi. » • 

Summer lingers on and I like it hut one of these 
evenings, it's going to start cooling off and then Indian Summer 
will have arrived, I suppose, —but not yet. 


As a matter of fact, I am inclined to believe the newly weds 
will be making it before Indian Summer, for I have no guess as to when 
the latter will make it but I figure that Kay will be b a ck in 
the Crescent Cj,ty shortly and as she went to South Carolina for . 
legal papers, T figure they will be heading out to Franklin or where 
ever it is the legcrl*lnatters are transacted and once that has been 
taken care of, they will swing around in this direction on their 
way home. Of course that is like a resident of Manhattan 
taking himself to Jersey City on business and swinging around by way 
of West Point on hi£ way back to Manhattan but with ample amounts 
of time and money on one's hands, I suppose that might be as 
pleasant a w a y as any when mileage doesn't count. 

» 

Last night I finished the Maurois rendition of t/ie Dumas story. 

The book contains a heap of particulars about 

Dumas, but it is primarily facts and Dumas himself never seems to 
have endeared himself to the quthor and one never feels a breath of 
life in the quadroon. --- * 

Perhaps A. Dumas was a little too fabulous for A. Maurois, 
and since there probably never could be a biographer wfto could 
resemble such a character, it would be intfiossible to put vitality 
into such a person, which, as I say it, it occurs to me that I 
sound as though a biographer is perhaps most successful when the 
subject with which he is dealing, in some ways are or is identical, 
either in personality or aspiration. Didn't Zweig say that Erasmas 
was the portrait he liked best of all those he had worked on. And 
it seems to me hesaUl something a bout it being in the nature 
of a self portrodplMi think I never heard of anyone so childish as 
Dumas who was M yonairfully gifted. ,.—the man who made 10 
fortunes but JKbpwllf I shall always regret I never read his travel 
books, perha^ v h'alf a dozen, which he wrote following his visit to 
Russia. Maurois 3aJs it^is impossible to tell what in it is fact and 
what is fancy but watever Dumas had to tell was entertaining regardless, 
a?ic| the account of his travels might well of had that quality about them 
which would be wonderful, 1 should imagine. • 4 

.. a.iL I \u 'a.- • o* > o. IXaAs 1 oa bi-.a 
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Tuesdcy , October 4th, 1955 


And just as I turned this page, the telephone rang. It 
was Dora, speaking from Franklin. He said he and K a y would like 
to pass this way tomorrow around 8 and that they would be s taying 

in town and that they would like me to sup with them. 

I had written them a few days back that the lady acress the fenct 
was making strange noises about all the difficulties attendant 
upon doing anything for the big house and that probably 

visit, so far as staying over night in the big house, could be 
accomplished more satisfactorily if attempted after rather 
than before the 15th. Hence their decision to park in town for 
food and sleep and the balqnce of their time can be spent at Yucca. 

t '' 1 " v / 

I saw Pat at breakfast this morning. He said he might 

have dinner on Sunday across the fence 8 or even 3 times throughout 

the entire year but no more than that, what with all the perfor ances 

going on there at every Sabbath gathering. can appreciate 
his decision so thoroughly and so sympathetically. Personally, 

I should prefer a crust of bread at home or no f-ood at all to 
the almost invariable fit of nerves that are trotted out 
at each breaking of bread. For J. Hi's sake and that of Madam 
Regard, I am glad to go through the mill, as it were, once 
each week,—and somehow the whole thing seems so cockeyed, 
such delectable »food consumed under such wearing tension. 

What a pity one of the Old Testament scribes didn't take time out 
to give us a picture of what Heaven was like before God 
put His foot down and cast out the Devil. Perhaps it was 
like Melrose, — all ingredients for , Par a dise present, coupled 
witfi one or two dark angel3 to keep a perpetual racket a-goin'. 
i ' 't ’ s ■ * . -'.too '* ' Vs' s>r>- * c. 'n... 

, r randpa's kittens have reached that state of developement in 
which there is nothing so exhilerating, in this world as climbing up 
the screeen door. At th,e sound of a soft thump>at the door, I 
glance in that direction. The moonl'ighirt on the broad leaves of the 
banana plants beyond glisten in the moonlight, bringing into 
stronger outline the ful lenth figures of a duple of 
kittens, crawling up the screen, th^fa^fht stomachs pressing against 
the wire mesh and their bright eye&QKkeeting the glow 
from my desk lamp)They had co-ni fre&IaMZf: hie ken bones for the r 
supper a while back and they lovea^ific^fMtkt- apparently they 
know there is a glass of milk . await \g tfiti$f%efGre bed time and 
I suppose that instead of crying, th^j are employing the 
screen door climbing method to call mfr attention to their 
gj;ese^ge and their willingness to have a go at a saucer 

it 

And so I shall go attend to them and then undertake some mail, 
and so to bed...... 


Memorandum 


Tuckes away safely in my armoir is y 
which came to hand in this morning’s post 


At coffee this morning, Madam Regard beamed with delight 
when she appeared. She said, that little Miss Lee had remembered 
her birthday and that she had received the sweetest card with 
the sweetest message ever. It would have done your heart 
good to see how much pleasure the message afforded her. 

I really had plenty of people 'bout who were physically 
a ble to help me with my in-coming mail, but the three 
secretaries who put in appearances at different 'times were each 
in his turn able to'arrive at such times as the three grown 
people who were here were gumming up the efficient operations of 
the secretariat and 'I preferred the peace and quiet of tomorrow's 
oppo'rtunities over the pressure of guests to enjoy a little 
chat with you. 

, 

Our summer weather continues, the thermometer well up in 
the 90's which made it convenient for getting a round, for 
warmth is preferable to dampness in moseying nbout to the 
African House, across the fields to the artist's cabin and up 
and down the roadif 

f *• f% . c. 

Last night when the call came through from 1 
South Louisiana, I understood the J. P. R.'s to say I 
might expect them at .8, and so I did. But precisely at 8, 
my telephone rang, — Bato'n Rouge calling. It was Carolyn 
saying she was about to head out for Shreveport and would be 
glad if I could give her a hand 'on 'a couple of points 
on the Hatchitoches tour article which is supposed to appear 
in next Sunday's Shreveport Times. If she doesn't get the 
article and the*~phot&graphs in before or at least by Wednesday, 
it seems to me it's going to miss publication, and 
that would be a great pity, since it is imperative, to 
do any good as publicity, of course, that it be in the 
Paper on the Sunday prior to the Saturday 'tour. • 

And since the social section can always be' taken care of 
after business has been disposed of, I gave the nod, and 
the surprise was considerable all around. 
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Surprises there were, but most of them, insignificant 
ones and obviously for me rather than others. 


in. t : :d 'f 


i 8, 


-*•7, 


i - 


D 


■V I 

of them how 


or e xarn.pl •, 

5:30. And ’-.h n 

’ 'c ! • c 1 . " b ' \ v ' *. ' ’ 

hr ■ • • - . - ’ K. y . ' *ru 

’ ’ . . ?«c fled on sight 

fond I had been of the n~,~ rather more so than I~canrecal2'," 
and the sensation was odd enough, for somehow in appearance 
they seemed like two other people than the ones I had known before, 

the same personalities but somehow in different physical form, 

* 

I said no to their invitation to go see the artist with them. 
As a matter of fact, the slip 'covers for the upper floor of the 
big house were supposed to arrive, all encased in the furniture, 
and some more sofas, chairs, etc., to be hauled into town 
by the same truck, and it seemed better somebody be here. 

Besides, I thought it would be nice all around if the artist's 
old boy friend could mosey across the field witty his wife on his 


It?* ;• • 


,rm. so 


the Hunter 
newly weds 


that too many 
gallery, 
were b a ck 


we carried with us, we mounted the 
Dora was delighted with all he had 
that he was delighted, naturally. 


people wouldn't have to be cluttering up 
And so it was, and in half an hour the 
here and fortified with a coke, which 


stairs of theAfrican House, 
to see 'and I was delighted 


Kay and I sat and chatted whilj Dora made the rounds and 
then Carolyn appeared and I told them they were all 
a bout to be noble but they weren't going to like the enforced 
nobility, —they had to' go next door tind say Howdy to the 
ladies, a dictum at which they all hooped ahd hollered, but 
go we did. 

* * * ( 

But we dicin't 'linger long, -- that's wh m y I wanted to 
go at that moment bucause I knew Celeste was expecting the priests 
for cards and that J. H. would be going to the club. And so it 
panned out, — J. H. and^Dpra in one corner chatting for a few minutes, 
Carolyn and Madam Regard 1 in another and Kay and Celeste in the 
third and I in the fourth chattingjpjthrone of the guests 
who had already arrived. We lingerea c^but 10 minutes, 1 think, and 
then were b^ck at Yucca and everybody feeling all his nobility. 

‘i i 

The J. P. R.'s,‘ invited us to dine in town with them, —they 
declined 'J. H.'s most cordial invitation to remain here because I 
them I thought it better to skip same if projected, tut it was 
plea-sant a 22 around a nd we were b„ck here by 1 0:30 to get to work 
the Shreveport liimes thing and now it is late and I must 
eventually fold up my beard. I think the o.P.R.s come here 
tomorrow and go to Briarwood tomorrow night .. 


told 


on 


7606 




l f . j SC. QT 

• Wednesday, October 5th, 1955. 


* 

* 




Memorandum ; 


Only little Miss Lee can appreciate with what keen 
anticipation I contemplate the advent of tomorrow's 
dawn when secretaries will pass this way before diving into 
the cotton patch. My armoir remains closed but will give 
up its written treasure.five hours hence. 


My day has been a fairly • brisk 
the fine summer weather continuing, 
with a minimum ofdifficulties. 


one - but, what with 
I got through it 




Last night along about 6:50, the people who are doing the 
slip covers for the upstairs big house furniture, brought 
in a sofa or two and a couple of charis in a big old truck, 
hey drove the truck to the back steps where they unloaded the 
stuff and then, when they swung the truck around 
to pull out, they backed into the cister, knocking it 
slap down, half of the bricks falling into the cistern, 
the other half waving in the breeze. And so at 5 this morning , 
I marshalled forces to bring sand, cement and new brick and 
a couple of workmen to put the thing back in order. And from 
then until now : —22:30 at night, I haven't been alone 
for a second. . 

;.p: .um : y. ^’V r.o 1 -.:z boo*-.. •*'. 

In what turned out to be a slightly futile undertaking, 

I dictated captions f#r Hatchitoches Tour pictures, 
intended for the Shreveport Ti mes 0 n Sunday. At 9, to keep 
things right side up, Carolyn, and I, although short for time, 
took coffee with the ladies across the fence. I have seen 
quite a few performances but Celeste put on one that 
beat anything yet. She nearly burst into tears 
o a ccasi ns, so mad or perhaps so wrought up was 
She explained to Carolyn that, she wanted her to understand that 
it was her desire that the Shreveport Times devoted as much 
space as possible to the houses on the tour but she wanted 
to make it equal, ly clear that as she he self would never think 
beiyg interested in an o f ld house if it weren't on a tour, 
she most certainly didn-t expect people reading the articles 

■ £■ '• • '■ * ' o * 

. . . . • I i ^ 


on several 
the lady, 
understand 


of 
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to be interested in the place on any day except on 
Saturday, the 15th, There wa3 tons of such sort of non¬ 
sense with one or two faintly veiled barbs at me for making 
her life miserable by permitting people to visit 
the place. Eventually we got out of the tea pot tempest 
and, returning to this machine, cut the article in half and then 
in half again and eliminated all but a few non-descript 
illustrations, and let the thing slide, I should assume that 
the lady is heading for a crack up but have assumed that 
be ore and been wrong. 

The J, P, R,'s arrived at 10 and remained until 
15 minutes before I got to this machine tonight, They seem to 
be getting on fine. We did a mid day at tour of the river to 
a void Melrose at the dinner, hour and at 2 Carolyn left for 
Shreveport, At 5:50, the J, P, R's invited me to dine 
with t hem in town and that was pleasant. On our return at 
7:50, we saw J, H, going from the store to his house, 
and it was nice to have him come and chat with us for half 
an hour, 'He doesn't seem ruffled by the domestic storm 
brewing un er his roof. 

On our'return to Yucca, the moment seemed auspicious 
to give a brief thumbnail sketch of the "Know Your Cardenf 
project. Both Kay and her husband seemed delighted 
with its potentials, They want to have a formal session 
a bout it in Novembe r, Their thought is that I will 
run-down to New Orleans for the meeting and my thought is 
that they, will run up here, I can t see myself going there 
but the situation in the lunatic section across the fence 
at the time' will prob a bly determine the out come, 

' ' i ■ . ; .... ; 

Tomorrow afternoon the J, P., R,'s will drop by 
Briawood and on Friday morning they will come this way a gain 
to say Goodbye as they head back toward Hew Orleans, As 
I never saw Bor„ alone, it seemed to me better not 
to inquire if he planned to stop off at Baton Rouge 
t‘o see Miss Maa, but comp to think of it, they did say they 
were goin'g back by way of Lafayette and Franklin, which will meai 
'they will not be in the Baton Rouge area, 

. 

One thing I learned from Carolyn that was arresting, 

Irma S, >Vill ard . at their luncheon in Baton Rouge the other day, 
"expressed enchantment over the Art Education film and 
suggested, apropos of nothing, that Carolyn accompany her on 
a tour t o Havana in January when big shots in he I n dustrial 
worlS will charter a boat for the purpose. Those two ladies 
cidn't know it, but Si 0, Henry, as Presidetnof the B, R, 

Chamber of Commerce, with wife, will be on said junket, 

Lord, Lord, how things do swirl,,,,. 


Thursday, October 6th, 19 55, 


Memorandum: 


It was so good, starting the day off right by the happy 
conjunction of the contents of the armoir and a secretary, 

And how noble of the Lady of Lyme to take pen in hand at a 
time 'When things are so by sixes and sevens to force a moment 
for such a delightful chat, 

1 - • *t . v . 4 


It is heartening to 
had their paths smoothed 
a gesture of appreciation 
the days off, as referred 
that an opportunity will 
to make the most of them 
improvements, let us hold 
not so much as mentioned 
appreciation of just a 1 
a nd accomplished, Heaven 
figure it should, even my 


learn that some of those wfio have 
for them at the office have volonteered the 
is in order, Naturally I am hoping that 
to, may be generous in number and 
present itself for little Miss Lee 
by doing nothing. As for the compensation 
the thought that they will be 
as a fuller manifestation of 
ittle, at least, of what has been undertakei 
knows it will never reach the 
the most modest estimates, 


1 

As for correspondence, I pray you not to let it 
xatxibx sail along as best suit3 the prevailing breeae, knowing 
full well as you do that the silence is merely an optical illusion 
for one who is sensitive to elepathy, It is so good to know that 
all other clouds of gloom can be disposed of as mere vapor on the par 
one who never doubts the unfailing qualities of Southern sunshine. 

It is so kind of you to remark upon such facts and by all rights it 
sould inspire the SouUkern sunshine to send brighter >earns than 
are sometimes the ca^^when I toss in elements that are 
often on the ridiculous side and frequently tiresome. But I 
shall i Iways try to keep the sketches true to the light in which 
| I see them so that you may always rest assured that the pulse 
of the neighborhood may be well within your understanding, 
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This morning arrived in a neat little package the 
two generously filled little sacks of Freesias, one 
Snowstorm white, the other lavendar. Heed I say it didn t 
take me two minutes to round up a flock of earthen pots and 
get them planted. I placed them on the front gallery where 
they will get plenty of warm sunshine and where I can sprinkle 
them easily from the hydrant there. I Want them where I cal i 
see them a dosen times a day and watch their progress. The 
lavendar ones I am keeping separate from those I planted last year 
just to see how the coloring compares. As for the 
Snowstorm variety, this will be my first attempt with 
them and naturally I shall eagerly watch their growth and 
you may be expecting to hear a report in a few weeks as 
to the appearance of the first buds of the impending 
white flurry. I put some bulbs of both varieties in one 
pot with a view of surprising Madam Regard with a flowering 
gift from you a little later in the season. I know that she 
will love them doubly because of their origin. 

. **■ , 

I got around to read an ancient letter ofDora s ,- 

at least a week or ten days old and the news from Robina 
had been in my armoir along with the letter f rom Lyme. 

It goes without saying that I was surprised to learn 
of the death of Kenneih Hunt during the summer. I 
suppose it is remarkable, in a way, that he should have lived 
these 8 or 9 years, following the breaking of his back but 
somehow I wasn't exactly prepared to learn of his death. 

It seems a little odd that Rudolph didn't drop me a card concerning 
the death of his old friend but perhaps the news failed to 
reach him as he traveled about Europe. 


Friday, October 7th, 19 55. 


From Miss Heine’s letter, it would 
is still too busy to write letters to her 
pity since it is obvious she leans so hea 
ment on news Jrom her old acquaintances i 
Frankly, 1 think they could do better and 
so since they all must know she Qan't pos 
be here for them to make happy much longe 
then, we know perfectly wel^that -Hatohez 
letters and so I suppose. ws^ight as well 
fact, even when it concerns ones of their 


seem that Hatchez 
'. This seems a great 
vily for entertain - 
n The Bluff City. 

! particularly 
sibly 

t anyway. But 
' never would write 
, accept that 
oldest friends. 


, • •, * . •* • •• 'I . . » ,>• . . u •- ■ o 

Across the'fence the same high tension continues to obtain. 

I look for the fin a l touch to come along about Friday night 

when it would surprise me not at all if the whole Wenk tribe 

blew in for the week end. That certainly would be the final touch , 

And now I must turn to the mail and after that, I must 

try getting caught up on some sleep. Do hope since last 

you set hand to paper you have had some luck in that direction...., 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your early-early Wednesday 
letter in today's post. And thanks much for the clippings, 
both of which I have read in part and which I shall 
read and undoubtedly re-read over the week end. J. H. 
counted Mr. Johnston as a friend, I believe, which isn't 
surprising as you prob a bly surmised, as both have been 
so active in cotton matters. 

» • 

As for the full page item concerning the outrageous 
doings in and about Money, Mississippi, I had heard 
on the radio that there had been such an item published 
and that was all. It is so good to be able to know 
exactly what they were talking a bout on the radio, 
thanks to your thoughtfulness and you may be sure 
I shall digest the item with the keenest interest. 

■ 

As indicated in an earlier memo, I planted 
the freesias, immediately upon their arrival. 

Cne of the pots contains the nices circle imaginable 
of the lavendar ones and slap in the middle of the 
circle I placed the bulb of .the Snowstorm. This 
pot I shall present to Madam R e gard when it approaches 
perfection. What with temperatures beginning to 
tunble and All Sai nts Day three weeks , off, meaning 
that a cold snap could come during the lady's 
a bsence in South Louisiana as she always is around 
All Sainti Day, it seems to me better that I 
keep the pot under my wing until she gets 
stationed at home for a witi'l£ wiiere she can keep 
an eye on them. I knojo she is going to be 
entranced at the prospect of having them and 
I shall tell her I am nursing them along for her 
in you r beh a lf. t 

And may I say how much H appreciate your kindness 
in setting me straight bout the card I sent along which 
zurns out to have been from Time rather than Life. 

I had gathered some time back that the one magazine 
uses the files of the other for advertising purposes in 
drumming up new subscribers. It was so generous of you 
to offer taking care of a subscription to Time but 





I 
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as I have .no one to read periodicals, I would not get 
the good out of it I do out of Life which, with its pictures and 
shorter text, seems to suit my situation so neatly, 

The plantation subscribes to Time cmd so I could 
always borrow it if some article of particular 
importance should appear, I shall be thinking of little 
Miss Lee the next time I glance in its direction, 

I w a s naturally distressed to learn that this week has been 
reaching a pitch even higher that last week, which I thought 
had attained an impossible level, How well do I understand 
what you mean when you say that this will be the last time 
such a jam will be piled up for you to contend with, I 
do so .sincerely hope thatyou may get through the current 
one without being knocked out completely. Do, please, try to 
recuperate just as soon as possible. 

Across the fence this morning, everything was a s 
sweet 2 s it has been sour on the previous days # I think 
lots of people, J, H, being one of them, can take these 
switches from extreme to extreme all in his stride, I am 
not in that class at all. Ho amount of sugar 
after a draught of vinegar produces any other sensation 
than that vinegar has been the precursor of the sweet, 
but naturally I try keeping the even tenor of my visage 
throughout oday's performan.ee would suggest that 
the lady is beginning to get the idea that playing at 
rigging up the place for an annual pilgrimage might be 
fun after all, I hope so, for in the end, that might 
tend to preserve the place more effectively than anything 
else, so far as money being invested in its repairs and up¬ 
keep , But so far as my relations with the lady is concerned, 
nothing in this world she could ever do would restore 
any respect I have for her as a personality or as 
a friend, although she will, probably never know that, 

. . . . .■ ' > ■ - . 

he J, P, Rls arrived at 11: 30 tod a y and dined with 
me at the big house, ‘they .reported the Briarwood gal 
a s looking splendid and getting along wonderfully well. 

As her ancient colored servant, Mora, noi.9 has a telephone, — 
that seems odd, one may now telephone Carrie via the 
Mora line and thus establish a connection,, Everything 
seems rosey with the newly weds and they d eparted for the 
Franklin properties at 1:30 both obviously a s contented 
with life and each other as’two gay kittens. 

Our temperature will drop to 55 tonight and accordingly 
I put the wool tack b n ck on my bed tonight, following its summer 
vacation on the shelf, I fervently hope this week end may 
witness a measure of rest and quiet at Lyme,,,,,, 
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Sunday, October 9th, 1955, 


Memorandum : 

The weather continues cool and cloudless, ideal for the 
Church Fair held yesterday and today across the river at S- fc. 
Augustin's, Or perhaps it would be more correct to say 
that it is being held last night and tonight since it 
seems to get under way about sunset and continues 
until after midnight, the business concluding with dancing in 
the Convent this Sabbath night. It seems so odd that I never 
quite get accustomed to the idea of dancing in the Convent 
on Sunday night but the practice is so old that its novelty 
should long since have worn off. 

On Saturday mrning I was vaguely surprised to learn that 
the whole iVenk tribe had arrived during the night and were 
spending the day here, $ister apparantly was not drinking and 
equally surprising, was in a pleasant humor, I did not see 
her,until 10 o'clock when she came over to pay me a visit. The 
sun was so pleasant and the air so cool, I recommened sitting 
on the gallery which we did, He all dined together and she 
went to the store, I did not see any of them again, thank 
Heavens, The only thing of interest I learned from her had 
to do with her plans for the next two weeks. She said her husband 
was leaving on the morrow for a medical meeting in 
Hew York to be gone for two weeks and that she would be terribly 
busy during his absence, supervising the nursing home, etc,, etc, 

I counted this as good news since one might assume, although 
without certainty, that she would not, therefore, gum up the 
works next Saturday by putting in an appearance on Pilgrimage day, 

\* _ ’ ' O O, ‘ * f , ' ^ 0 ■; . C >1 4 O V 

he Shreveport Times gave about half a page to a write up 
a bout ,the first annual tour of historic Matchitoches, There 
were a few pictures, --and somebody said there was a figure standing 
by the old columns of the Bullard mansion accompanying the 
article that looked li^e me. How odd. After the spasm 
Celeste had put on about providing publicity that would 
quicken the imagination of readers for but one day only, after 
which everyone was supposed to play he-had never heard of 
the Cane River country, I aided Carolyn in re-writing the 
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October 10th. 19 55 


manuscript, eliminating all pictures of Cane River plantation 
homes and cutting references to their historic background to 
a sliver. 

Ora telephoned me during the morning to say she thought she del 
my subtle hand in much of the phraseology of the article. Again 
may I say How odd. 

When the tour was still in embryo stage, hashed Ora 
to dispense hospitality at Yucca while I performed at the 
African House. She said she didn't know how it would 
fit in with her teaching schedule at college but if that 
could be worked out, she would be delighted. Today's call 
indicated the matter wasn't settled entirely but she had hopes. 

She was told when I first called her about giving me a hand that 
she might get a similar call from her sister-in-law. Madam 
Beaufort, who had telephoned me while trying to make up 
her mind if she would permit her house to be on the tour and 
I had told her that I had asked Ora to help me. Immediately 
after that telephone conversation, it deve'lope s, Beth called 
Ora and asked,her to assist at Beaufort, /Jaturally Ora 
responded flattly in the negative, So things shape up. 

Tonight's reports from Denver, marking the 2nd week 
of the ^President's illness, somehow suggests that his stroke 
must have been a severe one, what with t he chance that he will 
not be back in.the White House before the first of the year, 

A few commentators observe that if he does not accept the 
nomination in august, he can certainly name the candidate 
,who will run in his place. His puzzling enthusiasm for 
Mr. flixqn sets me to wondering if he would name him. Somehow 
I feel brother Nixon .would not be a good .vote-getter but perhaps 
that is merely because I, personally, have a feeling he is a fraud, 
based in large measure upon his performances during the last 
Presidential campaign, performances which for what reason 
I have never been able to imagine, seemed to move Mr. 

Eisenhower to tears of joy pid satisfaction. 

I still cast al out unsuccessfully to discover "Meet the 
Press". I thought I had caught up with it at one point when 
the i announcer remarked that that it would come on in one minutes, 
but it never did, —just some old musical thing.. 

It was early this morning when 1 stepped in to the Blessed 
Martin's sanctuary. My most fervent wish was that peace today 
obtained at Lyme...... 


Our summer wearther is back again and^l'm all in favor of same 

Today's post brought the enclosure- from Rudolph. Of course, 
the most interesting thing a bout the letter is the one point 

he failed to mention, - Kenneth's death. As Rudolph was 

Kenneth's best friend, it would naturally be expected that word 
concerning Kenneth would have come from Rudolph. Wouldn t 
it be even more odd if, by some quirk of i'ate, Rudolph still 
is in the dark a bout it, as much as we were until Robina s 
l„ $ t letter referred to it as having 'taken place in the summer. 

Ihave no doubt, however, that Rudolph knows about it. Surely 
his letter is a classic example of how mutual friends can 
proceed on the assumption that each knows some detail or other, 
and by failing to mention it, one remains quite oblivious about it. 

Herewith or under separate cover, i'll enclose the 
clipping from the Shreveport paper of yesterday concerning 
the impending tour and the pamphlet being issued in town 
concerning the doings. I suspect Charles Cunningham whose 
press published'the pamphlet, must havd had a stock of odd 
sized paper since it seems to be of a dimension that nobody on 
earth could fold up to fit a regulation envelopes'without 
making o mess of it. 

I was interested as usual in the report from Denver tonight 
concerning Mr. Eisenhower’s condition, as reported by the CBS 
correspondence from that quarter. He referred to the 
heart specialist, Dr. White as "a perky little man". I 
am not quite sure what a "perky little man" is like but I think 
the reporter may have meant a"pert little man", although I 
don't have the services of a recorded dictionary and so am unable 
to check again my own concept of the difference in 'meaning 
of those two words.' 

As for the report itself, I concluded that either I 
do not understand English or that the the medical profession 
has a lingo whose precise meaning is 'understood only by 
members of thai profession or that the medecine men and the 
politicians cooked up a?id have been cooking up statements 
concerning the President's health thdt are 3imply 
intended to mislead. 

You may have noticed all during the past two weeks, they 
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Tuesday, October 11th, 2955. 


have given emphasis to the brighter side of the picture 
by solenly stating from day to day that there are 

no complications'l. This did seem re-assuring, primarily, I suppose, 
because the bulletins g a oe the impression of satisfaction 
that nd complication's had appeared, leading one to assume that 
complications were something to be dreaded and since no complica- 
tions had appearedthat was good news .- 

But, ad a layman, I haven't the slightest idea as to 
what complications were to be looked for as an unpleasant 
possibility. Off hand, I should guess that most people thing 
of some form of paralysis as being more or less likely following 
a strdke. From this I concluded that "complications" referred 
to paralysis and that as nobody has breathed that word so far that 
I have heard, it was to be assumed that no paralysis had 
developed. 

hut tonight's Denver broadcast mentions thatthe 
heart heals quickly in some cases of this nature, some 
more leisurely and some very slowly and that is the case 
with the President's, —a very slow healing, This is the 
first time I have heard any mention of this aspect of his 
condition, So far as I know, "very slow healing" doesn t 
mean "complication", —at least not in the medical jargon, but 
if anything other than sheer paralysis ts referred to when using 
the words, "no complications", I should conclude off hand that 
an inclination of the -heart to heal very slowly would constitute 

quite a decided complication in itself. 

» ’■ 

In short, I find myself still in the same frame of mind that 
I have been since the first reports I heard of the President's 
illness, which I got not on Saturday but on Sunday two w eeks b a ck. 
At the time I felt intuitively that some hush-hush business 
was being imployed in the news releases . • I must say that 
after tonight's report, I still l n bor under the same impression, 


after tonight s report, I still l n bor under the same impression. 

At supper tonight, J, H. expressed the opinion that Sherman Adams 
at present is President of the United States, He thinks slick Mr, 

Mixon is merely serving as window dressing and that although he probably 
doesn't like that role, there isn't much he can do a bout it and 
that Mr. Adams is really calling the tunes. I apologise for 
having gone on at such a great rate about all this but I must 
confess that the question as to which person is swaying the sceptre 

is so infrequent under parallel circumstances that I find the mere 
novelty makes it interesting to speculate upon . 


Memorandum : 

Our lovely Indian Hummer continues. 

, At 9 o'clock coffee, I found Father Robal with 
the ladies. He was over this way to return unsold Cane River 
plates which had figured in the St. Augustin Fair. Some notion 
as to the scantiness of this year's crop and consequent shortage 
of ready money seems to be reflected in the modest amount of 
business done at the Fair. Two years ago VS Cane River plates 
were sold. This year only four were purchased, 

As we came out from coffee, Celeste noticed a car. standing by 
the side gate and asked if I had been expecting com any. I had not, 
On investigation as to the identity of the pilgrim, I discovered 
it to be none other than your friend. Madam Beaufort. She had 
made a tour of the big house, the African House and Yucca on 
her own hook. She said she wanted to see for herself what 
preparations we were amking for Saturday's tour. She is a bag. 

She modestly remarked that as the outstanding authority on 
flowers in Natchitoches Parish, she had to admit that the local 
butterfly lilies were the most gorgeous she had ever seen. Further 
she said she was puasled as to why, when I gave her some roots 
two years ago, I had given her, an inferior grade that died within 
the year. She wanted me to give her some of the roots of 

better quality. . imagine . .and at the 3ame time 

she would like me to give her lo,ts of cannas, Giant's Beard, 

Sago palms and lots of gourds. Obviously she was in one of her 
more wacky moods and g a ve the impression that instead of getting 
mad at. her, I lpughed at every ridiculous thing she said. 

» » ; 

She observed that next year the pilgrimage should be held 
in the Spring when her camellias were at their best and didn't 
I agree with her. t I told her that frankly, I thought she 
wa3 °ff the track and that sinpe money for restoration of the Lemee 
House was the purpose of the tour, a heap more of it could be 


so infrequent under parallel circumstances that I find 
>elty makes it interesting to speculate upon . 
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some 


rounded up if /latch i toghes held the tour as it is this year, in 
October, and so avoid the inevitable competition which 
would have to be bucked, were the thing to function at the 
same time as the Hatches pilgrimage and the flew rlea. s Spring Festival 
She countered with the declaration that she wanted the tour 
when her camellias were at their best and, besides, she wanted s< 
good butterfly lily roots, which seemed to have no relationship, 
che one with the other, since camellias areMarch numbers and 
the lillies a deep.summer and autumnal specialty, I think 
she finally gave me up as a bad job and so struck out for Celeste's 
where she remained until nearly time for their dinner, 

% • ■ 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall at 2, saying she had to be in 
Lafayette forthwith and asking if I could give her a hand on the 30 
Page aplicatitiTion she is making for a Guggenheim award for th e 
sjuddup j Canjun influences on American co_u ilizatian, 
aturally I.said 1 could and did. The Cajun country was selected as 
a subject on a Pipes recommendation that something be selected 
that wouldn't sound too foreign to the ears of the Guggenheim 
award comme itteee and as probably nearly everyone has heard of 
Evangeline, famililarity might give one an inside track on the 
application, t 


Before she arrived, I prepared an outlin e 
./ articles far the Magazine Section of the 'Times 
I think she could toss off with comparative 
might just as well offer to Mr. Ogden since 
consideration at the moment «. My thought is 
uiould increase interest in its paper if each Sunday 
a pictorial article, devoted to certain limited high 


for a series of 
Picayune which 
ease and which she 
she seems to enjoy 
that the Picayune 
it ca ried 
points in 


65 


his 


a different Louisiana Parish, One Sunday might be entitled : 


West Feliciana— . .. ...... 

Parish Points ,and Pointers, 

• 

Three subjects only would be touched upon, say, the new Highway 61, 
wh,ich Mrs. Stirling is always talking a bout, Audit bon-Oakley State 
Park and the South' s lovliest graveyard, at St. Francsiville, 
Natchitoches 

Parish Point and Pointers 

could be covered t by the Christmas lights, •the Lemee House 
a nd the African House murals, and so the series could go. M<ji y of 
illustrations for such articles are 
_ brief text would be easy. Well, 


the 


already to hand and stirring up 
we shall see what Mr. Ogden says. 


One joke ,bout the Baton Rouge special feature article on the 

Natchitoches tour, appearing in last Sunday's paper, —about equal i 
to the Shreveport layout, was the fact that the newspaper made an ' 
error and used an elegant cut of the .Hatches Melrose to illustrate \ 
the caption made for the Louisiana Melrose . 
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Wednesday, October 12th, 19 55. 


Memorandum j . • 

• . V , , , ... \ 

Our elegant Indian Summer weather continues* 

We are promised a "widely scattered shower" tonight, 
j allowed, by ja'ir, cooler weather on the morrow, and 
what with the Chinese fire crackers exploding in the radio 
at urrow time, I guess the cool air is on the way but 
I see nothing of the "widely scatter shower". 


I missed the beginnings of news broadcasts all along 
the way today and being a person not very historically 
minded, I guess, it never dawned on me until late in 
the afternoon that today is Columbus Day, And 
since it is Columbus Day, I found myself wondering if the 
date' of that gentleman's birth is known, It is 
interesting that Discovery Day should be celebrated 
as Columbus Day and I ve been turning over in 
my mind other dates bearing a man's name and 
all that I can think of seem to celebrate the date of 
his brith and not the date of some particular achievement, 

V - _v, 

banks in town were closed today but 
way was per schedule al though 

When the , P, R,'s wdre here and Dora mentioned 
interest in photography, I suggested that he try 
hand while living in the Crescent City of doing a book 
1 a f ter manner of Paris de Nutt, I explained the general 
nature of the pictures in that volume and suggested 
that in a Nouvelle Orleans de Nuit it might be nice 
to include exterior night views of one of the famous 
restaurants and one of the more widely advertised 
Bourbon Street dives, a picture of th'e Cathedral taken 
at night when the lights in ackson Square would outline 
the touwers against the sky, a slap up against General 
L/ackson s statue which would therebye appear in silhouette, 
the Huey P, Long bridge in semi-darkness and so on and so 
He probably will not getaround to do this but it seems to 
ought to provide some entertainment for him while the oil 
are.perking, * 


Somebody 
mail delivery 
not much came 


his 

his 


said the 
out this 
to hand. 


forth , 
me it 


V UiUF» 1/ 

wells 






i 
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At supper tonight, J. H. gave me a letter, w ritten 
by some lady in Pennsylvania, interested in the 
geneology of the Picou family. She had read the name 
in arneit Kane's Plantation Parade, had written him 
concerning Miss Cammie's grandmother and Mr. Kane, 
in turn, had recommended she write to J. H. for 
particulars and J, H., in turn, gave it to me* 

I don't know if I ever talked much about 
Carmolyte Picou much or not. Miss Cammie never knew much 
about this Breaux Bridge, La* lady, except that 
she was an orphcn possessed of some property and that 
her guardians had permitted her to marry at the a 0 e 
of 23 to Isaac Erwin whose first wife had left him 
dosen children, some of whom were much older than 
the new 23 year old stepmother* TheErwins were 
Porte t a nts but little Miss Picou was a Catholic and the 
marriage was performed by a priest after special dispensation 
had been secured, from the Ch rch, emitting the groom, 
a tall man, to remains seated druing the ceremony while 
his 23 year old bride stood beside him. How lacking 
in Imagination Isaac Erwin must have been since it would 
hnve been so easy for him on the day of the wedding to 
find himself indisposed to the extent of being unable to 
arise, therebye en bling the groom to remain flattened 
out in the bed, ano. thus permitting the bride to 
dominate in height the scene of the ceremony * 

So much for the mother and father of Miss Leudivine . 

&ut that isn ' t all to be said a bout that 
marriage whic4k,Jtkft much to be desired on the 
part of the wife? Miss Cammie's cousin from Donaldsonville 
once told me of the profound impression made on her 
mother when arriving one evening at Shadey Grove where 
she found Carmolyte Picou Erwin on her knees, ^ 
pulling at Iss a c Erwin's coat tails and pleading 
with him to spare the life of the little colored 
boy whose brains he was beating out a s he swung 
the child by the ankles against the trunk of 
a tree. Obviously there were other places 
than the Hidden Hill plantation of Robert McAlpin which 
might well have supplied copy for scenes for other Uncle Tob 
Cabins. 1 

Somebody today said it was thought the last 
volume of the Washington bigoraphy had been rpinted 
by Scribner from the Freemgn notes. I must write 
Scribner tonight to inquire . 






Thursday, October lZth, 2955. 


Memorandum • , i 

Our rain never did develLope last night and 
today was as bright and cool as an Indian Sumer day 
should be. 

You may well imagine I was a little disappointed 
this noon when Ora telephoned to say she had come down with 
a terrible cold and simply, wouldn't be a ble to lend me 
a hand on Saturday. Ora's health is far from 
vigorous and what with her college work and her family, 
she is so wise, I think, to reocgnise the danger 
of more cold by "staying put" on Saturday. 

* 

More clippings from the Baton Rouge Advocate came to 
hand from the General in today's post. I 
shall enclose them in this envelope and an 
a ccompanying one. I ran through the text of 
the article very hurriedly and gather it is about 
the same as the one in the> Shreveport paper on 
the matter of the tour. I was delighted to see that 
no captions were used in connection with the 
illustrations in this article. The presecne of 
the picture of the Melrose of Matches rather than 
of Natchitoches Parish cuts mighty little ice and 
probably nobody recognised the Matches number since 
from the text of the article, places other than the 
local Melrose were mentioned and the casual reader probably 
took the item in question as merely another 
one of the atchitoches Parish places. 

In the decors department, I am using big bushes of 
grandiflora magnolia leaves in the fireplaces bothat 
the big house and at ucca. t seems to me never saw 

the red seeds on the cones of the magnolias so fulsome and 
brilliant as they are this season and their 
scarlet torches will give a pleasant effect amid 
the big bouquets of xxs shiney green leaves. 
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While fiddling around in the gourd section, waiting 
for the folks to come for supper, a couple of gentlemen 
lbomed out of the shadows, bringing the piece of marble, 
marked with the arrow pointing to the S, as in South, 

1 had almost forgotten a bout the thing but was glad 
to be reminded of its existence. The job was alright in 
spitd of the fact that the two gentlemen were obviously 
without imagination. The first thing they wanted 
to know was what in the world I proposed doing with such 
a thing. Blandly I remarked that I had in mind using 
it for convenience of people passing this way, to indicate 
the path by which they should proceed, hat seemed to 
satisfy them completely or else they knew I must be cra 2 y 
nd let it go at that, 

» 

I telephoned Rosalind Aswell after supper and asked 
her a bout serving as uc.Ca hostess on Saturday, She 
said sRe would be delighted and asked what costume 1 should 
like to have her appear in, I tolkd her I thought 
Hoover apron, in lieu of hoop-skirts, .would be 
arresfih'4] -put Mrs. Wood i?i the African House downstairs and 
Clemence upstairs and that will give me a i opportunity 
fi® circulate a little as there undoubtedly will be occasion 
to look after this or that and a score of details that 
cannot be an ticipated, 

» 

The atchitoches library called me today to 
inquire about some, hisotrical point and I took the 
opportunity to inquire if they had any record about 
the final volume o the George Washington biography 
by Freeman ever having been published. Tb,ey did 
a heap of s currying, around apparantly, —at least they 
kept me waiting for hours, coming up with the 
"thought" that it had. I got the inquiry off to Scribner 
last night, anyhooo, so final word ought to be 
forthcoming within a week or two. 

It seems to me a bout time for Dumas Malone to get 
out his next volume on Thomas Jefferson which will 
be devoted to his years in the Presidency, I suppose. 

I hope the Library o, Congress has sense enough to record 
both the Washington and Jefferson items without wai ting 
until after publication for a lot of preliminaries 
before getting the job under way. 


Friday, Gctober 14th, 19 55. 


Memorandum: 

* 

Tonight it is fair and air-ish, Th,e promise 
for tomorrow is for more fair weather and rising 
temperature. I can stand the latter and am thankful 
for the blue skies which will certainly G dd considerably 
to everybody's comfort during this first pilgrimage. 


I toss 

J - hi j wh ' oh 
’' - b v! ’ i' .: 

soup tureen 
the stuff. 
h a d a couple 
which was 
was a big 


cd 

3J 


t>J- 


';u •?: 


cjn’-j pi’cc /"■> 7 in 'ng 'em 

1 jht, in f bt, C 

'f ; Y’.y ' j. J used the long white 

or b a by's bath or whatever it is to hold 
First I cut a bunch of bananas, —one that 
dozen green-green bananas at the top, below 
a long stem without bananas and at the end of which 
purple-magenta blossom about the size of one's 


fist. Balancing the cluster of green bananas 
oiie end of the tureen above the handle, I let the "goose 
neck" of the stem-run along the bottom of the tureeen and 
brought up the blossom so it would etp'lode over the other 
handle at the extreme end from the bananas After that I 
dumped in dozens' of gourds of all sizes q?i<5 colors a nd 
when they are rounded the thing up into pleasant broken curves, 

I places i n a minor spote the red'seeded cone of the 
gra.idiflor - magnolia, h a lf concealing a n ear of yellow-orange 
corn a nd at the top of the gourd mound, resting on a green striped 
nd golden yellow avereage size gourds f I perched the 


ovliest crimson belle pdppar you ever'saw, and that was 


’ * 

dull 


red and cream 


1 

that. A tallecloth of extreme elegance, 
design, as 'woven by the Madam covers the dining room t a ble 
a nd the white tureen with its cargo of gourds makes one 
wonder by Madam Beaufort has to pay thirty dollars for 
flowers when stuff grown on the plantation seems to achieve 
just a s effective a ndte. 


The fire places both at Melrose and lucca, look pretty 
with their magnolia leaves and red cones'and, except for 
an oblong wooden platter of African origin a , heaped up with 


And now to the mail and a dab of re-reading of the 
M^urois opus on Dumas and so to bed . 
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I had. fun doing a thing for the African House which, 
for harmony's sake, had to be fundamentally earthy. 

I rounded up a brick red bit of crockery which I placed on 
the beaten biscuit m a chine next to the loom, against the 
white washed brick of the nterior of the building. then 
I betook myself to a corn field which had'already been 
gone over by the corn picking machine and the • e 1 found 
plenty of stalks still bearing colorful golden ears on their 
‘rich brown stalks. I pulled down the shucks to the base of 
the ear, making ragged festoons at that point with the shucks. 

I cut-the stalks at 3 or 4 foot lengths so that the glistening 
ears would s .and at different levels in the bouquet, oncei it 
was the earthen jar and then I got some big plumes j rom 
the ribbon 'grass which look like glorified dorn tassels, 
cutting them down from their stems of 1 5 to SO feet to around 
5 feet so they easily dominated the corn below. And 
just to give one more autumnal hue, I tied a red bandana 
handkerchief just below the spot where one of the 
great tnssels emerges from its stem, --and let the 
whole A thing go. Whether Celeste would find that 
perfectly darling or not, I don t know but I think it 
would make 'the gatade alright in Lyme. 

i It supper J. H. said that Millspaugh Drug needed some 

Town of Natchitoches and some Grandpere plates and Eugene 
said he would take them him when -he went home. I asked 
J. H. if nothing was said about the African House .which 
I had heard was out of stock. He said there wasn t anything 
said about -that but asked me if Grandpere and the African 
House weren't 'all the same thing. Imagine. And so 
Eugene took the shipment to town and while E. Roscoe 
was speaking his piece, Millspaugh 1 s telephoned to asked 
how they got Grandpere plates instead of Ajrican House* 

That, I believe, is called life. I had tried to 
telephone Millspaugh's befori^ugene left but at that 
hour the lines are so over-loaded that one cannot evern get 
the operator. 

- ■" i 

And,- getting away from such dullness, may I say how nice it 
was to hear from Bob. I must drop him a line tonight. 

And may it be a week end of peace at Lyme...... 
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Sunday, October 16th, 2955. 


Memorandum : 

I have found myself thinking of storm drenched Lyme so 
often this week end. Every radio adds more particulars 
to the details of your Carolina born twister. Out of doors 
must have been out of the question this Saturday and Sunday. 

How nice it would have been, had one been able to share a slice 
of our Indian Summer, what with the last two days having been 
the most perfect I can remember, --all blue and gold and the 
thermometer just right. The promise is for a c ontinuqtion of 
the same sort of thing for the days immediately ahead. I hope 
fair days may return to Lyme as speedily and as unexpectedly as 
your week end storm has been. 

C ' r •; .. . r . ■ 

You will be interested in learning how things rocked along 
for the Pilgrimage . It all went off wonderfully and, 

I am, told, the ladies made money for the restoration of the 
old Lemee House . t That was the purpose of the tour and that 
was achieved and so everyone, I gather, is delighted. 

Celeste 's hostesses for the big house arrived on schendule and 
mine got here on time, too. Rosalind held down Yucca until noon, 

Mrs. Wood the African House until 11. The pi2/(t)rims began arriving 

a little after 9. I thought Rosalind a little out of order 

that she left Yucca at 12 without telling me so that scads of 

people must have passed through the living room between then and 

12 -30 when I first learned she had departed to keep an appointment 

to receive at a house in town. I had. roped off tb^ibedroom and 

I was glad I had done so, what with all the impedimenta there 

is in here. - Celeste had to go to town to join in the 

frolic of the afternoon, leaving me "holding the bag", as it 

were. Before I could grab a tit sandwich at 2 o'clock, the 

Mayor arrived with a flock of guesli and before they left, etc., etc., 

until 5 o'qlock. ut all went along swimmingly a nd that-was 

that. 

» 

Blythe came and spoke to me around 10 in the morning, promising 
to bring b a ck her guests in the afternoon. She did return by herself 
but,left her guests in the car as they were exhausted from 
their tour. She said she would be coming up this way one day this 
week. .. 
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Mnday, October 17th, 19 55, 


This morning Rosalind telephoned me to ask if everything went 
alright after sh,e left, Mildred Cunningham called me to 
say that Rosalind and Blythe in concert at some house yesterday 
had declared that had it not been for the spade work done by Lestan 
there never would have been a Pilgrimage. Ttiat always 
kills me when somebody tries to put the success of any project 
o?i to one person since it is obvious that it is only by the co 
operation of the many that such things are consumated but it u 
nice of Mildred to keep me advised of the small talk flying 
around the coffeee cups at the college .where the late afternoc 
was given. Ora tele phoned me just after Mildred had finished, 

Her voice sounded husky but she is making it alright. She 
said she had heard that everything went off to the delight of 
visitors and hosts alike, 


s to put the success of any project 
s obvious that it is only by the co- 
such things are consumated but it was 
advised of the small talk flying 
the college where the late afternoon tea 
me just after Mildred had finished, 


* 

his afternoon Carmen Breazeal 
bring down a Shreveport man who was 
for a man who is about to purchase 
I gather the man needed some his tor 
•ihile we were ccnfering in the livi 
at the. door, asking if she miglit ha 
upper chamber in the African House 
wanted to the murals. Of course I 
my surprise half an hour later when 
a nd I went over yonder, when we disc 
movies in color of the murals , I 
had shot but you may be quite sure 


e telephoned to ask if she could 
doing some research f work 
the McAlpin plantation, 

•ical selling points, 
ng room, Clemence tapped 
ve the keep for the 
as she had some friends she 
gave it to her but picture 
i Carmen and her Mr. Phillips 
■overed they were making 
know not hem many they 
they did not finish the job. 


TV*e balance of my afternoon was busy with various people, 
fr iends' s *f the family, who never dreamed of Melrose visitations 
until after the tour. At least it saved them a couple of 
dollars, \ 


Ifaturally Celeste i s enchanted at the success of the undertaking 
of which she was chainmb* and is already talking about next year's 
go-round. At long last Melrose has become a toy, I suppose, for 
her and that is wonderful, Clemence was in the mural section from 
9 until 1 and made a great hit, I think Oakland and Melrose were 
the mo3t popular plantations on the tour. From town came that news and 
I heard three different people during the day say• "That last place 
(oakland) we visited and this place are the real ones,,,,they seem just 
like the old plantations we had expected", That.seemed to be damning 
Beaufort by omission .. 


Memorandum : 

Pursuit of iesterday might be a fitting title 
for dozens of biographies from little Marcel on down to 
little Lestan and the latter achieved it today when the 
mail arrived for there was a disk, —Echoes of Paris, - 
and Lord', Lord', what a flock of yesterday's came tumbling 
into my lap the moment I set it revolving. 


I had just re-read Andre Maurois' observation that 
people are lucky if they don't explore certain major 
literatary pieces before reaching maturity what with inexper¬ 
ience making it impos3ible for them to comprehend the 
emotions described in such works, lut if, as in the 
case of A. Dumas, pere, one gets around to explore such 
works at the same, time one is passing through the 
experiences set forth in such classics, the effect 
has a value that can never be experienced x> if one has 
already been surfeited by the writings when too 
youthful to comprehend their import. 

And so i is that tonight I am thinking how 
right is A. Maurois and how glad I am to have attained 
the age wherein all the experiences of life can suddenly be 
opened up for my contemplation by the mere turning 
of the disk, —memories of times, places and people 
going in to make up the pattern which emerges as 
one's individual personality. 

Like little Marcel's cup of tea, Bergotte's writings, 
Vinteuil's sonata, so Echoes of Paris quite unexpectedly 
released a whole flock of emotional chambers whose very 
existence I had almost forgotten and in a twinkling, I 
felt the sensations of enthusiasm and satisfaction one 
undergoes, after strenuously endeavoring to reach a certain 
hill top, one pauses and looks back to be astonished and 
delighted at the panorama spreading out gloriously below, 

I have not as yet hand an opportunity to read the 
printed material on the back of the jacket of the disk but 
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I shall have ai opportunity to do so on the morrow. 

I could make out the larger print on the front of the 
jacket, —"Echoes of Paris" and George Feyer, pianist. 

The name of the artist is new to me and I am hoping the 
jacket may reveal some points concerning him for his 
rendition of so many old, familiar tunes delights my 
soul and somehow the artist and the composition seem to 
fuse with the identity of the giver into a single 
source of joy to my soul. 

I was struck by the fact that except for that 
one piece one hears on the radio occasionally, "Barling, 
je vous aime beaucoup", all the other pieces such as 
Alouette, Valentina and so on, h z ve never chancee to 
pop up in my radio programs and thus for the first time 
in 15 or 20 years almost, these un hqard compositions again 
come to the fore and because I haven t heard them over such 
a long period, they are the .more potent, I suppose, in carrying 
me slap back to the timesplaces and circumstances 
operating when laot I heard them. 

I find myself wondering if George Feyer ever performs 
on the radio. Surely his artistry ought to make Liberache look 
to his laurels for FGeo re Feyer somehow seems able to 
produce music on the piano which gives the impression that 
the Piano uintet is going a mile a minute and unable 
to catch up with him. 

It has been such a happy d, 2 y, thanks to this 
unexpected success inmy pursuit of -yesterday, today achieved. 

H/e are having a.chilly spell with the thermometer never having 
moved above 70 today, in spite of the cloudless skies. 

A bold brisk ^ind is blowing tonight, even as it did 

n ll day, and we are promised a low of 40 tonight, which I can 

readily believe. 

' 

I never did see Celeste today, as she is doing business in 
town, making preparations for a party she is giving tonigo or 
for Madam Millspaugh whose birthday is on the morrow, —a 
celebration of which is usually staged across the fence when several 

ofthese women get together, dress up in kiiten-ish costumes and 
gall themselves having a wonderful time. J. H. is 
m Memphis or some such place and the ladies are heading in for 
a darling time....... 


Tue sday, October 18th, 1955. 


Memorandum: 

• . 

"Elegance and dash" are the words employed in the 
blurb of the "Echoes of .Paris" recrod. It seems to 
me that hits the nail slap on the head. And I have 
given the Feyer rendition thorough goines-over. At 
the moment I it am having a battle with the 
flew Orleans Public Library which has dwaddled around and 
sent me no books for much too long. They don’t know I am 
laughing up my sleeve at them, what with George Feyer 
to hand to enliven my evenings. 

Under separate cover, I am sending along the Library 
of Congress list which arrived today. I pray you will toss 
it in the basket on its arrival if things are still at 
the same pitch as earlier in the month for it certainly isn’t 
worth standing on your head to get this item checked and 
forwarded. May I suggest that in the space devoted to 
suggested titles, should you find an unexpected season of 
leisure to glance in its .direction, that we jot down the 
. n a me of the last volume of Proust's novel, — 

"Time Recapture" or whatever it is called • If we could g et 
it read, then we would have suggested in getting both ends 
a nd the middle, what with Swann's Way and Cities of the Plain 
having been issued. By getting the last volume recorded, we 
might then ,hope to get the intervening volumes incorporated 
eventually . Early in November, I shall write the Library 
, directly making this request for the last volume of the novel 

„?id then if nothing is forthcoming by the first of the year, 

I shall start turning on the poliiical pressure again which 
I dislike doing mightily, since I am all opposed to 
politics in the Congressional Library, but if all other 
means fail, this final one seems excuseable. 

The artist came to see me today. She was in quite a gay 
mood. She expects her telephone to be installed any day now. 

, One can only gasp at the lady's impulses to keep 

, a breast of the times • J. H., she told me, in kidding 
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her about th.e new telephone, said in the store the other day: 

"Eugene, Clemence has to have a telephone so she 
can call you at the store, instead of sending over her 
grandchildren, in order to ell you what groceries I am 
supposed to wrap and take over to her," 

Clemence loved that one, 

* 

.She told me a white gentleman from Montgomery came 
to see her yesterday, saying to her that in view of all 

the money she must be malting o?i her art work, she ought to 

be able to buy herself a fine automobile and that the once he 
had driven over in, standing by her door, might be purchased, 
for only one hundred .fifty dollars, Clemence said she didn t buy 
it because she didn't have the money but that she would buy 
it if she did have that sum, since it would be so handy to 

go to church in on Sundays, The killing thing a bout 

colored folks is that they are just like white people when 
it comes to feeling a yen for a horseless carriage, 

One of the more hilarious episodes of the season happened 
today a little after noon, Dan came down for dinner and 
wasn t speaking to anybody. Partaking of a meal under such 
conditions, as you may have noticed, is always delightful. 

Shortly after dinner, when Clemence was here, somebody knocked on 
my door, A gentleman addressed me by name and asked if he 
might present two ladies, I greeted them and finally turned 
to the gentleman who obviously knew my name but whom 1 did 
not remember and grasped his hand warmly. He seemed a 
little startled but not half so much as L when a couple 
of split seconds later, I discovered the gentleman was Dan, 

It's wonderful what bright s n i ligltt and a seldom heard voice 
can achieve. May little Miss Lee never have a similar experience, 
for I never came so near "busting" with merriment when it 
dawned on me how that episode had transpired, 

• *■ t 

A telephone call from Carmen Breazea'le says there s 
something in taday's Shreveport Journal about Uncle Tom's 
Cabin with Lestan given as an authority, I suppose the 
publisher will send me a copy, and if so. I'll pass it along, 

I certainly get tangled,,up jjoith the strangest ch racters. 

Our thermometer is going to sag tV 40 tonight and 
I'm going to round up another blanket forthwith, Do hope it 
has stopped raining in your neighborhood . 
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Wednesday, October 19th, 19 55. 


\ .. i ' ' • , . . o . .. , 

* 

Memorandum : 

• • 

You can readily imagine how distressing it was to 
learn on awakening this morning that J, H, had been taken 
to a Shreveport hospital last night following an accident, 

t. * t. 

He returned by plane from Memphis to Shreveport where 
he picked up his car and started for Melrose and the next thing 
he knew, he awakened in a hospital. It isn't know but 
it assumed that he must have dozed off. Anyway, he was 
thrown some SO feet from his car, picked up unconscious and 
whisked off to the hospital where it was discovered that 
his left arm, --the one so often p broken in the past, 
had had both bones broken, just below the elbow, I believe. 

It was to be set during the afternoon, and that is about 
all I know except thut he talked on the telephone 

with the store at noon and reported nothing else wrong with him ,— 
praise the 1ord, 

• 

The hospital telephoned Dan in Matchitoches sometime after 
midnight and he came out and waited for Celeste to be finished 
with her party and then drove her to Shreveport, 

At the speed which J, H, travels, at the abandon with which 
he dr ives, at the constant way in which he keeps forever on wheels 
or on the wing, j suppose it is remark a ble that his average 
in accidents has been as low as it has, 

I was interested in today's letter from Rudolph, 

I might point out that some years back, the Hunts came into 
co siderable property, —an interesting point when one reads 
in the letter, just to fanjd, that Minnie, Kenneth's 
mother, collected her son's insurance and did nothing 
about caring for her son or otherwise giving the wife 
a hand. It all sounds pretty rough and I, for one, am 
h'olding the thought that the wife is heading in for some¬ 
thing ever so much better in the days ahead, I 
never met the lady and I never heard directly from Kenneth 
after the war and his marriage but, that doesn’'t seem 
to prevent me from knowing what a fine person his wife must be. 
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I had hoped that on tonight's broadcast, E.Rcscoe 
would devote his closing editorial to the conferring of 
the Medal of Merit today by %ueen Elisabeth on Dr. 

Schweitser, —a further honor on the world's greatest 
man which millions must applaude. But he took the 
religious aspects of Princesss Margaret's case on in¬ 
stead.. 1 thought his closing quotation from Robert 

Louis Stevenson was excellent j 
* * 

"There is no duty more often shirked titan the 
greatest one, —the duty of being happy." 


For some reason, perhaps the article in 
yesterday's Shreveport paper about the McAlpin business, 
there were lots of pilgrims. As the weather was 
pleasant, it made a good day for them, —Texas, California, 
Oklahoma and so on. 

And then when 1 thought the sinking sun had written 
"Finis" on such matters, people came from the Af'lexandria 
Town Talk, wanting a couple of pictures for that paper 
regarding the McAlpin article which had gone on the 
Associated Press circuit and so ’had appeared in Mew rleans 
qd heaven knows what other papers. They wanted some shots 
of me, since I had been quoted in the AP dispatches and 
I was delighted I had an extra glossy print of "The 
Xand of Uncle Tom" which they will undoubtedly use 
in connection with the big land transfer which started 
a l'l this flurry, to little Miss Lee, this 

item was to hand and may well serve ends further than 
paid advertisement, I hope. 

» 

It goes without saying that I did a bit of b a by sitting 
tonight and liked it, Madam Regard is so sweet. There 
is reason _ enough for Celeste to have left her 84 or 8 5 year 
old mother alone last nig fat when rushing off the 
the hospital to see J. H., but I see no point 
in her lingering on for another night sin-ce the 
broken arm has been set and all is well. But, confidentially, 
Madam Regard rather l^kes being alone, I -think, and 
if her daughter doesn t mind, I guess nobody should 



So spins out the day as Indian Summer lingers on. 

I'm so glad J. H. is alright, comparatively and 

I'm hoping the Manhattan swirl may have slowed down considerably 


frursday, October 20th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : • 

Twenty billion times could not begin to express my 
delight with all the nice things coming my way in this 
morning's post. What a surprise party. 

For some days I had beginning to think that the ribbon 
on this machine might merit some attention before long but 
as always, you have an ticipated the needs, and with the first 
appearance of deft fingers on the Yucca gallery, I shall put them 
to good use. 

And miy'I thank you, too, for h c ving been so thoughtful as 
to send me the copy of Ebony. It has so many things of interest 
'in it, not to mention Dr. Bunch and the particulars about his 
career and, —and this I need scarcely mention, —my delight 
in finding the portrait of none other than good old Harriet Tubman. 
My delight knew no bounds on encountering the likeness of the 
lady about whom we , had read in Anne's "AClouded Star" and I 
find myself wondering if she, herself, --Anne, not Harriet, — 
has ever seen a portrait of the character she handled so nicely. 

I must drop her a line of inquiry, don't you think, as soon as she 
is out of the Connecticut mud. 

And I am delighted to have the names and addresses of 
the ' publ i shers of the magazine in order^that I may write them 
nbout something for publication concerning little Miss Clemence 
and Marie Therese. In the past, I have noted that such publications 
seem to shy away from anything about slavery or an absence 
of formal education in the characters they write about. But 
if Miss x ubman can make the grade, perhaps the policy is changing 
and one can be guided in speaking softely regarding the pedagogic 
attainments of either local character. It is so nice to 
have 'this Ebony issue, holding as it does so many promises 
of future undertakings. 

» 

As for the Hamiltonian influence, I think I shall 
invest it in some murals which will be all ours. I'd so much 
like to have the local artist do one of an old fasjiioned, horse- 
powered sugar cane mill in operation* There aren t $\y more but 
I h,ave seen them before they disappeared and the artist, herself, 

lH sSkMa# iSM^iiyT at " i0al 
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Perhaps I ran off the end of the page in my enthusiasm 
immediately above but what I wanted to remarks upon 
was the rare luck to secure a historical document in 
the form of a painting by such a primitve artist as £ Celemence 
of a horse-ptowered sugar mill in operation for these have 
vanished from the local scene and probably will never been brought 
into existence again. 

I had in mind to have her do the sugar mill mural for 
this corner immediatelybehind me, one panel being 
6 feet in length to run from the chimney to the orner, and 
a 4 foot piece to run from the corner here to the window. 

These will be a convenient since for use in other places, should 
we decide to do so as they will be dl ours. To balance these 
two corner sugar mill murals on this side, of the room, I thought 
it might be appropriate to have tv»o others on the other side of 
the' chimeny, — a 5 foot one from Chimney to corner, and from corner 
to window, the latter measuring 4 feet, also, I thought the 
subject for that corner might well be gourds on the vines and gourd 
harvest, with several ladies and gentlemen of color, picking them, 
transporting them in wheelbarrow, some tied on to a bamboo pole 
suspended from the shoulders of two gentlemen, and all more or 
less'heading in the direction of the African House in the back¬ 
ground, Don't you hink these would make to dandy subjects 
for the brush of our girl friend, I feel sure you can envision 
these as clearly as I do and that you understand perfectly when 
I say'that thanks to little Miss Lee, my day has been bubbling 
over with enthusiasm, both for today and for a billion 
tomorrows, 

On the home front, T continue baby-sitting, morning, afternoon 
,;id evening. Neither Madam Regard nor I have had one peep 
from the telephone in the direction of Shre qeport. Perhaps 
Celeste, like the ladies of The Bluff, hasn t been told what 
a telephone is for, I am quite sure she is-having quite a frocli 
with her many friends in that city and Heaven knows Madam 
Regard and I are getting along alright but a telephone call, --at 
least one call to one or the other of us, would be interesting in 
so far as setting us straight on when, if ever, the lady expects 
to put in an appearance, Madame de Monte span telephoned me from 
Alexandria this morning to inquire news, scy ing she had heard the 
initial news bulletins from Dan, She said she had sold her house bu 
was thinking of buying another. I said mighty little• 

The news of the death of Mary Daggett Lake, as of last March, 
was a surpriseHer daughter could have done better thcui to let me / 
writing her mother 7 or 8 months after her death. ut the 

exerqise didn't harm me and perhaps the daughter like reading 
mama s mail. Strange people we know,.,.,. 



Friday, October Blst, 1955. 


Memo randurn: 

How nice to find your Monday letter in today's 
post. Frankly, I had not expected a message in view 
of all the rain cascading upon Lyme over the week end, — 
hence the surprise. 

But I cm sorry to learn of the cold. I am 

. holding the thought that you didn't fight it with 

such vigor to maintain your office schedule until Friday 
with the result that when you were c ble to catch 
your breath you were flattened out completely. I 
shall await the advent of a card giving me some notion 
as to how you have fared during the Monday to Friday interim. 
But make it, only a card when you do take pen in hand for 

during these busy days every possible second at your disposal 

should be devoted to doing nothing but catching up 
on rest and I am holding the thought you may be employing 
your time for precisely that purpose, knowing full well that 
I underszand perfectly how the swirl.of demands upon 
your strength prevent you from doing so many things 
you most want to do. 

a 

The morning post also brought me the enclosures and 
I think you will agree with me that la Storm does knock 
off an interesting letter when she gets around to f it. 

4nd the more is the.pity that one so gifted doesn t make 
more frequent use of her gift. Unwittingly my 
secretary provided me with quite a kick by the use of 
one word in this letter. A.s you know, Caroline Dormon and 
I are worlds apart in matters of gardening, what with 
her impulse to scatter everything helter-skelt r, on the 
theory it looks natural while I incline toward some vague 
suggestion of order. Hence my delight when the secretary 
read from the Storm letter(ihout Carrie busy at 
"1 mdscr pping". I must pass that along to Hollywood. 
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That Marshall woman telephoned from Baton Rouge early 
this morning to say that she had chancedeto be talking with 

_l _3.. n P4- -k. a n r7 q a a >1 


Sunday, October R5rd, 2955. 


the stencil with the cotton and Uncle Tom and one 
of the glossy prints, also provided hy little Miss Lee, of 
the Land of Uncle Tom plate. I'll let you know if this is 
published. 

Carolyn also said that the head of the Welfare Department 
inbaton Rouge with whom she had been doing movie business, 
asked her if she thought I would receive him at Melrose for 
a conference at any time within the next ten days. It would 
appear the Welfare Department on the State level would like 
to put me on the pay role for an exhaltation of their public 
relations affairs. If a juncture between the Department 
and me could be effected, it would be pleasant all around, I think, 
although heaven knows what a chancge in the Administration 
next Borina might do to the line-up. but several advantages 
could ‘be realised during the time between now and then at least. 

It is good of Carolyn to pass along these points for 
my attention in advance of the arrival of Mr. Bridges and 
in turnj was Qlcd she needed some additional pointers j^o 
hercontactw ith the Governor for the State Archives job. 1 
stirred"up several pages .f. stuff following our conversation and 
shall send them along in the next mail. I am trying to 
introduce the Archivist thing on a sufficiently broad basis 
in order that it will require the services of mahy people, on 
the theory that after it has functioned as a segment of the 
Library Department, it will, by legislative act a year hence, 
be made an independent agency with an independent staff, 
don't you think so. I even included a long range proposal that 
the State Archivist should invest iage endless data and documents 
in Central and South America where documents abound relating 
to colonial and ante bellum relations with Louisiana and the 
United States. That would provide Carolyn with an opportunity 
to cruise off yonder while others could stay put at home, 
evaluating orignal documents being gathered into the files of 
the Archives department. If any of this should eventuate is 
problematical but one might as well point to the peaks while 
engaged in hewing out the trail. 

Celeste will le~ve in the morning for Shreveport 

stfbroUsDnoidihrhi^K&hro^'-iiS n e &Huldj ie 9y r MA b }rom 

the hospital......... 


Memorandum : _ <. 

Our lovely Indian Summer continues. May some 
of it have spread to Lyme, shedding torrents of sunshine 
to sea tter away all colds. 

Celeste went to Shreveport Saturday morning and brought 
J. H. home about 2 o'clock. He spent the afternoon 
at the store. I never saw him look so well. This 
is probably due to, three or four nights of sleep, —probably 
the first consecutive go at the pillow in 40 years. 

They have the cast rigged up in the fashion which seems to be 
quite the mode, these last three or four years, with a little 
stick at the hip running at a 45 degree angle from the body so 
that the elbow, at the same height at the shoulder, leaves 
the broken part of the arm, between elbow and wrist, in 
an elvated position, reminding one of a cop bringing 
traffic to a halt. This position must be so uncomfortable 
for the patient there's bound to be some good* excuse for 
the thing being rigged up in such a fashion, although I can't 
im a gine what it is unless, possible, there is too much concentration 
of blood in the arm and,hand if placed in the old fashioned 
way so that it might rest along the waist. 

* 

But J. H. takes it all in his stride, jokes about it, 
declares it doesn't inconvenience him and that he feels 
no p a in a t all. He would say the same thing, were it 
killing him. 

J. H. said Saturday morning was the longest in the hospital. 
Children don't go to school on Saturday, it may berecalled, and 
so, in a gush of over-doing this, Sister sent all three of her off¬ 
spring to call, although they had been there the day before but 
not on their own hook. He said they were alright separately 
but the three together made a perfect Be,dlam out of the 
place, as one may well imagine. 


interruption , 
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Clemence is a sight. What with a pretty moon, she 
decided she would drop by to ask 1 bout the murals I had 
spoken about to her. She had hoped I might have done something 
about them, I had. They were properly measured and properly 
"marked", which I did in darkness and which probably are 
wonderfully cockeyed, but marked they are, with a big old gourd vine 
that will run along the sides and over the door, leading into 
the bathroom and plenty of ladies and gentlemen toating 
gourds off to the African House for a festival, which will 
be in the panel just after one turns the corner to the South 
wall, between the corner and the wooden barred window, just 
over the big old iron safe. The artist in the artist 
is something special when it. really begins generating' restrained 
enthusiasm jn her particular case and she wanted to 
toa.t~.one of the panels home with her. But what with the 
moon t ahd all, I thought it would be easier for her to 
lead' the way through the bamboo with me following behind 
toating both, as they aren't heavy, one but 6 feet by 4 feet, the 
other only 4feet by f 4 feet. Right now, I suppose, she 
is probably as busy as a bee, opening paint pots and fiddling 
with'gusto at the job she is so impatient to undertake. And 
so the Hmiltonian i ‘ems are having a beginning and only 
Heaven knows what they will look like.when the artist has finished 
with them. 

I know'you will be abused at the problem I have been 
having with the potted freesias. They are sprouting nicely but 
ev ry few days T have found that the pots are bereft of 
all bulbs and I have had to re-plant them. was puzzled 
by the doings until the other evening, just after the kittens 
had fi ished a bowl of warm milk and then it was I discovered that 
will all of itchi i ches Parish, an ong the larger in the State, 
the kittens simply had to go to the trouble .to assist me in 
my gardening efforts, unbeknown to me, by jumping up from the 
nice soft ground where they had meandered and .make use of 
the freeshia pots in responding to their cosmic urge • 
flo wonder I kept finding sprouted freesias out of the ground, 
the kittens seem to do such an excellent .job in tidying up 
when they have completed their mor.e intimate requirements . 

Heedless t say, the pots have found another resting place and 
the kittens have returned, to the good earth outside the 
earthen vessels. 


CC3 


The Reverend Fathers from across the river came 
just after we finished supper across the fence tonight, 
for which I a m thankful since it gave me an excellent excuse t< 
pull out earlier than usual, dL though the moon was well turned 
on. another factor which enabled me to be at home base when 
the artist arrived, impatient to round up her next under¬ 
taking. Come to think of it, 2955 willreally be quite a year 
in her career, what with aLl the murals and a telephone, too,., 
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Monday, October S4th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

A chill waves, moving^very fast, began flowing over 
us about 8 o'clock this morning and although the sky 
remained cloudless all day, it never,did get up to 70, 

The winds have died down and the moon is big and round and 
lovely. ■Lhe thermometer will sag to about 3 8, it is said, 
a nd I have tucked the freesias into the protecting shelter 
of the little conservatory b the side gate. The cold 
snap is traveling so fast , according to the Feather Burea, 
it will have passed us by 8 in the morning and then Indian 
is scheduled to begin all over again. 


that 

Summer 


batch of mail today, none of which 
all the secretaries apparently gone 
the cold. It would be interesting 


Farley, O'Brien has to say. in, her letter about 


There was quite a 
I have read, what with 
under cover because of 
to 

their plans for heading this way. One letter seems to be from 
Houston, prob a bly from the people who have recently dumped 
half a million bucks into the McA'lpin property. I assume 
they may'have been reading the Associated Press story and 
from that prob a bly got my name. There seems to be a letter, too, 
from Shelby ville, Tennessee, and I suppose that may be another 
example of what happens when one of the major wire services begin 
reporting news across the nation. Charles Scribner also writes, pro 
to tell,me something ~bout the final volume in Freeman's 
biography of George Washington, --and so it goes. 

As for myself, I penned a line yesterday to John Hall Jacobs, 
asking that if he has any influence with his Canal Stree branch 
in Hew Orleans, supposedly designed to supply TalkingBooks, 
and asking that he would try to persuade his staff in that 
quarter to send me a book. I haven t had anything since 
the Maurois opus on A1 Bujji^s, pere, came to hand which 
must have been two or three weeks back. 

J. H.,was up and dawn this morning and had the plantation 
spinning before breakfast, after which he was off to town 
a nd back again before anybody could turn around, and thence into 
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the various 
in progress, It still 
directing traffic, his 
ordering a halt. Only 
the word, and i'll bet 


rural sections where Melrose operations are 


i s 


the time he 
when 


seems a bit odd to see him, as though 
left arm elevated like a cop's 
this cop doesn't know the meaning of 
Clyde Claude Emmett Davis never did 
so much driving in a single day in his life. Tuesday night 
Gambling night and I have no dou t the ancient ritual will 
be in full swing on the morrow, — just.one week from 
was hurrying home, probably to partic ipate in a game, 
the.accident cccured. , 

Last evening' s atmosphere was so non-static I, could 
net the Atlanta broadcast of "Meet the Press with unusual, 
clarity and I,was glad to hear governor Knight of California, 
n s I had never heard him before. Obviously he i s an 
'accomplished politician a nd his radio personality excellent, tie 
was even -ble^to side-step the Mixon thing without doing any damage 
either to Mixon or Knight and, under the circumstances, that is 
bound to require real political act 


:umen. 


I was delighted to be able to have the latest example 
of civilisation as practiced in Mississippi, to pass 
Along to J. P. R., the other day. According to my rad,iost, f after 
it had done the Presidential health "without complications 
had brought one up to date on how the British romance was 
faring and,had done something 2 bout north Africa, the Mississippi 
date line was given, —I'm sorry I forget the name of the town, 
wherein a certain Ur. SomebO' y had won the annual tobacco 
spitting contest, the winning, blast having landed, 18 feet 2 inc es 
from the spitter who declared that that wdsn t his best and that 
two or three years b a ck at a like session he had let drive 
a blast that had traveled 22 feet and some inches. Anyway you 
slice it* there s nothing c uite so culturally wonderful as 
hill-billy-ism when it really gets the decks cleared for action. 

i. 

Some man from San Francisco communicated last week w'lth 
the c 'hamber of Commerce, saying he had just read about Jatchitoches 
and the Cane li iver Country in a Christmas Festival booklet 
from last year and asking if he.might have ai opportunity to 
see the Cane River country tQ advantage at this season of 
the year. He was given an affirmative answer and today 
the Chamber telephoned to say the man had arrived and wondered 
if I wuld see him sometime tomorrow. I would.. How people 
do get about at the drop of a hat...... 
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Tuesday, October f$2bth , 19 55. 


emorandum ; 

JX . 'Tg , ( * fV vi ■ ;■>! * Oil 4 u,' v v 

How nice to find your letter of the 21st, and what a 
surprise It goes without saying that I cm . deeply sorry to learn 
that the 9 cold really did gallop up on you with such speed and 
that it flattened you out so swiftly. ut I rejoice that 
you appear to be on the mend and I am holding the thought 
with all my might that you did not get all tangled up in 
things again before you were sufficiently strong to 
prevent the thing from making a return call. It is silly 
to advise you t o go slowly for I realize that onee the tread 
mill gets to going, or at least, once you hop on to the 
thing again, the momentum will carry you along at what 
ever speed it wills and that it will be necessary for you to 
keep in step to keep t up.with it, but I do hope with all my 
heart that you.didn't hoc on again until you had enough 
strength to keep up the pace. 


and 


never 


Ft was so kind of you to give me the glimpse of the Kane 
chapter which I had heard but once, —Easae Mae reading 
to Miss Cammie and me, —at the time the book was published 
I had forgotten how the thing was twisted. I do recall 
that he accounted for the presence of the mulatto race 
in this section by saying that the canes parted and a new 
race emerged, or some such nonsense. Even Dr. Gobbles could 
h-ve-thought that one up. 

Somebody, and I cannot recall their identity, mentioned that 
he was autographing books in Shreveport a couple of weeks back 
but that the conclqved summoned to his performance numbered 
only a few people which sounds both strange and good. 

I am particularly delighted that you asked for a Hunter 
cotton picking. If and when I can find the key to the 
trunk holding some early Hunter treasures, I shdL 1 see to 
it that it goes forward to you. As I recall, it is a very subtle 
a nd very charming item qnd I think you will love it. It's 
so designed as to suggest suggest something which might have 
be fashioned for a .special motif for $ome house like W. and J. 
Sloane. I even think you y could expose it to the casual eye 

and that no one would.consider it more thau.someth ins torn 
from a magazine. A little later, I shdl 1 ask her to do a» other 

















■ 








From the FRANCOIS MlGHON PAPERS, #M"3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


okv; 


7641 




7642 


contemporary cotton picking rendition and I think you will 
find the composition of ten years ago and the present quite 
interesting by way of design and technique. The contemporary 

one, _ the''earlier one is about 1948, will have to be painted 

little later, however, as the lady at the moment is up 
'bo her hips insome murals which she has taken on at the expense 
of some flock of r orders.she has to execute for various 
people, but, as she likes to paint murals for the Melrose setting, 
she di dains all other proffered gold for the Hamiltonian 
investment we are now in the midst off. She passed this way 
this morning and again this noon, asking me to come oftr to see 
how she was doing at her house. My busy morning prevented me from 
getting away, —that man from San Francisco was here, and in the 
Afternoon I, was gummed up in something or oilier and so she 
made a third round and I dropped everything and skipped across 


the cotton patch with her. 


$Ue is doing for our gourd panels 


v i v v v r ^ t - v > i/ v w * 

is delightful. I think it has gayer coloring and more charm than 
anything yet attempted and although she has put a lot in, the 
things don't appear too. crowded, what with the panels being 
respectively 3 by 4 feet and 6 by 4 feet. When this set 
is completed, it will be eustalled in the corner over the iron 
safe and c bove the door leading into the bathroom, lending a 
note to the boudoir that will h e sort of a rendition in 
ohildiish Africanism^ that will delights everyone who 
loves such business as do we. . 

• 

Today's incoming m z il was heavy again and I read but your 
letter and one from Rohina. I skimmed through a couple of 
shorter ones at a gallop but didn't get to Irma O'Brien's 
2 s yet and some of the others.. I hope the 0'Brien-Storm 
contingent doesn't blow in before f get to read their letter. 

The letter from Lyme made me so very happy and I was deeply 
touched by the reference to the moon, seen but a single time, at 
just that p rticular place over the Empire °iate building. 

How rich have been the years between, what a premise they hold 
for those of many a tomorrow. Through my mind ever since reading 
the letter, the lines of a poem I don't remember too perfectly, 
keep running though my head• 

„ <■ * 

I love so many things, the sea, 

With all its blue immensity, 

,The purple night, the slivery mooon, 

The little thrushes liquid tune 

AAd lovitig iflese things as I do, the gcrod, the beautiful, the true. 
How can I help but love you, too . 


Wednesday, October 86th, 2955. 


Memorandum: 

, <• 

1 he thermometer was down to 37 this morning but 
a cloudless sky and the absence of breezes shot the 
temperature up to 80 by afternoon and so the lovely 
ndian Summer jogs along. 

» 

I suppose the metropolitan papers may or may not refer 
to "Operation Sagebrush" or some such, as they are calling 
the impending do ings at Camp Polk, some 50 miles to the 
West of us. There may have been some reference in t he 
Papers, too, as regards one gentleman named Burden 
of Lake Charles, La., who is refusing to sign 
the Governmental form, permitting the Army to 
carry out its war games on his property. I forget 
the x acreage involved but I believe the Burden 
holdings number up into the thousands, perhaps 40 or so. 

Be that as it may, every body else has signed and I su ppo 3 e 
condemnation proceedings will e ventuate in Mr. Burden 
signing also, or witnessing the war games on his 
property regardless. The property itself is just old 
worthless cut over land which isn t worth anything 
to begin with. Neither was Mr. Burden, to begin with, 
fl though up until this, writing, so far as I know, he 
has never been cut over the w a y his land is. Everyone 
around here who can remember back to the 1980 's and 
2930's recalls Mr. D urden as one of the nicest men they 
ever knew. He operated a little old general store off“ 
in the back woods behind Gorham somewhere and few 
people, c om aratively, knew him. But hill billies 
d.id and so did Hueyp P. Long, and the latter went 
into some kind of arrangements with Mr. Bu den, it is said, 
a nd before anybody knew what was what, Mr. &urden was 
getting rich, as well as swinging vote 3 for Mr. Long, or 
perhaps because. of that fact, and in a short time the 
man, urden, who rented the little cross roads store, 
was in possessions of thousands upon thousands of acres, 
building himself a mansion in Lake ' Charles and generally 
getting on in life much faster than most back woods 
stores would provide. t is thi s. Mr... Murden who is holding 
out against theGovernment and refusing to let them 

m rZ k fr 0/** bis broad acres, the way people, including 
o. n. do. I thought you might be interested in this thumbnail 
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sketch of said Burden if you hance to run across his 
;i jame in the papers. It was said tonight that the 
name of Camp Polk is to be changed to Fort Polk and that 
there will be a permanent military establishment in that 
area, —Burden or no Burden . 

Carmen Ereasea'le telephoned me today to say somebody 
in Brownsville, “Texas, wants to write up the local artist. 

Sheis sending me the letter. Bhe also said tanks for 
the Camp Polk festivities are being unloaded from 
railroad cares in Natchitoches and that 1 50 small tanks 
p a ssed her house last night. The big ones are supposed 
to arrive on the morrow. 

Blythe and the sisters Pringle passed this way this 
afternoon. They had stopped at C'lemence s and picked her 
up and depoisted her at the camp to scrub tlie floors 
c gainst a Sunday and a Tuesday frolic at the camp . I was 
sorry to learn that somebody had broken into the Rand camp 
since last they were here. The intruder carefully removed 
the sgrews holding the lock and left the lock and screws 
in a little dish beside the door. A thoughtful 
housebreaker, I must say. 

Clemence would have finished the gourd festival panel, 

I think, had she not been called .away for she was 
working on it with gusto when 1 passed b her house at 
noon. 

* * 

My day was. so busy, I had no opportunity to do 
a/i,ythi)ig on my own hook but I did manage to 
run through a few letters in part. I read Ima O'Brien's 
s far as the paragraph where she said the trip East 
was indefinitely postponed because of some new arrangments 
bout the TV scripts on which Farley is working. I am • 
just as glad that they 14 HI be coming later, when, I 
hope, there wilf be le.ss acttvity hereabouts. 

t ‘ f <;• ■' I. \ Vti r . 1 . i r, 1 

The letter from She'lbyville, Tennesseee which I enclose 
with my response is another page yof the incredible Uncle lorn 
thing which continues to seeth, as it has since 185S, 
a nd probably will be seething for <another hundred years to 
come. Everybody seems to want to get in on the act, it 
would appear That's one nice thing bout a legend, so many 
regions can claim something which, after all, doesn t much matter 
a nyway . 




Zl*' 

‘■ihursdq, , 0 ctober JiGth, 19 55 . 


Memorandum:, — k 

How nice, how very nice, to find your letter of 
Saturday in today's post. 

It was almost the next best thing to a long chat 
and I experienced the same joy in re-reading it as I did in 
going through it on the first go-round. 

I have thought so often a bout that, dream you mentioned 
a nd have thought how very pleasant it is that, the contact was 
so happily established before the case holding the Constitution. 

So often the dream tends to fade out before the desired 
end has been attained and somehow I like to think of this 
one as being portentous of other enudly parallels of 
reality. 

I'It sr gl d y u r, .]/ find ,n pp. 'tun'by In 

J v L h L :x. ' :g-‘- n v -:"-u "h ' } ~ y :/, G\ r j F ;ir record 

. for I think its dash and elegence will appeal to you as 
much as it does to me,, —particularly the verve of 
the rendtion at the end of each side of the disk. When 
writing to Hina about George Feyer, I a 3 ked if she had a 
list of other recordings he has made. I should be so 
curious to learn how he handled some thing like, say, the 
Nutcracker Suite or some of the Strauss w a ltses. Frankly, I 
don t. think Herr Feyer could ever give me as much pleasure 
n s has Caballero and his Strauss waltkes and I doubt very 
much if the Feyer of the Echoes could rival that record 
.1 once mentioned I heard over the air, —Guy Lombard's 
piano team doing Tale of the Vienna foods, put never- 
the less t I still find myself curious to learn if Feyer has 
done in the same dash and elegance some of the tunes of which 
we are so fond. 

I a 7 * delighted to h a ve the latest account of the strange doin 
of our little feathered friend t Like moody people, birds seem to 
h ye their times of ups and downs and I am always astonished 
what they can think of to convey to human beings in just what 
state of mind they chance to be in at a given moment. 



One of my friends came to see me this morning before 
breakfast, — Elam's hr ther, a youth of perhaps SO summers, and 
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a sweet soul but defi 
"Of Mice and Men", — 
half out of his wits 
gallery, he caught si 
stood and t e edge of 
chunked it at the poo 
didn't die until this 
kindness of pole cats 
wonderfully. I asked 
h a d him assist me at 
dount if another pole 
particular human agen 


nite'ly on the mental side of the man in 
the dull witted one. The boy was frightened 
when, just as he tapped on my door on the back 
ght of a pole cat between the doorstep where he 
the gallery. He picked up something and 
r skunk, —and hit it. ■‘■‘he poor thing 
noon and I told a long story about the 
to the youth which seemed to move his sympathies 
him to, come back titis afternoon and I 
the funeral in the white garden. I 
cat ever eases on into heaven through that 
t again. 


Friday, October 28th, 2955. 


You will be delighted to know that the Hamiltonian gourd 
panels, — two, - a re painted and are at Yucca. 1he artist came 
at noon, bearing the second one and, as always when she attempts 
something that will involve two efforts, I am inclined to be 
a little anxious until the final thing has been accomplished. 

Perhaps I shall get to shellac them on the morrow and I must chunk 

the purchasing department a bout the moldings I ordered from 

town early in the week. I must round up some. white paint, too, for 

the moldings and perhaps next week I shall get Will Rogers to 

get the gourd side of the room in order while,' beginning 

on Monday, I hope, the artist will start in on the sugar cane 

a nd syrup making section for the other side of the room. On 

the store gallery this morning , L be fore many of the workers 

fi a d 3- e f~ b f or tlie r labors, I put out the word that I hoped they 

would cast a bout and see if they cannot find me an old cane 

knife s mewhere up or down the river. As there will be a couple 

of men cutting cane in the picture, I thought it would be nice 

to hajve a couple of the real knives to h a ng on the wd 1, perhaps above 

the panel or perhaps rest on the shelf below it, as cane knives in 

this region will soon be a forgotten utensil and I thought we might 

n s well round up one or two which show the wear of years of use. 

Perhaps I shall_ get none, perhaps I shall get a dozen, —one never 

can guess, but lots of people on the place seem to get a great 

kick out of furthering my collecting propensities and I 

should be not at all surprised if ten years hence somebody proudly 

presented me with a cane knife on the strength of this morning's 

announcement. 

I i 

I m so happy you expressed the desire for some gourds. I 
sent some of modest size, or ran I packed some today and they will 
goforw rd in this mail. I put in a couple of magnolia cones, --in 
a n envelope but the red seeds may all fall off before reaching you. I 
placed a paper sack inside the box so you may easily open the box, 
transfer the contents to the sack and dispose of the cardboard box...., 


Memorandum : 

At this writing, our Indian Summer remains with us, the 
thermometer in the 80's during the day but we are promised 
a drop of 40 degrees tonight. ut we were promised rain 
for today, too,' but we didn't get it, although Hatchitoch.es 
did. But we did get some high winds during the morning 
which would have been splendid to knock off pecanes, had there 
been any pecanes to be knocked off. 

The day's post brought the enclosures. I think of 
Bob so often'. I'm wondering how things will turn ou 
in his present line of endeavor. Perhaps they will e ventually 
be able to Hue in the country, near Manhattan, as 
I think h'e would prefer having the little one brought up 
outside the city. ut, as I understand it, they have their 
own house fixed up so muc\f to their convenience aid liking 
in Hew Orleans and they love the South so much that perhaps 
they will get things rigged around some day so that they 
can resume the trends they had'-so happily established in 
the Crescent City. 

The letter from Carolyn speaks for itself. I sent her 
some suggestions for the' Archivist job so it would reach her 
last Sunday, thinking that she needed the McA'lpin stuff before 
Monday but apparently I was mistaken. The letter was cancelled 
Wednesday, suggesting she either mis-dated it or forgot to 
m a il it, what with, all the social life going on, not 

to mention her business enterprises. 

*•* k 1 * 

I suggested in my letter to her that what with the annual 
pilgrimagb now established for the Natchitoches country, it 
might be an excellent time to sell Hastings House the idea 
of doing a pictorial thing in the Hola Nance manner, and 
calling it "Natchitoches, Louisiana's Oldest Town". 

People seem to like that "oldest" part of the thing. 

At the same time, I thought Hastings House might be sold 
the idea, too, that Melrose should now merit a parallel 
volume, calling the thing, "Melrose, Louisiana's Noblest 
Plantation . •I use the word "Noblest" merely because 
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I c a n't think of a)iy other word in which the superlative can be 
employed, since something like "Interesting-est" could scarcely 
be used, and I want to avoid the use of "Most ", What with 
the Hunter murals to be added to the Melrose story and some 
of the illustrations brought up to date and a dab of extra 
mulato business aded to the thing, I should imagine it 
might have an opportunity to ge~t published, riding along as 
a companion piece to the Hatchitoches book • Well, we shall see 
what can be done about ’it eventually, although that Marshall woman 
a lways has so ntany irons in the fire,' it appears■ difficult to 
ever un ertake anything, --with a hope of carrying it through, - 
when the work required is likely to be somewhat prolonged. The 
presence of Fort ’Polk as a permanent installation will mean that 
lots of officers wives will be forever pulling in and out of 
Hatch itoc'hes along with their relatives, and the Hatchitoches and 
Melrose books ought to enjoy a measure 'of popularity therebye, I sho 
think. As I like maps for end papers, I might even keep Fort 
Polk in mind when contemplating production. 

When- forwarding the little gords in the last post, I 
intentionally omitted sending the African House plate, 
thinking that if might be easier toman a ge the items 
on the receiving end, if they arrived on different days. And so 
the African House will go forward by the same pot that 
carries this letter to you. I slipped a paper sack in the 
package, thinking you might find it convenient to discard the 
carton in which it traveled. 1 also put in the latest 

issue of the Louisiana Historical publication, although 
it may or may not contain anything of interest. I do not 
want it bcick, of course. 

-J learned today that Fug a bou's daughter', Helen, who used to 
secretary for me' on occasion, is about to become a mother, poor 
little old thing. The papa is said to be one of the mulatto 
Cloutiers whose Wife cooks for the priests. I believe Helen 
joined the Catholic Church a while back and so the whole thing 
sounds wonderfully reminiscent of Father Regis somehow. 

Probjbly the welfare will assit the unwed mother and one thing is 
certain, the mulato Cloutiek can't support his own family, let 
alone a seonad one. Poor little old Helen. 

While I was shallacing the gourd murals this afternoon on the 
front gallery, the wind was so'-high, it swung a real gourd, sus¬ 
pended fTom the eaves, so high that it' slipped from its 
nail and crashed - on the brick pavement. And a gourd 4 feet in 
length makes quite a pop when it thus shatters........ 


After a leisurely creme de caco and demi-tasse, I 
lied and said I was expecting a telephone call, realising 
the call had not been made on me. ^ But before I got 
to the side gate, the General came galloping after me, 
asking if he might see the, murals and have a little chat. 

We didn't have anything in particular to touch on but we enjoyed 
our sitting and a little later, J. H. joined us for a walk 
about the gardens which both gentlemen found to be looking 
pretty in spite of the absence of flowers, snitched by 

* w'f'sSS:!" Pa3t "**• Jt ’ 3 alwalls a pleasure 


Sunday, October 50th, 19 55. 


Memo; andum : 


A lovely week end in these parts, - cool but wthal 
supny. One notices fhe absence of the humming btrds, 
however, and I suppose they all are busy setting up house¬ 
keeping in Vensuela. 


he enclosure was an unexpected pleasure, coming 
out ofBriarwood • It's odd how that gal thinks 
nobody should mind if she doesn't write but that she has 
a perfect right to expect letters from those never getting 
responses from her. 


I was contemptable in my response in which I inserted 
a paragraph about the' telephone, saying that, unlike her, 
.the telephone on my desk didn't distract me, being so 
fortunate as to be neither famous or popular and therefore 
not distracted by incoming calls.But I did con¬ 
gratulate her on the expansion of her fjower book and 
chatted away at a great tate about scads of nothings. 

I followed h.er line in one respect, --never making a 
peep about the James Pipes Registers. It seems a 
little odd she never referred to them, doesn't it. 


Dinner today was pleasant. I must make a 
mark on the wall • The General a?td wife drove up from 
Baton Rouge, arriving a » hour before 11:50, when 
we break bread. Everything was lovely. We were but 
six at the board, the two brothers and their wives. 
Madam Regard and I. 
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On Saturday the three Wenk offspring blew in at 7 :30 and 

lingered until after supper when the physician who operates 

the Cloutieruille clinic every two weeks, picked them up 

„nd whisked them back home. What a Eedlam the three of them do 

make when they all get together in one place. J. H. 

at supper demonstrated his unusual courtesy or 

lack of forethough by asking if they wouldn't like to 

st a y all.night and go b a ck on the bus on Sunday afternoon. 

Fortunately they demurred. What with the S. 6f. Henrys 

scheduled for Sunday dinner and the necessity of someone 

driving them to town to catch the bus in the evening, it seemed 

to me much better all around that they did not accept 

the invitation. 

' \ 

* 

I am so glad you mentioned Heritage maja2ine ,— 
a publication 1 have heard about but neuer seen It 
would seem to me, however, from the pamphlets it sent out 
last year, one of which came to me, and from what Dr. 

Rand has spoken about it, that the Melrose area might 
well have been.made for such such a vehicle for 
presenting pariiuculars of kindred particulars. Pe"<iaps 
it might serveas an appropriate stage for the 
■ article I have been thinking about and may have mentioned 
before, —the translation of the title of the Anatole Prance: 
Voyage au tour de ma chambre, — 

Grandpere-^iigustin Metoyer's grandfather clock, its story j 
the Revolutionary musket and powder horn over the door,p 
portrait .of The Black Swan; pictorial map of Louisiana Terriroty; 
G-ayoso's iron strong box or safe; the rug of C a nton yellow cotton, 
raised and woven on Cane River; the gourd murais of little Miss 
Hunter; the reading machine; the pictorial coat of arms 
of IiOUis XVl's and Marie Antoinette's little d a uphin; 
this desk on which so many books have been written; the 
four poster bed whereon so many people of white and cafe-au-lait 
have slept; the mahogny armoir ravished by the Yankees and 
bearing one substitute side of walnut; the barrel chair 
belonging to the Ambassador to Burma, etc., etc. The 
shelved window with all its tresors could extend the thing 
indefinitely, ,of course and numerous other gagets, and 
all this assortment might provide an article that Heritage 
readers might relish. I'm so glad you mentioned the 
ma~ azine. 



But the hour a dvances and I must beungirding my loins 

against re-girding them on the morrow. I shot hope it 
H s been a pleasant week end at Lyme.... 






/, 

/ 
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Monday, October 51st, 1955. 

• • 

c '.I ’ a' V . ■ j\ r. ■ 

i ■ ■ i 

Memorandum : 

' 

Where in the world do you r eckon October went. Before 
we can turn around, we shall probably be asking where in the 
world went 19 55. 

The enclosed letter speaks for itself. I shall 
respond by Special Delivery that we shall be looking for 
Robina and Miss Hellie on Thursday for dinner. Thursday 
is always a busy day and I suppose the coming one will be up 
to standard. I am hoping that Mar shall'woman, if she is coming 
this way this week, may not decide on Thursday as the magical 
moment, what with several points I should like to take up 
with her before she puts in an appearance at BatonRouge. 

Perhaps she ,will stick closer than usual to her time 
table, as outlined in her last letter and so arrive here on 
Tuesdcy or Wednesday, I hope. 

Blyth e and a flock of Alexandrians are supposed to 
be here on the morrow and Wednesday has something on the 
docket although 1 forget now wfiat it is. Then, too, I am expecting 
Will Rogers to upset the boudoir utterly one of these days with 
his carpentry in getting the gourd murals in place. 

And speaking of the gourd murals leads me to say that 
I am at the moment full of misgivings about the panel having 
* to do with the sugar cane business. I passed by Clemence's 
house late this evening and 3he was going hammer and tongs on 
the one that is intended to go slap behind where I am 
sitting. It wa3 so primitive it ^nearly knocked me down. But 
as it was but a third f inished, perhaps the whole .thing will 
come into focus better when she adds some more dafcs. Tomorrow 
3he is supposed to serve assculli.on at the Rand camp for the 
festivities there and I'm holding- y the thought that she may 
not sit up all night, struggling against fatigue, to 
slap off the mural to get it out of the way before heading 
out for the Rand pot and pan department on the morrow. 











v 
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I heard, no news during the day and so cio ?iot know 
when the world was advised concerning the statement of 
Princess Margaret that she would not marry Capt. Townsend. 

Chat may end that ro mance but certainly talk will go on concerning 

the decision for decades. If Winston Churchill has 

a finger in the pie, —and may he well have, this situation 

makes a perfect opportunity for the Queen to raise Captain 

Peter to the peerage some months hence and thus her sister could 

be ,honored for her steadfastness to the Church of England 

while permitting the couple to achieve almost what popular 

demand seems to have hoped. It might.be well to let a 

little time elapse between now and then during which the Church 

of England .could overhaul certain of its tenants, 

tossing out that barbaric business about divorced people not 

being able to marry. Surely the Catholic Church has a better 

method since, as in the case of the v uke and v uchess of Marlborough, 

it can always be discovered that the divorcees really weren t 

ever actually married after all. 

I read a little last night from the Abernathe : Bur Conspiracy. 
It has much data of interest in it for me. Both Aaron Burr 
a nd James Wilkinson were such bags, it is difficult to say which 
was worse but I guess Wilkinson wa.s» Wilkinson spent quite a 
bit of time in Natchitoches while urr was rigging up their 
mutual venture in the East. It was interesting to find, among 
mg\ y others in Natchitoches in 1807, none other than that same 
\pike who returned to Natchitoches, following his trek into 
Colorado and his first sight of the Peak now bearing his name. 

The more I read, the more impressed I am by the seeming 
almost impossibility of getting anything printed without errors 
of one 3 ort or another. I stumbled over one in this book, —-which 
a ctually is of no importance at all but which is an error. It says 
on leaving Natchitoches in 1807, Wilkinson went to Natchez 
where he and his wife stopped with the Stephen Minors at 
their home, Concorde, a rambling house which still tands to this 
d a y. Now Concord, as we know, was not a rambling house but a 
hu,ghe well proportioned, square-i sh sort of building, set in 
magnifieient grounds. And we know that it was destroyed by fire 
in the late 1920’s, —at that time owned by the Kellys of Melrose. 
The steps of the old mansion have . been photographed and printed 
so often, it seems strange that the author of this book who has 
plug up wonderful particulars, should have stubbed his toe so 
complete!y on 3uch a non-essential picayune. 


„ . iAnd~now r I.must-roll up my .sleeves aud get going on 
mail. Cur Indian Summer continues on the chlly siae.., 


some 


Tuesday, October 1st, 19 55, 


Memorandum: 

<• 

It's full summer again and I like it.. 

j- • V ,« -■ ; i- •. C. 

I didn't quite finish The Burr Conspiracy last night 
but perhaps I shall tonight. When Aaron got to Natchez, 

I, of course, ran into some familiar names. As a flatter of 
fact, I ran into some familiar ones before le a ving Pittsburgh, 
for, —and this was all news to me, - I learned that 
Thomas Butler, Miss Louise's grandfather and builder of Ttte 
Cottage, was one of Burr's most active military lieutenants, 
rounding up recruits on Burr's behalf for the adventure 
a nd generally handing ends to get the project going. The 
troubled waters in which Burr was fishing lay in the fact that 
the States and Territories in the Mississippi Valley, had 
the barrier of the mountains between them and the 23 original 
States on the Atlantic seaboard and there was much discontent 
among many people who couldn[t get their products to market 
except at exhorbitant carrying rates, making it impossible to 
compete with eastern producers of the same commodities. And 
then there were those in Kentucky especially who felt that 
,ew Orleans should be the logical capital of the middle 
west, not to mention the general unrest that always characterizes 
a newly settled region. We h>ave seen, too, in Grandpere 
Augustin's letter of 18 03, th,e resentment against the uncouth 
American immigrants and it was in sucfy a set up Burr thought 
he could dislodge the middle west from the east and so become 
head of an independent county but he used the story that he 
planned to invade Mexico to counquer that country, and no one will 
ever know which of his followers thought they were heading toward 
a new Western State and which thought Mexico was the object of the 
conspiracy. Be that as it may, —come to think of it, --I never 
did chance to hear ei,ther J/iss Louise or Dr. Pierce Butler mention 
the name of Aaron Burr although both spoke often of Thomas tutler. 

And I learned, too, that the great Postlethwaite of Clifton man 
at Natchez was Burr's agent in Mississippi.. My old 
frientf, Alexander Po stelthwaite, was 94 when we used to talk 
about his grandfather, and neither he nor his nice, Mary Postel- 
an historian, ever mention, .tAe. Purr business, which isn't 
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So much for the literary evening, On the social 

side, Blythe came to see me abou 3 : 30 , bringing three* ladies 
of Alexandria whow. I have known for years, They didn t linger 
but wanted me to have a supper of excellence, —huge slabs of 
elegant looking ham, much fancy sandwiches, baked beans, 
heme made rolls, a huge tomato-avacado-fried Chicken salade 
and threekinds of desserts, - cake, pudding and stewed fruit 
in wine sauce, Sometime between now and tomorrow s 
breakfast, one or the other of my friends is going to 
dine high,.for there is three times as much stuff 
a s I coufid possibly get away with, and resides, I know 
plenty of youths without such toothsome fare, 


I A. .i t * 


I took an hour off late this evening to pu a-coat of 
white paint on the 40 or 50 odd feet of molding that will 
be used for the Yucca murals and by tomorrow morning 1 shall 
ble to apply the second and final coat• I suppose the 
services of Will Rogers will become available about Yfednesday , t 
rather Thursday, when Robina and all the rest are here, 


be 


o r 


The Wenks brought me an orange cake on the week end 


to Clemence this i fternoon just 
had but two more children to dress 
to finish and the syrup making 
looked at it and discovered she had 
I think it will not be so 
it might yesterday, —infact it 


and I got a round to take it 
after supper, ^he said she 
nd the big house (Melrose) 
p a nel would be complete, I 
altered it tremendously but 
disappointing as T had felt 
may be rather nice, and what is most important, of course, 
is the fact that it is a pictorial record of a Vanishing 
mule powered cane mill, painted by an authority .a'\fl even 
thought its interest may not be vast artistically,[it will 
be wonderfully preious as a document, probably not to be 


found a nywhere, aid, as the 
House murals the other day: 
more precious". 


General remarked about the African 
"Each passing year will make them 


At dusk dark, Mitchell, the axe, came to see me in response 
to my message • I handed him a razor blade • Little Grandpa, 
the gray and black tortoise shell young tom cat, sat on the 
doorstep waiting for his 3 upper. I put him in a boot, Mitchell 
'e a deft swish of the razor blade, and Grandpa was a tabby cat, 
scooted off into the banana plants and I cane in and washed 
hands and picked up a glas.s of milk for the other cats, but 
who but £/i*e new tabby was sitting on the doorstep awaiting me. 

Little Grandpa must have thought it a game and. had come back for more 
4;id now to the mail and thence to Mr, Burr at Windy Hill 
and so to bed. 


made 
He 
my 
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Wednesday, Hovember )^Bnd , 2955. 


Memorandum: 

From where I sit, it would appear that tomorrow 
ought to be quite a gang-up, .Will Rogers will add to 
the hurly-burly by installing the murals while I 
shall be handing ends with the five or six guests, — that's 
assuming, of course, that everyone who selected Thursday 
for a visit will arrive and that Marshall woman will show up 
at the same time which is to be supposed, since she is 
scheduled to touch at Hew Orleans aid be inFranklin by 
Friday for an inspection tour of Kay's property down 
that way, 

g Cl< T ' \ •' : V r% V l * J V • 

The weath,er remains awfully summery, what with 
the thermometer continuing in the mid 80's although 
the weather bureaus says it will drop to 40 tonight • 

There's so jauch static this vening that trying to hear 
ai y hing certainly bends one's ear, what with a tornado 
said to have been rampant in Arkansas during the afternoon, 
and the aold mass of air obviously stratching up lo s 
of tumult among the ether waves. The promise is for 
fair ski,eis and a cool 65 for tomorrow and that ought 
to make■pleasant traveling for Miss Nellie and Robina, 

The enclosures aren't much but I send them along 
rega diess. The clipping doesn't appear to be dated. 

It is from the JIatchitoches Enterprise of October 
87th, 2955. Several people have said that although 
neither the Mayor nor I knew the new Editor was contem¬ 
plating making Natchitoches his home, it was we who 
unwittingly sold him the idea that this was the region 
in which he should locate. Odd how-we exert influences 
occasionally without even suspecting it. 

And between this paragraph and the above, I 
received the admonition of the old adage: "Don't cross 
bridges before coming to them, for Western Union 





















Francois Hignon Papers. #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 

f North Ca'rolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


tele phoned from town to say a telegram from Shreveport 
for me had just been received reading : 

"Trip Postponed Because of Miss Nellie's Illness, 


Thursday, November 3rd, 19 55 


And so that simplifies things wonderfully in the mural 
installation Department for me and since Miss Nellie works 
at Northwestern State ^Hospital, I'm sure she is in 
capable hands m . - 

•. oi- . :.v ii, . ;i!:i . . : V - 'V. . \. 

•„People in the Natchitoches area say they have given up 
trying to listen to TV pnd hav gone back to their 
radio sets in as much as military doings in the current 
local war games clutter up the .programs with ghosts which 
talk a military lingo that simply doesn't harmonize 
with whatever programs chanced to be coming their way, I 
believe the war games last only a month and then everyone can 
turn back to his TV set again, I suppose 


Memorandum j 

And so the Thursday to which I had looked forward 
with so much anticipation of hurly-burly turned out 
as quiet a product as one could imagine. Except for some 
lovely people from Australia who are flying back 
to "down under" on Saturday, there was a vast paucity 
of people, Will Borers did put in ai op pearance about 
5 o'clock to get some hotion as to what t tools he would 
need for tomorrovj's labors, so it 'appears that at 
long last the murals will get plcaed. 

Needless to say, I shall be delighted on more th<v one 
scare, for I must say that keeping a flock of 
4 by 6 foot murals on the floor so 'they w 11 remain flat- 
flat makes navigation about the house something of 
a hop, skip and jump affair. 


’ I picked up the cane syrup mural this morning and 
it didn’t turn ou so b a dly as I had feared it might. 

In diminutive size appears J, N,, his'broken arm much 
in evidence* The. Madam., in. white shirt waist and black skirt 
is discovered working: in her. garden while a small figure 
on .horseback is none .other than Dr % Scruggs, his pet 
buzzard .balancing precariously just behind the doctor, 
bouncing along on the. hor.se 's rump,* - The • - 


'Except for a harmless aid no account sprinkle, 
we got no moisture at all, in spite of quite a 
cannonade from on high. The thermometer dropped 
46 degrees in a short time and in spite of 
clear skies and a brilliant sun today, it never 
climbed back any higher than 55. We are promised 
a freeze for tonight and I raced a little 
n gainst the setting of the sun to get some of the 
more delicate moveables, such as the freesias, into 
the projection of a building, By noon tomorrow, 

I suppose, the 2>a»a?»a leaves will turn from their 
gorgeous green to a marvelous chrome yellow before *** 

turning to an uni nte re's ting brown and rattling with 
every breeze. 

Little Miss Hunter brought me the final 
p a nel this morning . It is the view of Yucca from 
the West and isn't very good but it supplies a 
sort of childish record of certain personalities, including 
a self portrait of tike- artist, a black gentleman and 
a white one,~ being of Julius Br^on and me when we were 
working on the sunken garden, etc,, etc\ but of 
no inspirational quality although the piling up of shapes 


Scene painted at the end of Yucca on the sunken garden side. 
When I sketched in the fowitain, I indicated a jet in 
the middle 6f the rectangular pool, the water from the jet 
splashing, back into the pool . I was a little 
startled this i fternoon when I passed b,y the artist's 
house again to see what progress she was making for I 
discovered that slap out of the middle of the pool where 
my fine' jet had been sketched in, a banana plant was 
growing, Bananas like lots of water but not quite that 
much,, but of course I said nb.thing. But it certainly 
just goes to show how conving a wonderfully clear my spouting 
jet must havebeen Heaven alone knows what whisey will 
strike the artist tonight as she paints on the final panel, 
but the other jihree are all shellaced on front and b a ck and 
ready for their installation on the morrow .....• 
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in-the form of Yucca and a huge m a gnolia touring above it 
does give an impression of tonnage. 

The artist so much likes the gourd panel fitting above 
the door into the bath room that she asked me to mark her 
one sort of like it from the section of the panel that 
will be cut out when the panel is put into place. I 
shdL 1 do a rough sketch of the shelved window here b my 
desk with the various tresors decorating the shelves, 
j\d this door or window will provide an excuse for the 
gourd vines to be trailed on each side and over 
it. which is what she wants to do. I think. 


Nov£mber 4t h, 19 55 


to 3 2 last night, and 32 means the Cannes, banana leaves, eve,, 
look as thought they had been cooked • We, are promised 
a fair and warmer week end and may it be the same in Lyme 
and enviors, especial ly the environs, 

Today was one of those in which we preen our feathers 
for what we have accomplished between dawn and dusklf forgetting 
that vT^atever has been achieved is probably do to much spade 
work in ~days preceeding. 

The murals 'e finish'd n 1 ' ?i pic c . 1 think 

they look nice, The corner yiehind my desk is primarily 
documentary, a,nd therefore not to arresting as a piece 
of art but pretty enough. Me coerner on the other side 
of the fire place r however, Ms really delectable and 
I know you will hi like itmohen yousee it. 

One distinctive f eoff ee of Yucca is the fact, — 
generally not n-oticeaJfTe. to ,the casual eye, is the fact 
that none of the walla are straight, some bulge and 
the doors tend to slant .one way or another. This presents 
several tricks, as you may imagine, when trying to cut 
panels so they will fit snugly and not swirve out at you 
in places where the mud walls, behind the compsition 
covering bourds, tend to produce horizonal wave which 
no one sees when portraits are hung on tjie walls but which 
become ever so evident, when the straight lines of 
the pane‘l 3 bring thesexiaux undulations into view, but 
+.ho mn rlr 7 'q j-i na nm i. ) ? i a hpd and looks attractive, 1 think. 


I never did hear anything from Cousin Carolyn and 
I'm } Lnri ing she may now be back in flew Orleans since 
the o . P. R.'s a re expecting her to do the b a you tour 
with t hem beginning tomorrow and I think all three of 
them will enjoy that although even the Louisiana 
b a you country will be " a ir-ish", I suppose on 
the morrow, hut warm weather is predicted for 
Saturday again so their outing should not be too 
frigid. 

» t 

I'm reading a book entitled "Angels, Apes and 
Victorians" or some such and find the style delightful although 
the subject matter isn't too fascinating, --biogrg&hical 
sketbhes of people suefr as Aldous Huxley, Charles 
Darwin and so on. Last night I was amused by the 
chapter on Huxley's courtship, centering around 
a young lady he met in Australia while on a scientific 
expedition in the South Seas, and I discovered that this 
recent reading of people living "down under" stood me 
.in good stead today w h-en the Australians arrived, 

• J • » 

The enclosures contain nothing -of interest, but I 
enclose them regardless, thinking they might serve to 
indicate the trend of things generally which, in the 
case of Madam Marco appears to b'e on the happier 
side, praises be ’ 

I shall forego the pleasure of dipping into "Apes, Angels 
a nd Victorians" tonight as I propose clearing decks 
before calling it a day __rolling up rugs and parking them 
on the gallery, pushing furniture, —not only chairs and 
tables, but reading machine and typewriter into the 

placing the murals. And after ^thex has. been* 
chieved, no more innovations for me, 1 hope, until 
%he present season is far behind.,.,,. 


I may have mentioned I rounded up a^ sugar, cane knije, -- 
a n a nie bellum one, and I have it flattened against the 
wall above the syrup making panel. I shellaced some 
}tem°W e m r fi%A U ti pMemgOSeWVoW 0 .* suspended them 

I aot another iob done, too, and it was a little 
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difficult, for I chipped out some bricks, cutting some 
atn the bias, in the gallery floor half way between the 
boudoir and living room doors and set the arrow into 
, a bed, of cement. It, i s a little striking, the white marble 
gainst the dull orange red of the d* te be'llum pavement, but 
'200 years'ago Quatorze demonstrated that brick and marble 
go nicely together a nd the tiny echo on the Yucca gd lery seems 
to prove the point again. 

Carolyn telephoned from Shreveport or marshall 
about 6:30 this evening. She reported her father had 
had another mild stroke, his second but is getting 
long alright. She said Kay had telephoned her and 
that they had put off the bayou boat tour until next 
week end. Slue said she might pass this way next Thursday 
on her way South but would be quite busy between 
now and then as she had found a log Capin somewhere and 
exoected to have it erected on Storm Lake early in the 
week She said the Baton Rouge Advocate of Sunday next, — 
t November 6 th, I suppose, will carry an article about Robert 

Me Alp in and me • — Strange bed fellows -. And she said 

she had arranged that the -article would appear on the desk 
of the head of the Welfare Department in Baton Rouge. 

She said, the post cards in color of the Lemee House had 
arrived and were being forwarded to, Mildred Cunningham 
on the morrow from Marshall, I suppose. That will make 
they a little late for tke 19 55 Pilgrimage Tour but 
well in advance of the 19 56 one._ 

• 

I had coffee across the fence today. Celeste seems 
.... Much more relaxed these : ays and Madam R gard continues to 
be her own sweet self. J. H. continues cheerful as 
always and says he is getting used to the cast and 
so slee.ps better at night. The clerk told me today that 
Dan has been un ee the last of the bottle all week. 

Today's m a il wasn't much. The letter signed by Sterling 
Evans is interesting only because he is aP associate, — 
a partner, J. believe, of the man v)ho purchased Hidden Hill 
for half a million recently. Don't you think the partners 
. should present their respeciu-tve wives with at least 1 

. a do.xen Land of Uncle Tom plates each.. 

Well, so much for today and the week.. My mind 
will be "hoovering" over Urn Lyjje so often over the week end.... 


)1' fTQ ' 


Sunday, November 6th, 19 55, 


1 • \ 


, ■ 


Memo rand umt 


, What a pleasant, quiet week end. 
h a ve been so at Lyme. 


I so much hope it may 


Saturday's cold and sunshine g a ue way to warmth and 
a flock of no-account showers on Sunday, --but not enough dampne , 
to keep away pilgrims. 

Saturday's post speaks for itse, being limited in 
pieces but length in the single item coming to hand. The can¬ 
cellation date is November 3rd and the arrival date of Friday 
or rather Saturday, is a bout riQht. The details would 
make quite a clear outline for the friend who said Carolyn 
needs somebody to organize her activities. As I read it, 

I was impressed by certain paragraphs, not so much by what they 
related as by the backdrop of the telephone news wherein it 
was started a log c bin had been purchased and. would be reconsrrci 


on Stomr Lake this coming week. 

The episode of the deadline for the Baton Rouge Advocate is 
so typical if so many undertakings and it makes me"tired 
merely thinking a bout such rushes. The lady works so hard and 
plays so hard that by some miracle the two seem to 
almost balance the one off against the otfer, --but not 
quite, and. for most people, and I know for myself, the mere 
thought during an entire week that an article was scheduled 
for appearance and was put off and put off until the last 
moment would contribute to more jsxhaustiongx than the 
energy saved by postponing the writing of it. Of course 
the jaunt to Waco for the baa football game was as 
puzzling to me as the taking of the apartment in Pirates Alley, 
for while each in its different way held something plieasureable, 
still all that was involved in each couldn't possibly make 
the energy 'and expenditure involved worth while'. Prob a bly 
my wh-msjes are just as perplexing to others but however that 
may be, New Orleans and Waco are not two of the curious 
points appearing in the agenda. ' 

I telephoned Mr. Beckerman, the new owner of The Enterprise, 
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• 

The artist came to see me this afternoon and was supposed to 
have brought me a cotton picking picture but she explained 
that she had "let it get away from her", meaning, I suppose, 
that some custojner got there about the time she was finishing it, 

I told her to go on b a ck home and try again and she departed 
In-glee, what with several boards I had rounded upfor her, some 
of which I had made sople sketches on, —a gesture she 
' likes, since I think she finds painting my gourds better than 
drawing her own, I shall be curious to see how she gets on 
with such doings. Of one thing, I a m quite certain, I shall 
never recognize any parenthood in the final results. 

Static is so constant tonight, what with another cool 
mass of air moving in that I shall content myself with my Reading 
Machine instead of trying to catch up with Meet the Press, 

I.'m still fumbling around with Irvine's account of 

Mr, Darwin and his Origin of the Species, a dull enough 

subject but so well written that I am enjoying the thing, 

I'm hoping little Miss Lee got a whack at a literary evening, too,. 


• 4 * • , , , 

on Saturday to suggest a crusade for his newspaper which 

might elicit approval from many and would be 

opposed by none. He had not heard on the radio that 

a franchise has been granted to one of the air lines to 

begin a service between Shreveport, Lafayette a.nd 

Lake Charles and was delighted to learn about it. It seems 

that although Natchitoches is on a direct line between Shreveport c 

the cities to the South, planes don't stop unless the 

tmwn has a population of twenty five thousand, I raised the 

point that while Natchitoches has only about fifteen t ousand 

people, the Parish of Natchitoches has about fifty thousand 

people, many of whom frequently travel by air and that in 

considering making Natchitoches a stop, the Board 

determining such matters should take into consideration 

the population the town serves and not the mere number of 

inhabitants within the town's limits, Raymond Breazeale 

who has charge of the Natchitoches air port had breakfast 

with me on Friday and I got many details from him regarding 

potentials and . suggested Herr JBeckerman get in touch with him, 

I figure that since planes from half a dozen bases pass over 
the house every day, we might as well get the benefit 
of their service since we have to put up with the drone of 
their engines and Said Beckerman concurred heartily, 

We shall eventually see what we shall see. 
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Monday , November 7th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : , 4 t 

• *\ ■ O ■ >' O’ - L f .' | •* - 

Clear and rather chilly, with the day's high in 
the 50 's and tonight down to a bout46 I suppose, 

Tfie frost has finished the gourds and I 
gathered a few today. There was one about the .size of 
a football, perhaps a little larger, that has delighted 
the few of my colored friends to whom I have shown it. 

It is a replica of a duck swimming along and turning its 
neck a little to see what's cooking. It grew on a 
fence, — a wire fence, .on which other vines grew and somehow 
got twisted into this odd shape. As in the case of all such 
vegetables, pumpkins, melons and gourds, the spot where 
the flower started the whole business is a Lmos.t always 
directly opposite the stem of the fruit, on the bottom. But 
because of the curious twist given this particular one, the 
spot where the flower was is not at the far end from the 
stem but about half way between the neck of the bird and where 
his tail should be, I left five or six inches of stem 
with the adjoining tendrils at the top of the 
neck, which gives he duc,k like gourd the appearance of 
having one of those x tiaras such as the peacock displays 
as, a sort of top knot. The gourd is a light yellow and 
is as pretty in coloring and as odd in appearance as anything 
I have run across in the gourd section, 

ci-* • «r i ' JS ft ' *• • , *• • It i 

Today I discovered that one of my dumber secretaries, either 
through intention or dumbness, and quite possibly both, 
has been skipping an occasional s enience or paragraph 
in my letters, I don't mind .this so much since it affords me 
an excuse to re-read the more interesting letters but 
at the same time it seems a lamentable fact that secretaries 
are so hard to come by and those rounded up aren't particularly 
trustworthy in at least this one instance. Do keep this 
circumstances in mind, for while I propose henceforth to double¬ 
check, still it may on occasion be that there is a slip up, and 
so do not fail to. re-mention some point, should I fd 1 to 
remark -. upon it, 

t ' \ v. , s \ ' a r. 











■■'iPNr 
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Whi\e I think of it, 1 want to voice my concern 
over what appears to be a growing tendency on the part 
of many speakers on the radio to eliminate the first 
vowel in many words. Off H a nd, I don't recall many of 
them, but I a m frequently being struck by the omission. 

Perhaps I can best demonstrate by calling to your mind 
the word, Believe, as pronounced by E. Roscoe Murrow 
when he says, "This I Believe" and someone like Mr. Truman 
who pronounces t'ne same ,i word. Believe", seemingly omitting 
the first vowel completely, ending up in a 
pronunication that, if spelled phonetically would be 
written Blive, so that Mr. Murrow's two syllable word, Be - 
live, becomes d^ost if not entirely a single syllable, Blive, 

; t 

Perh a ps it is because in Louisiana one is likely to hear 
more mid Western speakers than one would in the East or 
Far West and it,does seem to me that in the Missouri 
region I h a ve heard it most. . ut every once i.n a while 
some program from the East or West coast will have a speaker 
inclining metre and more toward ,the elimination of that first 
vowel, although it may often be, —I haven't noticed, that 
the person speaking on one coast or the other, may hail f rom 
the Middle West. As I do not see a fticles appearing 

in the papers and magazines, I may be but voicing a 
phenomenon that has already been well covered in print. But 
I mention this tendency and would you to mention such 
a n article if one m a y have in the past or ever should in the 
future come to your notice. I alw a ys thought Iheordore 
Roosevelt carried things a little far when, perhaps in humor, 
when meeting some one would say : "Beeeeeelighted", But in 
this day and age when we lean more heavily than ever upon 
the spoken ward, it seems to me commensurate care should be 
taken of what has almost become in some uarters an 
almost elusive quality in our vowels. 

Some of the Lousi c na radio station announcers are flagrantly 
inept at pronunciation. Sometimes, if. the news is dull, I count 
on my fingers the number of mispronounced words, and sometimes 
I run out^of fingers. That isn't extraordinary but when 
people attain national net work status, 1 think we should be 
concerned ,if they "bliver" or do not "blive". 

. " •’, ■ ■. : t •: '• r •': ■ ''' 

The artist came t see me this morning, bringing me a 
picture she had painted last night. It was so much like Gaugin 
(Gauguin), I was amazed, —for the millionth time. 

She moves unwittingly from one type to another, never having 
seen or heard tell of this or that type of painting. J. P. R. 

has a paint of flower prints that are so Marie Laurencin that 
you would swear they were. It's all so odd...... 


Tuesday, November 8 th, 19 55. 


Memorandum : 

A typical November day for this region, cloudy and cold, 
with low hanging mists that occasionally give a dab of 
moisture not unlikethe spray of a wave, r-not enough to 
do-any good but sufficient to gradually soak one if one 
remains too long in the open. 

. i . . 

Election must have provided the Post Office with an 
excuse for a sort of holiday for although the local carrier 
made his rounds, he didn t have any 1 st class mail sack 
for this bend of the river. I suppose that will eventuate 
in a double dip on the morrow. 

1 used the "air-ishness" of the weather as an excuse to 
undertake a flock of in-door rearrangements and tonight I 
feel tire from the humdrum exertions but with a sensation 
of a sauce of satisfaction poured over the fatigue as one 
sometimes does when wilfully making a -tremendous 
-■■cqnfu.sionin one's habitation and then, almost 

miraculously, effecting some sort of order before day is done. 

Between two and three o'clock this afternoon, my boudoir looked 
like the fall of *ome. I had taken down the draperies 
in order that I^might put a coat of white paint on 
the rods, -they had been black iron and I convered them into 
white so they wouldn't be noticieable where the rods 
projected a little ~bove the white.molding of the murals. 

The marble top of the chest of draws was carted onto the front 
gallery^for a good scrubbing a.id the several draws stacked 
up in thq middle of the flower to gee if by re-shuffling, 

I cauldn t get morg plunder into.them This meant 
the moving of the big Louisiana screen and ghairs and 
my reading machine, all more.or less into the middle of 
the room when, Lo I J. H, arrived with Mr. and Mrs. 

Le ter Hughes. You may recall, that Mrs. Hughes is 
a sis er of Miss Julie Prudhomme, both of them being nieces 
of Lestan Prudhomme. As for Lester, he is a nice person, 
prob' hly one of the few people in the country who is both 


^ .District 
his sense o 
impressed w 


O prney g»d -a Ji a mgteur painter. Surely 

\e artistic must have been enormously raw 
he encountered the boudoir v ^ 


But there was space in the livin. 


to collapse 


9 
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and we all had a glass of wine and some good conversation 
betfor their visit was concluded . This was the first 
time J. H. had seen the Yucca murals and both he 
a nd Lester obviously liked them. Lester fell in love with 
the varying types of gourds and wants to come back to 
talk books and to pick up some gourd seed. 


Although Mad a m Hughes and Celeste are buddies, nobody 
went next door to call • Prhups Celeste wasn t home 
nyway. .1 an sorry to report that the era of-good 
feeling on Celeste^s part has come to an end. The Pilgrimage 
'influence which began about the 15th, seems to have lasted 
just nbout 3 weeks, which, in a way, I suppose, is 
quite a triumph. At coffee this morning the put on ^ f 
n other act about being annoyed by visitors.. * or J. H. s sake 

I shall continue to pa’rtic ipate, in the coffee hour but 
it affords me something less than pleasure . 

• 

On the plantation there is much giggling and tittering 
among the colored folks. For years, Little King 
has been hoping to have a son and four times in a row 
he has become the proud father of a daughter. But 
tod a y the old stork flapped over the c a bin of Mrs. King 

Solomon, _ L .ttle King has been in Germai y for about 

18 months^now, —and dropped a blessed bundle, —a boy. 

I beiieve it is the custom of the Red Cross to c a ble 
fathers in the Army to announce the birth of cti heir. 

I feel so sorry for everyone concerned. In 
this case, as in so many others, the youth and maiden were 
married one day and the husband headed ^out for the career in 
the armed forces the next day. While stationed in 
this country, Little King got home once a year and four 
daughters came along in ordered r gularity. But when 
the Atlantic separated husband and wife, the rhythm, 
shall we say, continued a !id now after a year and a half absence, 
Little King is, at long last, the fattier, in a way, of a b a by 
boy, and how things will turn out from this point on, 

Heaven alone knows, but hqre'.s holding the thought that 

the poor little boy doesn t have too heavy a burden in life to 

bear as,a result. 


I think I shall fold up early tonight f a»d do a 
bit of serious radio listening to see what s cooking 

%'m e b% e ui% m* M4$* s 

broadcasts by the leaders of the respective parties, mte 
today s voting resul s to show that the figures mean 
advantages to the parties which did or did no 


nterpreting 


get most 



Wednesday , .November 9th, 19 55 


Memorandum • 

How nice, how nice, how nice .. 

As anticipated in yesterday's memo, today's in¬ 
coming mail was an avalanche and may I tell you how happy all 
of \t is making me. 

\ t 

One thing or another prevented me from spending 
much time with secretaries but I don t mind that so much since 
it will afford me an opportunity to go over the whole thing 
at a subsequent sitting when I can take up each matter 
individually, and so far .as the recorded section is concerned, 

I can take that up any old time, and have done .so several 
times as between the arrival of the post and this moment. 

It is so good hearing from you and catching a glimpse 
as to how things turn. Heedless to say, I was tremendously 
impressed by the coincidence in the cases of our respective 
r ,sso,ciates. In neither instance will we probably ever know 
Ihe details but at first glance it would seem that 
the merchant-planter was luckier than the other gentleman 
and although the latter is mending faster than the former, 
still that was of no particular advantage since the 
whole t ing had to be broken down and begun all over again • 

In the morning's post came the copy of .American Heritage,- 
the first copy I have seen. And isn't it wonderfully contrived. 
The subject matter appears so op pealing and the PaP er » print 
and illustrations so' fine. By chance, on opening it, bncle 
Tom w a s the first picture I encountered and it reminded me 
of the time when Lindy Jones i^nuired of me how Uncle ^om looked 
If only she had been so lucky as to see such an illustration. 

It goes ui thou\saying that I am go i g fo be wonderfully 
impatient uyitil I can begin at the beginning aid read the 
whole business from front tjo b a ck, --there are so many 
things exciting my curiosity. I shall be so happy to 
learn something from associates ^bout the policy of the 
publication. I am under, the impression that since it does 
not carry advertising, it pays nothing for its articles, what 


i b W u lx U* I I y l*'-* V V I v w J -- l-/ © ~ - v W 


mind 
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that we ■ ; ust made for such a publication and I should he so 
h a ppy tQ°have such material preserved in such ® elegant 
vehicle It's going to be fun in the days ahead , casting 
gbout to decide on which of the t ings I should like to 
employ to this end . 

to tell you how uterly charming 
, for you have porh a bly heard it, too, 

, and that makes the disk twice 

( artistry and 

bout "Choes of Vienna", so far as 
the fact that one can follow it up, —as 
with Caballero's Strausss W a ltzes and 

selections and renditio 


Ifiursday, November 10th, 1955 


It is pQYi\tX$SS for me 
I find "Echoes of Vienna" 
a .3 I gather from your sweet card 

n s prec ious. Herr Feyer certainly has a marvelous 
one of the nicest things a 
I am concerned, is 
I have already done, _ _ 

the two join together so neatly . For Feyer's 
are, — how shall I Say it, —pure Ringstrasse while 
Caballero's is Quite Schoenburn, and these two entities, 
dove-tailing so marvelously, and one beigig a part of the 
other, seem to make a Viennese combination that is 
unbeatable both for what is evoked and what is served up, -- 
each so wonderfully delicate and different and yet os completely 
harmonious, the one along with the other • What wide-spread joy 
is oura, when ^Science and Art combine to provide such delights both 
at Lyme and Melrose, providing such a perfect talisman for 
sympathetic hearts where ever the music is heard • 

' ■■ ■ ' ! ‘ \ . . ■ • 

Under separate cover I am sending along a couple of 
p ges from the BatonRou^e paper which came to hand today . 

My secretary said the article was continued on page 5 but 
as I had no one to assist me when it came time to clip, 

I have just torn out both pages and enclosed them in a separate 
envelope. I have not read the article as yet, what with 
several other things in tlxjs written line demanding my attention, 
but the introduction of a ghost in historical mattery never 
impresses me too favorably .but I'm hoping there wasn t too 
much spiritualism in the piece . 


Memorandum • 

A. perfect Louisiana winter's day, 'the temperature n bout 
65, the sky clear-clear and vegetation looking brown-brown . 

I am still relishing all the nice things coming to hand 
by yesterday's post a nd have just had the pleasure of re¬ 
reading your elegant letter before a secretary scampered 
off the the honkey-tonk, And last night was so delicious, 
what with American Heritage on my lap and 
Echoes of Viennarevolving a bout close bye . 

i 

I am particularly glad you got to experience such 
a wonderful presentation as you did in the Moliere 
piece. I think it one of the gayer comedies and 
remember with so,much pleasure how I used to see it 
performed at the Odeon, flolowing a late afternoon stroll 
in the Luxembourg Gardens and diping on the terrace of an 
excellent small restaurant giving on the gardens and 
feeling certai n, as I do even yet, that the delicacy with 
which the Qdeon performances were pressnted in t ose days 
could never be surpassed by any other presentation 
for sheer charm and delight , I am so glad you had this 
opportunity to see the same thing in Manhattan . 

This Thursday turned out fully as busy as I had cu ticipated 
but did not follow the precise pattern I had envisioned• 

While busied with callers this morning, I was distracted 
by the presence of a figure of a gentleman meandering 
bout' the garden in front of Yucca • I know not how long he 
was there but quite a long time • First of all, I assumed he 
was somebody who had stopped at the store to ask if he 
might walk gbout the place and I hoped he would see all 
he wanted to and depart . hut finely, at 11-15, --we dine at 22: 
he knocked at the door . Momentarily, of course, I 
was expecting Miss flellie and Hobina• Callers were therefore 
definitely out of order . The man said his name was, —of all th 

$fut §f- L ijlt$!t a ^oh^e i ip a? hAs 3 4)$y ct °n business V aM a ^ai e ^r^ tmeni 


Carolyn telephoned to say she will make a quick round 
on the morrow, and from the enclosure, you will notice 
Robina and Miss flellie will be coming too, even had been 
planned for last.-Thprsday . But the morrow doesn t worry me 
as much as it would have, last week, what with the murals now being 
on the w a lls and not all over the floor for people to s tumble 
over, as they were last week , 
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Sorry about the Denhome margins. I arrived at the bottom 
of the page before I realised it jo s just in the offing. 

I hold the though of n season of peace and relaxation 
over the Sabbath at Lyme.. . 


Stewart of the Welfar Department in Hatchitoches had told 
liim he ought, to stop to see me for a visit since Mr. 

Bell's wife, who was not wit him, is French. Imagine. 

Well, Mr. Bell was an exceedingly dull person and therefore 
one had difficulty in shaking loose. B a d he not told me 
he was with the Baton d ouge office of the 7,'elfare, I should 
h ve said No to begin with, but in view of the chance that 
1°might be entangled with various people, including 
said Bell, should the impending job materialise, I 
thought it better not to push him too hard. I find ly got 
rid of him, however, but only after I pointed out that 
the guests Iwas expecting had arrived, 

I thought both the Shreveport ladies looked wonderful 
nd we dined promptly and then had a nice two hour chat. 

I heard nothing of especial interest but there were mai y things 
the ladies wanted" to know about, —things done here and what 
the various members of the family were up to and so on. 

I had plumbers to look after as soon as they were gone, and 
nS Carolyn had said she would b£ here between 4 and 5, I stacked 
few papers of article potentials so we could get 
'some ork done prior to 5 o'clock. She telephoned a bout 
6 from Shreveport, saying she had been delayed and would pass 
this way about 8, I know not if she plans going on 
to Hew Orleans tonight or not although I am under the 

M n n V A tl + « PT SI 1,1 r» 1 mi, H nJ, i 1 W r'a 11 ” nro p t n P r ill n hp.r to 


Friday, Hovember 11th, 19 55. 


impression the Mew rl ans "children” are expecting her to 
m a ke the b z you boat trip on the morrow. But that is not 
my problem and so I shall let them stew a bout that. 

» 

. /Jaturally, I welcome this unexpected interlude to 
get caught up with my mail , after having a little chat 
with you and I am holding te thought that I may even 
have a chance to hear a couple of Fchoes of Paris and Henna 
before rolling up my sleeves to get some scripts 
pounded into shape or at least skeletonised. 

) . » ’ ' *• ' J * * 

4 The e.idosv.res are of no part cular interest although 
I thought the note from Kenneth's wife sweet and it 
is nice to hear from laParlange again• 

- — « . * 

Tonight!s radio speaks of rains heading toward the 
general direction of Byrne, - heavy rains. I hold the 
thought the water may all'have run off by the week end...... 


Memorandum: 

_Ji lovely day, all blue and gold, ,with the thermometer 
in the 'pleasant upper 70's. I made the most 
of it 'by getting a flock of stuff airerd in the sunshine, for 
we are promised more moisture and cool spells for the 
week end. 

( 

Carolyn arrived late last night and left this 
morning, not for Hew Orleans, as I had supposed she intended 
doing but rather to some place over on the Sabine Diver where 
a sugar mill, powered by oxen brought up from Mexico, 
is operating for what the Shreveport Times thinks is 
the final go-round. It is her business to get pictures 
and a ptory and so Hew Orleans is put off for next week. 

We did no business regading articles, although 
she did have a few things Patty wanted me to know a bout, and 
this she related in some detail, as Patty wants me to 
write Bob with the under-lying thought that I may 
influence him, without seeming to exert any pressure, 
in favor of returning to Hew Orleans. Patty, it seems, 
in view of her delicate condition last summer, was 
not told that Bob Jiad been advised that thp Hew York 
hospital business of his father, required his presence, 
so that his revelation of the necessity, after the 
birh of the child upset uer somewhat. Patty feels that 
Bob's condition, —nervous tension, may increase in HewYork 
where he isn't by nature suited for the facts and figures 
which head of a hospital requires and she wants him to 
return to Louisiana where he can do things which he likes 
better and where, with their own home, they can bring 
up the child in a fashion she feels would be better for 
the child and much better for Bo,b s happiness. I 
shd 1 lie and say that I have mis-p'laced Bob's address and 
therefore am writing a joint letter to both, asking 
Patty to forwaid it fio Bob, and that will give her 

opportunity to withhold it, should it not suit her 
rdea sit seems Patty feels Bob considers me his best friend, w 
in a way seems odd hut which is understandable, although 
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we know each other very slightly except for the 
correspondence we have had, Still, I have never been one to 
suppose that calendar calculation counts much in matters 
of depth of affection and understanding -nd the brevity 
of ourfriendship seems to be rather deeper in Bob's estimation 
that would be the case, were friendship required to cement 
itself with years on years of acquaintance. 

Pat smashed up his car night before last, it appears. 

He was heading home from town around 10 o'clock when in 
the eaufort neighborhood, a car just ahead of him suddenly 
swirved off to the left, --both cars going in the same 
direction, . The car was driven by a lady, --a sort of lady, — 
being none other than Mrs, Joftn Prudhomme, who shot her 
husband two or three months back and, still contemplates having 
a baby almost any old time now, I suppose, if he goes to 
Baton ■“ouge or to Hew Orleans for the game this week end, 
he will use J, H,'s new car, hy he doesn't fly, I know not, 
although I believe he is tired of his plane . 

t, ‘ 

Bait night about 9:50, the Editor or the Enterprise, 

Mr, Beckerman, or whatever his name, is, called me to say 
thanks for having started the crusade -bout getting 
Hatch itoclie s designated as a?v air stop on one or two 
of the major lines passing overhead daily. It seems particulars 
a bout the efforts being made to secure this service are 
recorded in this week's Enterprise but I haven't a copy to hand 
but will send a clipping, should same come to hand • Carmen 
telephoned today, to say she had noticed my name a mong others in 
the article but how I got into the picture, other bets than 
having made a nod, I know not, 

C i * ' ' * 

i I did a little more reading last night from the 
"■*pes, Angels and Victorians", The subject matter is so well 
set forth that one doesn't mind if there's lots of re-hashinq of 
the Darw.in relativity theory. In speaking of Aldous Huxley s 
dispass ionaAe approach to matters, the author cites the fact 
that his sister, Exl iabeth, beard a son of 15 in the Confederate 
Army, —I believe * have heard Elisabeth lived in Nashville or 
some such place, and Huxley wrote her saying that while his 
heart was with the South, his head was with the North and that 
?io matter which side won, slavery would have to be abolished as 
it was uneconomic, impractible and freighted with immorality, 

He . was so right. 

That belle from u helbyville who ‘wrote about Uncle Tom 
came K b-ck at me with a letter of six pages which I may or may 
not ever get around to read. It's wonderful howlittle encourage¬ 
ment such people require to impell them to cough up a book • 

fr.om her ordeSfor 'Tuklness 9 ^ t°° d T ,7U? tUe f irst card 

toss this one out / rrr * ° f the Lenee House - *>u might 

> • - x 11 u »» *»i»auu rtsssed one 1 n+. ___ 


P. S. No. S, 

I re-open the letter, written earlier this 
evening, to insert this second post script because 
of a somewhat baffled state of mind concerning none other 
than Ceore Washington and Charles Scribner, 

After my stirring the stick in New Orleans the 
ether day, an avalanche of books descended upon me, 
including two cartons from Freeman s George Washington 
biography, A year or so ago, I had asked that when 
the final volume, — No, 6, appears that it be sent me. 
Twice in the past year they have sent me the volume 
devoted to Washington's military career and,as I have 
digested it, in the past, I have naturally returned same. 

But when this came to hand today , I thou ght 
I had better test it just to be sure, a 1 though, you 
m a y recall, Charles Scribner wrote last week, the 
fin a 'l volume wouldn't be published until 194&, as 
I recall. 

You may therefore readily appreciate my asotnishment, 
when I got ar und to do some reading tonight, I 
discovered that the volume coming to hand is volume Vl 
of the Freeman biography of Washington with an 
introductory note concerning the death of Mr. Freeman 
and a notation that this volume was copyrighted by 
Charles Scribner in 1954 . 


Do you wonder I feel 


perplexed , 


Obviously Charles Scribner must have been 
talking 2 bout another volume on Washington and 
yet here is a long introductory note about Feeman's 
death at the beginning of this volume, and as it's 
sub-title, —the book's sub-title, is Patroit 
and President, and since Washington died so soon 
a fter his retirement, it seems unlikely another whole 
’Olume should be scheduled for the time following his 
Presidency ^ Be that as it may, I have volume VI 
of Freeman s Georege Washington and I'm going 
to digest it with relish, even though I make not sense 
out of the sequence of Freeman s death ih 1955, the 
finishing and copyrighting of the book in 1954 and 
the Scribner letter saying it will be published 
in 19 56.. I return to "Apes, Angels and Victorians 
which being closer to hand in time, may prove 
not quite so confusing, . 

















Sunday, -November 15th, 2955 


Memorandum 


had the highest temperature in the nation. I can readily 
believe it, both as of November 12th and 15 th, since both 
days is was 99'at this bend of the river, Needless to 
say, bulb plants are jumping out of the ground and the 
potted freeshias are flourishing wonderfully, about 4 or 5 inch < 
in height, 

. 

The warm weather seemed to have a happy effect across 
too, where there seemed to be much gaiety and 

' delight stemmed in part from the fact that 

' “ ‘ ' ‘ > be off from Alexandria 

social thing and didn t return 
How wonderful that getting 


the fence, 
perhaps tonight's 

the'ladies gave dinner at 11 in order to 
to spend the afternoon as some i 
home until long after dark 
in the big road can produce such desireable effects, 

I got around to do some reading last night, -—not much, but 
enough to read for a half a&>bQUT on the freeman biography, as 
written by Dumas Malone, —none other, - for the preface of 
the Freeman biography of the sixth volume of eorge Washington, 
The sixth volume is entitled n P a troit and President" and 
a s it was scheduled to be the final volume of the work, I took 
it so to be, But^ now, after reading the T-ble of Contents, I 
nssume that the freeman associates must have concluded*the 
present volume at the end of Washington's first term, along 
n bout 1795 and.that an unannounced volume 7 will be forth¬ 
coming to wind up the second term and Washington s brief 
retirement to Mount Vernon and his eath. I'm certainly glad 
I got that figured out, —I hope correctly, although much 
of it is assumption, based on the necessity of making something 
jibe with the Scribner letter regarding the fin a l volume to 
be issued in 2956. 

Saturday's post brought a letter fromDora which I shall 
read again before enclosing it within the next day or two. 

He asked me what I thought about a cook book, possibly entitled 
the African House Cook Book, b a sed on some newly discovered 
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cook book notations. He also asked, if 1 thought Clemence 
should be dragged into it, .etc., etc• 

I read the letter very hurriedly and got off a long 
response which I sent to tomi Saturday a,f ternoon so he would have 

my response on Monday. 

I told him quite frankly that I had had in mind doing a 
cook book ever since news came to hand that Esso s Louisiana 
mrp was to bear a likeness of Melrose on its cover, feeling that 
the -c/sso map would advertise the name widely a mong L oui siana 
tourists . J said I thought the word, African, frightened, some 
oeople, --the orejudiced ones, and therefore I can thought of 
call i n the book The Melrose Plantation Cook Book, with 
the title spelled out on the roof part of a sketch of the 
African House, a nd. under the door at the left the ^three words, 

"Ey Clementine Hunter" arid render the right door, and B ,m. _ 

Then I wrote a page or two of what 1 had had in mind for an 
introduction, opposite a picture of C• Hunter sitting 
a lonjside Lestan at his desk, dictating recipes, with the 
thing starting off something dike: 

"The best French is>spoken, not in Paris, but in Geneva, 

.and the best Louisiana receppes, a s Lyle Saxon, Roark Bradford, 
Alexander Wollcott and other discovered m a y not be found so often 
in urban centers as in the remote, romatic region of Louisiana s 

Cane River country 

And so on and so fbrtir, and since Bora said the costs of publis ] 
the book could be secured, what did I think about it. Well, 

I told him I thought so a nd that he could use his idea exclusively 
or mine exclusively or could jumble up the two qS he pleased • . 

My letter got so long, what v)ith the Preface and all, I must write 
.him another' tonight, detailing some ideas as to which recipes 
should be included and other details. He envisioned something 
that would sell for about a dollar. I envisioned something 
that would .sell for about two dollars I w a nt no encyclopedia 
but something sufficient for.an inexpensive gift item as well as 
a tourist thing. And I am quits sure that the'source from which the 
money could be secured for printing a dollar book could with equal 
ease supply the costs of a two dollar item. 

I think a Melrose PlantationCook' Book could have a large sale 
in this area and in Hew Orleans, too, especially in view of the 
impending Esso map, —scheduled for pre-holidey release, 
and what'' I should liHe most about it would be not its own success hu| 
the fact that if it did enjoy q popularity, it might inspire the 
same source that under-wrote its pri^tmajo do tVr+nr^ 6 bock. 

thing in behalf of a Natchitoches and a/elrose picture book 

What detours one must sometimes employ to arrive a t a desire a 
destination. And so to the mail*: and may your week flW&jiif'J- 'u 
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Monday, November 14th, 2955. 


Memorandum s 
* 

Our heat wave continues, —still in the upper 80’s. 

I wonder what the 140,000 soldiers around here doing the Sage Brush 
thiiig think of it, what with them being attired in the winter 
garb. But in Arkansas a cold mass of sit is poised to move^in, 
should ever the gentle p breezes from the Gulf play out. It 
will be better for vegetation if cooler d a ys should come along soon 
since such things as cannas, butterfly lilies and the like, —flattened 
by the first dash of winter a week or so b a ck, are already putting 
up new leaves just as though ..it were spring. 

1 

The Lesters, who were here during the summer sometime or 
other, were mentioned today in t a ble talk when somebody said they had 
lost one of their firmest friends in the airplane-disaster near 
Denver last week which took 44 lives. Today's shocking news that 
the plane had been destroyed by a time bomb, set off by the youth 
who insured his mama's life and then sent her on the death flight 
seems somehow even more shocking. 

And speaking of planes, the clipping 2 bout the proposed stop 
§f commerical ones at Natchitoches has just come to hand. I shall 
eulcose it herewith if I can set tax hand to it and I think I can. 

ft v. 

At 7:30 Carolyn telephoned from Natchitoches, saying that 
she had a few points concerning a script she had done for Hollywood 
couple of years back on which she would di like some advice. 

1 suggested she come down immediately without stopping to see 

Mildred Cunningham on some other matter. Twenty minutes or so later, 

the beam of an approaching flash light announced her advent, —I thought. 

But the bearer of the torch turned out to be Rosalind. She 

had gone to Alexandria in the afternoon on some dental matters, expecting 

to remain for additional work on Tuesday but as everything was 

attended to at a single sitting, here she was, heading b a ck toward 

home and stopping off for a dab of chit-chat with me. A telephone 

call came in from town and while I was on the wire, Carolyn came. 

k * 

And from that point on, the evening became one of those endurance 
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!Jo uem.be r 15th. 19 55 


tests, for Rosalind lingered and lingered.Eventually, after exhausting 

nearly all my bag of tricks aij prying people lose, she made a gesture 
to depart and I hope she wasn t too taken aback at the cooperation 
she received from me, And so I handed her to her c a r, the bright beam of 
her torch being very helpful as clouds veil the stars tonight, It 
was inevitable, of course, that on being neatly sot in her horseless carria 
she should discover that she couldn't find her keys, I think that is 
always so good at just that point of encouraged departure, Eventually I 
found thqm'b a ck at Yucca and fin a lly got the lady under way once more, 
a nd so, and somewhat belatedly to the California script Carolyn leaves 
in the morning at 5 and I was accordingly glad the time required 
for qdvising her on the method of proceedure on the California thing 
didn t qonsume too much time, 

.... He even had time to inspect a couple of possible shots of 
Clemence and me, should we decide to use the two of us in 
the cook book. If properly placed, with me at the typewriter 
and her facing me, so that her features would present a profile to 
the camera, the shot could take in the mural on the wall behind me at 
just the place in themural where a lady of color is stirring the bubbling 
sugar kettle, - a note which seems wonderfully appropriate for the 
subject matter under discusqion , 


Memorandum 


Our heat wave continues but clouds kept the sun hidden 
during the day and tonight the wind seems to be shifting from 
south to westward and perhaps we will, at long last, get 
the rain and cold we have been promised, —a drop from 84 to 
58 ou$ht to be i pressive,, if it comes through on schedule. 


Carolyn got off early, heading for Shreveport for some TV 
business and not knowing if she was heading for Marshall or 
Baton Rouge before day was done. It seems the Louisiana 
Report is enjoying considerable popularity with .the public and 
much satisfaction on the part of the various Departments 
concerned but the producers are far behind in their salary payments 
and my advise was, sought regarding a lawyer with a view to 
possible' legal claims being filed, I recommended Whitfield Jack 
who has the reputation of winning all his cpses and s.ince Whit and 
I are friends, he probably would not hesitate to accept Carolyn's 
suit even though it may not involve more than a thousand dollars or so 


I fished William Irvine s Apes and Angels" thing somewhat 
regretfully, for although Charles Darwin and Thomas Huxley 
as characters are well enough know as to require scant re-reading of their 
careers, Irvine has done such a smart job in presenting the 
material that the subject matter is sec ondary in importance and the 
manner in which the business is presented the important thing, —and 
a pleasureable one, too. 


While gardening today, I let my mind be-stir itself 
a little on some details of the cook book a'nd shall pass 
along my recommendations to James in a letter tonight, I 
think it might not be a bad idea to attach the names of 
some of the key people in the Hatchitoches-Alexandria-Baton Rouge 
a nd Hew Orleans areas to some of the recipes, —not as being 
of tfgeir concoction but as being their favorite gumbo or 
meat' pie or whatever, Thus people in the main cities of 
Louisiana will finjt their names in the book and that will 
impell at least some of them to beat the drum of recommendation, 

t ’ *■ r-.r V 1 ' 

t. 

If I can effect a feeling of a gift item rather than a 
prosaic utilitarian item or feeling to the thing,. I h a ve no 
doubt the thing could be disposed of readily enough 

* , * 

I shall also suggest to James that Before h a ving the thing 
published on his own hook, he submit it to some established 
firm in viewof the benefit that comes in having the services of 


I am turning over in my mind as to what is the best thing to do 
a bout the George Washington biography, About ever fifth word in the first 
several records can be understood, There may be several reasons for this, 
of which may be ascribed to the American Printing House for the Blind 
of ..Louisville which made the records. But because several new books, 
broug'ht out under their auspices of late, have ; been in large measure un¬ 
readable, and since those issued by American foundation for the Llind in 
Hew York never exhibit this f a intnessand mumbling, i seem3 reasonable 
to consider the fault may be seated in the manufacturingend of the 
matter . I should h'ave taken this point up with a triplicate letter 
to the two manufacturing . houses and the Library of Congress some time b a ck, 
it seems wise, perhaps, to trot it out at this particular moment since 
I nay find it impressive material to make use of in the Baton Rouge connect 
should that come to pass. And so I hang tight to George Washington, even 
though he serves but poorly from the point of view of enlightenment just no 
But the hour advances and I must eventually fold up my heard and cell it 
a day and I shall need no rocking to induce sleep ..... • 
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Wednesday, November '16th, 19 55, 


a sales force to push the item This might give the book under 
distribution although it will never amount to much outside 
of Louisiana anyway and I think I can stir up quite a bit of 
good publicity through articles ostensibly concerned not so muctf 
with the book itself as with the unexpected 
collaboration of two such people as its so-called authors. 

The killing part of it is that C'lemence i sn t going to be at 
a ll surprised when she learns she has written a cook book, — 

so many, extraordinary . things have happened to her in the last 

year that the co-author ship of a mere cook book will 
.probably not even register as odd. 

People possessed of property in Natchitoches Parish voted 
tod a y on whether the Parish should appropriate funds 
to be matched by the FederaJL Government, for the building of 
a hospital. All the planters appear to be against the idea, —taxes 
probably being the reason for their opposition. Besides, they 
n ll have ample means of conveyance to get to Alexandria 
of Shreveport whenever they have ailments. And so, without 
knowing much about the issues involved, I guess I am, favor of the 

thing. However, I still feel that voting based 

on ownership of property is one of the amazing survivals of 
undemocratic Government in the United States, It smacks so 
much o Hamiltonianism, --the power being vested in the hands 
of propertied people that I am astonished somebody a hundred 
years b z ck di'n't beat the Jeffersonian drum and place the ballots 
in matters of this type in the hands ofall the citizens since 
rent payers contribute to taxes just as much as the property 
owners, although- indirectly, 


From an editorial in yesterday's 
"Why They Don't Like Nixon", I gather 
thaat Mr, Eisenhower is go ng to give 
nod at Chicago, Since nobody does s 
was impatient to read the explanation 
so simple, - to wit: everybody who do 
CommunistThat makes it all very cl 
like J„H, would be mightily startled 
I heard M a rtin Agronsky interview Mr. 
liked what I heard, I certainly like 


Shreveport Times, entitled 
the Times must be guessing 
Mr, Nixon the Presidential 
eem to like Nixon, I 
, which turned out to be 
esn't like Nixon is a 
ear and simple although people 
to learn that he is a Communist, 
Harriman i:i Alb a ny this morning an 
the Narriman radio personality, 


The enclosures are of no particular interest but 1 send them 
along regardless. I think I have already outlined my counter¬ 
proposals to James.,,,,, 


Memorandum: 

A heavy mail today but not very much of interest. I'll 
enclose a couple of samples but should you be pressed for time, 
you can put them aside unread in full realization that you 
have missed nothing. 

Finally the cold reached us. It was 75 ,at 6 o'clock 
this morning and 65 an hour later. We are promised that 
it will drop to 26 tonight and I can readily believe it. But the 
freeshias are snuggly tucked in a warm place and the bananas 
will simply have to collapse of their own weight after Jack Frost 
puts- his finger on them since I haven't the means to hold up 
a whole forest of them. 


I got around to do a little read’ing last night , 


reading Fast nighv. rhe recora or The machine or somevnmg 

is so poor, it is difficult going but the ar subject 

matter interests me tremendously, as it begins, --this 

sixth volume, - with the years between the end of Washington's 

military career, 1785 and his assumption of the Presdency 

in 1789 or 1790, These were the Mount Vernon years and 

the accounts of his life there, a n enumeration of his guests 

a iid the operations of his plantations and his household are 

all most delectable, Duma Malone in the -Introduction remaks 

that after a l'l his painstaking rese rch, Douglas Freeman 

came to the conclusion that Washington was an even greater 

m a n than he had . supposed before he undertook the writing 

of his life. I must say I am enormously i npre ssed by the 

stature of the man as it emerges. And using *the word. Stature, 

reminds me of his statue which Houdon made of him. Jefferson 

was asked iy the State of Virginia to cast a bout in Europe 

to find the most likely sculptor to do the statue and Jefferson 

came up with Houdon who undoubtedly was • indeed the best. He came 

over to America, spent several weeks at Mount Vernon doing the job 

n nd ap. neither he nor Washiigton spoke the other's language, there 


i 





Thursday, November 17th, 19 55 


was little or no exchange of words, —I guess there was no exchange, 
nd, although I couldn't hear that paragraph very well, I gather 
that following his departure for home, Houdon never wrote 
Washington and 'Washington never wrote him, so far as is known, 
although their relations, if silent, were most kindly and 
while making the statue, Houdon lived at Mount Vernon, dined 
with the Washingtons and their unending stream of guests but 
never did linger at table b t always was up and away to get on 
with his work as soon as he had finished his meal, while the 
others lingered over the port or whatever, I am 
under the impre ssion Houdon lived well into the 1800's but 
K know nothing of his life a nd find ‘myself wondering how 
he survived the Revolution a ; id where he was during that 
rxciterient, 

And before leaving the History Deparmtnet, may I say 
how interested I was in the article in Life about the movie 
being made of Alexander, the Great, I a had to laugh to 
myself when I stumbled o er Alexander and his horse, 

Eucepho'lous, only to discover that it was a crumby statue 
a nd not the magnificient painting of which we have spoken 
on other occasions, 


Memorandum 


There is nothing i portant in this memo and so i, 
you find it next to impossible to read, just skip it 
with the assurance that you will have lost nothing. 


It wasn't so cold as the £6 degrees last night, as 
threatened, In fact it only sagged to 34 and tonight will 
go only to 38, for which I am thankful, There was 
a brilliant sun all day but the cold "northeaster" kept 
the thermometer down to the lower 50's, --so different from 
the balmy day we had in 1948 • 

The enclosure came in today s post, and rather late 
for rounding up awedding gift prior to a week from 
Friday . £ut the decision to celebrate the nuptials 
at this season was contrived somewhat unexpectedly 
a nd so the invitations come hard on the heels of the 
ceremony, But I solved the gift problem with .dispatch by 
going over to Clemene's house where I found a very lovely 
Cane £iver J uneral, —cf all things for a bride, but 
it was one of the items that had appeared in the Saturday 
Gallery show in St, Louis and was appropriately framed and 
To~lnatmyneeds~perfectTy, I chanced to have an extra 
program'from the Saturday Gallery, —one of tltose things 
in two sheets which I believe I sent you some months b a ck. 

The Funeral is of course listed in that .program and so I 
pasted the program on the back of the picture and wrapped it 
up. It does seem a little odd, too, --quite aside from 
t e subject, that the price should be attaohed, as well. But 
i,t strikes me that, should the picture survive, it might 
be of mo e interest to Ann's grandchildren if this notation 
appeared on it, I suppose 1 got the hapit of pasting 
Particulars on the backs of the murals and the notion kept 
rocking along after the panels were all installed and other 
compos itions came to hand, I also wrote a 'little note, 
explaining nothing about the notation on the back of the 


On the home front, I was delighted to hear that the Tuesday 
voting f a vored the building of' a Parish hospital at about 
4 to 1 in ballots cast. How if the country would only 
vote to build something bigger than the American Medical Association 
so we could get more doctors for the nation, that really 
would be exhilerating, 

• 

he artist came to see me this morning, asking me to 
come over to see a painting she had done on a white 
window shade. She gets so wrapped, up in doing big things that 
she simply can't getaround to do a little cotton picking item, 
and to make he'r latest effort impressive, she had stretched the 
shade out its full length horizontally, and done a funeral 
on it. It was good but needs miles of wall space to 
carry it. 

At breakfast, I learned from the cook that my former 
secretary, — Fug a bou's daughter, Hellen, g n ve birth to a 
boy at dawning. This is the sixth b a by boy born on the 
plantation within a week , The stork must be t a king all his 
merchandise from the same basket these days,,,,,. 
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picture but suggesting that if the picture was too bulky 
to manage in a newly-weds' household, the mother of the 
bride might consent to harbor the thing since everyone 
knows that Ora and the Lady Doctor adore the Hunter canbases. 

I had thought there might be something from 
Hew Orleans in response to my Saturday letter concerning 
the cook book business but perltaps there will be 
something on the morrow. I an. hoping that during this 
interim, the Reverend ipes will be investigating particulars 
regarding publication such as how many pages and how 
m a ny illustrations we can use and for what price, etc. I 
personally favor an immediate issuance of this item and' 
as I round up the contents at this end of.the line, it is 
to be hoped that the manufacturing details are being 
worked out yonder in order that we may know what and how much 
we can include in our major opus in the culinary section, 

• 

Last night, over the ABC system, I heard a wonderful 
reading of Poe's he Raven by Basil Rathbone, I always 
liked, the poem and I always liked Rathbone renditions 
on the stage but this was the first time I ever had Iteard 
this bit of literature presented by said actor, and 
I found it marvelous, Of course, right in the middle 
of it, some old Kansas Bible slapper horned .in on the 
program so that I wasable to get only the beginning 
and the end but even so, I was amqsed and delighted at 
how much Rathbone got out of Poe. Often when entering 
the Chapel with the antlers above with "la croix balancante" 
suspended therefrom, I think of that line in "The Raven",— 
the dusty bust ..of Palla3 just above my chamber doer" , and 
insti. ctive'ly I mutter that paraphrase for the ending, -- 
"Pas encore", which seems to rhyme well enough with "Never more" 
even though the rest of the parody doesn't seem to echo 
so peiffa±ih,$ .a -cojuple dozen more gourds of medium .size, perhaps l 
in len.gth, These came into view, following the Jack Frost 
devastations in the leaf and vine sections of late, I am 
piling them up in big old baskets and will send them to 
Linda Jones for her doll making business whenever Blythe passes 
this m, ay They ought to blossom forth. G s dolls in Royal Street 
early in the year and will make glad the hearts of many a child, 
I hope. I enclose a coup'ls of paragraphs which ought to 
start off an article for Ford Magazine, perhaps, or Look. 

It s not of oN y account but just thought you would like to 
see what next is cooking.,.. 


Friday, November 18th, 1855. 


Memorandum : 

* 

Vinter has gone again and although cloudy, the rising 
temperature mouted swiftly enough to loosen one s jacket in 
favor of shirt sleeves by 9 o'clock. We are promised showers 
for the morrow. 

I found Celeste in a tizzy at coffee time this morning . 

.Some body had given her a turkey which she had placed 
in a fairly substantial coop but while the wire netting was 
sufficiently stout to keep the turkey in, it was quite 
inadequate to keep Jim, the white bull dog out. Jim 
is a stupid dog with a single track mind which impells 
him to slow up and noting, not even a broom handle, when he decides 
on a given course. And so the servants and Celeste had been 
be-laborinn the dog as he smashed away at the wire netting, 
and while the dog was making progress, those who-would 
deter him were getting no where. But finally he w a s pushed 
into t he garage and locked up, the turkey's head chopped off, 
a nd a measure qf calm restored for all-by,t Celeste who 
.has no more notion of controlling the dogs than she has of 
mastering her own impulses to be forever flying from pillar 
to post and. back again. 

t» , * 

A letter from Mr. R gister touches on several points which 
I must run through over °the week end, having to do with 
various ingredients going into the cook book. He thinks 
it imperative a statement concerning no objections to the 
us of the -Melrose Rian tation n a me should be on file » 

I easily procured same from J. H., reading something 
like this ; 

"As General Manager of the Estate of J. H. Henry, owner 
and. operator of Melrose Plantation, I heartily approve of 
the inculsui on of Melrose Plantation in the book contemplated 
by Lestan. 

He sided signed with a.flovish, —strange I've forgotten how 
to spell that, and s a id he was glad to. I felt the phrase, — 
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Memorandum: 


"book contemplated by" was sufficiently broad so that it 
could be s used over and over a gain, should the 
opportunity come up* I shall send this al ng to flew 
Crleans, together with several other suggestions, thought up 
on my own hook, and then touch on the balance he mentioned 
at a subsequent sitting, I made so bold as to suggest that 
he.try to determ n how much material the publishers 
would take at just what price so we might go ahead forthwith 
since I favor,immediate publication, 

t ■ - • - » 

• 

The Sage D rush operations in this area are becoming 
more manifest with each passing day, C a mions are 
appearing on the hgiways at this bend of the river, air planes 
are going over head in droves and last night or rather 
this morning about 2:30, there was much bombs bursting 
in, air somewhere off to tfrg /forth o us. It is 
my understanding that the invaders" from Lake Charles and 
the.Gulf area will push.the "defenders" all the way back 
to beyond Red River until the 28th, at which time 
the defenders will puth the invaders back into the 
Gulf, the southward push to be accomplished in a bout 
five days so the Sage Brush may be all folded up and 
done with by S a turdq.y night of December 3rd a >id the 
soldiers, - invaders and defenders, can be heading for 
their several bases and thence home for Christmas. December 
3rd is the night of illuminations in Natchitoches for 
inaugurating the holiday season and if military and 
civilian traffic meets head on, there should really be 
quite o tangle, 

, The approaches to the proposed new bridge at Grand Ecore 
are being taken in hand and yesterday the contracts for 
the new bridge itself were let, the sub-structure contract 
going to some Kansas City firm at over a million dollars, the 
super-structure going to a Dallas firm for erection • It 
seems odd having one concern doing the foundations, soting 
move than a million and the span by another concern 
to the tune of.another eight hundred thousand * 

And so we head into another week end. And I 
find myself holding the thought that there may be great peace 
obtaining' at Lyme..... 


And so, having first off made an envelope, I begin this note with a feeling 
of uncertainty until the ribbon has reversed and assurance is thereby 
established that all is going to rock along smoothly. 

It was a quiet weeke-end and although cool, quite pretty enough for many 
a pilgrim to get into the big road. 

I got the ribbon fixed tonight when Carolyn passed this way, en route to 
Alexandria, Baton Rouge and New Orleans. As I was coming throu^i the side 
gate into the gardens, from having dined across the fence,— I guess it 
was about 8 o’clock, Carolyn who had parked her car at the front gate, was 
Just heading into the path I had reached. I asked her, on reaching Yucca 
before stopping to drop her jacket, to rig up this machine,for me and before 
we get to the end of this page, I suppose, the ribbon will have reached the 
point where it should reverse, and then we shall know for certain if we have 
clear sailing ahead for the next couple of months or so* 
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ttt J just notice that things aren t tracking 
after all and at perhaps there vill be nt *«»• fer thie 
ge rtund after all • • ’ 

».:■ f«, i 11 sj 1 - %9*v u. z ’'it 4 • jj-. % Jaw 

^ • * * , t J v ty a ^ *■ ^ 

Surely thie machine muet be as tricky in its 
mechanical aepecte. ae in its dietinotiue lettering 
since few petple ever seem te be able te get the ribben 
prtperly adjusted, and fer all I knew, it may be that 
. each new ribben has te accustem itself te the machine, and 

if ene is lucky, the ribben makes the adjustment and 
there's a minimum ef excitement, but if the ribben 
inclines teward wilfullness , then nerveus prestratien fer the 
eperater lurks in ever successive sentence • 
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Monday, November 21 at, 2955 


I had such a pleasant Saturday night Q t 
explering Washington doings in Philadelphia during the 
Winter of 179 0, I had not realised before reading 
this booh that Washington was as particular 
a hout domestic furnishings as he aao about military 
matters, He rented the Robert Morris mansion in 
Philadelphia for his residence, and although he and 
the Morrises were friends and he had often been a guest 
a t their house, when he rented the place, he immediately 
h d to have endless alterations made, so much like 
nomas Jefferson whose changes in room proportions, e tc,, 
in the Philadelphi house he rented ran up carptnter bills 
in the re-doing of the place that were greater than 
the amount of the entire year's rental. Much 
evidence of Washington o interest in details has come down 
to us through his letters to his secretary, for While 
Washington was spending the summer in Mount Vernon, he was 
constantly in communication with his secretary in Phil a del 
giving him most minute instructions as to details, even 
including the color of the draperies, e f tc,, etc. Freeman 
remarks that although Madam Washington o comforts were 
looked after most thoughtfully, the executive mansion 
was exclusively the handiwork of }er husband and 
it was he, not she, who g a ve instructions as to 
interior decorations, etc. 

Freeman does a very brief account of Washington's 
journey through the Southern States in the Spring of 
1791, explaining .that if a n ybedy wants to read a 
detailed a coount‘of the people and places he visited, a 
book by Henderson under seme such title as "Washington o 
Journey Through theSouthern States" or some such, may be 
consulted. This and one or two other similar notations 
on other points seems to suggest that either Freeman 
had intended to incorporate this hejira into his book and 
the associates, following his death, merely put in his 
notations regarding source material or else freeman, 
who nevei t ■ failed to give you endless details concerning 
each day o m ile a ge, etc., in military matters, found 
these domestic or rather these civilian details less to 
his liking, I must keep the Henderson book in mind a * 
strikes me it might be most endless but interesting, 

Forgive this sketchy memo. By tomorrow night, I am 
hoping the mechanics of this machine will be in full 

operations a nd that I may gallop with vast abandon up and 
down this keyboard,,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

i • - - ' ' • 

Again I make the envelope before undertaking 
this memo, —the first I have used the siachine since 
penning last night’s note, I still seem to touch 
the keys a bit gingerly but if this sheet tracks along 
clearly, then I shall attack the balance of out going 
m a il with more gusto, 

I S SK.. i;-; .. ; •«. ‘ "■ ■: - I ' 

The weather is marvelous, - pure summer with 
the thermometer in the mid 70’o and a delightful 10 
mile wind blowing from the Gulf, 

» >i U • JO > Z V. ?? 1 * . f •« v .*> 

I had Andy to lend me a hand until noon and together 
we scattered cotton hullo with lavish hands, I an 
leaving quite a heap of them in one corner to the east of 
little Miss Albert’s favorite painting ohalet. Later 
in the winter I shall put up some fences running parallel 
to each other across which I shall place a fleck of 
bamboo polls and so when another Spring breaks through, 

I shall plant plenty of gourds under this trellis, 

II of which ought to effect a combination that will 
ep a *2e grouds to grow and mature with vast opulenoe, 

\ ‘ " r . ’ L * 

We dined across the fence today, Sara went to 
Shreveport yeoteerday to take some sort of treatment 
for a sore knee, A couple of hours later, Dowreatha, his 
wife, came to tell me she was heading out for Shreveport 
Sunday afternoon to see how her husband was doing. 
Hospital rules do not permit her to visit him before 
Monday noon but she wanted to go regardless and so we 
prepared eur own breakfast and broke bread at noon and 
night to nobody’s especial enchantment, although the 
feed was excellent and the sooial surface calm enough, 
but that is.the reason nobody is ever particularly 
enchanted at «nc* a prospect, what with the inability 
of (jiy one to prognosticate about the smoothness 
or the ruffled quality o the ourfaoe at any given hour 
in advance. 
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Tuesday, November 22nd, 1955* 
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Memorandum: . t ... 

B ‘fto Bl W .‘.Jtow OR lliU A3, o ", o\ 

ifew nice tr /in* your nice plump envelope in 
today 9 peat. It ia tucked away in the ameir and I 
await tomorrow's dawn and Hie advent ef a secretary 
with vast impatience, 

•'fcv.i iuoio Jsi:;, *t®A A4 ius »t&*\ a: ao ©,1m yb L 

The aeheel ia having seme kind •/. a entertainment 
tenight and a bevy ef secretaries arrived abeut the s ame 
time, in the midst ef a visitation by Mrs.Weed and a friend 
and I accerdingly had te forego the pleasure ef eur 
little chit-chat until the morrow, Tertwxately, there's 
nething by way ef attending classes at the leeal a cheels 
thia week, —snip a nightly frolic in the gymnasium, and 
se 1 shall be eemmuning with yeu at a seasonable heur and 
thus getting Wednesday reing in the right direction early-early 
~ Oiitfj ?,--..yoAtii ai$ lab \o \jnui an 'noAoswafrni 

One is likely te expect town visiters frequently in the 
days just te prior te Thanksgiving and Christmas when the 
urbanites begin a last minute scouring ef the countryside 
for turkeyg geese and whatever the ruru a l regions 
mag possess a* material for fortifying the 
festive beard, 

Ua li../>• ci).i bOOfrST siii'. ai r, .jowl b&A X 

Across the fence, the ladies are in a tizzy ef 
delight, what with all, the social doings about the Parish, 

I belive we dine ever yonder en Thursday but Thursday seems 
te be playing second fiddle in the keen anticipation 
for, the week end which seems to hold no end of promise fer 
going places and doing things. Celeste teld me this 
morning that she is to attend the 7x30 breakfast at the 
Lemee House on Friday morning and then will whisk her mama 
te the Williams weddingat the Church, te be fellewed by 
a receptien and ehe an* Madam Regard will beard the midnight 
train for New Orleans where they will register at the 
Roosevelt on their arrival and attend the wedding ef 
Celeste s cousin, a 37 year eld T,B,I, number and 
following that round of festivities, they will entrain again 


My old friend. May Balthazar, telephoned today to 
say she had Major and Mrs, Caldwell of 
Philadelphia for dinner and to a sk if she might bring 
them down for a little tour, &he might. The 
Caldwells are mulattoes with a lightness of pigmentation 
that I imagine is much more on the lily side than my 
bronzedcountenanoe and arms, I liked the Caldwells 
although the wife was a littleoff center, several 
times using the word. Dear, when speaking directly to me. 
Celeste sometimes calls her servants Honeybut both 
Mrs, Caldwell and Celeste strike me as over-doing 
things a little, 

. 

I found nothing bbut second class mail today, mean¬ 
ing there will, pr ob a bly be a double dip of 1st calls on 
the morrow. Of yesterday's enclosure, I did not speak, 
but I did intend to remark that I thought it showed 
Bob in a somewhat distress mental state, I suppose 
this is why Patty is so anxious to have him return 
,to New Orleans, Bob speak of "working for his father" or 
some such and I had supposed his father had had te retire 
from business, I suppose there must be a lot of things 
involved in this present situation since it seems very 
strange that if Bob is "working" for his father, he certa inly 
ought te be getting a genereus salary since the ene 
he enjoyed with WDSU or whatever in New Orleans must have 
been ample, what with his a bility to support a wife and 
child, own a home and indulge inexcursions. Poor 
Bob, I wish I might help him but I know not how to 
gw a bout it, 

■ 1 $T*e Bi .£ V* . oj \itVt "*iVfcS ileyS' ST 

I learned as little from Carolyn last night as 
to her various problems. She did say she is urging 
her brother an* family to take time off and occupy 
Old Bonita which seems odd since her brother seems 
to be employed at a fat salary with the oil industry. 

She mentioned shortages in meeting her w own bills and 
naturtjly I didn't refer to the log c a bin and how it is 
progressing but she did say she was expecting to make 
the Havana expedition in January, I find it impossible 
to e mprehend such stacks of Juxtapositions and so I avoid 
reference to them I suppose it just another version of 
people who a re always in the road finding it odd that 
others are forever "staying put" while the hermits 


others are forever "staying put 
are forever wondering what it is that impells the 
road runners to be constantly on the go, "and never the 
twain shall meet 9 . 

Well, the new ribbon seems to be making it alright and 
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Wednesday , November 23rd, 2955 


and get back te Natchitoches by Saturday midnight a nd 
Sunday there's som thing er ether but by then t in t he 
recital t 1 had begun weel- gathering from sheer 
amazement that the beth ef them den t aeem happier 
than when planning such escapadea. Servants will dress 
J, H, and undress him, I suppose, during their absence and lif< 
fer them will seem so ,worth while as the 

wheel ef the squirrel s cage turns ever faster and faster, 

i; " • • 

A few days age, the grapevine repertsd that either 
last Monday er Tuesday night, la Mentespan with the same 
l a dy mho came here with her Just abeut a year age en exciting 
niaht . aoveared at this bend ef the river, with a child ef the 


Memorandum: 


What a pleasant morning, what a pleasant afternoon, being 
able to absorb your elegant letter beth early and late today, 

. . i - jo ii i -• a 

I am frankly fllered at all the doings you have to 
report, particularly the comings and goings and potential 
comings and goings that .swirl up b from the humming birds' 
vacation land, 


And thanks for telling me of the progress your 
patieift is making, I am hoping his presence in the neighborhood 
doesn t gum up your wrestle with the great American bird on 
the morrow, 4s for the local patient, he continues in his oast 
which must be might uncomfortable, This new method of immobilising 
the arm by keeping it elevated not only rqquires that the arm itself 
be in a. cast but the cast encase the body, too, down to the waist, at 
least, and such a combination must making trying to get into a 
comfo,rt a hle position for sleeping well nigh impossible, 

And thanks for the clipping, Like you, so, too, was I en¬ 
ormously impressed by the the list of those attending the Sherwood 
funeral, I think I never ran across a more distinguished enumeration 
of people at such a gathering, .One name accent from the list 
was that of Mrs, Gutherie Me Cl into ok, or however the name is spelled, 

I noticed the husand's name but not the wife , s,although Just as 
I mention this, I do recall that it seems to me, wheJi half asleep 
a while back, I did hear something about the wife, Katherine Cornell, 
as being in a Boston hospital for some lung treatment or some such. 

It's so good to know that you, too, are enjoying the George Feyer 
renditions and I shall be liking mine the more as they are being 
played, thinking as I shall that perhaps you, too, may be enjoying 
. them along about the same time, I never have heard from Nina and 

although I asked her if Feyer had done other recordings, of course had 
not heard until you advised me I shall be glad to advise you if 
:.z. Mina rolls another from this colleotton in my direction, I think 
the title following "Echos of Paris" wonderful by merely beginning 
T3<i bi-.r iXl -V 

fj *>1 gpttt J 'i 0 ^ 8 QX»•' - • 

lit h® qaart a* han\ ou t* v ' 


quite a while, visiting at the cabin of Fugqkou and his 
< family, I. don t care what they do just so long as they 
skip this address• 

Last nigh J finished volume Vl of Freeman s 
biography of Washington, I learned quite a few things that 
interested me by way ef details althoughthe Freeman choice 
of details considered important or entertaining do not 
always coincide with the ones which I should have preferred 
he elaborated upon. But his compilation of facts does 
produce a portrait of his hero which is both illuminating 
and admirable and I like it, 

. ■ 

I had always understood that Washington owned a great 
<■ deal of real estate, particularly in undeveloped 

river bottoms in Ohio, Pennsylvania but I had never realised 

before that the Mount Vernon tract itself had been 

expanded from about 8,2 50 acres when he inherited it 

from his half brother to a little over 8 ,000 acres at 

the time of his death in 1799, This 6th volume 

ends in 1793 with Washington s relectton and so the volume 

Scribner plans for next September will obviously be devoted to 

his last four years tn office, bringing the tale down to 1797, 1 

,nd prob a bly a final ohapter on the last two years of retirement 

Mount Vernon, 

Our summer weather continues but we are promised 
rain tonight and a cooler day tomorrow. It's going to be 
pleasant for me regardless, what with the tresor in my arrnoir,,. 





V 











Thursday, November 24th, 19 55 


the succeeding one with the word, "More,,,,,,," 

if/iat j/iu Aa4 t* tell me about the card from Mildred 
was interesting . Nobody mentioned that the address was out of 
the ordinary and so that was news to me, too, I was impressed, too 
by the news you conveyed concerning another house whioh devotes 
itself to the same kind of merchandise• Do you think it better 
than the one making the Lemee reproduction and if so, should 
I call it to Carolyn's attention or not, I have never heard her say 
if her relations with the one executing her films is entirely 
satisfactory or not, 


Memorandum: 

I hope yours was as comparatively quiet a thanksgiving 
q8 hi i w 8 • 

A mist began at 7 this morning, developing rapidly 
into a shower lasting half an hour and the mists have 
continued throughout the day.with the Weather Bureau promising 
more rain for the morrow, I like it, The good earth needs 
the moisture and the dampness will discourage road-runners, 

, , * . ry > * p t V ' Cl 0 0 \ *>• C'B £> '-* ' •' * 4 ’ 

I thought it sweet of Ann filliams to take time 
out last night from her round of festivities to give me 
a buss. She wanted to say thanks for the Nun ter 
canvas which she said Jack has already appropriated, 

She a Iso expressed the hope that I would be coming to the 
wedding and the reception but I told her she would discover 
me there in spirit, 

I last night at 1x30, after having gone to 

sleep on a speech by Eara Ihft enson about the farm 
situation and prob a bly was awakened by the profuond silence 
of no progam coming through, as the electric current 
had gone off, This morning T discovered that only 
Tuoca was without lights and a new fuse was put in and 
still there was no light, Then Clyde Claude Emmett D a vis and 
Fugabou began searching for the missing link and to 
my surprise and theirs, discovered a second fuse box 
in the Southeastern corner of the front gallery, between 
the flooring or ceiling and the roof, It was a 8 trange 
and very much out of the way place to put a second 
fuse box, And the fuses themselves were of antique design, 
a 8 contrasted with those in the box on the side of the building 
I suppose they must,be the original ones installed when 
the house was first wired, along about 1927, probably, and 
evidently the fuse makers have modernised their designs con¬ 
siderably since then, : t : 

..}s 'OSiiiR y ill «S'ji4 &©©©n©»Vd \o 

Carolyn telephoned from New Orleans at 8:30, saying 


Quite a flock of episodes h a ing to do with Sage Brush operations 
have been coming to h nd of late, some of them inevitable in 
the congregation of 140,000 men in such an .area, I suppose, —such 
as Ivy Honeycutt, the postman of Bellewood, La,, south of Natchitoches 
whom I mentioned recently Jr as having been done to death by 
a tank, A couple of more unusual things have come to hand on good 
authority, such as a soldier somewhere around Gorham who 
jumped crooked when he felt a sting on his left ankle and looked down 
to see a coral snake biting him but a second later, jumped crooked 
n second time when he felt a bite on the right ankle and turning 
about, discovered a fox taking a chunk out of him. Tests made on 
the fox disclose that it was not mad and inspite of the corral snake b 
said to be deadly usually, the soldier has survived. 

The most unexpected thing for the people concerned had to do 
with the release of hwidreda of parehutes about the suburbs 
of Natchitoches on Saturday when many men and much equipement 
sailed down from on high, . A negro family, known?- tw one of my 
medical friends, was sitting n bout the family stove when to their 
utter astonishment, a big old gyp came crashing down through the 
roof, After all, "pennies from Heaven, " is one thing. But they 
all leaped into corners of the room and nobody was injured 
and Uncle Sam, I suppose, will fix up the roof for them. 

It just occurs to me that there will be no in-coming or #ut- 
going m a il on the morrow and so I shall not post this memo 
until Friday morning, I am glad you told me of the unsealed 
envelope which, along with, its contents, re a ched you safely, I 
suppose this circumstanoe, —the absence of glue, map be 
explained by the faot that I kept a box of envelopes 
here by my desk on the reading machine tabouret, standing just 
beneath the window shelf where the aquarium stands, I recently 

noticed.water had been leaking very slowly on to the box 
containing the envelopes and obviously it was this which 
eliminated the glue. It is so good to keep tabs on all 
unusual aspects of correspondence, I think, f or it does give one 


more complete confidence that things continue to rock along as they sht 
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atle was just heading out for Baton Rouge where she was to spend 
the day laboring on Delta Pictures, after which she was 
returning to the Crescent City to dine with Kay and Janes* 

She said she had just received good news from Philadelphia, — 

a nd then the connection became so faint, I could make very 

little of what she said but I gather it was something 

n bout the Clemence story or some such and J know not 

if it had to do w ith Satruday Evening Po3t, Holliday or 

what publication, I thought she said she would be 

p a 8sing this way one day next week so we shall larn then, 

Irma Rompery a o Dillard called from Natchitoches 
five minutes later to ask if she might come to see me 
this afternoon, ^he might, And she did, She didn't 

h a ve much news but>said Carolyn had done a lot of 
work for her, I believe in Alexandria, on Jlonday 
a nd Tuesday, or perhaps Tuesday and yesterday• I can't keep 
up with all their flying a ^sut, Irma said she and 
Carolyn continue their plans to make the Havana junket 
on January 14th, sailing from Baton Rouge, That will 
be a Chamber of C 0 mmeroe thing, of course, and I hope they 
don't have as dull a time as I think they will, 

It seems to me she said the round trip covers a bout 10 
or 12 days a nd they will •stay aborad the boat for 
sleeping while in Cub a n waters, I believe Havana will 
entertain the 250 odd travelers officially, all 
of which sounds mighty dull unless one likes official 
receptions, dinners and tours, I know not why Irma is 
going but I understand Carolyn's object isthe 
opportunity it will afford her *to contact industrialists, 
p a rtoularly oil people making the trip with the idea of 
establishing personal relations that may turn out to be 
advantageous later in her photographio efforts• I think 
she could be right a bout such an investment of time 
a nd money but I would not toss dice in such a gamble 
since L should prefer going to Cub a , if ever, without the 
encumberance of such a collection of five cent cigars, 

Ut • V- •' «•>•* . 9M \ ' 

Rosalind telephoned to say Nappy thanksgiving and 
chatted for quitq a while. She mentioned the Robert Sherwood 
funeral and hadn t heard a bout the endless list of 
distinguised people attending the funeral. She said, —and 
this was news, that she^ appeared in Detroit in one 
of Sherwood's plays, in a minor part, the star being Ann Harding 
: whom she admired extravagantly, She said Ann is a splendid 
pianist, which I did not know either. She said she saw her *n a 
TV show one day last week. And that wraps up my Thanksgiv 

which certainly must make prosaio enough reading, I hope you go 
n cha ce to relax a bit, espeically after the banquet •••••• 


Friday, November 25th, 1955 


Memorandum : 

Vhat a delightful surprise to find your sweet 
note, the clipping and the lovely card in today's post, 

I was never more surprised, as I have no doubt you 
were, —and withal delighted, to learn about the 
old rocking chair from Louisiana turning up in —of all 
places, — Versailles, I suppose it is because we are 
so accustomed to thinking of a ntiques moving westward that 
it comes a 8 a shock to he f ar of one taking a » easterly 
direction R ally, there's something wonderfully fitting 
about a n American antique from the m state named for 
the 14th Louis rocking slap back to the home town of 
that gentleman himself. The only jarring note Q bout the whole 
n rticle has to do with the proposal that it will come to rest 
after twice crossing the seas, .in Park Avenue, That 
certainly is a jolt. But, come to think of it, perhaps 
that is precisely what Park Avenue has been lacking all these 
years, one good old fashioned early American rocker and 
if so, it obviously couldn t have found a store remark a ble one. 
Only you can imagine how delighted this whole business makes 
me, and since you do know, you alone can understand what 
I mean when again I say Thanks, 

• * 

It gained four inches at Grand Ecore last night but 
we didn't get a drop although it was cloudy until noon. 


we didn t get a drop although it was cloudy unti 
I saw Celeste at 9 o'clock when she returned to Melrose 
to pick up her mam a , bent on going to the 10 o'clock wedding, 
following the 7:30 breakfast for the bride at the Lemee House, 
She said there was a single red rose on the breakfast table, 
set early-early by the prospective groom to grace the 
place of the prospective bride. She said Ora looked fine, and 
I'm glad she apparently has thrown off the cold which 
Ann mentioned was "hoovefing " a bout her mama's head the 
other night when .Ann telephoned, 

I got a little reading done last night from a very light 
but charming volume by Nary F, Amy, - "Seasoned With Salt", 
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Sunday,November B7th, 2955* 
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Memorandum j 

stw \jiii.-w^ac^ct Ao* Arc- aos^ic, *w:> ©Ad *®« -ir o-: 

Much talk in social circles this week end seems te have revived 
about the Williams nuptials. Several reports from near and far 
have come to hand and all agree it was among the more 
successful gatherings for like purpose within anyone's 
memory. It was remarkable, too, becaise Madam Beaufort didn t 
upset the apple cart as she seems to like to do almost any time 
and any place• 

■ : . >,I . V; . 1 UU. : V oin 

Ore. telephoned me this morning and gave me a couple of 
side lights I thought interesting. I thought this 
move on her part was both original and profound. When the children 
had told her of their decision to become man and whife, 
she visited the church and took careful note of the 
dominant coloring in the stained glass windows. 2Tie major ones 
were blue-green and wine-dubonnet. The gowns for the bride's maids 
were according made up of the blue-green and the flower baskets and 
business for their hair were fashioned in wine-Difbonnet and, 
although probably 90 per cent of the guests didn t know why, the 
effect thus achieved in carrying these osiers down into the 
Church was tremendous. 

Another twist that impressed everyone was the tears 
welling up in the eyes of the bride's maids eyes when the service 
began. This was the first time a wedding service in this church 
h a d been performed inside the altar rail, —a novelty to guests 
long accustomed to participating in such gatherings. Ann 
approached the altar on her father's arm and a» she reached 
the spot on which she was to be married, she said in a low voice which 

oould be heard only by the brids maids,, she turned to the 

groom and in a low voice, said: 

> 

"I love you. Jack", — 

j ' V J m*m ^ . & - I/v S> * ‘ # ti - 

and then turning to the altar, and after a moment s pause, 

and in an equally subdued voice, said: 

^ r > ** f » Q bod - k- 

"Thank you, Qod." v 

\ :,n ■ • 

.Is it any wonder that just at the moment, as the service began, 
all the bride '8 maidsfound themselves ith stars in their eyes. 
»»«••••• * •* ' 

Nobody knows it but Ann and Jack are honeymooning in Batches. 


She lives in an old home over in the Montclair section 
of Jersey. She mentioned an old well the fas ily had re¬ 
opened, bringing b a ck a suggestion of the old days even 
though it didn t have the old gourd dipper any more, since 
gourds seem to be a thing of the past. Naturally I penned her 
a note, asking if the appearance of that line had brought 
her a billion gourds of the dipper variety when the book 
cP peared in print, long before the recorded edition 
was brought out supposedly. I know how happy I was when I 
got a reaction in the form of a cane knife when I put out 
the word that I had none a nd perhaps Madam Amy will get 
a similar kick, —if she hasn t already. 

■\ . ■ 

Tow long letters came to hand from Bora, expressing 
delight at receipt of the letter signed by J. H, concerning 
the use of the Melrose Plantation name in pu lications. 

The letters also contained a flock of references to odds 
a nd ends about which I shall have to check over in 
the next few days. He seems to be entranced at 
theprospect of the cook book a nd was entranced at the 
small photo of the house, Melrose, I sent him, —it being 
one of those showing a-limb of the big oak in the for ground, 
which little Miss Lee had had printed for me in quaitity 
some time b a ck. t When I get around to doing the mail 
tonight, I must make him a list of 30 odd local names 
of people and places hereabout which might be tacked on to 
the title of the various recipes, such as 

Crandpere Augustin's Parsnip stew orHidden Hill Potato puff. 

I an so (jlcd he is bubbling over with enthusiasm -bout 
the work and that lay, probjjly ten times more enthusiastic, 
is planning to .try out sons of the recipes her husband and 2 
are stirring up. 

’ -. .*• • »• • ’ V* ' • - • *' r \ 

* •* i . 

He mentions that la Stem, Parley end Irna < re 
heading out from ff Q lfirrotiHi for South Carolina , "going 
straight across the country", at the end of this month. 

By this, one gathers they may net be planning to stop in 
Louisiana but that is only a guess. He says lay is going 
to he Bluff early in January but he thinks he will not 
a nd that after .that, she will be or become, —I forget just 
how he worded it, a citizen of Louisiana, —whatever that means 
, s originally planned, la Storm and Irma will be at the 
plantation a nd Farley will be in New York for some time. 

So things turn and so begins another week end, a nd 
doubly happy because of today's messages from Lyme and 
all that business a bout the rocking chair, and again bless you. 
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As for the heme frent, it haa been comparatively 
qi iet except fer strange rumblings made by the Sage 
Brush deinga» The mean ahene from a cloudless shy, —big and 
round as a waahtub, aa I threaded my way through the gardens 
to sup across the fence tonight. It seemed odd 1 
could not see the air planes which apparently were 
flying but tree top height but when I passed through 
the side gate, I realised that what I was hearing was 
not planes but endless lines of tanks, scurrying along 
at break neck speed, coming down the Bermuda road and 
turning by the gin and proceeding in the general 
direction of Montrose * 

i.c\ j l\ 

Afternoon pilgrims reported that the highway 
between Alexandria and Natchitoches was a slowly moving 
stream of all sorts of military vehioles, all moving 
South, so it must be we have already started pushing back 
the invaders who are eventually to be pushed into the 


Gulf, 


! 0 S 


ir.ai.ifjob 




ae asi r . t o/ - i - ■ '■ l 

And using the word, military, reminds- me 
of a scuffle at the local honkey-tonk on Saturday night, 

A aggressive, disagreeable youth from Magnolia plantation 
who is forever oarrying a chip on. his shoulder, and like 
a ll people thus engaged in looking for trouble, never seems 
to be disappointed in his search, Nobody like3 him as he 
is always taking a 3 iving at somebody , —just anybody, for 
not only does he stick out his neck with other gentlemenen but 
hesitates not at all at pushing ladies and children a tout. 

They do say it was might funny one night to see how 
Clemenoe flew out of the place where she had gone to 
.get a bottle of wine when this loutish person took a swing 
at her. Be that as it may, said youth took one 
3 wing too mapy on Saturday night and for his pains found 
himself in tf\e hospital shortly afterward, a bullet hoe in 
him which will not be fatal, unfortunately, and 3 7 stitches 
up and down his person. And why all this is the subject 
of this recital is because- of the appropriateness of 
this aggressive person's name, —Willie Militant, 


: a 


Ic 


>r. i 


l, 


The weather remained cool over the week end but clear, 
37i« Weather Bureau had promised us thermometer readings 
in the 70's for today but I thijik it never gotmu h above 
60. A did front is said to be sliding very fast from 
Canada L and is likely to reach us before morning, 

I hold the thought a Gulf breeae may 'spring up and save 
the banana plants form crashing . 
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From indoors, looking out, the gardens are lovely in 
tonight's full meon, Nut it is better to view them from 
inside, what with the thermometer at 20, The 
cold snap sturok sometime during the night and 
I guess the thermometer didn't get above 40 today. 

And this in spite of a cloudless sky. This will probably 

put the finishing touch on the banana plants, but 

if there's any choice in the matter, I should 

much rather have the cold come on the night of November 27-28, 

and not during the night of March 27th-28th, as was 

the case last Spring, -it • 

i»v.*} i *«•* aJ'STOo-'.. iruia finite v vie sv&sbtoc V 

A telephone from Carolyn out of New Orleans suggests 
she might get up this way, en route for Marshall about 
the middle of the week. She said on Friday morning when 
she started for K B a ton Rouge or some place, she w a s vastly 
taken aback to.discover that somebody had broken into 
. said vehiole and removed her oameras, tripods and the 

Lord knows what all, including films of the 
Educational thing whioh she had shot for I, S, Willard, 

• . 

■She had been planning to drop by the Register s 
menage and so she kept to that plan and telephoned the 
polioe from there and lames.went back with her to 
Piwates Alley where the car was parked, —or in nearby 
Antoinette's Alley, She said the police were very nice, 
spent a bout 2 hours taking down particulars, finger rpints, etc,, 
and said she should count on a better than 50 per cent 
chance A of ever seeing any of the lost articles, 
i*C i«<'• Ju-i KOJ.T. o b tn A ,tu 

■>. t As the cameras represent a considerable basis of 
her working tools, her regret was woefully « 

blue-ish in color, as one may imagine. But, 
marvelous to relate, she eventually got all the stuff 
x v b a ok, I was. dying to inquire t hew a nd the tdentity of 
the Pirate, eto,, but it didn t s eem quite fare to 
, :( ask additional information over the long distance and so 

♦ tlG r V ; : l fc k li'O V- $ M i Oi A y> ft' ' ■ -y - 
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Tuesday, Movember 29th, 19 55. 


we shall no doubt h a ve the balance of the story later 
in the week, I asked her to bring the camera since 
I should like to get the one of Clemence and me sitting 
a t this desk for the frontispiece of the impending book. 

. •. 

Several chaplains have indicated in t won that 
as many of the drafted boys in the Amy are homesick, it 
would be ever so helpful if people in town would invite them 
% or Sunday dinner now a nd then. Ihe region is famous for 
its hospital}ty but nobody inclines toward helping out 
in this particular fashion, what with the usual outrageous 
things that inevitably transpire when 140,000 men 
get together in any place and doubly so in a re gion where 
they are unknown. A bunch of high school kids were 
flagged down in Cloutierville the other night by a couple 
of soldiers who made them turn their pockets inside out and 
then order them(ordered them) to drive on, pennyliess. 

Fortunately all the kid$ lived in the neighborhood so there was 
no hardship although they did resent the robbery by 
the uniforms. A Minnesota lawyer, dryving b a ck toward home, 
following a lecture at the L. S. U. Law School, was 
flagged down by a couple of soldiers a^out Uatchitoches . 

hey asked for a li/t and then robbed and beat up the man and 
drove off in his t car. I guess that was Saturday or Sunday 
nd the car hasn't been found as yet. I must say I can t 
ilame the ladies for hesitating a bout issuing invitations when 
such hoodlums might well be just the one coming as a guest and 
departing as a robber . 

>;i . -- < ' .. •• 

It goes without saying that I was entranced today on 
receiving the latest issue of Life a nd discovering 
on page 84 the photograph of the Illinois house of 1738 
looking exactly like Yucca must have looked before the end galleries 
were filled in. I read the c a ption but hurriedly but believe 
it s a id it was French architecture • It could be, but 
since Yucca appears to be nothing short of an elongated African 
House, it never impressed me <j« being French and I 
shallassume that who ver wrote the caption for Life was 
perhaps talking through his hat . But, for aid I know, perhaps 
French architects in 1738 may have been inspired by African dwelling: 

nd the w a yside ctyaumiere was oontrived along such lines. So 
m a ny things I don t know but should like tom •••••• 


Memorandum: 

There s so much talk about the local cold snap 
that I haven't heard a weather report out of Manhattan 
but I assume that you, too, are feeling the bitter 
blast from the Arctic. 

t • 1 > *' Cg:. t -■ — . 'i . 

. It was 2 6 in these parts this morning and, in spits 
of no clouds and no breeze, the thermometer never 
did get n bove 41 today and we are promised another 
2 6 for tonight with slowly rising temperature on 
Wednesday . 

. 

What surprised me most this morning was the very 
thin coat of ice on the big pot. I guess the sun must 
h„ve farmed up the metal during the day even though it 
didn , t make any dent on the air, for we have had thicker 
ice from previous frosts • 

. r • 99 • J. . ■■ 5 > '• , 9 i 

One advantage of this cold snap is the finality 
with which it finished off the cannas. I have been 
putting off cutting them from day to day as first the 
red ones would put out a banner and then the yellow ones, 
a nd it seemed a great pity to nip any potential 
glories in the bud, as it were. But this cold snap 
has finished off the stems utterly and so I could think 
up no good reason for letter them..lipger on longer and 
accordingly most of them came dow,n with a swish today. 
or; \© »Iauo9 kos-/<'\ .» -ns, 

t letter from the Ileisers, too intricate for 
the secretary in spots, seems to indicate they will be 
h ving a show at the Lemee Hoause for two weeks, beginning 
December 4th. I shall be glad to see them again but I 
shpdder a little at the visitation they promise of 
Charles Benkenstein and wife and five offspring, as 
they are scheduled to arrive the 10th, for, a.s you 

will note from J.P.R.'s letter, the Hollywoodi a ns and Kay 
ought to , converge upon Melrose at about the same time and 
too much is too much, or some such. 
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Wednesday, November 30 th, li'< 55 


As I turned the page, a belated secretary passea wtto 
way, enabling me to decipher the Kleiser note so 
I shall enclose it. 

I telephoned my friend, Mitchell Reams at the 
college today and got an address of a concern that may 
or may not further my hopes to get a dictionary recorded. 
Through the volume in which he sought information on 
behalf . he came up with the Zietler Foundation for the Blind 
or perhaps it is called the-Mathilda Zietler Foundation or s . 
being situated at 250 Parle Avenue which, as I recall, is 
the same address as that of TheBible Society. Be that as it 
may, I explained to them how it is that I feel as 
frustrated as a Moscow baited Cyprian, what with never being 


Memorandum : «. «. 

Stange doings, none of which makes very much sense 
when viewed from the ordinary angle, 

'•yy* i'U ei LI./v so^'CSv t fr* > .n-i- 

Ihe master hoovered about until the others had 
gone and then asked me to remove the receiver 
from my telephone for the evening. I gather la 
Monte span must be on the rampage, 

. , f . :• ’- r ' 5 '•) i- •' 

There's nothing either novel or new about such 
a request, made many a time in the past but it comes 
at precisely the moment when I am probably having people 
dial from thither and yon, all of whom, of course, must 
be getting busy signals, 

K i'. oub i . afiy '>;■ j -•-* 

When last I had a telephone >oall from Carolyn, 
she ashed if I had appointments for Wednesday 
a fternoon as she hoped to pause for a consulatatien 
in her jaunt from the Crescent City to Old Bonita, I 
accordingly kept the afternoon open, I pen these lines 
-bout 8 and not o peep have I heard from that direction, 

I suppose she i$ lost somewhere in the Sage Brush department 
i ^ • . #* »q 

Ihis morning the Editor of The Enterprise telephoned 
to say that the Mayor and Aldermen had appointed 
somebody to round up three people, not living in 
the Natchitoches city limits, to judge the 
lighting of the homes in town on Friday night prior to 
the turning of the civic illuminations on 
Saturday night. Prises are to be given for the most 
tastefully decorated homes, etc. Me said that the 
head of the Art Department a t Northwestern had been 
requested to nominate three persons but what he had 
come up with had not impressed the committee , people from 
New Orleans, Shreveport, etc,, important in the 
business field, but of no particular disttnotion, 
i told him that that Marshall woman would be passing 


I must say 1 cm still amasqd, after all these years, that 
a dictionary of sorts hasn t been recorded, I must 
say I don't envy the person who gets the job recording the f 
volume if ever it gets recorded but perhaps the job wouldn t 
be any more tiresome than some of the other stuff they 
toss off with such apparent abandon, 

. • .< ' ’ ■ f*. . '■ V ' ' ‘ 1 

By some inexplicable turn of the dial, I picked off 
three entertaining programs in half hour spaces on 
Sunday night, —Meet the Press with the Indian Ambassador 
on the hot seat, American Forum of the air with whom I have 
forgotten and Dr. Lyman Bryson with a couple of gentlemen 
doing Sinclair Lewis' Main Street, I suppose the 
Bryson program co.\tinues at the usual Sunday hour in your 
time sone, —around noon but what I stumbled ever was 
being aired along a *out l o:30 although I know not over 
which station, perhaps a Kansas City affiliate, 

t 

I'm so thankfulto have this ribbon from Lyme in 
working order for surely it must make trying to read ever 
so much easier than earlier in the month. Hope 
you are withstanding the wintry weather and that no 
colds ride the Northeasters . 
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tto \o 

•>o Lc riurncrt eirt ;ti ?.-•.«o • . ®» v t 

: ’ ‘lu: 


whip up interest in town doings fer the week end 
fiesta, Naturally I can consult with nobody because 
•s the telephone sOjaution and even if they could 
reach me, I shouldn t be able to give them an answer 
except for myself, for, it seems, I was selected as one 
of the judges by the Beard, —a mighty odd selection, it 
seems to me Picture selecting a person with short-comings 
such as mine for such a business, But, then, come to 
think of it, Justice generally is considered 
best depicted as blindfolded so perhaps, if armed with a 
Pair •/ scales and a sword, I can get bye alright, 

: ' c.' • ■' :■ r 

It is pleasant to report that our weather is moderating, 
with a low of only 37 promised for tonight. It's 
cloudy and drizzling a nd I'm hoping it may rain, we need 
the moistureso badly in this particular section, 

I continue without a ny Talking^ooks and 
that gives me a perfect excuse for re-reading Be Petit Prince 
a nd having a go-round in the musical section, and 
I'm liking it, 

•b'i, ■■ , •.*>; s : • ■' 

Besides, the absence of reading material removes all 
temptation at the end of the day to indulge in literary 
evenings and thus I am able to go ahead on the 
introduction to the cook book which I cm writing ten times 
a 8 long as will be appropriate, proceeding on the theory 
that when Dora pu s in an appearance to run through 
the thing with me, we can cut it by 75 percent and still 
h^ve enough for the volume in question, 

, .. • 

Everything seems just dandy across the fence, 
what with all the festivities being planned fer 
the coming week end, I gather space has again been 
taken at the hotel, giving on the river front, where 
friends can gather to fortify thems Ives with 
strong drinks and weak sandwiches and sky rockets may 
be observed exploding without the incovenience of 
tl\e on-looker catching pneumonia in the looking, 
which is certainly an advantage, A oopy of this 
year's program, mailed me from town on Monday, has not 
arrived as yet. Perhaps it will be here tomorrow and I shall 
pass it along for your delectation although I think 
it isn t anything extraordinary,,,,,, 


. Memorandumt 

It sprinkled all night but to little account, 
and kept up the drizzle all day to the amount all told of 
about an inch and a half. We can take that readily enough 
and a few inohes itore but the Weather Bureau says the skies 
will begin clearing oh Friday noon. 

But the radio says the roads in this section will not begin 
clearing up for ai other five days and so the truck-tank 
jams will continue through the week end and traffic 
from flew Orleans, Baton Rouge aid Alexandria is being 
routed as much as possible by Highway 71 which is on the 
East bank of red river, around by Grand Ecore, And that ought 
to make a fine jam for the Saturday parades and illuminations, 

The thermometer continues to hoover, night and day, 
a round 40 which ought to make it just diindy, what with 
the slow rain for those 140,000 gentlemen in uniform 
who are standing around waiting for the war to finish 
sometime next week, I suppose that s what puts the element 
of game in military operations of this sort, as opposed to 
grim warfare, —that element of Time since a definite 
date has been decided on to end hostilities and the soldiers 
being thus able to keep their eye on a magical number on the 
calendar, can stand the unseemly weather, what with the 
promise of a sessation of operations at some given point, 

Carolyn telephoned sometime after 9 ldst night. 

She was in Hew Orleans, held there by some kind of labor 
q,nd uncertain when she would be able to get away although 
she hoped to make t the Natchitoches'-thing >u Friday night, 
although she waan t sute She said the Holliday thing 
she mentioned earlier has to do about primitive painting 
and one of Bob 1 s pictures from the Hunter brush is to be 
used in illustrating the article She didn't say when it 
was scheduled to appear, I asked her about the robbery of 
the contents of her car and how they caught the culprit. 

She said the Police Department found finger prints on the car 
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that were duplicates of those on file and they sought 
the isan out in his rooming place but none of the 
plunder was to be found, Finally, however, the man 
confessed that he was the guilty party and that instead 
of bringing the things home, had checked them in a 
public locker in the Ferry Boat Station and thus it^was 
that everything that was stolen was found intact, < 

that quite aside from being grateful that the several 
hundred dollars in equipement had been found, c\~ 
glad that all the films 


December 2nd, 19 55 


Friday 


She said 

1 

she was especially 
glad thaVall the films, many of them as yet undeveloped, 
should have been rescued, too, as these included those taken 
t the Educational Conference at Alexandria last week 
a nd, of course, it would be impossible to duplicate these and 
no opportunity to get shots of a State gathering of this 
sort for another year, The robber ^ ^ s ^ H, 

dumb to have worked without gloves in full knowledge that his 
figer prints were on file 

The letter from Madam Uarco contains little or nothing 
of interest, 1 think, although it does seem a little odd to 
me that some of those atchee biddies who really are friends 
of hers can t take time out to drop her a card once in 
a while, shut in as she is and so eager for news of 
doings in the neighborhood where she lived so long and 
where so many of the people she has known still carry on. 

Isn't it wonderful that she has the typed copy of the B, L, 0, 
Diary and can get so much pleasure out of going over it again, 

I continue hearing tid-bits about the Williams wedding, 
most of which are of no importance but all of the good side. 

Ora is in bed with a severe chest cold and is under 
the lady doctor's care but she did make an effort to tell 
me a couple of things over the telephone today . She explained 
that, knowing as I do how fond she is of the Hunter 
creations, she need not explain what a 


Memorandum : 

• •; *. " 1 • ’ ■ - s ->• . • 1 

Cloudy and warm with the promise for showers for 
the fire works tomorrow and a cold spell on Sunday, 

IKe weather was clear enough for a few hours tonight, however 
and as Carolyn arrived before sapper, we had an opportunity 
to get caught up on a coupk of details regarding the Crescent 
City before we ran into tom to judge the lighting 
effects contrived by home owners in town. We went all the 
way to Natchitoches via the river road and so encountered 
scan.t military traffic although through sections of the 
town there were endless lines of great trucks, all moving 
in a generally Southerly direction, toward Fort Polk, I 
suppose, 

x;i •• ' - <• - •- ‘i- ’ •' 

In town we stopped at the Beckerman home where we picked 
up the Editor and his wife and precnied on a round 
of the town wh.ich seemed wonderfully spread out when one is 
m a king a night cavnas, Many of the displays were very 
nice and I shall be interested to learn the identity of 
some of the prise winners, as recognised, none of the homes thus 
honored as we made our rounds, 

t t 

Mr, Beckernman said General Taylor who seems to be in charge 
of Sage Brush was in town yesterday and made it plain that 
in viewof today's plans for parades and night fireworks, all 
the Army would be out of the area, so far as trucks, 
tanks and so on were concerned, Mr, Beckerman told me 
some new wrinkle I hadn t heard a bout before regarding 
all such equipement • it seems that the price of each vehicle 
is painted on the tank, lorry, truck or whatever, in large figures 
so the tar payer in seeing the item may be reminded of precisely 
what the thing cost, I don't Ifnow whether this is Carlies 
Wilson's idea or not but I don t suppose General Motors would 

sponsor such an idea, ,- . 

- . 

; I learned one mildly surprising particular about 


__ # _ I_ ick she got 

out of it'when Madam Beaufort on taking one look at the 
wedding gift, turned to Ann and asked her if one of her little 
brother'8 had painted it, a most natural dig, it seems to 
me, since Clemence told la Beaufort the other day she 
was too busy to paint anything for her at the moment. 

Ora said that following her professional visit the other day, 
the lady doctor, before le a ving the house, was taken into f 
Ora's library where the'wedding gifts were arranged. Ora s 
servant told her that of all the things the lady doctor 
like, the one of the painting was her favorite. What a jolt 
that will give Beth when she hears about it, e special ly a s her 
gift was a hundred fifty dollar silver serving tray . 
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how things are going in the men a ge of the newly weds, and 
one pieoe of information that astonished and distressed me, 

On the milder side, Kay told Carolyn that James has become 
a fervid Christian Scientist, When I heard this, I tried to thin 
bach at cracks I may have made about Mary B a ker Eddy and her 
theories but as my letters in that direction have always been 
tossed off with the same abandon I pen these memos, I can t recal 
what subjects I have or have not j touched on. Please let me 
know if little Hiss Lee should ever become ai Eddy enthusiasts 
so I may avoid saying a nything that might tend to upset 
her psychosomatic balance • 

The distressing news is something else again although it 
m a y have its roots in the mental ferver of the new religion or 
health program jr whatever one calls it. Apparently on the 
theory that Kay a frustrations of the past have been based 
on her contacts with a much stronger personality, James has 
strongly recommended that Kay cut off her relations 
as adopted daughter and niece of la Storm, This seems 
so incredible, it is almost impossible to believe and yet I may 
have remarked in some previous memo or other that I wondered if 
the way James phrased one or two references to la Storm 
might eem to indicate a lack of affection in that 
department, —at least I think I may have mentioned this 
although it is possible I merely thought a bout it and 
did not jot down the impression, It seems that la Storm 
doesn t know anything a hout all this and long before she and 
Irma and Farley planned to head eastward, it was arranged by 
KaUi I suppose, that, she would run up to see them when passing 
through the land, of the Natchitoches, as James was going to be 
too busy to get away, which must have seemed a little odd, but 
as la Storm adores James, she prob a bly didn't ponder too long on 
his inability to get up this way 
• j.i'. oiic *u', gi.-.tq s’ . o4 v iu 

I need scarcely tell you I propose to begin turning certain 
valves and. faucets in the direction of getting the mind of 
the b a nker back sn a more even plane at least getting some of the 
starch taken out of the rigidity that sometimes seems to go 
along with those, who get their physioal ailments healed by 
twisting their mental operations into a pattern that 
be-gets much more distress, to themselves ±kcts and others 
than existed prior to the psychological attack on their 

ailments, Pouring oil on troubled waters in that direction is 
my next move, I m glad they have plenty of oil. 

Fortunately, it appears, Kay is vastly in love with James in spit 
of this inexplicable, almost, peouiltarity, and if I ca» just get 
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Memorandum : 


IV. 


8:30 p,m,, and I take my first lick at this typewriter 
today, I like to chat a bit with you before undertaking 
the mail and it is probably better so, since I shall probably 
grow increasingly dull a s the 15th or 20th letter has been 
knoceked off, 

■V ', v r. v. -J I 

Ttte radio on Thursday and Friday predic ted rain for 
Saturday evening and so it came as a surprise t§ nobody except 
the guardians of the fire works, Theday, Saturday, wa 3 warm 
a nd cloudy and at 6 p,m, the floods descended on 
Natchitoches for about 15 minutes but no where else 
in the region. For some reason known only to them the 
operators, sent b the manufactur rs of the feu d'artifice did 
not h a ng a canvas over their set pieces and so 
at 6:25 it was announced over the radio that there 
would be no fireworks, although this was a little late 
to do muclf good for people who had journed from neighboring 
States and such Louisiana cities as New Orleans, Lake Charles, 
Shreveport and so on, 

•— . • ..... o •„ 

Carolyn had reminaed over by request of the town 
fathers to get pictures, was accordingly well fortified with 
gear of which nobody had any use, and as I had gone in 
with her to,see the display, which I had never witnessed, 

2" , too, found myself as much out of place in Natchitoches 
as the phtographic traps. But we did make the most of the 
opportunity to drop by the hotel to say Howdy to Celeste 
and some of her guests which included Dee Hertaog, Toosie Hills - 
p a ugh and scads of people who constituted a really wonderful 
gathering of precisely the same type of personality and 
nitwitism, if I may coin the phrase. But they were all very 
kind and we had a quick drink an< £ a sandwich as the permanent 
holiday electic lights were turned on, after which we departed, 
Carolyn took off for Marshall early this morning and that was tha 
— -koL sit istf \o seiuos 
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It goes without saying that I was both surprised and 
delighted when the Kleisers appeared en the Yucca gallery 
thi afternoon. It was both their understanding and 
mine that their show was to open at the Lemee house today but 
as there was some confusion about dates and some meeting 
had been planned by seme civic group for today, the varnishing 
date was pushed b ck until tomorrow. 

They were particularly anxious to see the murals before 
going inside ucca for a chat and they lingered so long 
in the African House that I was beginning to think we might 
never make Yucca, —but we did and we had a nice long 
chat, too. Before they left, they asked if there was any 
chance of seeing Clemence and if she still lived where they 

I had forgotten it had 
And when I told them she 
they thought it would 


Monday, December 5th, 19 55. 


Memorandum 


ill* «u>g ux ® V l v vevpy * wr vit w 

and the air sufficiently bracing to provide lots of ozone 
for out of door undertakings. 

. '..•'W3U . ) R t ,.«4 . -iJ.".’-; *» 

In-coming mail was scant but the enclosure speaks for 
itself. What in the world do you suppose the Miller-Denhome 
pearls can be like, Personally, if they are of value, 

I think Friend Miller is smart in disposing of them before 
her sisters and nieces have an opportunity to pull and hail 
at the string and a s Robina has been closer to the little doctor 
in spirit during the past 20 years, I'm all in favor 
of a friend rather than the family getting the Nipponese jewels, 

•u. ‘ • „■ i ..u t-.i "0 Cj '■ 4 '5'J' 

I awakened the other day aroujid 3:30, --a little early to 
arise but nevertheless slept out and for no reason on earth, 

I began plotting out sentences <n the fashion •/ 19th 
century English translators of ancient Greek tales and I had fun 
thinking how odd stories of contemporary Cane u iver doings might 
sound if couched in like wordings, as for example : 

" .....itnd Glory with her silver prumpet summons one from 

amidst the multitude and with her own hand crowinjng him with 
laurel before the assembled throng while another on a remote, 
unpeopled road, unseen and unseeing, feels the brush of Glory's 
j raiment, passing close like a diaphanous breeze,.,,,,," and so 
on an so forth, 

‘ "3A 'c i ’V 'Oi $‘1 i. v.. i LL:i 0 \J 

And then I pondered en some combination of words that 
had been unravelling in my mind and in a few seconds unscrambled them 
and discovered I liked that phrase, --""Brush of Glory", 

. ■ i ii.", 

Somehow the tale took shape like thist t , 

• n *j i\ o; 'Ji it in Jil » •- 

Ihe private car of the railroad executive was on a siding 
somewhere south of Cloytierville in the rich Cane *iver bottoms 
on hot summer's day in the 1880's m While the executive was inspecting 
construction operations in the neighborhood, his wife, bored with 


h a d last visited her at the spillway 
been so long since they were here, 
dwelt just beyond the cotton patch, 
be pleasant to penetrate the bamboo and go over on foot 
a nd so I journeyed with them and the three artists were 
inspirational in their reunion. Everybody seemed so happy 
with the ^contact and it was pleasant to return to Yucca with 
the Kleisers for a glass of wine and more talk a bout a dozen 
things before they returned to town and although I have 
had no time to myself between their.departure and now, I 
find that subconsciously I must have been thinking how nice it 
is th t among most of the artists I have known, there seems to 
exist a certain bond of mutual respect and interest in 
each other that doesn't always seem to exist in some 
other lines of ende a vor And concurrently I seem to have 
hdfVe recalled a paragraph in the recent biography of Mme, de 
Pompadour wherein the author•pointed out that Louis IV never 
seemed at ease in the compay of authors, —so different from Frede 
of Prussia, —and that Louis IV , like his grandfather, Qu a torze, 
relished the company of artists and that it was Mme. de 
Pompadour who g ve Voltaire a hand while it was Quatorze 
who gave places' 1 to Moliere and Racine, 

- ^ • 

I have been thinking much between Jumps today of how 
best I can serve in the week or ten days ahead in the 
strange and almost inexplicable Storm-Register business, 

I am bound to break down the wall that seems to have sprung up 
like evil magic. The fact that la Storm adores James 
will perhaps make it easier. The difficult nut to crack 
is in St. George, for I h a ve a feeling that without realizaing it, 
James has taken on the role, thinking he sees in la Storm the 
dragon of unhappiness in K a v's former life, a former unh a pptness 
that, because of her marriage no longer exists but which St. 

George in his May Baker Eddy zeal may feel should and could be 
restore only by an utter cleavage whicn Kay, thank Heavens, will 
never agree to. I'm bound to do a bit of St. Georg -ism on my 
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the solitdue of the lush plantations fields stretching away in every 
direction, was whiling away her time, daubing on a canvas, 

Her secret hope for years had been to secure the admiration 

of her husband by excelling in the painting of Just one 

great picture • A railroad official, stationed in the neighborhood, 

had sent an Aunt Jemima to the car to pick up some fine 

linen which the executive's wife had wished to have is laundered. 

In the afternoon, the same *unt Jemima returned to the 
car on the siding, observed the lady getting no where with her 
painting on which she had been laboring so francially, and, 
after receiving her wage as laundress, returned to her cabin 
down the road. On re a ching it, she discovered one pair of linen 
cuffs belonging to the lady, forgotten when she had delivered 
the clothes and she called to her spindle-legged granddaughter 
to skip b a ck up the road to the siding, and give them to the lady. 

As the little girl skipped out of the yard, " -I— - 

back and going to an old weight clock on the shelf, extracted a brush u. 
she handed to little Clementine, for that was the little girl's name, 

■ i ' r ' t y ? ; ■ : 4 . •. 

"Here, child, take this here brush to that there lady up yonder. 

It was give to me 'way b a ck yonder in that old Yankee war by a man 
what could paint mighty fine pictures, so the white folks say. He pain 
old Master and t'was the finest thing you ever sseed before them 
trifling bushwhackers comes along and burns the house and 
everything in it. The nice man what marked them pictures, he was 
sort-a sick all the time, coughin' and all and with the house 
in ashes and everybody gone and him sick and couldn't be moved, 
me, I nurses him right here until one day Mr, Leeown or Mr, Lion, like 
some folks calls him, he says to me that he's near.aAout re dy 
to die and he gives me this here brush what was all he had left ex¬ 
cusing what he was a-wearin, aned he says to me that this ttxatr here 
brush is what makes markin pictures so easy. And so I puts it in 
this, here clock and when he dies I plum forgets it until today 
when I sees that lady up there a-workin' so hard at her markin. 

And you tell her about all this and let her have this here O-lory brush 

i ■ ■ ■ • • - 

Well, to make the story endless, Clementine delivers the brush, 
the lady paints a picture with it that astonishes her and 
enthralls her husband. And having achieved her point, the 
lady, before the private car departs, gives the brush b a ck to 
the little girl to return to (it) to her Oranmother and back into 
the old clock it goes and is forgotten until half a century later 
the little girl, now a grandmother, discovers some of the twisted 
tubes of paint, discarded by little Miss Alberta and, after having been 
giv$n an old window shade by a half blind gentleman, jogs along at 
marking pictures until, the brushes having worn out,as supplied by 


her Grandmother called h e| 
extracted 
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the gentlemen, she stumbles over the Ulory bursh in the old clock 
she has kept with her s ince her Grandma's death. Her success * 

ffin» hen0T 5 in< fi t hat P ° nt * n * “ - D el 9 ado, Caraway, African 

House and all but she never mentions the brush of Glory 1 to anyone 
^ot quite grasping herself that it is the magical instrument ’ 

+ { n +L 9UcC * aa *"V° ne and everyone using it, but half sensing 
that there s something miraculous about it neverthelesss, 9 


r riiA'i Vl e S\ na \. 8cene cones when Clementine decides, —for what reas 

even*as*T ° P h °ri fl 9 ure ° ut > that 8,i8 h as painted her last picture and 

true mnri-f on *« a ri 9lVen lt U 8omeone who h <* d n ° appreciation of its 
° Glemence presents it as a gift to the blind man 

just as he leaves her cabin and unmindful of his priceless 
possession, the man heads off across the cotton fields and home,. 


Jn . { thin1c ® tale > 80 very Grimm brothers or H a ns Christian 

Anderson f could make quite a nice short story for some magazine 

°7 7 °lil r A in U -iu ma J l - n i r . Arthur X rain, what with real people being 
all mixed up with fictional characters and episodes, 9 


So much for n Brush of Glwry n and forgive me for having 
run over my appoint time to finish the tale .. 9 
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2/ 2 2iue to fce o hundred, I shall never get 
accustomed to the local custom of celebrating the 
advent of the Chirstmas season by exploding fire crackers. 

With Sage Brush folded up and the soldiery departed, the 
banging of explosives up and down the road strikes me as 
doubly noisey. Saturday's rain may have been disappointing 
to would-be viewers of sky rockets in town, but 
the dampening of the dry grass in this section gives one 
the, assurance that ignition from bursting fire crackers 
may not cause the conflagrations which might readily get 
out of hand, what with the qbandon the youngsters 
toss the cracker about • It s b a d enough when they put 
. the giant crackers in people's mail boxes to see the lid 
torn off but that seems mild in contrast to their 
reckless playfulness in tossing these embryo bombs 
at each other, unmindful of their proximity to wooden 
. buildings and grass plots. White planters operating stores 
refuse to carry such merchandise but the mulatto store 
keepers stock the stuff mightily with the result from 
now until New Year's, if the money doesn't run out, the 
youngsters will be b a nging away nightly a nd let us hold the 
thought the. fire crackers merely crack and not fire, 

(too - Vi A 3.’ • OSMUSUd Si Ci'.c ;}0f»0*5 0 v. iV.s.OHO 

Today s post was fairly heavy with unimportant 
items although I was glad to hear from Mary Travis Amy and 
Dr. Abernethy. These 2 read hurriedly a s I did one from 
Dora which held a lot of particulars regarding his conference 
with a printer and a binder and containing several details 
■he set down for my consideration . His conference brings 
forth news that a bpok about the size of the Uola N a nne 
Oliver opus, and containing 48 pages, can be 
made available a bout mid February . If I recall 
his figures correctly, the book would contain about 32 
Pages of recipes and about 6 pages for title, copyright, etc., 
for the beginning and end of the volume, plus about 
8 ill strations. The 3 2 pages of recipes plus the 6 

for end pages leaves me about 10 pages-for an introduction 
which isn t much for what he envisions including in 
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the Introduction but it seems to me that the approximately f 
3,000 will be adequate for what I want to say, since I don t 
want to put into the Introduction everything planned for - 
the eventual Melrose volume. 

I shall write him tonight a bout two points he 
didn't touche upon, the approximate prizce of 

book of this sort and what appears to me to be a prime 
requisite, the matter of a jacket, carrying a picture of 
Melrose which seems to me imperative since this item is 
designed for tourist and pilgrimage trade and therefore needs 
a striking picture of the plant t ion to attract the 
eye of the road runner. 

The artist came to see me today, definitely on the gay 
side When Clemence was here on Saturday to participate in the taking 
of her likeness, dictating the cook book to me t she asked Carolyn and 
me to pass by her house with her as she wanted us to see some of the 
things she had been marking on window shades. There was one big 
funeral, painted horizontally and covering much of one side of the 
wall of her little cabin. Clemence guessed Carolyn would want r it ai 
she did but resisted, saying she already had about a hundred of 
the Hunter things and furthermore she had no money. On 
Sunday afternoon when the Kleisers and I passed by the Hunter cabin, 

I was impressed by the great void on the same wall * --and said 
nothing. Today when the artist appeared, I remarked to her that 
I had said nothing about the blank space on her wall. She broke down 
with giggling and said "I done told that lady whqn^ she axed me if z 1 
thought you'd qver find it out and I told her whether he ever 
let on or didn t, he'd sure know all about it." And so 
we both laughed together with me wondering the while why Carolyn 
should care whether I knew it or not ^ After all, she slaves hard 
enough for her money and it's nobody s buiiness but her own if 
she wants to sling it at Hew Orleans apartments, leg e a btne or 
Hunter canvases, she certainly should be "be-holdin to anybody. 


Cieme nee waited to n borrow n some rat poisons 9 and some 
bulbs of the elephant ear. I gave her some of the anti rodent stuff 
but suggested she plant her elephant ears in March rather than 
December. One of these days, prior to February, I must 
acquaint her with the fact that she has written a cook book 
for plenty of people passing her way to purchase pictures will 
be asking her prticulars about the finer points in her recipes. 

Wh at a combination whenone en ounters such a trio as 

Clemence, Dora and Lestan, so far as unexpected creations are concern < 

J. H. told me this evening that he had a card from la Storm, 
saying she, Irma and Farley leave Hollywood tomorrow and hope 
to pause at Melrose to say Howdy in their trek toward South Carolina. 


oncern 


vv v. ^ 

Tuesday, December 7th, 1955. 


Memorandum: 

8i.Vi sA . d‘ L;. \Jia •V> • v;»V 

It warmed during the night and the sun was so pretty 
this morning, I put the several pots containing the freeshias 
out of doors to give them an extra boost in their race toward 
m a turity. Actu^L ly, they are doing well enough under the protection 
of the little house there by the side gate, for their leaves have 
grown to a length of 6 or. 8 inches and I have had to place little 
sticks around the edge of the pots, joined together with string, —the 
twigs*, not the pots, to keep the leaves, erect. Evqry day I look 
for some sign that a bud is in the offing. I haven t discovered 


one as yet but any old day we may be expecting 
direction. 


start 


that 


This morning the postman was an hour late but not because 
of a heavy mail. Perhaps he got tangled up .in 
departing Sage Bursh operators. The Louisiana radio 
stations in their news casts a dvise the public to avoid various 
main t oroughfares for the next three or four days. It is 
interesting that such roads are those running North and South, 
leading one to suppose that the endless lines of vehicles spread 
out to. East and West only after getting North of Shreveport 
of South of Alexandria. 

'nl 


I intended reporting the other day, and may or may not have 
done so, that I was reminded of the transcription L.S.U. had 
made of an old-Hafchez diary at a point where the diarist had 
reported the death of a servant a>id that the doctors had 
performed a "port martin". In the present instance, I 
picked up the telephone to dial a number, only to discover 
some mulattoes were on the wire, and what I heard u>ast 

"....yeah . the b a by done died and the'se goin 1 

to "form a topsy tomorrow". Shades of Uncle 1 om, Little Eva and 
Topsy. 

')& QjlU 1.. ■ ■ .tOo'' 

Everything seemed lovely across the fence at coffee time 
this morning and Celeste read me your lovely note to her on 
the stationary bearing the panorama of Manhattan. She loved the 
card and your letter equally,^and I must congratulate you 
, PI*, ypur success in contriving such an epistle that obviously 
pleased all around and inspired Madam Regard to remark for the 
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millionth time that she things you are the sweet st person 
she ever knew, to which I can but add my own -Amen, 

I divided my time equally today between this desk and 
the co»»o section where the recent visitations by Jack Frost 
have cooked both leaves and stalks which must be cut down 
before cotton hull begin flying next week This is the season of 
the year when I get ne help, following as we cLo the old 
custom of operating but a skeleton force of field hands 
prior to the turn of the year, And then, with the arrival of 
19 56, I shall find myself bogged down with too many helpers 
both because J, H, probably believes that it is good policy to 
give me some strong backs for the heavier work but also because 
he, him-elf, cannot think of anything for much of his 
force to do and so they can always be bounced in my direction • 

The theory somehow seems to be that just so long as they are # 
out of sight from the msa management, whatever happens or doesn t 
is alright, 


* % 


Si. t -v 


hap 


The time spent at my desk was given over exclusively to 
writ,mg Introductions for the cook book • Although there 
were too many interruptions, I did toss of three, each with 
different approach and each stressing different aspects 
of the Lelrose approach to the Melrose cook book, James 
seems to envision a complete history of the plantation 
in the Introduction but I am not doing this, first off, because 
I want to use Melrose material later for the Melrose book, and 
secondly because 1 want to stress Clemence on the theory that 
a lot of people who may read the text, —and mighty few who 
get a cook book ever read the text, I imagine, —but perhaps 
3 ome will and those who do may find their interest in painting quicken | 
since I propose dropping more paint pots and food pots into 
the intcrduction, don t, you think so. 

Well, I sh c ll do perhaps one more. Introduction or two and 
then wrap up the whole batch, and forward the whole shooting trap to 
flew^rleans where the Registers can have the pleasure of 
unscrambling sme, trying to piece one part into a second section 
a nd so on. 

If would appear we might get the thing on the market this 
Spring, possibly February, and that would be nice so we could catch 
the Matches pilgrims who stray over into Louisiana,,,,,, 


■t.v 


a*.; 
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Thursday, December 8th, 1955, 


o J 






Memorandum'. 


And 


O A 0 


so the postman brought me an impressive package this 
morning and I was both delighted and surprised. It needed 
no covering letter, of course, but I mention that I immediately 
used my own judgement in lieu of instructions, and forthwith 
galloped across the cotton patch to the artist's house to 
put her to work on an item intended for Lyme, She was 
enchanted with what she 3aw as I was in receiving it from the 
postman, and so happiness reigns allaround and I hold the 
thought that the lady now in pos3iession may be making the 
best possible usi? of the smaller type of board. How nice of 
little Miss Lee to be forever thinking of all those folks 

down yonder, including me, 

* 

My thoughts have turned so often in the direction 
of Lyme today, f or it has been one of those hurly-burly 
businesses that in a way must be a poor facsimile in which little 
Mi3s Lee swirls, 

* 

Hut in spite of interruptions and more interruptions and too man 
* visitors, morning and afternoon, I did manage to knock out 
the balance of the Introduction piece for the cook book and I shall 
be able to get that heading out for Dora on the morrow, 

' J ' ^ ^4 . .;* v l 

Carolyn telephoned from Shreveport at noon, asking if 
3he might run down this evening, arriving around 4, I told her 
she could if she'would stop in town and pick up my reading machine 
which has been at the shop for repairs. It is quite 
possible I shall see Carolyn between now and tomorrow but 
3ix o'clock has long since come and gone, the repair shop 
•closed up tight and"ni sight, ni sound"of said reading 
or its prospective bearer • '< 


machine 


l Lil iV 
3hJf 


. 

I am hoping, in a way, that she may make it, for I assume 
she is going on to Mew Orleans, and if so, she can give me a hand 

at running through the Introduction manuscript for corrections and 

■ 

) ni ■>. J to'<i£ : 09 oi »V' .« hr.- 
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then take it on to the Crescent City to present it to 
the prospective publisher, 

I should also like to ask her a couple of questions before 
the meek end evolves, for J, H, had a card from la Storm, 
saying they were leaving California on ^he 7th which will probably 
bring them here about Sunday and it is understood that Kay 
will come up here to be with them, All I know a bout the 
Storm-Register situation is what I learned from Carolyn, and 
I should like to find out before seeing Kay if I am supposed 
to know nything a bout the situation or not, Possibly 
K a y may think that a s her husband and I have known each other for 
years, she would be short-sighted in confiding her problem in me, but 
I hope not for it is quite possible that if I get the tale directly 
from her I may better be able to attempt some f Sort of an adjustment 
than were she to leave me in the dark, There s no point in giving 
that strange twist much thought before I see one or the other 
of the parties concerned but the Lord knows I am hoping 
I shall be able to upset a d' Q b of oil on the choppy waters, 

I failed to see the ladies across the fence today as they 

were at Church at the coffeee hour, It seems today is the 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception, or something or other about 
the Immaculate Conception, I recall sb vividly the first time 
I ever heard that this event was celebrated in December, what with 
the birth of Christ being celebrated in the same month, I 
must ask father Robel qbout this for while Madam Regard would 
be enchanted to go into the details bout it for my education, 
still I should fear she might think me altogether too mundane 
were i to bring up the question, 

• Sometime when I 'm alone with her, I must also ask her q bout 
ryll that scuffle that is going on at present down at Belle Chasse, La « 

I understand• it the parishoners down yonder b a lked at going to 

hear Mass if said by a negro priest and the Bishop of Mew 

Orleans threatened to ex-communicate the entire Parish # then 
religious xe a l collides with racial prejudice, sparks must really 
fly a nd I'm wondering how the local faithful re-act, 

I suspect it would never occur to them that they are the only two 
white^communicants in the local Church, but perhaps it s the 
white priest-here who saves the day for them, that a heap of 
scuffling the bigoted have in keeping on the one and only straight 
7 nd narrow path to Paradise, especially when the 1st Commandment, the 

Golden Rule a nd the &hiop and his flock get all splintered up. 

Again my thanks for the happiness from Lyme to us-es,,,,,,,. 


Friday, December 9th, 19 55. 


l * 

Memmorand urn: 

.*• V. it -•< hi* V,, 

It's cold outside, along bout 34 but cosey and warm inside 
and I am looking forward to a pleasant evening, beginning 
with a chat with little Miss Lee, then knocking off some mail 
a nd then listening to some Echoes of Vienna and Paris, 
tv. y.4 i;?.t . ;•«*.'« «o i 

My day was,a fairly busy one, —not so much activity, aL thoug) 
I did go to town twice, but rather a flock of physic a l exercises 
in the gardening section a »d a d a b of mental gymnastics, 
i j.- yv * . j. c ■ v.,. z ; 

Carolyn eventually got here last night and assisted me in 
running through the cook book Introduction, I was delighted 
to be a ble to get it into the out-going mail this morning 
so James should have it by tomorrow, 
r.-td . e *. i •; >. •: Hi . u..'• c m : '-m. ■ o' 

The ladies across the fence headed out for the Mew Orleans 
wedding early and Carolyn offered to drive me to town to 
pick up my reading machine, an offer I was glad to accept, 

I a sked her to stop at the Lemee House on our way out of 
town a»d we were greeted by the Kleisers, ?heir pictures grace 
the central hall and the rooms to right and left and some of them 
are really beautiful, I got Mr, Kleiser to show Carolyn a bout 
in one section while Mrs, Kleiser pointed out canvases for 
my delectation in ,the other section. Then I c ontrived to get 
the mastter painter to give me a little tour which afforded the 
1 dies a chance to have a go at things, 

Mrs, Kleiser .told me that two colored girls were passing the 
Lemeee House this morning when she arrived and she was so 
captivated by their merriment that she spoke to k± them, 
sking them to share their gaiety with them but they said they 
^was jus 1 jaughin' at nuthin'". As she was just going into 
the house, they asked her what was inside the place and she told 
them some pictures and asked if they would care to see them. They 
said colored people weren't allow in such a fine place but she 
convinced them they were wrong. She said she was delighted to hea ] 
their remarks about the pictures and they declared that they 
were just as good as the. kind folks sees in the stores. 
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Sunday, December 11th, 1955* 


B a ck home at lit 30, I had expected J, H, to dine with 
us but learned he was absent and only Dan was scheduled to join 
the clerk and the others and so we hurriedly decided we had 
forgotten s mething in town and drove back to get a sandwich 
in the drug store , B a ck home by 12:ZD , I g jve Carolyn an 
ear as she explained a story which she had written with 
_ friend in California a couple of years back which Hollywood 
n„d ±m toyed with an then rejected I pondered the problem 
as to its faults recommended that sfie take out the forest fires, 
hurricanes and tidal waves and then contrived a new story in 
skeleton form for her to go to work on• The basis of 
the tale I placed on the theory that Heaven is all about us if 
we but have the eyes to see it, and if we do find it, we have 
a legacy for those coming after, The story will have to do with 
an old man in the marshes a trapper, whose early m a nia for 
gold a djusts itself to an'apprec iation of the yellow flowers, 

"God's Gold", and he points with pride so often to their annual 
lovliness that the fellow trappers know he s a little soft 
in the head - And so, when the trappers start a war against 
the fur tracers and the last fur trader appeals to the onixxx ol 
man to harbor his daughter in the old man's c r bin and to 
try to save his fortune in furs the old man places the Cache 
of furs in the b a you where only*the yellow flowers grow, which he 
has always described, to the other trappers os his treasure spot, 
nd so when they ask him where he thinks the fur trader s cache 
is hidden, he says he's sure it must be in his trasure spot, 
a nd the ve ngeful trappers know that the man must be crazy, —and 
never look there, His grandson is delighted with the 
appreciation the young, lady visiting his Grandfather, has for 
the beautiful yellow flowers, —as a sort of sop to Hollywood, 
a nd the fin a l shot shows the youth and maiden f gazing 
a t the old man's favorite spot in the bayou, while on the 
b a nk above, one discovers a cross, garlanded with God's ^old, ent 
it above the oldster's grave • The thing should be about as long 
Old Man of the Sea and perhaps the Hollywood people might make so 
out of this, providing them with the exotic settings and music th 
want to employ for a picture • 

. 

I a m glad to have my reading machine again although 
in town they told me that it was obvious the motor needed 
some attention, after the tubes had been replaced, etc,, and 
so, although it revolves a little slowly, I think T shall get 
s me pleasure out of it for a while before it goes to Baron Rouge 
more extensive repairs, I hope a 1 ,uiet week'impends for 
your neighborh od and mine and that you a ren t letting the 
stepped-up holiday pace get you down «••••••• 


Memorandum : 

• 

"Ohhhhhhh,,, ,if you could only have seen the bride's dress, — 
the way it w a s cut at the neck and then drawn up here on the 
shoulder, the clips so perfectly darling and such darling 
veil . etc,, etc,, etc," t 

• 

or, in other words, the ladies made the trip to New Orleans 
for the wedding and made it back again and so forth and so on, 

* ’ r ^ ** “j • ^ ^ r ) > . , , iT ' • O W ' 4 V © • • ' ‘ J • * 

Our week end has been airish, sort of ZO-ish at night, 
sort of upper 40-ish during the day and no pilgrims, 
thank Heaven, 

hi ;■»- j; •: * ^ w A hr. i AS 

On Thursday, I had received a card from Sister, a iking me 
if I would send her by the doctor, coming on Saturday to look 
after the Cloutierville clinci for them, some of the"sSagsr 
palm limbs", meaning some fronts of the Sago palm, I would. 

Her eldest son arrived on Saturday morning, —his sister and 
a Dr, H^ll going on to Clout erville, Lloyd had two more 
items, penciled on a slip of paper, his mama wanted me to send, — 
"airiis and asperin vases", I have no more idea ttthan you have as 
to what she had in mind, When Dr, Hall came in the afternoon, 
he called on me to say that as Sister had described them to him, 
they were big, pot-beXlied things to hold flowers, T 
w a lked him about the place and he thought perhaps the oil jars 
in front of the*frican House were what she had in mind , ut 

her daughter arrived at that moment and said that i oasn t the 
thing, I asked her if she could describe them. She said: 

"They a re of metal, shaped like an apron, are fluted and 
stand on three legs," 

■ ' - *\ , 

Ve walked her bout the place but she couldn t see anything 

paguely approaching such a description, and then, unwittingly, 

I guess she let the cat out of the bag» when, in response to my 
ipH,ui,ry a8 to whether she had ever seen anything of thesort at 
Melrose, she saidt 
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Monday, Dece mber 12th, 1955* 


"Yes, I did see one once a while back but mama carried 
it off to Shreveport with us," 

Well, that sort of took care of Saturday, bu i you may b sure 
it will not be the end of the rumpus it will prob a bly 
breed, 

• • • * 

Another letter from James, stating that thecook book can be 
published and sold at $ 2.50 with a limp cover or at $2 .50 for 
a hard board cover, a nd what do I think, • I -shall responde tonight 
that I think we had better confine ourselves to the $1 ,50 
item, as we want to dispose of it to the tourist trade 
and that price will sell lots more, in spite of the limp cover, whicf 
always suggests a pamphlet and therefore of less value than worth, 
th a n to put a n extra dollar on a cover which would bring it more 
into the gift item class, 

• 

I think 1 mentioned I got the Introduction off to him . 
on Friday, and 30 I suppose he got it yesterday, He thinks puhlicat: 
date will be in February, I think I shall get Uildred Cunningham, 
Thelma Kyser and Celeste together along about that time and 
have them stir up an "Autographing Party at the Lemee House, 

My thought is to arrange the date at some time in the week so the 
newspapers can get a shot of Clemence initialing her book, 
surrounded by many societf/e ladies, so it will get into the 
press on the same week with a nttice that the book is on sale 
at Millspaugh'8 or where, ever, and I shall make a gesture of 
good will toward .the Lemee House by telling the Society for Preserve v 
that a percentage on each book sold at the "Autograhing Party'will 
be turned over to their fund. 

The Shrefeport and Baton Rouge papers, h a ving "done" both 
authors separately in ..rticles during the past 12th month, will 
probably balk at another go-round so soon but. it has been quite 
a while since the Times Picayune has had a whack at us and so 
perhaps something can be trumped up for Mr, Ogden and his Dixie-Roto 
Section . 

I gather that the Storm-0 'Brien contingent will be looming 
over the horiaon along a bout tomorrow or Tuesday, with Kay probably 
putting in an appearance along a bout the same time, I shall be 
enchanted when that shall have been accomplished and the decks 
get cleared for the impending festive season . 


Memorandum: 


How nice to find the surprise package in today's 
pcst,I am expecting the artist to pass this way on the 
morrow, and the two of us will have fun exploring the 
contents of the tubes, one set in particular seeming to be 
of a type unfamiliar to me. Something tells me that 
what with the gift item coming to hand last week to provide 
the canbas, today's arrival is going to impell a 
spurt in the Art Department that will carry the lady 
through the holidays with both gusto and glee, 

r, \ » ‘ - • . 

' ' • •>» rw ; 0 • - • ; ' 

We all, at this bend of the river, tend to hug the fire 
these days, what with iceon the pot and the thermometer 
hoovering around the 40's aL 1 day and the promise of ai other 2 6 
tonight, 

a j ^ i; > Oi*' •• B - ^ C't •) 0 U v • b < ^ ‘ ' 1 

I had apleasant cup of coffee with Madam Regard this 
morning, &he naturally wasstill delighted to talk about 
the Hew Orleans wedding and as Celeste had gone to 
spend the day In Alexan dria, we could h n ve clear sailing 
straight through, 

- r. ft ^ •. . * C {i i V' | *1 0 OVJ ■ > \' m i ^ 

On the military side of the Sage Bursh operations, it 
would appear that all the soldiers^have disappeared except 
those who are salvaging equipement, such as-roiling up 
communication wires and so on. It would seem, however, 
that much telephone talk must still go on, however, for in 
long distance Calls, the presage Brush custom of getting 
through out of State c a 22s within a matter of a couple 
of minutes has stretched to an hour and sometimes two 
and a half hours. What in the world do you eckon they can 
find so much to chatter a bout, 

.... . •>.<■> -j« l)Q<\ .-> {',0 4 3 st ! ■. i Ui 

I was surprised to learn today that Joe Henry who 
went to Washington, D, C,, on some R,E,A, conference, 
is now at Bethesda Hospital where doc ors are pondering whether 
his left eye should be removed or not. As a youth in college, 
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it was thought the presence of an excess of sugar in his 
blood was going to cause him to go blind but that 
condition righted itself, and, as you know, he went through 
the war without difficulties. Naturally, I an holding 
the thought that the same miracle may repeat itself • 

I did grind out a little reading on my machine last 
night but each turn suggests it may be the last - 
a nd I shall be glad when I can get an opportunity 
to send it to Baton Rouge for general repairs. I was 
reading Paul I. Welman's "."Gold, old and Gory" or some 
such title, which seems to be a trick way of setting forth 
atitle for a book about Spanish Exploration ocnd settlement 
of New Mexico and points East and Vest The title reminded me 
of"Angels, Apes a »d Victorians" which was simply a dual biography 
of Darwin ahd Huxley. There must be some other reason for 
this vogue for confusing the prospective reader of a 
book by giving him no notion of its contents through the 
medium of the title. 

» 

I suppose you g ot the same sort of kick out of learning 
that the University of Iowa boys selected a girl of color 
as the Miss Iowa University for 19 56. ^on't you think 

the gal should wire Georgia's Governor her thanks, for while 
Iowa and Georgia appear to be miles apart both 
geographically and in the humanities > still, I cannot help 
feeling Governor Griffin's influence must have done more than 
almost any other person to effect the choice on the part 
of the Iowa youths, qnd, it goes without saying, I am 
delighted. I didn t dare mention the Iowa doings 
across the fence yesterday for Celeste seems all rr torn up 
„bout the color business at the moment what with sa 
scads of Catholic ladies, particularly*in various hill billy 
Parishes, being is a perfect tizzy about the Belle Chasse 
business, all of which seems particularly funny to me in Celeste's 
case since she and her mother don't seem to think it 
remarkable at all that they should be the only white communicants 
in a congregation <r 800 or 900 colored communicants. 

,'tyj H'U.Y ' b’Vu i ivl oi in .9 5. 0* bs 6 4 ■ 1 

I thought .of J. H. Williams, pe haps richest man in the 
Parish, the other day, when I heard that the man who last week 
was reported to .have taken up Christina Science, hammer and tongs, is 
like J. H. *illiams, a non-believer in tipping and never does. Isn t 
that a second odd twist . 
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Tuesday, December 15th, 19 55. 


.i.K’Viifc'V, .. . ^ '• 03 .j i«5. ’\ Ci ?i. „U • .;«.>«<! i4. 

Memorandum : 

. > 1 , ... p e.\ \ i ' ..'j- 

The weather moderated by 10 degrees, thanks to 
breezes from the Gulf and cloudless skies, lfut 
10 degrees above a 45 high and a 28 low isn t too hot, es- 
specially when we are promised another sag^~in the 
thermometer for the morrow. 

• 

This was the day the cotton farmers of the nation 
voted Yes or No on whether price support a nd acreage 
allotment should be continued for next year. 95 ballots 

were cast at Melrose a d the results sounded like a Nazi F a scis' 
or Eolshevik election, since of the 95 cast, 95 said, But Yes • 
no* ' b. ■ ,oi- .. • • ’ ’ -V- i *..• i.i 

Father C a llahan and Father Roble honored me with a visit 
this afternoon, just a friendly aall, but unfortunately 
it came at just the hour the secretaries make their 
rounds and so I got no where in that section, although later 
I did explore the Brirawood note. For the most part, there 
were fat letters, however, or envelopes that feel as though 
the content might hold many pages, and these I didn't open, — 
she as from Shelbyville a ud Natchez, —the latter from 
. Edityh Wyatt Moore who, come to think of it, is prob a bly 
sending me a Pilgrimage folder. As I haven t heard from 
her in response to letters in April, May, June and September, 
she really ought to have quite a lot to talk about, assuming 
she has brought herself around to take pen in hand.. 

, 

I saw Celeste at coffee this morning but it wasn t 
much fun. It seems that nobody has any idea how much work 
she has to do, and following, her frolic in Alexandria 
yesterday, she had guests or Callers at home on her return 
in the later aft moon, after which she had to go to the 
Book Club, mentioned in other memos, where the food and 
f n vors were darling hut no books were mentioned.One 
has so many demands upon one's time by way of labor, you 
simply have no idea, etc., etc. «. ’■ 

, ' *• •» 5 J.H i.rv\ si4 AS JU $$-<■ ■■: 

4s for J. H., I didn't see him today but I understand 

•v £ i 3 01; u-nvi Vion b« fcfcotu S-i-QJ cfct. AS ©* bl'** 

oAy.i u inu 
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Wednesday, December 14th, 2955 


/row the clerk that he is taking things in his usual stride, 
although he was bound to be disappointed yesterday when the docto 
examined his arm a nd told him he would have to leave it in the 
cast at least another month as it isn't healing, I 
n a turally find myself wondering how the some what parallel 
case is faring, 

I read a little in the Wellman opus a bout Glory, God and 
Gold", re a chin the chapter given over to St, Denis and 
the founding of Natchitoches, The date is given several times 
a s 1715, I don't recall the name of the reader of this 
volume but he would do well to consult Ur, Scourby for 
h\s pronunciation of Natchitoches which he rattles off in 
four sylables. There s a sentence in thebook which 
might be mis-leading f along a line that has been mis-leading 
in the big r„phies oj* other people, 1'he author remarks that 
St, Denis died in the 1740's a nd was buried i n his fort at 
Natchitoches• I assume the a uthor h a d in mind that 
the settlement of Natchitoches was a fort, which it was, but 
it was a community, too, a)id the fort was up on the hill toward 
the college while the r hurch yard in which St, Denis was 
buried was on Front Street, giving on the river, did the site 
of the old fort on the hill is a cemetery today while the 
remains of St, Renis down in the valley are beneath the 
floor of UcClung's Drug Store, —of all places, 

'i . n • 

I recall the bigoraphy of S.s,Prentice wherein it 
says 9 he was buried "on the banks of the Uississip", 
far from hi3 New Engl add birthplace, which is true that the 
State and River of Mississippi are quite a piece from New 
England but the Gloucester Mansion graveyeard hard by 
Longwood in Natchez, is actually miles from the margin of the 
Mississippi River, No wonder mein lieber Heinrich of 
Archeological fame, had such a time casting n bout by means of 
Homer's text, to discover the locaition of the city of Troy, 

t 

No word as yet from the California travelers but I 
reckon that will come soon enough . I thought I might hear from 
Kay today, giving some notion as to the d a y she expects to 
establish contact with the folks but not a peep as yet, 

.... t * * 

*nd so thugs wiz along a nd may you not let the seasonal 
hurly-burly take too much stuffing out of you,,,,,. 


Memorandum 


The schedule is hurly-burly and I reckon this 
memo will turn out to be of like nature. Forgive me 
if I do unusually b a dly, 

A telephone call from New Orleans came through this 
noon She said she had just received word, — I assume by 
mail\ - from the California contingent, asking her to have me 
make reservations for them in Natchitoches, beginning 
tomorrow # There will be three of the travelers, of course, 
but she asked me to make the reservation for four, as she 
would like to be with them . She said James couldn't make 
it up here t this time, I'm glad we understand why but, of course, 
Kay doesn't %now that we know why, 

X. * 

. \ v , , % ' ■ r\ 

She said she was le a ving New Orleans sometime during the 
afternoon. She said shewas looking forward with so much 
anticipation to her visit. Naturally, I suggested that she 
spend tonight at Melrose which would give us an opportunity 
to get caught up on conversation before the other put in 
an appearance, She seemed eager to accept # My impulse, of course 
was to wait until after our visit before' taking typewriter 
in hand but as I have no idea when she left New Orleans or may 
be expected to reach this bend of the river, it would 
seem just as well to' have our little evening chat regardless 
since it may be all hours before she makes her bow, 

■ . r 

I hope she will have no great difficulty in threading 
her way through the gardens # The clouds are low tonight 
a iid' it s darker than pitch * Perhaps she will telephone me 
from Alexandria and that will enable me to sit on the 
front gate awaiting her appearance, But l'm not going 
to do so unless there is a call, since while sitting there, 

I might be missing her ring at Yucca, 
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December 15th, 19 55 


It's beginning to look as though I shc.ll not be 
mailing a seasonal package to Lyme before the holidays are upon 
us. Oddly enough t some pait which usually dries in n° tine at 
all has been refusing to jell for days on end and for days 
on end, I have been delaying putting the wraps on the package, 
It'q odd how one domino doesn't knock down another sometimes, 
isn t it. 

I got around to read a little mail today, but not much. 

The envelope from Mrs. Moore seems to contain two letters, one 
of which I read, —dated along about three or four days ago. 

The' other seems to bear <j>» October date but I did not get 
around to read it as yet although I expect to do so shortly, as 
she says it has to do with Mrs. Brandon s status t Mrs. Moore 
said she forgot to mail it in October. I think she or I or both 
of us ar changing considerably, for somehow my interest 
seems to lessen with the reading of each successive line • 


Memorandum 


It8s cold, —around P.2 degrees, but the moonless sky is 
heavily dusted with stars and if cold we must have, I favor it 
now and not at the end of March as we had last Spring. 

. • * . s - > • ' ; . . . i.J 

. Last night I fiddled about and fiddled some more. 

The only excitement during the first 2 or 3 hours after 
nightfal yesterday was to be called upon to drive off 
a stray dog,that had cornered a friendly pole cat on 
the b a ck gallery and give the poor skunk an opportunity to 
scoot under the house. 'The dog seemed puzzled by my lack 
of sympathy for his efforts a nd tl\e pole cat was so quick 
in suerrying to safety that 1 don t know what reaction he 
m a ni fe sited. 

And then I eturned indoors to the warmth of the fire 
a nd the slow motion reading of my Talking Books, while 
record after record went 'round and 'round. Finally 
my telephone rang. I assumed it would be Fay, calling 
from Alexandria to say she was approaching. Instead it w 

was Celeste, saying that Kay had been to my house "hours ago , 
a nd not finding me, although the place was "all lit up", had 
come over there. I dashed in that direction and 
found both J. H. and Celeste in slippers and bathrobes, 
entertaining the guest. 

-11 V ,G«> . , ,V j. " *\ C • iS'JO '3 

I assume Kr.y must have tapped at the front door of Yucca 
jid entered at the preise.moment I was driving off the 
dog from the back gallery. I thought a dab more of daring 
a nd imagination might have saved the informal reception 
across the fence but that, of course, is just one 
man's opinion. 

' ■ . 

We had o prolonged session, on our return here and 
the dufo must have been tired when we finally arose to 
journey over to the big house so the lady might collapse. 

.We did have to do some tiiephoning, however, before then, since 








— 
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I had followed Kay's instructions when she telephoned me from 
flew Orleans and had made the reservations 3he re quested, 

On her arrival here Somewhere along the route ketween here 
and there, Kay thought that perhaps Farley might have 
made reservations somewhere else and so she asked me to telephone 
Marshall where she thought 3he could reach Farley, At the 
Ramsey residence, however, I reached Mrs, Ramsey who said t the 
California contingent were or was at Old &onita and there s >»o 
telephone out there. Later *unt "illie telephoned from Texas 
a nd so we got the business unsnarled in that quarter. 




I did not see Kay at breakfast, os, according to my 
recom endation, she "lay long". She appeared here about 1 0:30 
11 , h a ving had a glass of fruit juice for breakfast, since 
she cannot eat bacon and eggs, toast and coffee. The 
poor thing is still havingdifficulties in the physical 
section, and about everything anybody might eat has to be 
a oided or the kidneys go into a spin * 

Precisely 6 months have elapsed since that festive day 
in Savanah, Kay had lots to confide and I had much to 
learn, I pen these lines at a half after mid night and 
so will not touch upon our sitting until a couple of leisure 
moments are available on the morrow, and I think you will 
find the notations interesting in a vaguely depressing 
sort of way, 

, 

Kay went to town before noon and the California 
travelers arrived shortly thereafter and while Farley and 
±rma went up and down the roads taking pictures during the 
fternoon, Kay and la Storm had an opportunity to converse 
nt the motel, 'piey telephoned me.at 4j30, saying they would 
pass this way between 5:00 and 5j30 ,.and they did, 
indeed, arrive at 7, We chated for an hour, and then we 
all dro e in to town fordinner which lasted long and 
was characterized by much entertaining exchanges 
of adventures and ideas, 

■ : «v\ . i :o.*i 1 *\tnoU o • 

.7V*ej/ plan to skip out to Briarwood tomorrow morning 
a nd will spend the afternoon down here, —they say, I doubt 
very much if they make it before dark but perhaps merely 
la Storm and Kau will journey to Briarwood and Farley and Irma 
substitue Cane River for Briarwood, I hope, And 
so turns the day and I must fold. Bo hope the seasonal 
hurly-burly isn t getting you down and please try to go 
as sedately as possible in an impossible setting,,,,,. 


or 


a*' 


Friday, December 16th, 1955, 




Memorandum : 


post 


How nice to find your marvelous letter in today's 


The mo rvelous thing about hearts in tune is the fact 
that the duet may be pick d up at any point a nd 
neither singer is off key and one has the sensation that 
the singing has been duo in nature slap from the beginning 
of time and will run along forever f whether both participants 
are a ble or not to maintain the song jointly since the 
pitch will be just as perfect when resumed, what with the 
harmony never failing between the musical divisions, 

A flock of letters came to hand in the same pofc but 
I feel quite certain 99 percent of them are seasonal 
greetings and I'm happy to let them rest for the week end, 

I was so lucky t what with the seasonal . doings, the comings and 
goings of the run of the mill personalities plus the 
California travelers, that I could read your letter straight 
through and so I did not mind so much that an interruption 
came to prevent me from more than glancing at the enclosures 
which I shall have the pleasure of going into on 
the morrow, 

\ ■ . t ' 

First off, let me respond to your inquiry regarding 
the tape recording item which you touched up so generously, 

If there's a time element in volved, let the answer be No, 
for frankly, while I think I could imagine myself into 
operating one of the things, I have never had any experience 
with one and I am so dumb a bout mechanical contraptions that ther 
a possibility I could never manage, its operations, 

All I have ever done is to record on tape a nd the wheels and reel 
seemed so wonderfully complica ed to my nnrt _mechanical 
m ind that I somehow got the impression I should never 
know how to m a ke . the thing work, If there is not a time 
element involved in the matter, I shall make an effort to 
be-take myself to a concern dealing in such items and 


'.»U 


1 1'AO-.c 
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Sunday, December 18th, 19 55. 


30 discover through instruction to see if I could ever master 
the operation of such a» invention which, if I could 
master it, would be a marvelous convenience, particularly 
in cases where I could find data such as addresses, quotations 
from correspondence and so on put down on the tape which 
I could turn to at leisure moments to get on with whatever 
is usually at hand only when a secretary is present which, 
so often is not at the time I am free to do whatever it is 
I w^nt to incorporate into whatever 1 am under¬ 
taking , 

• 

The travelers came b a ck again tonight or rather this aftern 
between 4 and 5 and I bounced them across the fence for a 
little chat with J. H, and Celeste, both of whom seem to 
like everybody fn the group Later the travelers, Kay 
c nd I dined in town and F a rley and Irma brought me home, 
with Goodbyes leaving been said to Kay and *unt "illie in 
town and Farley and Irma down here, as Kay heads b a ck for 
Hew Orleans niid they for Charleston early tomorrow morning, 

I shall jot down the substance 0 f w V conversation with 
Kay and n y first impressions tonight and attach same, 

I want you to keep abreast with the situation, since 
I feel instinctively you k noV} the people so well and are 
likely to hear so much more about them in subsequent 
memos, I leave it to your own good judgement whether 
the memo to be attached should be destroyed t transcribed 
in part or in hole(whole) or preserved, I shall write it 
exclusively for yur information but leave it for you to 
decide if it should end up containing particulars that 
should be better omitted from the record, 

* 

Irma inclines, without knowing James, to feel there is 
bound to be a lot said for hi3 side of the problem, She 
8ay8 she thinks "unt "illie is quite unprepared to live alone 
at the Bluff and both she and Aunt Willie and Farley urged me 
to try to run over to the Bluff next month or in February if 
possible, Aunt Willie, getting me aside, said it would 
be so nice if we could spend a summer in some quiet place 
in Europe, Poor thing Personally, I can imagine 
nothing nicer that spending a whole summer almost any 
place which she has the means to select t and South Carolina wouj 
certainly delight me just as much as Europe a nd would save a 
lot of shoe leather to boot, 

The package you mentioned as heading in my direction 
will be arriving sometime next week, I have not addressed any 

to a spnl and as tAe paint is 3till not dry, I continue to 
hold the one that will reach you only after the excitement 
of the season has subsided, Uy day has been so happy, thanks 
to your wonderful letter. How perfect is a world in 
which two people understand •••••• 


Memorandum : 

\ \ ,iv, * ft f\ ,1 *\ •-> "l A _ •V'A • It j ' ft ' 

' ' ; “ 

My guess is that more people in the United States set pen to 
Paper than any other day in the entire year and that the 
morrow's Christmas card postal sacks will reach their maximum 
bulge • 

. •. i- . ' ~ 3 '• . - ?• •• • ■ 

Our wintry weather collapsed on Saturday and today was so wan 
one need no coat out of doors and it was pleasant having the 
doors and windows wide open, It was so pleasantly quiet today, to< 
for since everyone was probably busy with Christmas cards, not a 
pilgrim showed up, 

i r ■ r •. r . is ■ 

Oji Saturday, a little afternoon, la Storm telephoned from ic) 
h a ving paused there en route from Natchitoches to Charleston, As t 
failed to re a ch me, she tried J, H, at his office and, being succe: 
reported that she had left a very valuable jeweled cross of 
silver on her dressing table at the Natchitoches motel, J . H. 
told me he had been struck by its appearance the night before when 
noticed she was wearing it when here, Efforts to track it down at 
the motel were unsuccessful, 

,r\: "SV •»«: U •» .*■ ' T . :j i V* Vi «ij' 

On Saturday night Carolyn telephoned me from Marshall to inqw, 
how the visit of the parties that had converged on Melrose 
h n d turned out. She said she was just b a ck from Dallas and wanted 
to j^now if everything went alright, I told her it did. She asked 
me if I had had an opportunity to chat alone with Irma, I said I } 
not. She said that while at Old Bonita, she and Irma had an one oj 
to compare a couple of notes that (and that ) Irma had told her Autr 
had received two letters from James while in California, one 
rather disagree a ble, one quite ugly . I do not knovi if these were 
in response to letters addressed to him from Aunt Willie but assumt 
they were, I am hearing from James frequently these days but nevei 

he mentioned any rift between him and Aunt "illie, _ only referenct 

to matters pertaining to the publication of, the cook book and the i 
line of correspondence, touching not at all on personal matters. 

He returned the Introduction I had done for the cook book to 

me, —I guess it was on Friday, It was so changed about and torn c 

and put b a ck together .in the wrong places that I withheld my approi 
making acknowledgement of its receipt, Uy final draft of the Intrc 
h a d been done in a new 3 paper-ish sort of way, and rather on the li$ 
side, as this approachg seems to me the most suitable for the 
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potential tourist trade, What he did was to employ paragrcp hs fro\ 
other snatches I had done on the subject generally which, when 
placed together, g a ve the thing a heaviness more likely to be 
found in an article in the Historical Society Journal,, Since he 
is paying for the publication, I reckon he really has the right to 
have something to say about the script but I 3hall try to persuade 
that heshould re-consider my final draft instead of pasting toQeth 
the odds and ends of correspondence which were jotted down with no 
to eventual publication, I shall be so interested to hear 
his side of the mother-in-law deal or whatever the seism is, but u 
I do, —and I may never hear his side of it, I cannot but feel he 
gummed up a situation whichshould never have been handled so inept 
I suppose Irma and Jjarley probably don't feel too b a dly about it f 
all. Aunt Willie at 85 can and probably has made a new will and 
the bulk of theStorm holdings jnay well be quite naturally and abru 
transferred from Kay to them• And still 1 am told one has to be bo 
in the South to understand colored people, 

Obviously Aunt billie doesn't blame me for having been instru 
in the meeting of her niece and the latter's husband. In fact, sh 
seems as fond of me as ever, pleading with me to run over to the B 
this winter sometime while Irma and Farley are there and suggestin 
that she and I plan to spend the summer in Europe, where ever it w 
suit me. And while J am both distressed and puzzled by the 
performances of James, I am at the same time almost as 
much in a qu a ndary when I try to figue out how it is that with 
all the hundreds, perhaps thousands of people Aunt Willie knows, 
she turns to me in preference to ,othersfor companionship, 

All that's nejeded now to prove that we’re all crazy is for me to 
elope with Aunt "illie and thus become the step-father-in-lav) of 
James and Kay or rather the a dopted-father-in-law and consumate th 
whole business eventually by marrying Kay• Were I at Lyme at 
the moment, I can think of two people who could roll on the floor , 
hours in c ontemplation of the strange twists such a set-up could t 

Celeste told me today that last night she andwered the 
'phone when a familiar voice asked if she was speaking with the re 
of J, H, Henry, When told she was, she asked to speak with J, H, 
It i ooa Sister, obviously knowing it was Celeste who had answered. 
Sister wanted to have all of us come to Shreveport for Christmas, 
Later, Juanita telephoned from Conroe to say Joe did not want her 
fly up to Washington and so she and her mother would come here on 
Thursday for the holidays, I think Celeste was enchanted at the 
prospect of having s uch guest 9 not only because she likes them but 
because their presence will serve as a drag against the Shreveport 
I'm so glad to have the clippings. Nobody had called my 1 ttention 
y of them, Bless little Miss Lee of Lyme ,,, , •• 


Monday, December 19th, 1955. 


Memorandum : 

1 • 1 • 

Another cold air mass arrived today but no clouds 
developed and so we got neither rain nor snow. The Weather 
Bureau says the "x ice box" is moving more southeastward 
than due south and so we may escape to heavy a freeze 
although we are promised a low .of 28 for tonight, 

J ■' » • ' O - ■ j iff* 4 '' * j * k -»• O O > 

If one remains stationary at this bend of the river, 
half the world will pass this way eventually and today was 
a case in point when a Chicago man, just back after 
two years in Dusseldorf, engaged in w non-military 
engineering work, passed this way to see me. He 
has in mind doing a book about this region with Herr Beckerman 
of the Natchitoches Enterprise and that's interesting news which 
I ought to be able to use advantageously to give a couple 
of punches to my photographic and publishing associates, don t 
, you think so. 

He told me about a body of water in North Dakota near 
the Canadian frontier called Devil's Lake, Formerly it 
must have been a huge body of water but has been drying up 
for years. An oldster in the. region told him the lake once 
had a rather large passenger-fre ight steamer that operated 
on its waters. It was called the Minnie P As Mr, Barry, 
the gentleman telling the tale related it,'he rented a 
plane from some air port and from the air could easily see 
the former margin of what is now such a shrunken body of 
water. In making a round of all the inlets and coast line, 
he readily discovered old piers, long since rotted away and 
eventually, about 20 miles from one of these piers and toward 
what had formerly been the center of the lake, he discovered the 
hulk of the steamer, how far above the water line. It seems, 
^cording to his informant, the boat had blown up somewhere 
around 19 00 a nd was almost forgotten by the time the 
lake had drained sufficiently for the hulk or what was left 
of it, had emerged , I am wondering what in the world 
such a. boat could possibly have been operating in such a remote 
region at the turn of the century. Perhaps it may h a ve 
served to transport people and produce to the Canadian Pacific 

io..' ti ' it»o - .*o *v > o3r K-'.uk 1 it bs. 
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Tuesday, December 20th, 2955 


railroad which may cross that neighborhood from East to Vest, 
Somehow it put me in mind of the h a lf forgotten Ghost Towns of 
the Ear West and along the Mississippi River, 

My telephone ran along about 5 o'clock this evening. 

It was the familiar voice of the artist, and there was quite 
sound of triumph about it, t She said she had been trying 
to catch me all day but hadn t succeeded until that hour, 
Maturally, she was delighted that she had learned the combination 
It was only yesterday I discovered that she doesn't know numbers 
a nd so using a dial must really be quite a problem of 
memory for her, I think be I mentioned that her number 
is 8041 while mine is 8043 The trick of operating the 
'phone is increased locally when one is calling another on 
the same line since one has to first dial the number and then 
hang u p and wait until the phone rings and then pick t up 
the receiver and pray the Lord the other person hasn t thought 
it a false alarm before you take up your receiver a second time. 
But now the artist seems to have mastered the operation and 
can no remember the progression of slots into which 3he is to pu 
her finger and dial to get me, I suppose you may have noticed 
that it is easy enough to dial without looking at the 
gaget but that is because we know how to count. Imagine how 
complicated the thing must be if one doesn't run up the letters 
from one to ten in one's mathematical knowledge, 

1 • . r. . , . , , ... 

• 

On the home front, the same old tune seems to be 
repeating itself, in a slightly modified form. Along about 
4 j30 this afternoon, a, H, was proceeding Northward on 
the Berm uda Road, Claude Clyde Emmett Davis driving. 

At Typo Plantation where the road from the Montgomery Ferry 
joins the Bermuda Road, a truck shot out ahead of them and 
J, H,'s car was torn up but apparently neither he nor dlyde Claui 
Emmet Davis none the worse for wear although I suppose such 
a crash does little to encourage the arm in the cast 
to mend any faster. We know of a few of J, H,'s wrecks and 
that is enough, for if we knew the really number, we would 
probably experience a permanent case of the shakes, Me 
was alughing about the episode at supper and said the colored bo 
driving the truck looked mighty frightened and the first 
thing he said was : 

I 

"Is yawl goin to h ve me arrested," 

■* p . \ ,*1 • 11 m • s » cj t\" ; ’ < v: *> 1 i' o**, 

Obviously the boy had no notion as to how casual is 
the wreck of a car in J, M,'s life. So things turn 
and so 1 turn to the out-going mail a nd thence to sleep ,,,,•• 


Memorandum 


It is pleasant to report that the cold snap we were 
scheduled to get a has again careened off eastward and the 
local thermometer "hoovered" around 50 today and will not 
sag more than ten degrees tonight, I couldn't find any 
Manhattan Weather Reports although I did hear that it was 
something like 33 degrees below aero on Mt, Washington 
and since Mew Hamshire isn't too far from the Empire State, 
I gather it must be "air-ish" thereabouts, too. 


Strange cards continue coming my way, as they do to 
everyone else qt this season of the year, I suppose. There's 
nothing strange a bout the cards themselves but one 
is so often puazled by the identity othe senders, 

I had one yesterday from "Earl and Gloria Wiggin", of whom 
I couldn't remember ever having met, .On casting about 
for information, —the cancellation was from Natchitoches, 

I learned that the Reverend Wiggin is the Presbyterian pastor 
I have met him and should have remembered the name, Wiggin, 

I never laid eyes on Gloria, 


I was utterly stumped by another, bearing greetings 
from "Thedda and Morrell", The only Theada T ever heard of 
was Theda Bara and she died last year. Then I investigated 
the cancellation stamp and discovered it w a s, of all places, 
Melrose, Imagine cP ybody mailing a card or letter to me in 
the Helrose Post Office, The next thing I know, somebody will 
be sending me something by Parcel Post from Melrose, 

My secretaries couldn't help me out with the identity of 
"Theda and Morell" but the clerk coud, Ihat seems to be 
the people known to me as Mr, and Mrs, Youngblood, the 
overseer and wife, I have always known him as Mr, Youngblood 
and I never saw his wife but once, perhaps a couple 
of years ago, 

• 

Another piece of mail that was interesting today came to 
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Wednesday, December 21st, 2955 


Celeste from Juanita. When Celeste read it to me, it 
was perfectly obvious that Juanita had been provoked when 
she wrote it. It was to say that she and her mother would 
come over here on Thursday. She said she had planned to 
fly up to be with Joe for at least a glimpse and perhaps 
stay a few days. She had made arrangements for her mother 
to "emain in Conroe and she herself had obtained transportation 
by air. Just as the plane was loading, she was paged back 
at theair port to get a telephone call. It was from Joe, 
l a ying her out for spending money so ridiculously when it 
wasn't necessary, such as coming to see him in the hospital. 


announcing that the lost cross naa oeen aiscovere u j-u. « 

luggage. It didn't take me long to advise the motel and 
my colored friends whom I had engaged through various channels 
to track down the missing jewels. 

Every time I recall what I recently learned, —that E. Roscoe 
is a long whiskered sympathiser, - I cannot help giggling in my 
own beard. I heard him tonight and found mself wishing that 
he would tell me a little more a bout the local weather in 
his area and less about the details of getting the final 
membership to the U. !1. Council seat settled, —all the details 
of which seem to have been hashed and re-hashed so often 
during the past week or so Somehow the meticulous way he went 
into the matter suggested that he was recording particulars for 
some historical record rather than presenting a news item. 

I have thought so frequently about so many details 
touched upon in the latest letter from Lyme. In the matter 
of the visual instrument recently acquired, I can well imagine 
the trick of enjoying it is about like that of radio. 

I remember so well one of my European friends, Jean Bertrand, when 
he first encountered American radio broadcasts, had no idea 
bout selecting the programs and so was floored by the amount 
of trash he encountered because he hadn't realized that there 
was more than one station operating at a time and he 
did t seem to realise he could tune out the trash he 
didn K t like. Some people I know seem to approach their 
TV listening in much the same manner. 

The latest snide remark out of Washington I have heard i s 
to the effect that certa n Republican3 seem, io think that if 

the President still can walk, he certain can run . 
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And may I say how glad I am you mentioned the matter 
of the paints. They arrived, as did today's package, in 
perfect order and are just the checker for the artist, 

I am a little astonished that I failed to a cknowedge their 
arrival but assume it may have been due to some 
interruption while I was in the midst of a memo. One reason I 
like to have our little chats at night is because there are 
less likehoods of interruption but sometimes the telephone 
ri)ig 3 or a be —lated t/onkey—tonk—goer taps on my door and when , 

I have something particular on my mind, I suppose I return to 
this machine, thinking I have already set down something which has 
been so much in my mind since mail time that I 3kip all 
reference to the point a bout which 1 am most c oncerned, Beccu se 
of this circumstance, recognizing it as we do, I am hoping you 
will never fail to touch on subjects a second or third time, 
should I fail to respond, I always enjoy going over the 
letters from Lyme more than once, feeling that if a ^trifling 
secretary 3 hould skip a line on one go-round, there s a good chance 
to catching up with it on the second, —and at the same time 
affording me an opportunity for another chat with you, 

The paints cover the entire case and are just perfect, I 
a m wrapping them up in a special package and doing a Santa Claus 
in your name at the artist s house. 

Today we had another example of the strange mental operations 
of the Bethesda, Maryland, Henry, I think I mentioned a day or 
so ago he had caught Juanita by telephone in Conroe, Texas, just 
a s she was mounting the plane to fly up to bee him in the hospital, 
denouncing her for doing things and spending money when entirely un; 

And so she and her mother made their plans to come here on the 
morrow until last night when she got another telephone from her 
husband, asking her why in the world she couldn t at least take 
apassing glance at him while in the hospital. She "enplaned n 
forthwith and Heaven knows what the next turn will be, 

' 'i ■ • .’■ ' '* “* 

The oil on the little picture has now dried but in view of the 
torrent of mail currently in flood, I think I shall send your greet 
along early next week. In the mean time, my holidays began 
today, thanks to you and my evening is going to be so 
pleasant, what with so many evidences of affection 
ill about me. Your various manifestations of affection, arriving 
111 in one post, h a ve set the seal of happiness on my Christmas 
and life seems so good, just knowing there is Lyme,,,,,, 
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Memorandum : 

I heard Bob Trout night before last, speaking from Manhattan 
at 9:55, E,S,T., saying that the thermometer stood at 9 degrees and 
what was good about it was that it was 9 degrees above zero and 
not below. 

The same polar shroud that was easing southward from 
the Artie struck Fort Worth and then slid eastward shivering 
Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama and Florida, I guesi, but somehow 
never did sweep over Mississippi or Louisiana, and if wants to keep 
doing that same thing all winter, I shall not complain, 

I had such a pleasant literary evening last night. It was 
so pleasant to turn through the lovely pagem of Illustration, ~ 
both for what they held and for the memories of other issues which 
have, as we look backward, meant so much to us # The little Cardinal 
tray was along 3ide, and it was so pleasant to'glance from the publica 
to the porcelain and bgck again And along side theCardinal stood 
the white Christmas tree candle, its light so much more precious 
because it had no excuse from a utilitarian view poit but stood 
for everything in the field of things really worth while, I know 
you would have enjoyed such a literary evening and somehow it almost 
seemed as though I felt a silent but fervent Amen, 

This morning I put your packages for across the fence under 
the tree. The lad\es were delighted and the elder got up twice to 
go and inspect them with obv ous affection t It was all very nice, 

I don't try to keep abreast with their social activities which 
,• seem to be constant. Madam Regard said they both went to 

a party yesterday afternoon and Celeste got home in time to turn 
around and go b a ck for another at night. This afternoon I noticed 
\ cars across the fence and so a ssupe there was social doings 

on the home front during the twilight hours. Where things may be 
(d scuffling a bout at this moment, would be difficult to guess, but 

that there is doings, I have no doubt, .can but marvel at the pace, 
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Friday, December 23rd, 1955, 


The mails continue heavy, greetings from people I do not 
remember and from friends from whom I hear but infrequently, 

I regret that so many of the latter fail to put their return addresses 
on either card or envelope for in many cases, I should like to 
respond but, without something more than the cancellation, i cannot. 


he 'lew rleans Public Library failed to- send me some extra 
volumes prior to the holiday rush and so I find myself down to 
my last book I shall not return any books until after the 
rush is over] what with all the postal employees have to contend 
with in reglar mail these days, A book as yet unsampled is 
by De Eongh or some such and seems to be a biography of Margaret 
of Burdundy or of the Netherlands or 3ome such. The setting at least 
will be different, what with all the stuff 1 have recently been digesti 
bout New Mexico, Texas and the like, 

/■* 

I am so glad to have the Echoes of Paris and Echoes of Vienna 
to hand, —they will fit in so beautifully on the reading machine. 

With the little white Christmas tree aQl° w inside Yucca ai d a bright 
waxing moon making the white garden so lovely, it will be 
so pleasant having all these things fuse into a setting and 
a symphony both unique and lovely, 

It is interesting to hear that "littlURobert Anthony and 
,his family are going to have a happy Christmas, Last Friday 
in t he middle of the afternoon, while Robert was in the woods 
getting fuel against the impending holidays and his wife and 
4 children were calling on neighbors, their house on Little “iver 
was utterly consumed by fire, 1 he propsect for a happy Christmas 
seemed pretty bleakto them, I am sure, but everyone came 
to their aid and to make a good go of it, the Red Cross dipped deep 
into the suppliesfor just such emergencies and tonight I learned 
from Robert that, contrary to the gloom of last Saturday, the 
qpporaching week end is going to be one of the nicest he can remember. 

Somehow I have a feeling there is going to be happiness during thi 
whole season both for little Miss M e e and Lestan, thanks to the perfect 
of theitr telepathy, I think „ out the newly weds and the lady 
at Moncks Corner, and I pray the Lord some of our happiness may trickle 


Memorandum : 

v,, . -V 4 ,Jv'\ a o, M*t q.4 ?■ j ' v i . . -t . 

How nice to find such an unexpected delight in today's 
post when your gay card with those little old cherubs of 
color jumped out of the envelope to get my week end 
going along the same perfection of harmony that it has been 
operating on during the past several days. The card is so 
gay and somehow as classic and fundamental in another sort 
of way as the Marly Horses that 3tand along side 
the one to the other here on my desk before me, with the 
cnadle light of the white Christmas tree tossing gay 
undulations of light on them as the keys fly along in our 
li tl even chat. 

Last night 1 heard .Bob Trout say that Manhattan had had 
a three inch snow in the afternoon, the suburbs receiving more, 
I hope the Northern sections of the city didn't get snowed unde 
And somehow such an atmospheric situation seems so much in 
line witha our.s of iaat week and so much like that obtaining 
today when my thermometer registered 80 degrees and the 
promise is for continued warmth over the week end. Somehow 
Cjirist' s at such a heat level doesn't seem so very Christmasy 
n lthough I must say it does have its advantages over the 
type of cold you all have been getting, Pcrhap3 wc i iigiii 
^r: anje . cr p,' j..Uot£ - ^ ’ v, x 50 : iii v.ryihtng "i ’ 

jist right all around, K 

I think J, H, must have given Pat another push last night 
for this morning a.t breakfast, Pat said he thought 
he would fly up to see Joe, starting sometime this evening and 
flying his own plane perhaps os far as Memphis and there 
board a commerical plane. At the rate people get about these 
days, I suppose he may well be in Bethesda by now. As I unders 
it, Joe has had some sort of an operation on his eye but has no 
h a d the eye itself removed which sounds hopeful at least. My 


down 


them 
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Sunday, Christmas, 1955 


reports are mighty scanty since they are filtered by either 
j, H, or Pat who talks with Joe on the telephone and just 
what is what from such a source and such purveyors of news, 
no one can be very sure, 

I felt especial, ly fortunate tonight in having 
heard E. Roscoe's regular news cast, the last half of 
his allotted time having been given over tothe 
presentation of the story of the Mavity, as drawn from 
Mathew and Mark, Perhaps becase we are accustomed to 
his habit of presenting flash news items from day 
to day, it seems almost as though what he was setting forth w a s 
rji event that was being reported for the first time, so skillfu. 
did he manage the business 


Memorandum j 

/s I jot down the date line, I instinctively glance 
in the direction of the moon drenched white garden, recalling 
the equally cloudless sky and a thermometer standing in the 80's, 
and find myself wondering if J hadn t better take a second gander at 
the calendar, 

Foj the second time in two years, Christmas has been peaceful 
in short the Wenks never did show up although they are scheduled 
for the morrow, in part or in whole, but sufficiently unto the day 
is the evil thereof. 

As a matter of fact, we were but four at dinner and supper acroi 
the fence, and it was all very pleasant although after supper, Madam 
Regard whispered in my ear that "we simply had to go to town to 
the movies this afternoon, Celeste was so nervous with nothing to do 

' " ' % i «' • 0 £' vj'*' • ' • 

My day began a little earlier than usual, what with somebody 
trying to get the home of a telephone subscriber who happens to be 
on the local party line, with endless, ringing of the 
'phones at five minutes of 3, and continuing on and on into 


Above, I was remarking upon the excellence of 
E, Roscoe's broadcast tonight and how wonderfully effective 
it was to hear the accounts from Mathew and Mark regarding 
the nativity reported as straight news from or by one from 
whom we have long been accustomed to hearing news flashes 
hot off the ether. 

And then somebody knocked and I turned this page 
b a ck into the machine, and of course forgot to turn it 
back as I resumed our chat, 

It was Long and Maxine, his wife, who had come to pick 
up Christmas for their several children, Schmidts 

of Michigan had sent me a wonderful ginger bread house, 
and withal quite Christmasy in appearance, the icing being 
so snow-like, and the architectural embellishments of 
bright candies, e.tc, I felt the children would like it 
so much and it was nice to think of them as being able 
to convert the whole bus^ine^ss into a feast when they were 
through playing with it, i'he gift was securely 
packed and I showedLog how to get it removed from its 
foundations without converting the house into crumbs, and 
I gathered that both Log and Maxine were as delighted 
with the creation, —perhaps more so, that their children 
will be on Christmas morning, < 

And so we head into the Christmas week end, I assume 
there will be no out-going mail on Monday, causing one day's 
p a use in regular receipts. My week end is going to be 
so happy, thanks to Lyme' and May that of Lyme be equally so,,. 
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very fashionable gloves she had received and I a m persuaded 
she really did like them enormously, My gifts were handed me 
when I left the house after dinner. There were three packages, each 
beautifully wrapped A long box which I assumed incorrectly to 
be a necktie. Celeste explained that it was from Jim aJid Mike, 
the bull dog and the boxer. It turned out to be a pair of socks. 

The sec nd package was a little fatter but not quite so long, and 
that was from *adam Regard, The third was more square and that was 
from Celeste, The two latter pack a ges turned out to contain two 
wine glasses, —two in e a ch package, and. as they are the same kind as 
the non-break a ble ones I like to use for ordinary occasions, I was 
glad to have my stock thus auguemnted by four, 

i' itOiVj t: t > • • v v- . t U, -.: • $ ■ r,» j 

Saturdaywas as warm as today and being Christmas Eve, it made it 
easier for those who had to fly up and down the road for shopping 
in town and such like. The cook was given the balance of 
he week off, as from Saturday noon and so I went across the fence 
for a sandwich along about the time ttye sunset and moonrise came into 
conjunction. But my first start didn t take me more than half way 
through the garden when I encountered Frank Keys, the Mayor of Uatchi- 
He was bringing a gift and together we returned to Yucca where we 
could have a little cheer and he could talk with me a little 
a bout his political problems culminating in the election due 
on January 17th, He is always so pleasant to chat with and I hope 
I was able to give him a-, thought or two that may be 
useful in winding up his campaign. 

Celeste, when* I arrived there, had a tale that seems strange for 
city as small as Hatchitoches, Some girl she knows received a diamoni 
ring from her boy friend earlier inthe week, at noon on Saturday, sht 
took it to a Front Street jeweler from whom it was purchansed to have 
in made a little smaller. He said she could have it b a ck within abou: 

n hour, She said she or her mother would pick it up. When she retu i 
the jew'ler s wife was in charge, her husband being out for lunch, but 
she told the girl that the ring was repaired and that her mother 
had picked it up just a few minutes before she arrived, Tf,e girl 
gasped and said she had been with her mother at home and it must 
h ve been given tosomeone else. The shop calld the police but the 
neweler s wife couldn't give them much of a dexription of the woman, i 
with so many people on Saturday bejore Christmas, rushing in and out. 
The shop provided the girl with a ngio ring. 

The hour advances and I have a flock of things to get me going ec 
on the morrow and so I shall fold forthwith, My thoughts have been 
so often at Lyme today, hoping against hope there might be 
at least a modicum of peace,,,,,, 
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Monday, December S6th, 19 55. 
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Memorandum j ^ 

• '• x *D.\k V. r;.; t : . a 0' ■ 0 . y. 

We were promised a high of 80 today when the mist lifted 
by 10 a,m,, but they didn't lift and neither did the 
thermometer, And so ins ead of summer, we had a nice humid 
Spring day instead, 

; * Jr Si « >■. 

, As wa3 to be expected, there was no out-going or in¬ 

coming mail. Tomorrow's crop will accordingly be a bumper one, 

I suppose. As for the out-going a little f belated Christmas 
• package will leave at the 8ame time this memo does. As you 
will notice on arrival, the package itself doesn t have 
any content of exception interest, although I thought you might 
enjoy sampling, the fruit cake from Daisey in the Dell Garber, 
a nd I have placed the one or two items in paper sacks so 
yaM may the more readily dispose of the box in which they travel 
Perhaps something like a pocket knife or some sissors would 
be convenient to cut the rather cumbersome rope that 
joins the two packages into a single parcel, 

- ai ; uv. o-titaai dM i,« usi j: ■ 

In thia- envelope or an accompanying one, I shall 
tuck in a couple of cards coming to hand within the past 
few mails, Th* ane from Briarwood is certainly bubbling over 
with good wishes and good will . If you don’t mind, 

Miss Dormon is ,what might be siyled a bag, 

3TAr..,i\iX ~ i - . j ^ i .... a. ;,i 

A telephone call from Marshall announced that Helen is comi 
over from Waco pie end of th-is week. She thought it would 
be nice if I might skip up to Marshall or if the two ladies 
slid down to say Howdy at thi3 bend of the river, I said 
that some Wenks were arriving this evening, —I did not know how 
a nd I had no notion as to what the week end might stack up to, a 
so I thought we would do well to do some prospecting before 
making auy plans, and that so far as I was concerned, I wasn’t 
draming of absenting myself from my present post during 
a Venk visitation, I also ,ned that whenever I get my foot 
in .the big road, I incline to wish to accomplsih some concrete 
project or other and while it would be delightful to frolic 
a little, ~~it seems like nuite a while since I had a chat with . 
I should have to deny myself the pleasure if her only opportunit 
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Tuesday, December 87th, 2955 


get over this my is during the timne when Venks, too, 
are are not foot-loose, Then, too, I have a flock of things 
cooking which I should like to tinker with at present Besdies 
mix the metaphor a bit, I think m ore eggs hatch with one 
person concentrating one them, or when two may be keeping them 
warm in a turn and turn about, but most eggs slither off into 
the omelette stage whena third mediumenters the picture, 

■ .»• • M ' * * - ’ ■ t "■ •V 1 ~ W 

• 

I have mountains of seasonal greetings to be 
attacked tonight but even so, T am hoping to finish 
the "Margaret of Austria" book by de Longh I like the 
book but, like most books we li,ke, I find it too short, 

T learned a lot of things I didn'.t know before but could 

have taken a bevy of additional pa rticulars . In 

the account of Margaret's successful efforts to get her nephew, 

Charles V of Spain voted into the rarified atmosphere of 

being the Holy Homan Emperor, for example, it tells of the trem ! 

amount of money spent to buy the five or six votes, as cast 

by the Birshops of Cologne, Maints, etc., —a sum equivilant to 

about thirty million dollars, which seems staggering. No wond 

the Augsburg bankers did a land office business, 

. • • t • . ■ ■> ..a. 

In view of the vast geographic and historical settings in 
which the lady found herself, —such as Princess of urgundy. 
Queen of France, Crown Princess of Spain t Duches of Savoie and 
Regent of the Netherlands, --and all in rather breath-taking 
rapidity, - it seems to be some account of the various 
settings in which 3he dwelt, - as for example at Amboise 
in the Loire in contrast to the Alhambra at G enada, would 
have heightened the political and personal changes which 
was her lot, —and besides, I should have liked to ead 
descriptions of these places, even at the expense of losing 
sight of the central character every once in a while. But 
for a short biography, this is a good one and so I am not 
complaining over much about it, 

nr ' . - -V. o: U :tr 

Several Houston residents, formerly of Cane River, were 
over this way for Christmas, Several of them, driving their ow 
cars, headed out for the .Lone Star State this afternoon, and 
at least three drivers were pretty high. Hence the lamentable 
traffic record established this Christmas, I suppose,,,,,, 


Memorandum 


Our pleasant weather continues with only t, 
as induced by lack Frost, to remind one that it 
summer, 


of mail pouches but my contribution seems a little above average. 

The package for Lyme went forward thi3 morning, * suppose, and 
tomorrow I shall be sending the dipper gourd to M a ry T rav i S Amy 
over in Upper Montclair, I meant to send it before now but when I 
contemplated the tonnage taxing transportation, it seemed to me 
anything as delicate as a gourd would have a better ch a nce of 
survival on its journey to Jersey if it avoided the full tide 
of pre-holiday shipping. 

Tonight E, Roscoe mentioned that the final death toll of 
automobile deaths for the past week end numbered 605 I am 
amazed, I am also astonished to learn from a Larry taseur 
broadcast that Tokio with somewhthing like one or two hundred 
thousand automobiles, as against 50 million in America, seems 
1(0 have a higher accident rate, a higher accirdent a ll told 
th a n we do, and I was equally s urprised to learn that of all 
countries in the world, Italy has the highest ratio of automobile 
disasters, Still, the knowledge of these facts in no way 
erases one unit from the 605 figure which we have rung up, and 
it does seem to me we could study up some way to eliminate 
a major portion of this mechanical killing, 

0 t * • 

I got around to finish the "Margaret qf Austria" volume last 
night a nd so am looking forward to a little musical tonight, Ther 
much talk about the unending need for money and more money on the pa 
of the European sovereigns to wage their European wars and 
how Charles V in the mid 25-20's Wc.s having rough sledding to get mon 
to pay his endless numbers of soldiers and mercenaries, I 
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Wednesday, December 28th, 1955 , 


thinking that it was along :l bout this time that the plunder of 

the Incq civilisation was pouring tons of gold in on Spain I suppos 

it wasn t until the 1540's that old Cortes was plundering Mexiio, bi 

naturally neither the Pizarro or Cortes gold could never compensate 

for the wreck of the civilisations those Spanish gangster 

put over so thoroughly, How heavenly the Arts of that era and 

how devilishthe potentates . Howtlirilling and disgusting 

are the pieces of baggage one encounters in that 1 00 year stretch. 

It often seems to me so strange that the religious 

reformation came so swiftly and the political revolutions so slowly, 

% 

Jumping from the reading machine to the radio, may I tell you 
that tonight 1 heard a program which you would have loved, and, perh 
did love, if you were so lucky as to stumble ovqr it: - the HBC 
biographical sketch of Dr. Schweitzer. It wasn t so much a portrait 
of a man as an essay on a human being and somehow it pre-supposed 
the listening audience knew the particulars biggrcp hically speaking 
n nd thus offered one a mood rather than a man. And I liked every 

bit of it and it could have-gone on and on for hours, so far 

as my desires might have entered into it, I was especially 
glad to listen to the talking given by his daughter and the 
piano solo rendered by her 1 3 year old daughter. I thought 
the rendition by the latter wassuperior to anything I should have 
imagined possible on the part of a 1 3 year old child. Perhaps 
she may emerge as one of Europe's foremost artists, 

I must pen a line to Ur, Register, a sking him what he thinks 
qbout doing an article under some such title was s 

"Dr. Albert Schweitzer at Honey, Mississippi". 

v»,V ' *1 X 0) - ‘ - ’1 - s-' 1 A.} fi . - X ' * 5 '- 1 •• 1 0 

And how pleasant it is going to be in future correspondence to 

employ a phrase, a little different from "poles apart" by 
making use of the thought expressed in the line above. 

Contrasting combinations seem to scurry so readily through the mind: 
• 

"Jesus and Judas" if one likes, or "Dr. Schweitzer and Governor 
Griffin", Turly these are remarkable times in which we live t For 
the Ten Commandments have been held up as a human guide for 
thousands of years and now in our time, a man comes along who 
7 dually puts into practice the first of these said Tin, and 
he is recognized by everyone as the greatest man of the Age, 

But the hour advances andl must knock off a d a b of mail 
before folding up time It will be 19 56 when this caches your 
true hand. May 56 be a3 ahppy for Lyme as Lyme made Lestan in 55. 


Memorandum 


J^t as ®° 8 co ’ lt9 Elating myself on the fact that the 
.hristmas rush was over, a whole flock of 1st and 2nd class stuff 
blew m this morning, proving how wrong I could be. And J 

•' 1 thou 9 ht 1 “ as finished with, various forms of greetinq un 
identified a s to sender, a couple more items came unmarked save f o 
cancellation and perplexing me further as to whom I may write ^ 
to express my thanks. . y 

There was one small package from some place in 
Wisconsin which was obviously sent on order. All I shall 
h a ve to do is write a letter to Wisconsin to inquire "How c ome" 

T «••*»*>• from Harold's Sftop, or son. such in 

t™ 1 w?* C * / S 1 ha ’ Je rece } v « d gifts from Aunt *illi e , 

Irma and ^rley and Kay and James I suppose this might be from 
any one of these. The gift seems*to be in the nature of a flock 
of canned goods of the special sardine variety type, and I 
guess another letter is ineveitable to Harold^s Shop. It seems 

ntih Pe n ° a P i e + t‘ fo y et t0 delude the name of the sender, but 

perhaps both Wisconsin and Charleston clerks were busy as 
chickens on a hot griddle and that was that. 

Of course I suppose I might write a letter in trilicate aendiv 

but VnliVw Tr Ch ° f +T e tf i reC P° Untial dispensers of Christmas chee 
nntil% Ulew °/ * x \sting circumstai ces, the two who are "not 
guilty might find such a letter a bit confusing and there's 
lizzie point in adding ch a oa to confusion 

i $ ■•-'} J /V 3'** .•» ' l ■ •, f i fj ,r . l.’ j 

3 Umu t er ve other continues and tonight's moon is wonderfu ly 

V^cZati I 0 !™* 2”? 9 °l* e L‘ The radi0 8 P eaka °f freezing temperature's 
in Charleston but a high of 77 degrees for Key West and Mr. 

Eisenhower on his arrival there today . Like matter of policy, so 

t^ri matter °^ T . the President s departure for the Sunny South seems v a 
wiidering It seems to me ilj was but a couple of days ago it was so 

dvis7mid e +t P erha .PS uouldn t go South. in conformity to his physici 
S m h* the next thing we know he is sailing skyward for Key West 

uifuily ° f ** ■ Secr ' tor| ' « 
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At the present writing, an egg-nog party must be in 
full swing across the fence, and one made up of a curious 
assortment of customers, I think the discontented ladies 
from Magnolia were bidden, —Dee, whose husband. Mat, never goes out , 

t nd T,Sal, a widow, and Attala , another widow, Stir in to 
his ingredient three or four priests from across the river, 
plus the hostesses , Then a dd a dash of Wenk youths and J, H, for 
good measure 0 ,ld one comes up with a collection that scarcely 
can,be beat, I saw Dee and Atala for a moment on Saturday evening 
a iid on departing, they remarked that they would be seeing me at 
the party on Wednesday night, but although Celeste had bidden 
me earilier in the week, she knew perfectly well that I 
wouldn't be among those present, .It's so wonderful 

being at home, chaving a little chat with little Miss Lee, hammering 
on this machine d a b and then getting the reading machine 
disk revolving, dnd since those across the fence are doing 
precisely what they want to do, I'm sure they can't be too resentful 
if I am guided by the same impulse, 

I didn't get much news from Pat on his return from being 
with Joe and Juanita on Christmas Lay, but from other quarters, 
one gathers that the eye which has been treated for glacoma 
is probably going to have to be removed, with a view of eradicating 
one infected optic to preserve the good one. These days must be 
mighty long for Juanita for I imagine the patient wants 
plenty of companionship and, if following the usual course, isn't 
to easy on. the nerves. 

Of the people from who I did not hear this year, perhaps the 
moststriking one the Department of Silence is the Rand family. 
Possibly they will make a round between now and New Tears, Usually 
or, perhaps always, in the past, there has been quite 

flurry as between there and here, and on both sides of the fence 
iut the advancement in years on the part of their grandchildren and 
the increased urge for the whole fpiily to get together may 
a ccount for their concentratio home b a se, Paul King 
usually comes down for a few day's'from New York and I suppose 
the Jack children will also be circulating r bout the 
grandparent's home, too, which accounts for a delayed visitation, 

Tonight E, Roscoe again a dvertised his Sunday afternoon hour's 
chat with CBS correspondents , I should like to hear just 

f hat,„ I thought Robert Frost on Meet the Press was grand 
ast Sunday ,,, 

• • * • • 


Thursday, December 89th, 1955, 


lenni:!". d 



Memorandum• 

I didn't know there were so matiy people in 
the world, as indicated by the continuing stream of greeting 
cards, I must say it is pleasant to receive them, even though 
there are many a sender whose identity remains unknown to me, 

• * a J 7 ' ' 

. It does seem to me I remember having once heard from some body 
in Kilgore, Texas but I had forgotten the name, Mrs, Jacques 
Lapin That lady certainly came close to marrying 
a JacK R a bbit, I must say, 

t * 

I have been receiving quite a few telephone calls from 
pilgrims passing through Natchitoches, asking for appointments, but 
I have declined to receive anybody until after the holidays, — 
there will be so many friends and other people's friends passing 
thi3 way, ’ , 

■ V v • • •• M n 1 ) JV • ■ ‘r/l’jfl V' i'% * i , $ J l! 0 * w & 

Celeste had a telephone from Baton Rouge, the eneral's 
wife saying the General would like to run up to 3 ee J, H, and 
that she would like to come along, too. She said she would 
let them know which day they decide upon before New Tears And so, 
what with so few days left, it is expected some parties will have 
to be broken off unexpectedly whenever the decision has been 
arrived at in Baton Rouge, 

Joe Regard Celeste's nephew, came last night to 
stay a few days’. The Wenk youths are 3 till with us, U7»a t 
the week end will be. Heaven alone knows but it sounds like 
a bumper crop might be in the offing, 

I ' • 

As for entertainment, I wouldn't be able to say what 
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the Wenks are up to, although I do know that gunning is 

among their past tines. They were late for supper but 

made it in a little after dark, proudly displaying three beautiful 

yellow breasted wood peckars, —a prise which isnt likely 

to delight J. H. at all. 

I was slightly taken a-back today when a friend telephoned me 
from town, saying that a lady who has been down here once or twice 
on pilgrimages, heard someone say last summer that I don't 
read newspapers and she thereupon began making clippings for 
my delectation, the subject matter of her efforts being over a 
wide range, as for example, everything the newspapers had to say 
over a period of months regarding the Princess Margaret romance. 
Senate investigations, etc., etc., and all these 3he has been keepi< 
.together and adding to until she now has something over four trunks 
full, and these she is planning to have sent down to me shortly 
after the 1st of the yeav She undertook all this as a surprise 
to me and it certainly turned out to be just that. *hat a 
pity she should have expended so much energy on 3uch a project. 

How she thinks I shall have more opportunity to read such a 
mountain of clippings when I am unable to read the newspapers, 

I cannot imagine. If I had but known about this, I might have 
recommended that if she likes to clip, she might concentrate 
on persons and places in either Louisiana or this section of 
the State, When the "surprise" of receiving these four trunks of 
clippings has passed, I shall be „ble to make such a recommendation 
to her. It'8 so odd how we find ourself,in such a situation 
without ever having guessed we were approaching such a 
curious point. 

The first dent in the mulatto prejudice against negro Art 
came to light today. Clemence had brought a couple here the 
other evening, —one of May Balthazar's sisters, x believe, who 
lives in Connecticut where she has recently married a 
mulatto who in coloring and facial appearance doesn't suggest 
that he has any of the bloodof the race which, in the case of the wl 
is unmistakeablythat of a heavy mixture of African tan. They saw 
the murals and returned the next day to ask Clemence to 
make small pictures of the same subject matter. Oddly enough, 
Celemence never seems to be able to catch anything resembling a 
subject done ,on a large canvas, —that is successfully transmit the 
same subject on to a smaller canvas. She has come, —slowly, —to 
recotnize this and asked me if I thought I could help her 
mark a little. I told her I thought I could And so it turns out 
that little Miss Lee supplies the boards and paints, Lestan supplie i 
the drawing and Clemence does all the rest, —which sounds like a p\ 
good racket, off hand. But that will help pay the telephone bill 

andMiss Hunter will be the happier and, as a consequence, probably i 
something bigger and better as a result...... 


Friday, December 30 th, 1955. 


Memorandum: 

' 

And so it was 1:30, fallowing dinner, and I had a secretary, 
and the telephone rang f __John Kyser, asking if he might come 
down to delivery a holiday greeting and bring his sister and her 
husband from Illinois who had been here before but wanted to come 
n gain, five years or so after the initial go-round. 

'» «• . i . . v * / 

I said that S o'clock would be perfect # And I finished 
the mail and started to dive into all the trash that cluttered 
up tl)e living room where I had neatly stacked various 3 orts of 
maij and somebody tapped at the door, the General 

l 9 w • 

. 1 , *. V . • <• 0 , $ r , ■ • \ f I V • • ' . K. 

And so we collapsed by the fireside and had a nice chat and 
befor he had dreamed of moseying across the fence, the Kyser 
contingent arrived 

And when they left, more people were heading this way, —Cal 
and as they were leaving the supper bell rang # And after that 

I found four people awaiting my return to Yucca problems about 

getting to town to see Mr. Puny who is in the hSspital with 
some sort of a pneumonia germ, and somebody who needed advise on 
some Welfare proceedure, etc., etc., and so the afternoon revolve 
about nothingf ^pleasant enough, but everything rather un¬ 
expected. I suppose I shall e ventually get to bed tonight 
but it is stacked so high with odds and ends that it may well be 
dawn before I get dug down to the counterpane. 

'■* % " 

• *. 1 * 

Among other things, today's post br light a little 
torpedo shaped thing, about the size of an over-grown cigar. It 
_ contained something bery light, obviously, but since it came 
from Des Moines, my favorite listening radio station, I 
could only imagine it as being something in connection w ith that. 

What it turned out to contain was the enclosure concerninq Look h 

- « > * 

I suppose the sole reason for mailing this slip of paper in 
a fashion is to call attention to the receiver to same. 
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I certdnly am not "dreaming of such a flight without air transpt 
being provided. Sometimes I h a ve wonderred if it would be 
advantageous to make the safari to the low country at some convt 
time But whether I come to .... .interruption.....a telephone 
call*inviting me to join another egg nog party across the fence 

: ■ o gine, , : ■/.' .. v i 

In view of the unexpected twist relations took as between 

• the Charleston and flewOrleans households f it may well be that 
.the South Carolina branch might want to lean heavily on the 
Melrose strong arm but that doesn't mean it is necessary for me 

1 to break my rieck trying to reach ^ome base by the 4th of Januar 

and so I shall respond by* air to the effect that I am to be 
t counted out, so.for as that gathering is concerned. 

• They called Carmen Breazeale to the hospital at 4 this 
morning, sayingher m ther, Miss Camilla, was dying. 

The hospital telephoned me at 6:30 tonight to say that 

Miss Camilla is still holding out. What tremendous 

doings fo'r a Holiday- week end, what with her sister across the 

hall from Her in prec isely ~th? same physical condition. 

'■ W ' \ \ . • • .4, V r « l, ,v . \ D a -y •. V < 

It is said the balance of the Venk tribe will put in an appearai 

• sometime this week end t so ihat is ciout a I2 that is required 

to make 19 55 end in cn utter hurly burly. 

^ -v • * " 

I suppose there will be no postal service on Monday, and i, 
s&, you will understand one day's lag i n out-going memos. And 

* so 2955 cotoes to a close a ‘poof year for agriculture a good 
year for the Arts a - shall I say, a fair year for m&trimony, 
an uncertain year*for Bluff serenity, - a lucky or unlucky year 
for all concerned in that quarter, as only time can tell # But 
as for little Miss Lee and Lestan, it seems to me it was'a wond< 
year with the flame of affection burning just as steadily throu■ 
as it has before and, please Cod, may ever be...... 


















